
Hawaiian Gardens Elementary 6th Grade Reading Olympic Winners

WINNERS: The Hawaiian Gardens City Council honored the 6th graders at a recent meeting. Front 
row (l-r), Mia Rios, Samuel Zepeda, Gorge Ramirez, Rubi Colon, Isabella Panazza, Skyler Zamora, 
Steve Marin. Second row (l-r), Joshua Pech Louise Reyes, Jesus Guerra, Kimora Camacho, Adamarys 
Lopez, with teachers Ms. Exikia Sanchez and Ms. Ashley Wilson along with,  from (l-r), HG Elementary 
Principal Maria Perez-Brena, Councilmember Victor Farfan, Mayor Dandy De Paula; Mayor Pro Tem 
Maria Teresa Del Rio; Protem and Councilmember Luis Roa. Courtesy city of Hawaiian Gardens.

Trump’s War on the Arts: Southern California 
Creatives Slam NEA Cuts as ‘Cultural Sabotage’

A PRODUCTION still from ‘Walking Water’, a site-specific 
performance by Cornerstone Theater Company. The Los Angeles 
based arts organization was among the hundreds of groups that lost 
funding from the National Endowment for the Arts this week.

BY BRIAN HEWS

Hews Media Group-Los Cer-
ritos Community News has ob-
tained a letter, dated September 
6, 2019, addressed to Caltrans 
from the city of Cerritos that 
blasts the state agency for rerout-
ing tractor-trailer traffic through 
the City due to I-5 construction 
projects.

Shockingly, the rerouting was 
done without notifying the City.

The City is claiming that the 
rerouting has caused over $5 
million in damage to the streets, 
increased pollution in the area, 
increased traffic noise, and in-
creased the safety risk of resi-
dents.

Further the letter states that 
Caltrans is in violation of the 
project’s final Environmental 
Impact Report which obligates 
the agency to coordinate with cit-
ies to minimize adverse impacts 

during the construction period.
“Caltrans has failed to coor-

dinate thus far, and any further 
lack of communication or con-
sultation with the City and its 
residents is unacceptable.”

The City blasted Caltrans for 
establishing a detour route on 
southbound Carmenita between 
the I-5 and Artesia Blvd., and 
eastbound Artesia Blvd. between 
Carmenita and the I-5.

“Neither stretch of Carmeni-

ta or Artesia is a city designated 
truck route, commercial vehicles 
over 6,000 pounds are strictly 
prohibited on the streets, per 
City Municipal Code.”

The Caltrans rerouting of 
trucks has caused severe dam-
age and increased traffic at peak 
hours, the extensive damage 
alone is estimated “to cost $5.2 
million to repair,” and the “aver-
age daily traffic on said streets 
has significantly increased and 

flows onto arterial streets.”
The City then cited the nu-

merous safety hazards caused by 
the rerouting of traffic, concerns 
that have been voiced by Cerri-
tos residents in calls and emails 
to both HMG-LCCN and the 
City.

The rerouting on Carmenita 
takes large trucks by two schools, 
Stowers Elementary and Carme-
nita Middle school in addition 
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CALTRANS REROUTED TRAFFIC WITHOUT INFORMING CERRITOS, ILLEGAL MOVE WILL COST THE CITY OVER $5 MILLION

BY THOM MARTIN

The City of Lakewood held 
its annual Award of Valor lun-
cheon on Nov. 6 to thank the men 
and women of the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department and 
Fire Department, as well as the 
community volunteers who pro-
tect and serve Lakewood. 

Bridget Perrizo, a staff mem-
ber at Artesia High was honored 
when she helped two people that 
was being attacked by a dog. 

Bridget, was headed back to 
work from lunch when she spot-
ted a dog attacking a woman and 
young boy. The dog had knocked 
them to the ground and they were 
screaming for help. 

Bridget immediately took 

action, jumping out of her car 
grabbing the boy and helping the 
woman. 

She took them to Artesia High 
School, where they received med-
ical assistance and were ultimate-
ly transported to the hospital. 

Because of her selfless ac-
tions, the City of Lakewood re-
cently awarded Bridget with the 
Mayor’s Award at the city’s an-
nual Awards of Valor ceremony.

"I always wondered what I 
would do when faced with a situ-
ation like this one," said Perrizo. 
"By the grace of God, I had the 
courage to take action. I'm so 
glad that both the mom and son 
are okay, and I'm so honored to 
receive this award.”

BY BRIAN HEWS

While rotting trash is accumu-
lating in many parts of Hawaiian 
Gardens, Mayor Myra Maravilla 
and the City Council finally con-
ducted a hearing, waiting an en-
tire week, and allowing the trash 
to accumulate even more, to once 
again discuss terminating CWS’ 
contract.

Under the Ralph M. Brown 
Act, Maravilla and the City Coun-
cil could have sent out a notice 
and held a meeting within two 
days to address the situation.

“Poor leadership, no foresight 
on the situation, typical of this 
City Council,” former Hawaiian 
Gardens Mayor Rey Rodriguez 
told HMG-LCCN.

The staff report included in 
last week’s meeting presented 
clear evidence that CWS was in 
violation of its contract with the 
City, but Mayor Maravilla and the 
Council were apparently afraid to 
pull the termination trigger, leav-
ing residents driving by stinky 
piles of trash for the foreseeable 
future.

The voluminous staff report 

included several default letters, 
which, under California’s Public 
Resource Code Section 49000, 
starts the clock on termination.

City staff even went the extra 
step and attempted to work with 
CWS to cure the breaches and 
defaults starting in March of this 
year, each of which gave CWS 
steps to resolve the defaults.

In addition to the default no-
tices, the City also attempted to 
arrange meetings with CWS but 
CWS did not attend most meet-
ings.

ARTESIA HIGH STAFF-MEMBER RECEIVES 
AWARD OF VALOR FROM LAKEWOOD

TRASH WILL FINALLY GET CLEANED UP IN HAWAIIAN GARDENS

See TRASH page  15

TRASH piles up at a condominium complex in Hawaiian Gardens. The City chose Waste Resources 
Incorporated as their new hauler, who said they would immediately begin trash pick up. Photo Brian Hews.

ARTESIA HIGH staff-member Bridget Perrizo received the Award of 
Valor from Lakewood for saving two in a dog attack.

See HERO  page  15
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LOS ANGELES — The 
Trump administration’s lat-
est budget bombshell landed 
squarely on the nation’s cultural 
soul, proposing a total elimina-
tion of the National Endowment 
for the Arts (NEA) and Human-
ities (NEH) — a move that has 
sent shockwaves through South-
ern California’s vibrant creative 
community.

“This isn’t just a funding 

cut,” Kate Fowler of Rich-
mond-based Studio Two Three 
told NPR, “this is a scalpel to 
the throat of the American arts 
ecosystem.” 

Following the budget pro-
posal, the NEA swiftly canceled 
numerous grants nationwide. 
Recipients, including theaters, 
publishers, and community arts 
groups, received sudden notifi-
cations of funding withdrawal, 
leaving many projects in limbo.

Trump’s cuts follow his 
overall goal of affecting orga-
nizations serving marginalized 
groups. According to the SF 
Chronicle, groups like the New 
Conservatory Theatre Center 
and Frameline, which focus on 
LGBTQ+ narratives, had their 

Artesia will hold its 6th An-
nual Mariachi Festival on Sat-
urday, May 10th, from 5:00 PM 
to 10:00 PM at Artesia Park at 
18750 Clarkdale Avenue, Arte-
sia, CA 90701. 

This exciting, fami-
ly-friendly event celebrates the 
rich tradition of Mariachi mu-
sic and Mexican culture with an 
evening of live performances, 
delicious food, and community 
spirit.

Historians place the origin 
of mariachi music in the west-
ern part of Mexico, likely in an 
area encompassing the states 
of Jalisco, Nayarit, Zacatecas, 
Aguascalientes, Guanajuato, 
Michoacán, and Colima. 

Some historians place ma-
riachi origin as far north as 
Sinaloa and Durango, while 
others trace its roots farther 
south in Guerrero. 

Early mariachi ensem-
bles were rural and consisted 
of string instruments like the 
vihuela, guitarrón, harp, and 
violin. The name “mariachi” 
likely comes from an Indige-
nous word, though a long-de-
bunked myth claimed it derived 
from the French word marriage 

California Cardrooms Submit Court Filings 
in Battle Against Greedy Tribal Casinos

Last week, Los Cerritos Com-
munity News published an ex-
clusive story concerning a letter, 
dated January 10, 2025, from the 
L.A. County Office of Education 
(LACOE) General Counsel, ad-
dressed to the Whittier Union 
High School District Board Pres-
ident and its Superintendent 
concluding what Los Cerritos 
Community News has been writ-
ing about since his election; that 
Trustee Gary Mendez is holding 
incompatible offices.

Mendez is both a WUHSD 

EXCLUSIVE: 
Central Basin and Whittier Union Trustee 

Operating Nonprofit With a Revoked License
Trustee and a Central Basin (CB) 
board member, having won his 
WUHSD seat in 2022 and sub-
sequently won the CB seat in 
2024.  Central Basin services the 
WUHSD by selling its water to 
WHUSD, which sells it to other 
customers. The relationship was 
confirmed by LACOE, which is 
why they concluded that Mendez 
holds incompatible offices. The 
next step is to sue Mendez under 
quo warranto and remove him 
from his WUHSD seat.

Now, an LCCN investigation 
has revealed additional unethical 
actions by Mendez.

[ See MENDEZ, page 4 ]

By Brian Hews

By Brian Hews

[ See MARIACHI, page 16 ]

Earlier this year, seven of 
California’s wealthiest gaming 
Tribes filed the “Agua Caliente 
Lawsuit” against nearly every 
cardroom in the state, includ-
ing The Gardens Casino in Ha-
waiian Gardens and the 
Commerce Casino 
in Commerce. 
The greedy 
tribes even 
i n c l u d -
ed card-
r o o m s 
that had 
not been 
operational 
for years. 

The law-
suit was a result of 
the enactment of State 
Senator Josh Newman’s (D-Ful-
lerton) Senate Bill 549, a special 
interest bill that was sponsored 
by the state’s wealthiest gaming 
Tribes, who pumped hundreds 
of millions into getting the bill 
passed, aiming to shut down tax-
paying cardrooms by terminating 
their ability to offer Department 
of Justice approved player-dealer 
games. 

SB 549 began as Prop. 26, 
which 74% of Californians vot-
ed down. It was a bill dealing 
with education, but in June 2023, 
Newman lifted almost word for 
word the verbiage from Prop. 26, 
called gut and amend, and au-
thored SB 549.

SB 549, known as the Tribal 
Nations Access to Justice Act, 
was later signed into law by a 
seemingly out-of-touch Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom, in Septem-
ber 2024 even though SB 549 
would cut $500 million in tax 
revenue statewide, local commu-

nities would lose $5.6 billion in 
economic output generated by 
cardrooms and 32,000 good-pay-
ing jobs that generate $1.6 billion 
in wages annually.

The potential consequences 
are dire. Some cities would be 
forced to implement draconian 
cuts or get pushed into bank-

ruptcy. In Hawaiian Gardens, 
the Gardens Casino 

provides 78% of 
the city’s reve-

nue; in Com-
merce, the 
Commerce 
C a s i n o 
provides 
50% of 

the city’s 
revenue. The 

ripple effect 
of these closures 

would be felt far be-
yond the gaming industry, af-

fecting the livelihoods of many 
and the fabric of these commu-
nities.

The lawsuits contend that 
card rooms circumvent the law 
by employing third-party prop-
osition player services [TPPPs] 
to simulate house-banked games, 
thereby infringing upon tribal 
gaming exclusivity.

A TPPPs is a business that 
provides services to cardrooms 
under an agreement with the 
cardroom. 

The TPPPs takes on the role 
of the banker. The house charges 
fees or a seat rental to players 
and the third-party bank but does 
not directly risk or win money 
from bets.

California cardrooms, which 
have operated for over 150 years, 
do so under strict regulatory 
oversight from both the Califor-

By Brian Hews

[ See CARDROOMS, page 4 ]

From the Bay to Boyle 
Heights, artists and 
institutions reel from 
what critics call “a direct 
assault on democracy, 
diversity, and the 
American imagination.”

By Brian Hews

[ See NEA, page 5 ]

Artesia’s 6th 
Annual Mariachi 
Festival May 10th

Attendees can enjoy 
traditional ballet 
folklórico performances 
by three different bands.

LEO 
XIV !
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PICTURED at the April 17, 2025, meeting of the La Palma-Cerritos Branch of the 
AAUW at ABCUSD Adult School Auditorium in Cerritos is Game Night Coordinator 
Thea Siegel at the head of the table with Left Right Center game players seated, left to 
right, Christine Taxier, Mary Ann Quinn, Thea Siegel, Harriet Moses, and Joan Flax.
Photos by Edna Ethington.

La Palma-Cerritos Branch 
of AAUW Elects New Board 
Members for 2025-2026
By Edna Ethington

     
The La Palma-Cerritos Branch of the 

American Association of University Wom-
en (AAUW) elected new Board Members 
for the 2025-2026 at their meeting on April 
17, 2025, at the ABCUSD Adult School Au-
ditorium at 20122 Cabrillo Lane in Cerri-
tos. Administrator Harriet Moses called the 
meeting to order at 6:56 p.m. and began to 
conduct the branch business meeting. She 
said that the Game Night Program would 
follow the business meeting.

Minutes of the General Meeting of 
March 20, 2025, were approved by the 18 
members present. All members present 
voted unanimously to elect the Slate of Of-
ficers for 2025-2026 as Administrator Ce-

lia Spitzer, Secretary Christine Taxier, and 
Treasurer Marilyn Forsstrom. Members 
also voted to approve an amendment to Ar-
ticle XV, Section 2, that there will be at least 
five general meetings each year instead of 
seven. The new board will be installed later, 
with more information about the time and 
place to be determined.

Harriet announced that two of our 
branch members, Thea Siegel and Dorothy 
Edwards, received Honorary Life Member 
Certificates from National AAUW for their 
commitment to education and equity for 
women for 50 years. They are now entitled 
to complimentary lifetime membership in 
National AAUW. Members applauded the 
women for their awards. 

Administrator Harriet then received 
Committee Reports from committee chairs. 

 Public Policy Chair Sondra Cohen re-
ported that a future ABCUSD Board Meet-
ing will be broadcast on Zoom regarding 
issues such as curriculum, book banning, 
and LGBTQ+. Sondra said that members 
will receive more details through the branch 
e-mails when she receives more definite in-
formation.

Academic Achievement Awards Chair 
Joan Pylman reported that the two recip-
ients for the branch’s Academic Achieve-
ment Awards have been chosen and will be 
revealed at the Branch General Meeting on 
May 15, 2025, at the ABCUSD Adult School 
Auditorium. Invitations have been sent to 
professors of the recipients, the Cerritos 
College Board of Trustees, and to five area 
officials.   The officials, or their representa-
tives, may present Certificates of Recogni-
tion to the women of academic achieve-

ments. The women will receive $1,500 after 
enrolling in a 4-year college or university in 
Fall 2025.

AAUW Fund Restaurant Coordinator 
Gail Ross announced that there would be a 
fundraiser at Black Bear Restaurant in Bue-
na Park on May 13, 2025.  More details will 
be included in a flyer from the restaurant 
that is being prepared. Proceeds from the 
fundraiser will be sent to National AAUW 
for fellowships and grants to help graduate 
women as they work for higher degrees in 
their education. 

Game Night Coordinator Thea Siegle 
prepared prizes for winners of the night’s 
three games:   Bunco, Mah Jongg, and Left 
Right Center.  It was the first time that some 

members had the opportunity to meet so-
cially and learn how to play these games!   
It was an enjoyable learning experience!   
Members thanked Thea for all her work 
and for providing prizes for the winners of 
the games. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:20 p.m.

The Next General Meeting will be held 
on Thursday, May 15, 2025, at the ABCUSD 
Adult School Auditorium at Cabrillo Lane 
in Cerritos, with Social time at 6:30 p.m. 
and  “REVEAL” of Academic Achievement 
Award Winners at 7:00 p.m. followed by a 
business meeting.

 For more information about the La Pal-
ma-Cerritos AAUW, contact Administrator 
Harriet Moses at 714-994-1487.

50 YEARS: Thea Siegel (left) and 
Dorothy Edwards, holding Honorary 
Life Member Certificates from National 
AAUW, which they received for their 50 
years of continued membership in AAUW. 
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Friends of the La Mirada Library Earns Over $3,000 at Sale Event LA Metro Names Chief to Lead 
New Public Safety Department

Veteran law enforcement leader to 
launch Metro’s first dedicated police de-
partment in decades, advancing holistic ap-
proach to transit safety built on accountabil-
ity, community trust

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro) today 
announced that William “Bill” Scott has 
been selected to serve as the agency’s first 
Chief of Police and Emergency Manage-
ment. With more than 35 years of law en-
forcement experience, including eight years 
as Chief of Police in San Francisco and 
27 years with the Los Angeles Police De-
partment (LAPD), Scott returns to the city 
where he built his career to lead one of the 
most significant public safety transitions in 
LA Metro’s history. 

Scott joins Metro to lead its new public 
safety department, which was approved by 
the LA Metro Board last June as the Tran-
sit Community Public Safety Department 
(TCPSD), will unify and oversee all LA 
Metro’s safety operations under one com-
mand structure. As Chief, Scott will be re-
sponsible for building the department from 
the ground up, overseeing everything from 
command staff selection, training standards, 
to uniforms, technology systems, and de-
ployment strategies. 

“This moment demands a leader like 
Chief Scott, who brings vision and integri-
ty to this important role,” said Metro Board 
Chair and Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Janice Hahn. “He understands that real pub-
lic safety is about more than enforcement, 
it’s about trust, transparency and working 
with the community to make every rider 
feel safe.”

During his tenure in San Francisco, 
Scott was nationally recognized for his im-
plementation of 21st Century policing re-
forms, completing all 272 recommendations 
issued by the U.S. Department of Justice. 
Under his leadership, San Francisco Police 
Department (SFPD) significantly reduced 
use-of-force incidents, prioritized de-esca-
lation training and improved violent crime 
clearance rates well above national aver-
ages. He also introduced innovative tools 
like Automated License Plate Recognition 
(ALPR) cameras and drones to address or-
ganized retail theft and property crime. As 
chief of SFPD, he oversees safety and se-
curity on San Francisco’s Muni system, and 
over his tenure, crime on their transit sys-
tem has decreased precipitously – just 2.3 
crimes per 100,000 miles of travel in March 
2025. Scott’s law enforcement philosophy 
is rooted in community policing, fairness 
and results.

Chief Scott will officially assume his 
role June 23, 2025.

On April 25 and 26, the Friends 
of the La Mirada Library hosted their 
semi-annual book sale at the La Mirada 
Activity Center. The book sale was cre-
ated and prepared by a group of volun-
teers working within the city library’s 
bookstore. 

The semi-annual sale earned over 
$3,300 through cash, card, and check 
transactions. These earnings did not 
simply come from book sales but also 
from membership sales. 

The first day of the sale was open to 
Friends of the Library members from 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. and featured various 
genres of novels and reference books, 
DVDs, CDs, a table with board games 
and specialty books, and handcrafted 
bookbags. 

The second day of the sale, from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., featured the much-an-
ticipated bag sale. For the final two 
hours of the sale, shoppers purchased 
bags for $4 each and could fill them up 
with any media on sale. Before the bag 
sale, shoppers could look around and 
buy items at full price. 

The Friends of the La Mirada 
Library is a nonprofit organization that 
thrives on the dedication of its volun-
teers. Both days of the book sale saw a 
total of 40 volunteers, who set up tables 
of books, aided shoppers in finding spe-
cific novels, staffed the register, oversaw 
the holding table, and helped shoppers 
pack their cars with boxes and bags of 
books. 

WELCOME: Members Sandy Barker and Julie Burrows volunteered at the spring 
2025 Friends of the La Mirada Library book sale on April 25 and 26 at the La Mirada 
Activity Center. 

Julie Burrows, a volunteer with the 
Friends of the La Mirada Library since 
2019, said, “I have met some very nice 
people through FOL. I enjoy the respon-
sibility of working in the bookstore, 
sorting books, and setting up for the 
book sale. Volunteering with the Friends 
of the Library is good for my mental 
health, and it’s nice to see that people 
enjoy the store and the events the library 
provides.”

The money raised through the sale 
is invested in the various programs that 
the La Mirada Library provides. Among 
the most notable programs were a drone 
demonstration and a board game loan 
service, which can be accessed through 
the library’s front desk. 

“You never know what you’re doing 
or what it means to somebody,” said 
volunteer Gina Garcia. “There is such a 
caring, loving group of volunteers that 
work together so well. If we can put a 
book in a child’s hand, who knows what 
impact we have encouraging literacy 
or what kind of legacy we’re going to 
leave.”

Donations make a significant impact 
in keeping the Friends of the Library 
afloat. They take donations of books, 
magazines, CDs, and DVDs sold within 
the bookstore or during their semi-annu-
al sales. 

If you are interested in volunteering, 
visit the bookstore to get connected or 
follow the Friends of the La Mirada 
Library on Facebook. The bookstore is 
open Tuesdays through Saturdays, with 
limited hours. 

By Stepheny Gehrig

LA Coliseum to Host Opening and Closing Ceremonies
This week, Los Angeles County 

Supervisor and Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum Commissioner Janice Hahn 
is applauding the decision that the Los 
Angeles Memorial Coliseum will host 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies for 
the 2028 Olympic Games.  

Hahn has been outspoken about 
the importance of the Coliseum to Los 
Angeles Olympic history and the need 
to host the Opening Ceremonies in the 
iconic venue and light its historic Olym-
pic torch.  

“Olympic history at the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum goes back nearly 
100 years—with its Olympic torch and 
rings, the legacy of the Olympics is lit-
erally built into the venue,” said Hahn. 
“The Coliseum hosted the Opening and 

Closing Ceremonies in 1932 and 1984, 
and it is only right that this iconic venue 
will once again welcome the world to 
Los Angeles in 2028.”
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nia Gambling Control Commission and 
the California Department of Justice’s 
Bureau of Gambling Control.  

For over twenty years, these regula-
tory bodies have ensured that cardroom 
games do not violate California’s prohibi-
tion on “banking games.”  

The cardrooms have relied on the 
DOJ, the GCC, and the BGC inactions, 
which is a very important term in con-
tract law. They would not have invested, 
expanded, or offered these games if reg-
ulators had made their illegality clear or 
taken enforcement action.

The Tribes who filed this lawsuit have 
attempted to destroy the cardroom indus-
try for years through various lawsuits, 
legislative lobbying, and even a voter ini-
tiative. Every attempt failed. 

Newman’s SB 549 is the Tribes’ latest 
effort to get the cardrooms shut down. SB 
549 purports to allow gaming Tribes to 
sue cardrooms and related California busi-
nesses while at the same time ensuring 
that the gaming Tribes themselves cannot 
be sued.

In a statement, Kyle Kirkland, Presi-
dent of the California Gaming Association, 
wrote, “Cardrooms have legally operated 
these highly regulated games for decades, 
each of which has been approved by the 
California Department of Justice. We re-
main confident the legal process will up-
hold what’s right for the tens of thousands 
of Californians who depend on cardroom 
jobs to support their families as well as for 
the communities that count on their local 
cardroom’s economic activity and tax rev-
enue to fund essential services.”

And this past Friday, the cardrooms 
made good on their promise, filing four 
motions challenging the Tribe’s com-
plaints.

“On Friday, we submitted filings 
demonstrating the overreach and unconsti-
tutionality of Senate Bill 549, legislation 
sponsored by the state’s wealthiest gam-
ing Tribes in their ongoing effort to elimi-
nate perceived competition from licensed, 
taxpaying cardrooms. Our filings explain 
that SB 549 is preempted by federal law 
and inconsistent with constitutional sepa-
ration-of-powers and due process princi-
ples,” said Kirkland.  

The filings argue that the SB 549 law-
suits must be dismissed in their entirety, 
or, at a minimum, substantially narrowed, 
under state and federal laws intended to 
ensure this kind of litigation does not hap-
pen.

Attorneys argued that SB 549 is an in-
valid piece of legislation for the following 
reasons:  First, SB 549  is preempted by 
federal law, which requires negotiations 
between States and Tribes over gaming 
practices to take place through a special 
process—the tribal-state compact process. 
SB 549 seeks to circumvent that compul-
sory process improperly. 

Second, under state constitutional law, 
the Governor must negotiate tribal-state 
compacts.  But, in enacting SB 549 and 
circumventing the compact process entire-
ly, the Legislature usurped that compact 
negotiation authority. 

Third, SB 549 violates defendants’ 
rights and separation-of-powers princi-
ples by allowing tribal casinos to exercise 
law-enforcement powers that should be 
left to the discretion of neutral public pros-
ecutors and other government attorneys. 

Fourth, the attorneys argue that SB 549 
is essentially void because it violates the 
Unfair Competition Law, where plaintiffs 
must prove, have “standing,” that they suf-
fered an actual injury and lost money or 
property to sue.

One insider in the industry who did not 

want to be identified for fear of retribution 
told LCCN, “Brian, I appreciate someone 
in the media that is fully aware of this is-
sue regarding the tribal lawsuit against the 
card room industry. The majority of the 
$13 billion their industry generates annu-
ally isn’t enough for these seven Tribes 
that have filed the lawsuit.  By the way, 63 
Tribes don’t want their names associated 
with the lawsuit. For the seven, it’s an ab-
solute necessity to take away the income 
of single moms, ethnic minorities, fire, 
police, parks, and the ability for a commu-
nity to enjoy a local card club or, worse, 
destroy the budgets of some cities so they 
can make that extra $100 million.  

“They played blackjack and other card 
games in the 80s and 90s using 3rd party 
proposition players, and that was OK then, 
but now it’s not? They forget that the vot-
ers gave them everything, and they may 
take it away one day.”

 The Court is scheduled to hear ar-
guments on all the motions on August 8, 
2025.

When a candidate wins an election in 
California, they must fill out an “incoming 
office” Statement of Economic Interest for 
700 and file with the agency and the Fair 
Political Practice Commission. Mendez 
was on time submitting his 700 forms to 
Central Basin earlier this year.

The 700 shows that Mendez claims he 
is the Chief Executive Officer of California 
Youth Martial Arts; the official name of the 
corporation is California Youth Martial 
Arts Academy and Education Foundation 
(CYM), which was found to be a nonprofit 
registered with the state of California and 
with the IRS as a 501(c)(3) corporation.

Mendez registered the company in 
California on October 26, 2016, with an 
address of 10548 Norwalk Blvd in Santa 
Fe Springs. An internet search showed the 
property at the address was part of several 
manufacturing rentals, including an auto 
shop next door. 

Records on the IRS website showed 
that CYM was accepted as a 501 (c)(3) cor-
poration in Feb 2017 with a corporate ad-
dress in La Puente, which is a single-family 
home a few blocks south of the I-605/I-10 
interchange; records show Margaret Su-
arez has owned the house for over fifteen 
years.

The only IRS financial statement, 
known as the 990, was filed by Mendez 
in 2017 and shows the corporation earn-
ing over $27,000 in revenue, mostly from 
grants, while Mendez paid himself nearly 
$22,000.

The years after the California corpora-
tion was started saw Mendez failing to file 
the annual Statement of Information until 
April 2021, when the Franchise Tax Board 

suspended CYM for failing to comply with 
state tax laws or business filing require-
ments.

Consequences of FTB suspension in-
clude, among other things, losing the abil-
ity to operate or do business in California 
legally.

Just four months later, in August 2121, 
the IRS revoked CYM’s license and tax-ex-
empt status, ceasing CYM’s ability to do 
any business as a 501(c)(3) entity. 

However, documents posted online 
and obtained by LCCN show that Mendez 
continued conducting business under the 
CYM state and federal name.

The first document was a letter sent 
to Supervisor Janice Hahn’s office in July 
2023 asking for $1,500 “to pay for insur-
ance costs.” The letterhead read, “Califor-
nia Youth Martial Arts Academy and Ed-
ucation Foundation 501(c)(3),” the letter 
clearly violating the state and IRS suspen-
sion of the business.

Hahn’s accounting office confirmed to 
LCCN that they cut the $1,500 check to 
Mendez.

The second document was an email 
from Mendez to the South Whittier School 
District Associate Superintendent Rebecca 
Rodriguez asking for help getting the word 
out about CYM classes at Mayberry Park 
in South Whittier. Mendez confirmed to 
LCCN that he had sent the email.

The email read, “Thanks again, Rosa. 
Please find attached a 501 (c)(3) award let-
ter and a nonprofit profile.

Both documents clearly show that de-
spite the state suspension in April 2021 
and the IRS revocation in August 2021, 
Mendez continued to do business for over 
two years. The assuming office 700 shows 
that Mendez is still CEO of CYM.

In a lengthy email exchange, Mendez, 
after all the evidence was presented, lashed 
out at LCCN, writing, “To be responsive to 
your [LCCN] concerns, we are cancelling 
[sic] all our free, affordable, and accessible 
youth karate and meditations programs 
at: Los Angeles County Parks and Recre-
ation; Family Domestic Violence Shelters; 
Self-Defense Classes at LGBTQ+ Centers. 
We deeply regret that we have to cancel 
and understand that we [sic] been offer-
ing often [sic] free, affordable karate and 
meditation course [sic] that would other-
wise be unavailable.  We hope that all our 
students and families find an alternative 
self defense, [sic] well-being and mental 
health services. This will be effective at 
5pm Thursday, May 8, 2025.”

If an organization continues operating 
as a 501(c)(3) after its tax-exempt status 
has been revoked, it can face serious legal 
and financial consequences. If an organi-
zation knowingly misrepresents its tax-ex-
empt status, it may be subject to civil pen-
alties under the Internal Revenue Code § 
7206 and § 7212 and could face criminal 
charges for fraud or false statements if 
there is intent to deceive.

CARDROOMS from page 1

MENDEZ from page 1
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grants rescinded. These organizations are 
now grappling with financial shortfalls 
right in the middle of projects.

Here in SoCal, the impact is immedi-
ate and brutal. Los Angeles’ Cornerstone 
Theater Company had its NEA-funded 
performance “Walking Water” abruptly 
defunded. 
A Political Ploy Disguised 
as Budget Reform

According to news articles, the Trump 
administration placed the NEA and NEH 
on a chopping block labeled “small agen-
cy eliminations,” under the guise of fiscal 
conservatism. Yet critics say the savings 
are negligible, and the message unmis-
takable.

The National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) had an annual budget of approxi-
mately $180 million, which accounts for 
about 0.003% of the federal budget, or 
roughly 55 cents per American per year.

To put that in perspective, the NEA’s 
budget is about the cost of three F-35 
fighter jets; Trump’s proposed birthday 
parade will cost well over $100 million.

“This is a cultural cleansing,” said 
Erin Harkey, CEO of Americans for the 
Arts, in a statement to NPR. “It’s short-
sighted, reckless, and detrimental to our 
nation.”

Southern California’s iconic creative 
institutions — from the Broad Stage in 
Santa Monica to community organiza-
tions in East LA — are now scrambling 
during mid-season and mid-production.

“We’re staring at layoffs, canceled 
programs, and shuttered community 
projects,” said one executive director at 
a mid-sized nonprofit in Long Beach, 
speaking on background to Los Cerritos 
Community News. “Trump pulled the 
rug — and then threw it out the window.”

A lawsuit recently filed by Rhode 
Island Latino Arts and The Theater Of-
fensive, backed by the ACLU, challenges 
the new funding restrictions as unconsti-
tutional. 
Southern California Fights Back

The proposed NEA elimination hits 
especially hard in Southern California, 
where arts generate billions in economic 
activity annually.

Al Vincent, Jr., executive director 
of the Actors’ Equity Association, told 
NPR, “The arts are a massive job creator 
— actors, stagehands, designers, teach-
ers. This is a death blow cloaked as ac-
counting.” 

According to online research, arts and 
culture are a $234 billion industry sup-
porting over 700,000 jobs in California 
alone.

Cities like Los Angeles, Santa Mon-
ica, and Long Beach rely heavily on 
NEA-backed programs to fund com-
munity theater, school partnerships, and 
neighborhood art projects. Many small 
organizations operate on budgets where a 
$10,000 NEA grant can be the difference 
between survival and shutdown.

Local leaders, including Los Ange-
les City Council members, have vowed 
to fight back. Emergency town halls, 
grant-patching coalitions, and fundrais-
ers have surged across the region.

According to the Associated Press, 
L.A. Mayor Karen Bass and the City 
Council have appealed to state and fed-
eral authorities for additional funding to 
mitigate the impact of the NEA cuts. This 
includes seeking disaster recovery aid to 
address the broader budget shortfall af-
fecting various city services, including 
arts programs.

Los Angeles city officials are working 
closely with the Los Angeles County De-
partment of Arts and Culture, which has 
announced over $31 million in awards 

NEA from page 1 to arts, cultural, and equity-building or-
ganizations. This partnership ensures 
that local arts organizations continue to 
receive support despite federal funding 
challenges.

Trump’s proposed defunding of the 
NEA isn’t just a budget line. To artists, 
educators, and cultural workers across 
Southern California, it’s a loud, clear 
message: your stories don’t matter.

And the response? Just as loud.
“We’re not just resisting,” said one 

East LA muralist in a community meet-
ing. “We’re painting our protest on every 
wall, stage, and screen we can find.”

The elimination of NEA funding 
represents a significant challenge to the 
sustainability of Southern California’s 
arts ecosystem, with far-reaching conse-
quences for employment, education, and 
cultural enrichment in the region.

Those hit the hardest by the cuts were 
Cornerstone Theater, LA – “Walking 
Water,” $45,000; $22,000 taken from the 
18th Street Arts Center in Santa Monica; 
$35,000 from the Watts Village Theater 
Company, and $50,000 from LA Opera 
educational outreach.

In a statement, California Senator 
Adam Schiff criticized the abrupt termi-
nation of NEH funding, emphasizing its 
importance to various institutions, “Sup-
porting the NEH is not merely an invest-
ment in cultural preservation; it is also a 
crucial investment in community health, 
education, social development, and eco-
nomic vitality.”

Mark Pulido to 
Run For 67th 
Assembly Seat

This past week, Cerritos City Council-
man Mark Pulido announced his candidacy 
for the 67th Assembly District currently 

represented by Assem-
blymember Sharon 
Quirk-Silva.

Now in his twen-
tieth year in elective 
public office, Mark 
Pulido is a former two-
time Cerritos Mayor, 
and former ABC Uni-
fied School District 
Board President. He 

was the top vote-getter in all of his five 
at-large elections. Cerritos and the ABC 
Unified School District make up more than 
one-fifth of the 67th district, and holds the 
majority of the base of the Democratic reg-
istration and voters.

“Mark Pulido is the best candidate for 
Assembly in the 67th. His deep roots in the 
community, long record of accomplishment 
improving schools, building housing and 
businesses, improving our infrastructure, 
and keeping neighborhoods safe is exactly 
what California and the communities of the 
67th district need,” said Rep. Alan Lowen-
thal. “I wholeheartedly and enthusiastically 
support him.”

California Attorney General Rob Bon-
ta stated, “We have serious issues facing 

our state and communities, which is why 
we need experienced, results oriented leg-
islators like Mark Pulido in the Assembly. 
For more than 20 years, Mark has served 
the City of Cerritos. From School Board, 
to City Council, to twice serving as Mayor, 
Mark is an exemplary public servant who 
puts his constituents first. I was proud to be 
one of Mark’s first endorsers early on in his 
public service career, and I enthusiastically 
endorse him for Assembly District 67 now.”

Pulido’s record of accomplishment 
includes improving and upgrading local 
schools and parks, a reduction of 35% in 
residential crimes, the creation of jobs and 
income for the community, and significant 
investments in local infrastructure, includ-
ing the repair of streets and sidewalks, and 
trimming of over 15,000 trees.

Pulido has been endorsed by the Dem-
ocratic Party and AFL-CIO in every one 
of his previous elections. He has already 
earned the early endorsement of over 150 
elected, appointed and community leaders 
from the 67th District, California and across 
the nation.

Mark Pulido lives in Cerritos with his 
wife Gloria and two children. He grew 
up in the city and is a 53-year resident of 
the district. The son and grandson of U.S. 
Navy and Army Veterans, and local small 
business owners, he graduated from local 
schools, then attended UCLA where he was 
elected Student Body President and editor 
of Pacific Ties, the nation’s oldest collegiate 
Asian Pacific newsmagazine. He earned 
his Masters Degree in Public Policy at the 
University of Chicago and then returned to 
Cerritos to raise his family.

Cerritos Mayor
Mark Pulido

Mark Pulido
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From the 
Mayor’s Desk: 
May 9, 2025
By Cerritos Mayor 
Frank Aurelio Yokoyama 

 
The City of Cerritos is comprised of 

unique and inspiring individuals, busi-
nesses, and services. 

Whether it be 
during City Council 
presentations, ribbon 
cuttings, or various 
events, my Council 
colleagues and I are 
proud to frequently 
celebrate the individ-
uals and organiza-
tions that make our 

community special.
Last month, I was thankful for the 

opportunity to provide opening remarks 
at L.A. County’s UbeFest, promoting 
Filipino heritage to people of all back-
grounds through food and art. 

The event was held in Cerritos at 
Don Knabe Community Regional Park, 
and it occurred the same day as the 
City’s annual Spring Fling & Fireworks 
Spectacular at the Cerritos Sports Com-
plex. 

There, we celebrated the City’s 69th 
birthday and its tremendous growth 
through music, food, and entertainment. 

This month, the City joins commu-
nities across the country in observing 
Asian-American, Native Hawaiian, 
and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, 
as well as Jewish-American Heritage 
Month. 

Cerritos is thankful for the contri-
butions of our friends, neighbors, and 
colleagues who have helped to enrich 
the City’s cultural diversity. 

We also regularly celebrate the cul-
tural influence and service impact of the 
City’s businesses through our monthly 
business spotlight. 

Featured businesses are those that 
have chosen Cerritos as their home and 
whose story highlights the benefits of 
locating in Cerritos. 

The aim of this program is to show-
case local businesses and foster pride in 
Cerritos’ thriving business community 
and strong local economy.

On May 26, a longstanding tradition 
of recognition in our City returns. 

You’re invited to join us at our an-
nual Memorial Day Ceremony to hon-
or those who have given the ultimate 
sacrifice while defending our nation’s 
freedom. 

The event will feature patriotic se-
lections performed by the Cerritos 
Community College Band, City Coun-
cil and dignitary comments, wreath 
laying, dove release, and a moment of 
silence. 

The ceremony begins at 10 a.m. 
near the Veterans Memorial at the Cer-
ritos Civic Center. 

These activities, along with many 
others throughout the year, symbolize 
Cerritos’ commitment to serving others 
and our appreciation for their impact on 
countless individuals locally and be-
yond. 

Our City staff, my Council col-
leagues, and I are proud to serve you. 
Thank you for making Cerritos a spe-
cial place to live, work, and support 
each another.  

As wildfires, earthquakes, and severe 
weather events escalate across Southern 
California, one institution has consistently 
proven itself to be not just relevant but abso-
lutely essential: public radio. 

In moments of crisis—when cell tow-
ers go dark, Wi-Fi fails, and power grids 
collapse—public radio remains on the air, 
calmly delivering life-saving information 
while other media channels go silent.

When Santa Ana winds down power 
lines or wildfires blanket freeways in smoke, 
public radio stands as the unwavering bea-
con of reliable communication for millions, 
instilling a sense of security in the midst of 
chaos. 

Unlike streaming services or social me-
dia platforms that depend on broadband 
and cell service, public radio is engineered 
for resilience. 

Its analog signals reach far beyond urban 
centers, and many stations operate with re-
dundant systems and backup power sources 
that allow them to stay live even when the 
grid fails.

Public radio isn’t just surviving disas-
ters—it’s leading in them.

During recent fire seasons, including the 
Saddleridge Fire in 2019, local public sta-
tions such as KPCC/LAist (89.3 FM) sprang 
into emergency mode, broadcasting evac-
uation orders, real-time road closures, and 
air quality alerts in both English and Span-
ish. That coverage wasn’t just timely—it was 
trusted. While national networks offered 
generic coverage, public radio zoomed in 
on neighborhoods, schools, and streets that 
mattered to Angelenos.

KCRW (89.9 FM), based in Santa Mon-
ica, also pivoted quickly during regional 
blackouts and atmospheric river storms, 
providing coastal communities with accu-
rate updates while local governments scram-
bled to coordinate responses. And these are 
just two examples. Dozens of NPR-affiliated 
stations across California—from the Cen-
tral Coast to the Inland Empire—serve as 
de facto emergency command centers when 
disaster strikes.

In rural areas, where local newspapers 
have folded and television coverage barely 

scratches the surface, public radio emerges 
as the sole source of consistent local journal-
ism. These stations don’t just report news—
they build trust over years of proximity, con-
text, and community engagement, keeping 
the audience informed and connected.

However, today, these stations face a 
different kind of threat-not from nature, 
but from Washington. This looming danger 
should concern us all and spur us into action 
to protect this vital institution.

Last week, former President Donald 
Trump signed an executive order targeting 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
aiming to defund both NPR and PBS. His 
administration claims these outlets are bi-
ased. In reality, the cuts are a cynical attempt 
to silence watchdogs that question pow-
er and amplify voices outside the political 
mainstream. It’s important to note that pub-
lic radio has historically enjoyed bipartisan 
support, and these cuts threaten a service 
that benefits all Americans, regardless of po-
litical affiliation.

At stake are critical funds that keep lo-
cal journalism alive. LAist, for example, 
receives approximately 4% of its operating 
budget—about \$1.7 million—from federal 
CPB grants. That money helps pay a dozen 
journalists, maintain equipment, and fund 
local investigations that would otherwise 
never see the light of day.

KCRW issued a stark warning: “The 
elimination of these funds represents an ex-
istential crisis to independent public radio.” 
That’s not hyperbole. Without federal sup-
port, many smaller stations will be forced 
to cut coverage, lay off reporters, or go dark 
entirely—just when we need them most. 
The potential consequences of these cuts are 
dire, and we must act now to prevent them.

Public radio is not a luxury. It is infra-
structure. It is emergency response. Like 
newspapers, it is democratic accountabili-
ty. It is one of the last trusted institutions in 
American life.

If Congress allows these cuts to go 
through, Southern California—and the na-
tion—will lose far more than a radio signal. 
We’ll lose a lifeline.

~HMG-LCCN

Trump/DOGE Cuts
Public Radio: A Lifeline During 
Southern California Disasters
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By Anita Chabria

President Trump has made it clear since 
his first term that he’s no fan of libraries, or 
books for that matter.

In addition to attempting to cut their 
funding, he created a frenzy over drag queen 
story hours hosted by some libraries and 
backed book banning in school facilities.

Like so much of the Trump 2.0 agen-
da, it turns out that was just the warm-up. 
In the last month, Trump, primarily through 
DOGE, has gutted the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services, the federal organi-
zation that supports the nation’s 123,000 
libraries and 35,000 museums, and demol-
ished the congressionally approved grants 
that fund them. California will be especially 
hard hit. 

So what exactly did Trump do? In 
March, DOGE put on leave the entire IMLS 
staff. Then, in early April, the agency sent 
out letters canceling those 2024 grants 
even though libraries were already using 
the funds, claiming the way the money was 
being spent was “unfortunately inconsistent 
with IMLS’ priorities.”

Cindy Hohl, the president of the Amer-
ican Library Assn., said that priorities in 
April include planning for summer reading 
programs for young kids that help with early 
literacy and preventing learning loss in old-
er kids while school is out. Some of those 
programs even provide lunches for children 
who may otherwise go hungry.

Rebecca Wendt, the deputy state librar-
ian of the California State Library, told me 
the cancellation of the grants was an instant 
loss of about $3 million for California. The 
state library was awarded $15.7 million for 
the year and was still owed the $3 million. 
The grants are given to state libraries, which 
then go to local facilities. The money rep-
resents up to 6% of local budgets, she said.

And it got worse. Applications for next 
year’s grants were sent out in mid-April. 
The grants have been sliced in half.

With both Los Angeles and California 
facing budget crunches, it’s uncertain how 
the loss of the federal funds would be han-
dled. But more than that, Hohl sees the fed-
eral actions as another attack on the fabric 
of American society. “When you look at the 
[banned] book list every year, it’s the same 
titles, and it shows you a very clear picture. 
If they happen to be Black, Indigenous, 
a person of color, or representative of the 
LGBTQIA+ community, those are the titles 
that are targeted and attacked repeatedly .”

Hohl said her organization has filed a 
federal suit against the IMLS, DOGE, and 
others to stop the cuts. Since Congress man-
dates the funds, the suit argues that Trump 
can’t just slash them on his own.

Whether it works, the attack on libraries 
isn’t going to end. Truthful information has 
become an enemy to the MAGA contingent, 
and our once-quiet librarians, Hohl said, are 
“intellectual freedom warriors” ready for a 
long and loud fight.

Trump Targets Library Funding
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Whitney High School held its 
annual Signing Day Event on May 1st 
for two high school seniors, Haylie 
Wang and Kendrick Tan, who will be 
continuing their athletic journey next 
year at Claremont McKenna College 
and Chapman University, respec-
tively. The celebration took place on 
campus at Whtiney High School in 
front of the school administration, 
the student body, family and friends. 
Wang, a member of the girls basket-
ball team, was the 2025 605 League 
MVP, the Hews Media (Community 
News) MVP, and was the CIF South-
ern Section Division 3A First Team 
selection. Wang also led the Whitney 
High School basketball team to its first 
ever Division 4 state championship in 
2025 and was named the MVP of the 
state tournament. Tan was the 2023 
605 League MVP and League Champi-
on for boys golf and led Whitney High 
School to its first ever boys golf league 
title in 2023. For 2025, Tan’s scoring 
average is currently ranked 36th in 

Haylie Wang and Kendrick Tan Signing Day at Whitney HS

the CIF Southern Section which is 
comprised of over 3,200 golfers. Both 
Wang and Tan commented during the 
day that they enjoyed the tightknit 
community and support that they 
received while at Whitney High School 
which allowed them to succeed both 
academically and athletically. These 
traits were also echoed by Principal 
Tuesday Stoffers who spoke glowingly 
that both Wang and Tan represented the 
best that Whitney has to offer. As for 
the future? Wang is looking forward to 
challenging herself both academically 
and athletically in a new community 
at Claremont McKenna College and is 
excited to play again with her older sis-
ter Kylie Wang, who is also a member 
of the Claremont McKenna basketball 
team. Tan is looking forward to the 
new connections and opportunities 
he will experience at a distinguished 
university such as Chapman University 
and can’t believe that he will continue 
playing the game he loves at the next 
level.

SIGNED: Haylie Wang (top) seated surrounded by her basketball teammates and 
coaches will attend Claremont-McKenna College. Kendrick Tan, seated, surrounded 
by his golf teammates and coaches will attend Chapman.

Cerritos Named a 
Tree City USA

For the 26th year, the City of Cerritos 
has been named a Tree City USA by the 
Arbor Day Foundation.

The recently announced honor, award-
ed for calendar year 2024, is given to select 
cities throughout the country for their out-
standing community forestry programs and 
commitment to their urban forest. Among 
the program requirements are the existence 
of a tree board or department, a tree care 
ordinance, a comprehensive forestry pro-
gram, and an Arbor Day observance.

Since the City’s incorporation in 1956, 
the Public Works Department has planted 
more than 30,000 trees along City side-
walks and medians, next to freeway ramps, 
and throughout the City’s many parks and 
recreation facilities. In Cerritos, nearly 
every home has a City tree planted in its 
parkway. Approximately 250 young trees 
are planted each year to replace those that 
are damaged by storms, age, or accidents. 
Trees help clean the air and have also been 
shown to increase property values.

Residents are encouraged to properly 
care for the trees in their front and back 
yards.

For more information on proper tree 
care, call the Public Works Department at 
(562) 916-1220 or visit cerritos.gov/tree-
care.

One-Day Book Sale 
at the Cerritos Library 

The Friends of the Cerritos Library will 
hold a one-day book sale from 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 17 in the Cer-
ritos Library. The sale will be held on the 
first floor, near the Craftsman area. A great 

selection of fiction and nonfiction books in 
English and foreign languages, plus mul-
timedia items, will be available at bargain 
prices. Come early for the best selection.  

The Cerritos Library is located at 
18025 Bloomfield Avenue in the Cerritos 
Civic Center. For more information about 
the book sale, call (562) 916-1342. Funds 
raised by the Friends of the Cerritos Li-
brary help support the Summer Reading 
Program and art and writing contests for 
students. 

Pan American Fiesta 
at Mayfair Park

The Pan American Fiesta is returning 
to Mayfair Park in Lakewood with its clas-
sic mix of new attractions combined with 
Lakewood traditions now through Sunday, 
May 11. Some of the features of the 2025 
Pan Am Fiesta include food trucks and food 
booths, with creative and popular menus; 
exhilarating attractions…and lots of carni-
val rides, for young kids, teens and adults; 
live music on Friday and Saturday night; 
a traditional flag presentation ceremony of 
the United States and all countries of the 
Americas; a children’s cultural booth and 
Pan Am Fiesta historical display, and arts 
and crafts vendors offering unique gifts.

Friday, May 9: Open 5 to 10 p.m. with 
food, carnival rides, and entertainment.

Saturday, May 10: Open 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. with food, carnival rides, craft show, 
cultural booths, historical display and en-
tertainment. 

Sunday, May 11:  Carnival rides all 
day from 12 to 9 p.m. 
Free shuttle service on Sat., May 10

On Saturday, May 10 from 10 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m. a free shuttle runs every 15 min-
utes from Lakewood City Hall (Clark/Del 
Amo) east parking lot to the Pan Am Fiesta 
entrance.
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With a variety of yacht-rock and rock 
and roll features, the BeachLife Festival 
in Redondo Beach outshined even with 
the gloomy skies. The festival took place 
on May 2 through May 4 with a setlist of 
seven acts across two stages each day. 

Most notably, the festival highlights 
were Lenny Kravitz and Train on May 2; 
Sublime, Pretenders and Sugar Ray on 
May 3; and Alanis Morissette and The 
Beach Boys with John Stamos on May 4. 

The festival was complete with food 
and drink vendors, booths with free 
merchandise, continuous live music on 
both stages, patios to hang out at and free 
karaoke. 

Booths included Grillo’s Pickles, 
which had a mechanical pickle that attend-
ees could ride and receive a free hat along 
with free pickle samples, pins, stickers 
and magnets; Skechers, which had an ac-
tivities for festival-goers with the chance 
to win a free pair of slides; and BeatBox, 
which gave out samples to guests over 21 

Aloe Blacc, Train and Lenny Kravitz Highlighted the Redondo Beach Beachlife Festival
years of age and had free merchandise like 
bucket hats and bandanas. 

There were two main stages: High 
Tide, which were the main headliners, 
and Low Tide, which were acts who were 
not as well-known. The High Tide stage 
was on top of grass offering attendees a 
stable standing environment, whereas the 
Low Tide stage was atop the beach’s sand, 
making it a little difficult for attendees to 
keep their balance. 

Each stage was standing room only, 
however some festival-goers brought 
along beach blankets or towels to reserve 
some seating prior to the concert’s start. 

Opening the mid-afternoon on Friday, 
Aloe Blacc hyped up the crowd with a 
combination of popular 2010s tracks like 
the 2013 track “The Man” and soon-to-be 
new releases. Train took the stage soon 
after performing a combination of both 
original music like “Save Me San Francis-
co”. and covers such as “Lose Control”. 
Train’s Pat Monahan was not the only 
vocalist on stage — 13 year-old son Rock 
Monahan 

The evening brought out Lenny 

Kravitz who sported a leather jacket and 
lowrise jeans on stage with his band. With 
the most visually interesting and vocally 
stunning performance of Friday night, 
Kravitz had the crowd jumping, singing 
and dancing along. Performing hits like 
“It Ain’t Over ‘Til It’s Over” and “Fly 
Away”, Kravitz and band created and 
maintained the aesthetic that Beachlife 
Festival was reaching for.  

Over all, the weekend was stacked 
with an interesting mix of performances 

By Stepheny Gehrig

THOUSANDS ATTEND: The festival was complete with food and drink vendors, 
booths with free merchandise, continuous live music on two stages, patios to hang out at 
and free karaoke. Photo by Stepheny Gehrig.

that truly showed out. The ability to ex-
plore the High Tide and Low Tide stages, 
along with activities, merchandise and 
food and drinks throughout the day gave 
attendees the chance to maintain a relaxed 
vibe. 

Although food and drinks were on 
the pricier end, around $17 to $30 for 
drinks or food, individually, the venue and 
acts throughout the night made the show 
worthwhile. Festival-goers were not able 
to leave and come back to the venue and 
security was strict on what was allowed 
within the gates, so if you plan to go to the 
next Beachlife Festival, make sure you set 
aside a good chunk of money to spend on 
food and drinks. 

LENNY KRAVITZ (L),  Train, Sublime, 
Pretenders,,Sugar Ray,  Alanis Morissette 
and The Beach Boys played at the event.
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Rep. Derek Tran Receives First City Tile From Cerritos

CERRITOS FIRST: Cerritos Mayor Frank Yokoyama (left), during the NLC 
Congressional City Conference in Washington DC, with Congressman Derek Tran 
at his DC office. After discussing federal funding requests for Cerritos, Yokoyama 
presented Tran with the Official City of Cerritos Tile for his office,  the tile was the  
first City Tile that Congressman Tran received.

New Businesses in La Mirada
Golf Plus

Golf Plus is a premier indoor golf 
facility located at  15020 La Mirada 
Boulevard, which held a ribbon cutting 
ceremony in January.  The venue offers 
state-of-the-art golf simulation tech-
nology, providing golfers with immer-
sive virtual experiences that replicate 
courses worldwide.  Golf Plus features a 
full-service kitchen and bar with expan-
sive menu offerings, making it an ideal 
spot for social gatherings. Private rooms 
accommodating up to 10 people are also 
available for events and group activi-

ties.  Golf Plus is open Sunday through 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to  10 p.m. 
and Thursday through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 11 p.m.  For more information, 
visit golfnplus.com.
Five Below

Five Below is known for its wide va-
riety of trendy and affordable products, 
located at 15743 Imperial Highway.  
Shelves are filled with an array of prod-
ucts, including toys, games, technology 
accessories, snacks and candy, beauty 
products,  home décor and much more.  
Five Below is open Monday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m
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OLYMPIC LEAGUE SOFTBALL
Valley Christian Displays Offensive Attack Early and Often Against Whittier Christian

By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

 
LA HABRA-In one of its biggest 

offensive showings of the season, Valley 
Christian High not only snapped an 11-
game losing streak to Whittier Christian 
High, the queens of the Olympic League, 
they showed no mercy with the bats. The 
Defenders broke an early 1-1 tie with 
five runs in the top of the second inning 
and after adding a run in each of the 
next two innings, pounded out six more 
in the fifth.

The result was an emphatic 14-1 
victory over the Heralds last Thursday, 
keeping V.C.’s hopes of a rare Olympic 
League title alive at the time. V.C. was 
hoping for a miracle and got it earlier 
this past week. By virtue of a 13-2 win at 
Village Christian High this past Monday 
and a 16-0 win against Maranatha High 
this past Tuesday, coupled with Heri-
tage Christian High upsetting Whittier 
Christian, the Defenders jumped over 
the Heralds for first place and captured 
the program’s first league title since 2014 
and eighth since 2003.

“Obviously, we all know they’re 
a good team, but we picked up on 
something last time we played them; 
off [Whittier Christian pitcher] Bobbi 
Lozano’s arm for us offensively as far as 
her pitch sequence,” said V.C. head coach 
Chet Kingery. “We played a little game 
with them; acted like we knew what they 
were calling, but we had no idea what 
they were calling. We really worked on 
that in [batting practice] all week, and 
we found the barrel and hit the ball hard 
off them.”

V.C. (15-5-1, 7-1) set the tone on the 
second pitch of the top of the first inning 
when junior center fielder Choyce 
Chambers sent a Lozano pitch over the 
left center fence for a home run. The 
Heralds answered back in their half of 
the inning when Rylee Cull singled with 
one out and scored on the next pitch 
when Sofia Hernandez tripled down 
the right field line. Those would be the 
only two hits sophomore pitcher Rachel 
Zhang allowed in the five-inning contest. 
In fact, three other runners would reach 
base; two on walks and the other on an 

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

Be alert!

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

Be informed!
Be prepared!

Visit www.crimemapping.com for easy access to current neighborhood crime reports, statistics and maps.

VALLEY CHRISTIAN HIGH  sophomore pitcher Rachel Zhang delivers one of 
her 66 pitches in the bottom of the first inning against Whittier Christian High. She 
allowed just two hits, both in the inning and on consecutive pitches as the Defenders 
posted a 14-1 victory. Zhang struck out four and walked two in the five-inning 
contest.Photo by Steve Fericean.

VALLEY CHRISTIAN HIGH junior designated player Brianna Ramirez 
safely slides into second base after reaching on an error in the top of the second 
inning last Thursday against Whittier Christian High. She would later score 
the eventual game-winning run on a single from junior center fielder Choyce 
Chambers as the Defenders pounded the Heralds 14-1.Photo by Steve Fericean.

error, while Zhang struck out four bat-
ters and threw 66 pitches.

But the story of the game was the 
offense, and a lot of it. The Defenders 
batted around in the second, aided by a 
pair of errors that put junior designated 
player Brianna Ramirez and freshman 
third baseman Molly Douglas on base. 
Two batters later and now with two outs, 
Chambers singled to left to drive in a 
pair of runs. Then junior catcher Peyton 
Kingery brought in Chambers with a 
double to the left field fence. Lozano 
walked senior first baseman Kayla Mar-

tin and on the next pitch, a double from 
senior shortstop Britton Brown plated 
freshman courtesy runner Jewel Malae 
and Martin to chase Lozano from the 
circle. But even with a 6-1 lead this early 
in the game, Chet Kingery said he would 
not be comfortable until the final out of 
the game.

“Just because I know how they are as 
a team,” he said. “They hit the ball very 
well and they’re a very good team. No 
lead is safe against a team like that.”

Sofia Gonzalez walked senior left 
fielder Zoee Barrett to lead off the third 
and after a wild pitch, scored on another 
error to make it 7-1. In the next inning, 
Chambers led off with a single to center, 
stole second, went to third on a wild 
pitch and stole home.

Barrett and Ramirez began the fifth 
inning with base hits and after both were 
moved over on a sacrifice from Doug-
las, junior second baseman Aubrielle 
Ramirez drove in two runs with a single 
to right. After the second out, Kingery 
singled to right followed by a walk to 
Martin and a double from Brown. The fi-
nal hit of the game was a two-run single 
from sophomore right fielder Tallulah 
Ireland.

Brown and Chambers each had three 
hits while Kingery and Ramirez each 
added a pair. Every starter, plus Malae 
either had a hit, drove in a run or scored 
and eight of the 10 players touched 
home plate at least once. The 14 runs 
scored were the sixth most at the time 
and the 13 hits collected were the fifth 
most at the time in any game this season.

Monday thru Saturday - 
6 pm to 12 Midnight

Doors open at 4pm
Sunday 2 pm to 9 pm

Doors open at 12pm

THE BINGO CLUB IS A FUCTION OF AND OPERATED BY THE IRVING I. MOSKOWITZ 
FOUNDATION NON-PROFIT PUBLIC CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION.

3 SESSIONS PER DAY!!!
25 Games per Session

EXCLUSIVE VARIETY OF PULL TABS!!!

• Smoke Free Indoors • Snack Bar • Security on Site • 
Ample parking • ATM’s Available

{See VALLEY, page 12}
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605 LEAGUE BASEBALL
Bench Player Puts Artesia in Playoffs 

With Walk-Off Hit as Pioneers Edge Glenn

By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

 
Third place in the 605 League and 

an automatic berth in next week’s 
CIF-Southern Section divisional playoffs 
was on the line when Artesia High host-
ed John Glenn Hogh last Friday. While 
the game may have meant more for the 
visiting Eagles as they were under .500 
for the season, the Pioneers, with 
a loss, didn’t 
want any part 
of waiting to 
see if they 
got in as an 
at-large rep-
resentative 
since they had 
a winning 
record.

Well, there won’t be 
any hoping, waiting and 
wondering ahead of Saturday’s brack-
et release as junior pinch hitter Juan 
Pablo De Avila, once down 0-2 in the 
count, fouled off three straight pitch-
es from senior Brandon Rivera before 
depositing a base hit to left with the 
bases loaded to drive in junior short-
stop Devon Torrez and give the hosts 
a 5-4 victory. Artesia, which would fall 
to Anaheim High 5-3 the next day in a 
non-league contest, began the week at 
16-8-1, 5-4-1.

“He’s done it three times already this 
year where he comes in to pinch hit and 
clutches up,” said Artesia head coach 

Jose Serrano. “He did it Tuesday against 
Glenn; he’s the one who got the first RBI. 
He never complains and just plays hard. 
I had to go with the hot hand.”

De Avila’s RBI on May 29 tied the 
game 1-1 in the top of the fifth inning 
and the Pioneers went on to win that 
game 4-1. But in the bottom of the sev-
enth last Friday, junior Bert Rodriguez 

walked Torrez, who advanced on a 
wild pitch, and intentionally walked 

senior center-
fielder Jose 
Garcia. After 
a sacrifice 
from junior 
first base-

man Adrian 
Romero, an-

other intentional 
walk loaded the 

bases before the pitching 
change.

“I’m just really proud of them,” 
said Glenn first-year head coach Ken 
Mason. “I’ve been proud of them all 
season. We talked about making adjust-
ments; we struggled at the plate early 
and then slowly we started figuring 
it out. We started squaring up some 
balls…we made some adjustments in the 
last inning and battled. I’m really sad for 
my players that we came up short.”

Early on, both starting pitchers had 
escaped what could have been an early 
barrage of scoring. Artesia senior Angel 

{See ARTESIA, page 12}

By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

 
The dominoes keep falling for the 

shifting of leagues as seven area schools 
were part of 55 schools that voted on 
re-leaguing for the beginning of the 
2026-2027 academic year. The voting 
occurred last Thursday at the Whittier 
Union High School District office.

Six different proposals were sub-
mitted, and after four rounds of voting, 
Proposal C came out on top, 34-20. 

The proposal calls for the 605 
League, Almont League, Del Rio League, 
Foothill League, Mission Valley League, 
Pacific League, Rio Hondo League, and 
the Suburban Valley Conference (Gate-
way League and Mid-Cities League) 
to condense into four leagues ranging 
anywhere from seven schools to twenty 
schools. All the schools involved are 
from the Foothill Area, with the addition 
of Gabrielino High and Marshall Funda-
mental High.

The league, consisting of twenty 
schools, involves the current 605 League, 
Del Rio League, Gateway League, and 
Mid-Cities League, which currently have 
a combined 22 schools. 

Dominguez High, part of the Subur-
ban Valley Conference, will move into 
another league not part of the Foothill 
Area, and El Rancho High, from the Del 
Rio League, will partner with schools 
currently in the Almont League and 
Mission Valley League.

Names of the new conference and/
or leagues will be revealed sometime 
during the 2025-2026 school year. This 
is the third time since the 2018-2019 
school year that the seven area schools 
have been part of such a change. It began 
with the defection of Artesia High, Cer-
ritos High and John Glenn High from 
the Suburban League, Oxford Academy 
and Whitney High from the Academy 
League and Pioneer High from the Del 
Rio League. Those six schools formed 
the 605 League, leaving the Suburban 

League with Bellflower High, La Mirada 
High, Mayfair High and Norwalk High.

Beginning with the 2022-2023 school 
year, the four Suburban League schools 
joined forces with the six San Gabriel 
Valley League schools-Dominguez, 
Downey High, Gahr High, Lynwood 
High, Paramount High and Warren 
High plus Firebaugh High, and branched 
into two leagues with the top five in 
each sport based off their records from 
the previous season being put into the 
Gateway League and the other six in the 
Mid-Cities League.

Proposal A, which garnered 20 votes 
in the final round, would have called 
for the 605 League and Del Rio League 
to join forces with the Suburban Valley 
Conference while adding El Rancho to 
the Almont League and Blair High to the 
Pacific League.

Whitney principal Tuesday Stoffers, 
the 605 League president, had submitted 
another proposal that was voted 6-0 but 
according to co-athletic director Virgin-
ia Brice, one proposal was just as good as 
the next.

“We were going to have the same 
results no matter which proposal came 
about,” she said. “We weren’t invested in 
any one of the proposals more than the 
other when we came here.”

After the first round, Proposal A had 
26 votes to 23 for Proposal C with the 
605 League voting for the former while 
Gahr and Norwalk voted for Proposal 
C. La Mirada was the only school which 
voted for another proposal which lasted 
two rounds.

Proposal C was the leader after the 
second round, 31-21 and 37-17 after the 
third round. Artesia voted for Proposal 
A in the first three rounds and Cerritos 
in the first two rounds while John Glenn 
and Whitney switched to Proposal C 

after the first round. Gahr and Norwalk 
were the two area schools to vote for 
Proposal C in every round while La 
Mirada voted for Proposal C in the final 
three rounds.

The hope for the new conference/
leagues is to allow more opportunities 
for teams that have been struggling to 
finish in the upper halves of their leagues 
to get them that automatic berth in the 
CIF-Southern Section playoffs. It will 
also increase the chances of teams win-
ning league titles instead of finishing in 
third, fourth, or even fifth place.

“Hopefully, this will allow us to have 
more competitive equity for each sport,” 
said Brice. “We have some sports, for 
example girls water polo…we’re not even 
in a league right now. So, being in a con-
ference would allow our girls water polo 
team to be in a league.”

Another example Brice used was ten-
nis, which as she puts it, is split between 
‘very high performing schools’ and 
‘very low performing schools’. The new 
conference would give the ‘very high 
performing schools’ better opportunities 
to play more ‘high performing schools’ 
while the ‘lower performing schools’ 
would play more equitable schools.

Brice hopes this would give Whitney 
a middle ground from not only playing 
more superior schools but limiting the 
distance its teams were subjected to 
when the Wildcats were in the old Acad-
emy League and Delphic League. While 
in those two leagues, Whitney would 
have had to travel as far south as San 
Juan Capistrano or as far north the San 
Fernando Valley for league games.

She also said that the number of 
leagues will be determined next year 
will be based off participation per 

{See LEAGUE, page 12}

By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X

 
Graduation for the area schools is 

anywhere from two weeks away to the 
first week of June and for those senior 
athletes, this is the last chance to compete 
for a CIF-Southern Section divisional 
championship, or a team title in certain 
sports. Here’s a rundown of what hap-
pened the previous week and what’s on 
the docket in the upcoming week or so.
BASEBALL

Artesia High ended the regular season 
with a 3-1 win over Santiago High this 
past Tuesday and enters the playoffs with 
an overall record of 17-8-1. The Pioneers 
finished in third place in the 605 League 
with a 5-4-1 mark. They are looking up at 
league champion Oxford Academy and 
second place Cerritos High, which went 
14-13, 7-3 after getting swept by the Pa-
triots in the last week of the season. This 
is the first time since 2018 the Dons have 
not had a piece of the 605 League crown.

Gahr High has been in playoff mode 
since the first game of the season and that 
included this past week when the Glad-
iators fell to Orange Lutheran High 4-3 
this past Tuesday and Huntington Beach 
High 13-6 this past Wednesday. Gahr, 
the second place team from the Gateway 
League, enters the postseason at 16-12, 
9-3 in league.

Gateway League champion La Mirada 
High wrapped up the regular season 
with a come from behind 7-5 win over 
Arcadia High this past Tuesday and a 4-1 
victory over Tesoro High the next night. 

The Matadores (21-6, 10-2) lost both 
league games to Gahr.

Norwalk High bounced back from 
a disastrous 2024 season by going 15-8 
this season and won 11 of 15 Mid-Cities 
League games, good enough for third 
place.

At one point, Valley Christian High 
was 4-7 before bouncing back in Olympic 
League play to finish in second place, 
a game behind Maranatha High. The 
Defenders (15-10, 6-2), shutout Marana-
tha 2-0 last Friday, then edged Bishop 
Montgomery High 5-4 this past Tuesday 
as they enter the postseason winners of 
seven of the last eight games and 11 of 14.

The playoff brackets will be released 
on Monday at 10:00 a.m.
SOFTBALL

Cerritos doesn’t know anything about 
finishing somewhere other than first 
place in the 605 League because all the 
Dons have done is win league title after 
league title. Six full seasons since the 
birth of the league and six straight first 
place showings is what the program has 
done. Cerritos blanked Oxford Academy 
last Friday and Artesia this past Tuesday 
by identical 10-0 scores to go undefeated 
in 10 league games for the fourth time 
since 2021.

Gahr blanked Downey High 4-0 this 
past Tuesday to end the regular season 
13-12-2, 6-2 in the Gateway League. The 
Gladiators have yet to move two games 
north of .500 and their longest winning 
streak is three games, accomplished 

NEWS AND NOTES FROM PRESS ROW
Regular Season Ends While 

Some Sports Have Begun the Playoffs

{See NEWS, page 12}
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Solution on page 14

“That just goes to the work we put 
in during the week,” said Chet Kingery. 
“We work hard on the defensive side, but 
we work equally as hard on the offensive 
side. You still have to hit to win, and 
your lineup is always good as the backup 
player. We try to make everybody equal 
across the board so we don’t have a weak 
link in our chain.”

While nothing was clinched by the 
time the game was over, there was a brief 
message sent to the team as it still had 
two more league contests to play before 
the end of the regular season.

“Celebrate your hard work today, but 
back to the drawing board tomorrow for 
Monday,” said Chet Kingery.

The CIF-Southern Section divisional 
playoff brackets will be released on Mon-
day and according to the latest power 
rankings that came out this past Tuesday, 
the Defenders are ranked 78th.

VALLEY  from page 10

Estrada allowed a two-out single to ju-
nior third baseman Josiah Alcala in the 
top of the first before getting a ground-
out to end the frame. Estrada then 
walked senior catcher Raymond Acosta 
to lead off the second and after striking 
out junior pitcher Evan Perez, yielded a 
single to Rivera. But that’s all Glenn got 
in the inning.

Meanwhile, the Pioneers began their 
first inning strong as sophomore second 
baseman Michael Nava singled, and 
Torrez was safe on an error. After a sac-
rifice, Perez walked Romero to load the 
bases. But a pop-up and a strikeout kept 
the game scoreless. When it was all said 

ARTESIA  from page 11

and done, Artesia had stranded nine 
runners while Glenn left eight runners 
on base.

“That’s what has been going on with 
us this year,” said Serrano. “We’ve had 
the bases loaded so many times this year 
and we can’t figure it out. Like I told the 
kids, you can’t give up. It’s frustrating 
having the bases loaded with one out, 
or none out and not scoring. But it’s 
just keep grinding, keep grinding and 
finally, one out, bases loaded and look, 
base hit to win the game.”

In the third, Nava beat out an infield 
single and Torrez had a base hit to the 
left field gap to set the stage for senior 
center fielder Victor Sanchez, whose 
double to the left field gap made it 2-0. 
In the next inning with one out, senior 
third baseman Daniel Carbajal was 
walked, and senior catcher Daniel Loera 
was safe on an error. Carbajal would 
later come home on another error and a 
fielder’s choice from Torrez made it 4-0.

The Eagles would finally get to Estra-
da in the fifth when senior right fielder 
Angel Aguilar was safe on an error and 
scored when Rodriguez laced a single to 
left that glanced off the glove of Torrez. 
In the seventh, and with junior Emman-
uel Rocha on the mound for the Pio-
neers, Aguilar doubled to the right field 
gap and one out later, Alcala singled 
down the right field line and advanced 
on an error, making it 4-2. Rodriguez 
and Acosta followed with singles, the 
latter making it 4-3 and the former tied 
the game by stealing home.

“It’s not a matter of our players…
their heart is there; they’re trying,” said 
Mason. “We’re just not quite there as 
a team. So, we’re just going to have to 
keep working at it. They haven’t been 
in this situation that often, and so it’s 

difficult when you get into that pressure 
situation. Moving forward, we have to 
learn how to handle the pressure a little 
bit better. I think that’s what it comes 
down to.”

Alcala went three for three while 
Rivera and Rodriguez each had a pair 
of hits while Nava had two of the five 
hits collected by Artesia. Estrada went 
six strong innings, allowing five hits and 
striking out five while walking three.

“Oh my god, that kid…last year I 
think he was our number one if you ask 
me and this year, he’s been struggling,” 
said Serrano. “His confidence has been 
down, but man, today he just came out 
and just showed his true self and threw 
strikes. He jumped ahead; didn’t fall 
behind much, so it’s a big difference 
when you throw strikes and that’s what 
he did today.”

Artesia, which ended the regular 
season this past Tuesday against Santi-
ago High, advances to the playoffs for 
the fourth straight season and the 16 
wins are already the most since the 2007 
team went 16-12. Meanwhile, after go-
ing 13-9 in a dramatic turnaround 2024 
season, the Eagles fell to 7-16, 4-6 and 
will miss the playoffs for fifth straight 
season. They hosted Estancia High this 
past Tuesday.

“All the respect to Glenn,” said Ser-
rano. “It seems like this year, they did an 
amazing job and just battled with every 
team. It made it hard for everyone, but 
in the last inning, one bad pitch here, 
one bad pitch there. They battled; they 
put the ball in play and made something 
happen. I think that was the difference 
there.”

“It’s real difficult,” said Mason. “I’m 
real sad for my five seniors. I really 
wanted them to experience [the play-
offs]. For the first two years, their fresh-
men and sophomore years, they were 
the doormat of the 605 League, and we 
just struggled to get that clutch hit. We 
let games slip away that we should have 
won in league. If we would have had 
two clutch hits, we wouldn’t have been 
in this situation today, in a must-win.”

LEAGUE from page 11

sport. There’s some speculation that the 
20-school league will most likely be di-
vided into three leagues. But it’s possible 
it could be a four-league conference. 
One thing to keep in mind as it relates to 
the major sports is that Oxford Acad-
emy and Whitney do not field football 
programs.

“All sports will not be the same,” said 
Brice. “But that’s what next year is for. 
That hasn’t been decided yet.”

twice.
The champions of the Gateway 

League once again is La Mirada, which 
moved to 23-4, 8-0 after an 11-3 win at 
Mayfair High. The Matadores lost con-
secutive games after winning four straight 
to begin the season and a few games later, 
went on a 15-game winning streak and 
half their losses came to Orange Luther-
an.

Norwalk had an up and down season 
and at one point, was struggling at 2-8-1. 
But two days later came the beginning 
of Mid-Cities League action and just like 
that, the Lancers begin the playoffs with a 
12-13-1 record, 8-2 in league and second 
place. Norwalk has not been above .500 
all season.

A little late season surprise propelled 
Valley Christian to an Olympic League 
title. Last Wednesday, the Defenders 
were in second place in league with a 4-1 
record, trailing Whittier Christian High, 
which was 6-0. V.C. then crushed Whit-
tier Christian 14-1 last Thursday and 
defeated Village Christian High 13-2 and 
Marantha High 16-0 this past Monday 
and Tuesday, respectively while Heritage 
Christian High surprised Whittier Chris-
tian earlier in the week. V.C. would fall to 
El Segundo High 9-2 this past Wednes-
day to conclude the regular season at 
15-6-1, 7-1.

The playoff brackets will be released 
on Monday at noon.
BOYS VOLLEYBALL

A pair of area teams advanced to the 
second round of the playoffs, but neither 
could pull off a victory. Norwalk fell to 
El Toro High in four sets in Division 
6 action while in a Division 7 match, 
Whitney High lost to Jurupa Valley High 
in four sets as well.
BOYS TENNIS

First round matches began this past 
Wednesday and Whitney got past El 
Dorado High 11-7 in Division 2 action. 
The Wildcats will host Great Oak High 
on Friday while Cerritos cruised past Yu-
caipa High 16-2 in Division 5 action and 
will face Trabuco Hills High on Friday. 
The Mustangs slammed V.C. 16-2.

In Division 6 action, La Mirada tied 
Arroyo High 9-9, but prevailed in games 
won, 85-75 and will host Heritage High 
on Friday while in Division 7 action, 
Gahr knocked off Palmdale High 13-5 on 
the road to earn a home match against 
Elsinore High on Friday.
TRACK AND FIELD

Many athletes will be all over South-
ern California in the CIF-SS preliminar-
ies all day Saturday. Cerritos and Norwalk 
will compete in Division 2 at Ontario 
High, Artesia, Gahr and La Mirada will 
be at Yorba Linda High in Division 3 
competition while Carpinteria High is 
home to Division 4 schools, including 
John Glenn High, V.C. and Whitney.
SWIMMING AND DIVING

Whitney sophomore Trisha Lapidario 
had a score of 321.80 in the Division 2 
1-meter diving event. She was one of 14 
divers who competed in the event last 
Wednesday at the Marguerite Aquatic 
Complex and picked up six points that 
will go towards her team score once the 
swimming events have been completed. 
The Division 2 and 3 preliminaries were 
this past Wednesday with the finals on 
Friday while the Division 4 finals were 
held on May 8. The preliminaries and 
finals are at Mt. San Antonio College.

In the Division 4 prelims this past 
Tuesday, Gahr senior Carlos Valderra-
ma had the top time in the 200-yard IM 
(1:56.10) and in the 100-yard butterfly 
(49.60).

NEWS from page 11
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING/PROPOSED ORDINANCE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Cerritos City Council will conduct a public 
hearing at a regular meeting on Thursday, May 22, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. on 
the following matter: Review and consideration to waive full reading of 
and introduce AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CERRITOS AMENDING 
TITLE 2 OF THE CERRITOS MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING CHAPTER 2.22, 
ESTABLISHING AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION.* Review and 
consideration to waive full reading of and adopt A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY OF CERRITOS PROVIDING FOR THE ORGANIZATION, MEMBERSHIP, 
AND DUTIES OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. *Pursuant 
to Sections 15061(b)(3) and 15378(b)(5) of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, this administrative activity is not a 
“project” under CEQA, and even if it were, the proposed amendment is 
exempt from CEQA review. City Attorney Summary: This proposed ordinance 
will establish the economic development commission, an advisory body 
subordinate to the City Council, and made up of five commissioners who 
either reside or own a business in the City of Cerritos. The purpose of the 
economic development commission will be to attract, retain, and enhance 
economic development opportunities within the City. Each member of 
the economic development commission will be appointed by a member 
of the City Council, and it is proposed that the administrative functions 
and operations of the economic development commission will be handled 
by the Department of Community Development. This public hearing will be 
conducted in-person in the Cerritos City Council Chamber, 18125 Bloomfield 
Avenue, Cerritos, California, 90703. The meeting will also air live on Cerritos TV3 
and will be streamed over the City of Cerritos website at www.cerritos.gov. A copy 
of the related agenda report will be available for download from the website on 
the Friday prior to the public meeting. Public comments can be provided during 
the meeting or via email to city_clerk@cerritos.us or by hard copy to the Office of 
the City Clerk no later than 3:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. Please identify 
the agenda item number in the subject line of the email or hard copy document. 
All written correspondence received by the 3:00 p.m. deadline will be distributed 
to the legislative body prior to the meeting. If you challenge the above mentioned 
item and related actions in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues 
you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in 
written correspondence emailed to the Office of the City Clerk prior to the public 
hearing. Any person interested in this matter may contact the Office of the City 
Clerk at (562) 916-1248 for additional information and/or appear at the hearing 
in person or by agent and be heard. /s/Cynthia Nava, City Clerk
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Cerritos City Council will conduct a public 
hearing at a regular meeting on Thursday, May 22, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. on the 
following matter: Review and consideration to waive full reading of and 
adopt A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CERRITOS APPROVING AN UPDATE 
TO THE CITY OF CERRITOS TITLE VI PROGRAM, WHICH PROVIDES FOR 
NON DISCRIMINATORY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICES (CERRITOS 
ON WHEELS AND DIAL-A-RIDE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS). This public 
hearing will be conducted in-person in the Cerritos City Council Chamber, 18125 
Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, California, 90703. The meeting will also air live on 
Cerritos TV3 and will be streamed over the City of Cerritos website at www.
cerritos.gov. A copy of the related agenda report will be available for download 
from the website on the Friday prior to the public meeting. Public comments 
can be provided during the meeting or via email to city_clerk@cerritos.us or by 
hard copy to the Office of the City Clerk no later than 3:00 p.m. on the day of 
the meeting. Please identify the agenda item number in the subject line of the 
email or hard copy document. All written correspondence received by the 3:00 
p.m. deadline will be distributed to the legislative body prior to the meeting. If 
you challenge the above mentioned item and related actions in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence emailed to the 
Office of the City Clerk prior to the public hearing. Any person interested in this 
matter may contact the Office of the City Clerk at (562) 916-1248 for additional 
information and/or appear at the hearing in person or by agent and be heard. /s/
Cynthia Nava, City Clerk
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CITY OF BELLFLOWER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT CASE NO. CU 24-08 AND 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW CASE NO. DR 4-24-15216

TAKE NOTICE that the Bellflower Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, 
May 19, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers located at 16600 Civic Center Drive, Bellflow-
er, CA 90706 to consider a Conditional Use Permit (“CUP”) and a Development Review (“DR”) to 
allow the construction of a 3,780-square foot restaurant with a drive-through component within the 
General Commercial (“C-G”) zone on property located at 10355 Alondra Boulevard.

The City reviewed the environmental impacts of the proposed project pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code §§ 21000, et seq. “CEQA”) and the regulations 
promulgated thereunder (14 Cal. Code of Regs. §§ 15000, et seq., the “CEQA Guidelines”). CEQA 
Guideline § 15303 (New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures) provides an exemption in 
urbanized areas, up to four such commercial buildings not exceeding 10,000 square feet in floor area 
on sites zoned for such use if not involving the use of significant amounts of hazardous substanc-
es where all necessary public services and facilities are available, and the surrounding area is not 
environmentally sensitive. This project proposes the construction of a 3,780-square-foot restaurant 
building.
 
The City of Bellflower invites members of the public to review and comment on this item. Copies 
of the staff report and supporting documents regarding this matter may be inspected by the public 
on the City’s website at www.bellflower.org, or by appointment in the Planning Division’s Office at 
Bellflower City Hall, 16600 Civic Center Drive, Bellflower, California, telephone number (562) 804-
1424, extension 2314. All written comments concerning this may be submitted to Kathryn Brun at 
16600 Civic Center Drive, Bellflower, CA 90706; or by email at kbrun@bellflower.ca.gov.

If you wish to challenge this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence deliv-
ered to the City at or before the Public Hearing.

ELIZABETH C. OBA
 DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
KYUNG SHIL HONG
CASE NO. 25STPB04875
to all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both 
of KYUNG SHIL HONG. A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by STEVE HONG in the Superior Court of California, County 
of LOS ANGELES, 111 N. HILL ST, LOS ANGELES CA 90012, IN THE PROBATE COURT AT THE STANLEY MOSK COURT 
HOUSE.
THE PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION requests that STEVE HONG be appointed as special administrator with gen-
eral powers representative to administer the estate of the decedent. THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates Act with full authority. (This authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the personal representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant 
the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 5/30/25 at 8:30AM Dept. 4 in Superior Court of California, County 
of LOS ANGELES, 111 N. HILL ST, LOS ANGELES CA 90012, IN THE PROBATE COURT AT THE STANLEY MOSK COURT 
HOUSE.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Party Without an Attorney
STEVE HONG, PRO PER
250 NORTH FIRST STREET, UNIT 334
BURBANK, CA 91502
949-413-5751
STEVE.HONG@GMAIL.COM
SELF-REPRESENTED
LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS 5/9, 5/16, 5/23/25

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF BELLFLOWER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND 30-DAY COMMENT PERIOD
DRAFT 2025-2029 CONSOLIDATED PLAN, FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2025-2026 ANNUAL 

ACTION PLAN

TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:

Public Hearing:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Bellflower City Council will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, June 9, 2025, as follows:

In accordance with the City’s current Citizen Participation Plan, the City hereby notifies the 
general public of a public hearing on June 9, 2025 at 7:00 p.m., or thereafter, held at City 
Council Chambers, Bellflower City Hall, 16600 Civic Center Drive, Bellflower, CA 90706 
to accept comments on the City’s five-year 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and FY 2025-
2026 Annual Action Plan for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME 
Investment Partnership (HOME) program. As an entitlement jurisdiction, the City is required 
by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to complete the 
Consolidated Plan every five years to receive its allocation of CDBG and HOME funds. 

·	 The Consolidated Plan is a five-year plan for the use of CDBG and HOME funds.
·	 The Annual Action Plan is submitted to HUD on an annual basis and identifies how 

the City plans to use the federal funds during the next fiscal year to meet the goals 
and objectives approved by City Council in the five-year Consolidated Plan.

Although the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has not yet released 
the City's funding allocations for the fiscal year 2025-2026, the City is working with estimated 
allocations based on the amounts it received last year from HUD. Once the actual allocations 
are released by HUD, the budgets for all proposed activities will be proportionately increased 
or decreased to align with these actual amounts. For FY 2025-2026, the City estimates it will 
receive approximately $897,114 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds and 
$357,302 in HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME) funds.

The City has approximately $77,300 ($76,300 previous year + $1,000 program income) in 
CDBG funds and about $2,286,201 in HOME funds that will be carried over from previous fiscal 
years. For the FY 25-26 Annual Action Plan, the total anticipated available funds for CDBG 
programming is $974,414, and for HOME programming is $2,643,503. Recommendations 
for fund allocation for FY 2025-2026 are outlined in the Annual Action Plan, which is now 
available for public review and comment.

Priority Funding for CDBG activities are given activities that: 
·	 Affirmatively further Fair Housing 
·	 Public Services
·	 Economic Development
·	 Neighborhood Preservation
·	 Construction - Public Facilities & Infrastructure Improvements
·	 Planning and Administration

Priority Funding for HOME activities are given activities that: 
·	 Improve and Conserve Existing Affordable Housing
·	 Development of Affordable Housing
·	 Planning and Administration

Public Review and Comment Period:

The 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and the FY 2025-2026 Annual Action Plan will be 
available for a 30-day public review and comment period beginning on May 9, 2025, and 
ending on June 9, 2025.  This document will be available for public review on the City’s 
website (www.bellflower.org). 

Questions and written comments regarding the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and the 
FY 2025-2026 Annual Action Plan may be addressed to the following: City of Bellflower, 
Economic Development Department, Attn: Management Analyst II, Karla Pineda, 16600 
Civic Center Drive, Bellflower, CA 90706 or email kpineda@bellflower.org

Those desiring further information should contact Management Analyst II, Karla Pineda, at 
(562) 804-1424 Ext. 2013 or kpineda@bellflower.org
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PUZZLE ANSWER: SUPPLEMENTS

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ES-TATE OF ROSA MARIA GONZALEZ aka ROSA M GONZALEZ aka ROSA 
GONZALEZ
Case No. 25STPB04382
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be inter-ested in the will or 
estate, or both, of ROSA MARIA GONZALEZ aka ROSA M GONZALEZ aka ROSA GONZALEZ
 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by Yolanda Arvayo in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES.
 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that Yolanda Arvayo be appointed as personal repre-sentative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.
 THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files 
an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
 A HEARING on the petition will be held on May 19, 2025 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 62 located at 111 N. Hill St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
 Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
CAGLA Z BASAR ESQ
SBN 285426
BASAR LAW INC
7755 CENTER AVE
STE 1100
HUNTINGTON BEACH CA 92647
CN116482 GONZALEZ May 2,9,16, 2025

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
Trent William Richer
CASE NO. 25STPB04718
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or both, of: 
Trent William Richer
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by Jaquelynn Navarro in the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that Jaquelynn Navarro be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act with full authority . 
(This authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files 
an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on 05/29/2025 at 8:30 AM in Dept. 4 located at 111 N. HILL ST. LOS ANGELES CA 90012 
STANLEY MOSK COURTHOUSE.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: Richard A Grossman; SBN 244251;
Law Office of Richard A Grossman, Esq;
223 E Thousand Oaks Blvd, Ste 401,
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360;
Telephone: (805) 309-2830
5/2, 5/9, 5/16/25
CNS-3921001#
LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC Sec. 6105)
Escrow No. 25062-HY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk sale is about to be made. The name(s), business ad-
dress(es) to the Seller(s) are: JEFFREY O’LEARY, 28253 LETICIA MISSION VIEJO, CA 92692
Doing Business as: COIN LAUNDROMAT
All other business name(s) and address(es) used by the Seller(s) within three years, as stated by the 
Seller(s), is/are:
The name(s) and address of the Buyer(s) is/are: SAMMER MUDAWAR AND/OR ASSIGNEE, 2515 
DUKE PLACE COSTA MESA, CA 92626
The assets to be sold are described in general as: FURNITURE, FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT, TRADE 
NAME, MACHIN-ERY, GOODWILL, LEASE, LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS AND COV-
ENANT NOT TO COMPETE, SUPPLIES, TELE-PHONE NUMBERS and are located at: 4005 
HARDWICK ST., LAKEWOOD, CA 90712
The bulk sale is intended to be consum-mated at the office of: NEW CENTURY ESCROW, INC., 
THREE POINTE DRIVE, SUITE 217, BREA, CA 92821 and the anticipated sale date is MAY 28, 
2025
The bulk sale is subject to California Uni-form Commercial Code Section 6106.2.
The name and address of the person with whom claims may be filed is: NEW CEN-TURY ESCROW, 
INC., THREE POINTE DRIVE, SUITE 217, BREA, CA 92821 and the last day for filing claims 
shall be MAY 27, 2025, which is the business day before the sale date specified above.
Dated: 4/30/25
BUYERS: SAMMER MUDAWAR
3728361-PP LOS CERRITOS COMMU-NITY NEWS 5/6/25

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF NICHOLAS ANTHONY FLENGHI AKA A. FLENGHI, 
NICHOLA A. FLENGHI, NICHOLAS ANTHONY FLENGHI, NICOLAS A. FLENSHI
Case No. 25STPB03481
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested 
in the will or estate, or both, of NICHOLAS ANTHONY FLENGHI AKA A. FLENGHI, NICHOLA A. FLENGHI, 
NICHOLAS ANTHONY FLENGHI, NICOLAS A. FLENSHI
 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by County of Los Angeles Public Administrator in the 
Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that County of Los Angeles Public Administrator be appoint-
ed as personal representative to administer the estate of the decedent.
 THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for examination in the file kept by the court.
 THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the authority.
 A HEARING on the petition will be held on June 12, 2025 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 5 located at 111 N. 
Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your 
attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the Califor-
nia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code.
 Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
BRETT WAKINO
DEP COUNTY COUNSEL
SBN 162417
DAWYN HARRISON
OFFICE OF COUNTY COUNSEL
500 WEST TEMPLE ST
STE 648
LOS ANGELES CA 90012 
CN116538 FLENGHI May 9,16,23, 2025

 NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
CUAUHTEMOC GARCIA
CASE NO. 25STPB04149
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
CUAUHTEMOC GARCIA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by MICHELLE BOUMA in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that MICHELLE BOUMA be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 06/26/25 at 8:30AM in Dept. 44 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
ERIC F. BECKER - SBN 150803
JUSTIN D. BARNES - SBN 357401
LAW OFFICES OF ERIC BECKER
18881 VON KARMAN AVE., STE. 810
IRVINE CA 92612
Telephone (949) 334-3500
BSC 226768
5/9, 5/16, 5/23/25
CNS-3921561#
LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS

 NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
JAMES L. MURVIN AKA JAMES LESTER MURVIN
CASE NO. 25STPB05024
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
JAMES L. MURVIN AKA JAMES LESTER MURVIN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by DONALD R. MURVIN in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that DONALD R. MURVIN be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 06/03/25 at 8:30AM in Dept. 29 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
EUGENE A. GLEASON III - SBN 096415
GLEASON LAW OFFICES
15651 E. IMPERIAL HWY., SUITE 202A
LA MIRADA CA 90638
Telephone (562) 943-5566
5/9, 5/16, 5/23/25
CNS-3923762#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

CITY OF COMMERCE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT                 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 25-03

6046 EAST WASHINGTON BOULEVARD

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City of Com-
merce will conduct a public hearing on a request from Fenix Entrepreneur, Inc. for a Condi-
tional Use Permit (CUP) to allow use of a Type 47 alcohol license for the sale of beer, wine 
and distilled spirits in conjunction with a bona fide eating establishment. Pursuant to Chapter 
19.11, Table 19.11.030A of the Commerce Municipal Code (CMC), a CUP is required for any 
business involved in the sale of alcoholic beverages and shall meet the location require-
ments contained in Chapter 19.31, Division 3 – Alcohol Sales. The project site is located 
at 6046 East Washington Boulevard, Commerce, CA 90040, located within the City’s C/M1 
(Commercial-Manufacturing) Zoning District.

 Said public hearing will be held before the Planning Commission of the City 
of Commerce in the Council Chambers, 5655 Jillson Street, Commerce, CA, 90040, on 
Wednesday, May 21, 2025 at 6:30 p.m., at which time proponents and opponents of the pro-
posed CUP will be heard. Any comments, objections, or other information may be offered in 
person at the time of the hearing or in writing, prior to the hearing. We encourage submittal 
of written comments supporting, opposing, or otherwise commenting on an agenda item, for 
distribution to the Planning Commission prior to the meeting. Send emails to planning-divi-
sion@commerceca.gov; written correspondence may be sent to: 

Jessica Serrano, Director of Economic Development and Planning Department
City of Commerce Department of Economic Development and Planning

2535 Commerce Way Commerce, California 90040
Phone: (323) 722-4805

Email: jserrano@commerceca.gov
 
Per Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge this CUP in court, you may be limit-
ed to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described 
in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning Commission at, or prior 
to, the public hearing.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION
Jessica Serrano      

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 5/9/25
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP REPLACEMENT 
SURGERY and suffered an infection due to use 
of a Bair Hugger (Blue Blanket), between 2020 
and the present time, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call attorney Charles H. Johnson 
(800) 535-5727 (Cal-SCAN)
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
WITH A GENERAC HOME STANDBY 
GENERATOR. Act now to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-439-
5645 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move. (Cal-SCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! 
LEAFFILTER, THE MOST ADVANCED 
DEBRIS-BLOCKING GUTTER PROTECTION. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund the SEARCH 
FOR MISSING CHILDREN.  FAST FREE 
PICKUP.  24 hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No Emission Test 
Required! Call 24/7: 1-877-434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? Your car 
donation to Patriotic Hearts helps veterans find 
work or start their own business. Fast free pick. 
Running or not!  Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495. (Cal-
SCAN)
TIENE UN VEHICULO NO DESEADO? 
DONELO A PATRIOTIC HEARTS! Recogida 
rápida y gratuita en los 50 estados. Patriotic Hearts 
ofrece programas para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su propio negocio. Llama 
ahora: 1-844-244-5441 (24/7) (Cal-SCAN)
GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-491-2884 
today! (Cal-SCAN)

BOOKS/PUBLICATIONS
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. We want to 

Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion and 
Distribution Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit dorranceinfo.com/Cali 
(Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE TV
DIRECTV Sports Pack  3 Months on Us! Watch 
pro and college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 regional 
and specialty networks included. NFL, College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and more. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-5762 
(Cal-SCAN)
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal 
reliability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max and Premium Channels included 
for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No 
annual contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-404-2509 (Cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES
STRUGGLING WITH DEBT?  If you have over 
$10,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call Now: 
1-877-435-4860 (Cal-SCAN)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
SCREENING Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death, according to the 
American Heart Association. Screenings can 
provide peace of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings for just $149. Call 
1-888-892-5598 (Cal-SCAN)
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-203-2677 www.dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258 (Cal-SCAN)
ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 

Classified Listings
Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-888-256-9155 (Cal-SCAN)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we’re waiving all installation 
costs in half and offering a FREE safety upgrade! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24 Call 1-833-985-4766 
(Cal-SCAN)
SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-989-5749 (Cal-SCAN)

INSURANCE
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! Compare 20 
A-rated insurances companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of $444/year! Call 1-844-
410-9609! (M-F 8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

INTERNET
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for those that 
qualify. Government program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet service. 
Bonus offer: Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-855-480-0769 (Cal-SCAN)
CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation 

is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605 (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS
UNLIMITED TALK AND TEXT: Switch and 
save up to $250/year on your talk, text and data. 
No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For 
more information, call 1-844-908-0605 (Cal-SCAN)

ADVERTISE! 
The difference in winning and losing market share is 
how businesses use their advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power to connect to nearly 13 
million of the state’s readers who are an engaged 
audience, makes our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

PETS
PET SUPPLIES-If veterinary care is unavailable or 
unaffordable, ask for Happy Jack® ItchNoMore® or 
Skin Balm® to treat skin allergies on dogs & cats. 
At Tractor Supply®.
DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-generated content 
is so valuable it’s taken and repeated, condensed, 
broadcast, tweeted, discussed, posted, copied, 
edited, and emailed countless times throughout the 
day by others? Discover the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising.  For a free brochure call 916-288-6011 
or email cecelia@cnpa.com  (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATE LOANS
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for business purpose 
Real Estate loans. Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust 
Deed Company www.viploan.com Call 1-818-
248-0000. Broker-principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

SERVICES
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 1-877-
252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)
DON’T PAY FOR COVERED HOME REPAIRS 
Again! Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace it!  Pick 
the plan that fits your budget!  Call:1-855-411-1731 
(Cal-SCAN)
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s value! Call 24/7:  1-888-
248-0815. Have zip code of service location ready 
when you call! (Cal-SCAN)
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(marriage).
“This year’s festival promises to be 

the most exciting yet, featuring a stel-
lar lineup of mariachi ensembles and a 
ballet folklórico performance that will 
bring the energy and color of Mexican 
heritage to life,” said Artesia Mayor Ali 
Taj.

Attendees can enjoy a traditional 
ballet folklórico performance by Ballet 
Folklorico El Lucero. Ballet Folklórico 
El Lucero is an independent Mexican 

folk dance company founded and direct-
ed by Maestra Lucero Vázquez. 

Live mariachi performances by Ma-
riachi Juvenil Lluvia y Fuego, Mariachi 
Folklore, and Mariachi Premier desde 
El Grullo Jalisco para el Mundo

Mariachi Juvenil Lluvia y Fuego is 
a youth mariachi ensemble based in Pa-
coima, California, operating under the 
Lluvia y Fuego Mariachi Academy um-
brella. 

Mariachi Folklore is a professional 
mariachi ensemble based in Santa Ana, 
California, dedicated to preserving and 
celebrating the rich traditions of Mexi-

can music and culture, led by Director 
Oscar Garibay.

Mariachi Premier is a distinguished 
mariachi ensemble originating from 
El Grullo, Jalisco, founded in 2015 by 
director and arranger Edgar González, 
also known as “El Prieto”. Comprising 
thirteen talented musicians, the group 
is renowned for their authentic and 
passionate performances of traditional 
Mexican music.

Attendees can also enjoy food trucks 
serving up a variety of Mexican foods 
and desserts, local vendors with hand-
made crafts and cultural goods, and a 

Beer Garden hosted by local Artesia 
restaurant, Oaxaca Village.

Admission is free, and guests are en-
couraged to bring lawn chairs or blan-
kets to enjoy the performances under the 
stars. 

Artesia’s free electric bus service, 
known as Artesia Transit, will be run-
ning until 11:30 PM on May 10th in or-
der to provide free transportation to the 
event for residents.

For more information, please contact 
the City of Artesia Parks and Recreation 
Department at (562)860-3361 or visit 
www.cityofartesia.us. 

MARIACHI  from page 1


