
By Brian Hews

The Pico Rivera City Coun-
cil, at its Tuesday meeting, ap-
proved an innovative Smart 
Waste Collection Pilot Program 
at Smith Park to be funded by 
Senate Bill 1383 Fee Funds, 
monies the city has collected 
from residential and commercial 
waste accounts since July 2021 
for the specific purpose of im-
proving waste diversion rates.

The council voted 5-0 to 
award the contract to Bigbelly, 
Inc. for the purchase of fifty 
smart waste bins for nearly 
$287,000.

Bigbelly trash bins are a type 
of smart, solar-powered waste 
management system that aims to 
improve the efficiency and sus-
tainability of waste collection in 
urban and public spaces.

The bins are designed to 
solve the many problems as-
sociated with traditional trash 
collection, such as overflowing 
cans, inefficient routes for col-
lection trucks, and high opera-
tional costs.

They are used in cities across 

the U.S. and the world, from 
Portland, Oregon to Dubai, Sau-
di Arabia.

When a Bigbelly bin reach-
es a certain level of waste, the 
solar-powered compactor acti-
vates and compresses the trash, 
reducing its volume. The com-
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"In towns and cities... 
there is no more 

important institution 
than the local paper.”

~Warren Buffett

NORWALK MAYOR Ana Valencia and Norwalk High head coach Ruben Guerrero pose with the 
Mayor's Cup trophy with the team surrounding them as the Lancers defeated John Glenn High 44-8 
last Friday to win its third straight meeting with its city rivals. PHOTO BY LOREN KOPFF.

[See RESIGN page 14]

By Brian Hews

This past July, Dr. Chris Apo-
daca resigned from his ABCUSD 
District 7 position, citing family 
reasons and setting off the pro-
cess of the ABC Board appoint-
ing an area resident to the vacant 
seat.

One of the requirements dic-

Signed Under Penalty of Perjury

Cerritos Councilman Chuong Vo 
Has Not Asked Appointee to Resign After 

He Lied on School Board Application

Sean Wang, who was 
appointed to Cerritos’ Let 
Freedom Ring Committee 
by Vo, wrote on the 
application that he lived in 
Hawaiian Gardens in July 
of this year.

tated that the applicant must live 
in Hawaiian Gardens.

Several people applied in-
cluding eventual appointee Fran-
cisco Noyola, former Hawaiian 
Gardens Mayor Mike Gomez, 
Luis Rodriguez, and a candidate 
named Sean Wang.

Documents obtained by Los 
Cerritos Community News, 
signed under penalty of perjury, 
show Wang indicated that he 
lived at 22401 Ibex Ave. a very 
unkempt tiny two-bedroom, one-
bath home in Hawaiian Gardens; 
Wang also checked a box saying 
he was a resident of Hawaiian 
Gardens.

NORWALK HIGH FOOTBALL TAKES ANNUAL MAYOR'S CUP

Staff Report

Assemblymember Matt 
Haney’s (D-San Francisco) bill 
AB 374 to allow local California 
governments to license Amster-
dam-style cannabis cafes passed 
its final legislative hurdles pass-
ing out the California State Sen-
ate with a 33 to 3 vote and the 
Assembly with a final 66 to 9 
vote. The bill has enjoyed broad 
bi-partisan support throughout 
the legislative process. While 
cannabis cafes in the Netherlands 
offer a social experience where 
coffee, food, and live music are 
enjoyed together with cannabis, 
these businesses are currently 
illegal under California law. 
Haney’s AB 374 will allow strug-
gling cannabis businesses to di-
versify away from the marijuana-
only “dispensary” model and will 
bring much-needed tourist dollars 
into empty downtowns.

“Lots of people want to enjoy 
legal cannabis in the company of 

Metro Accepting 
Applications From 
Teens For Youth Council 
Positions
By Brian Hews

Since October 2021, when 
Metro launched its GoPass pro-
gram, the agency has had more 
than 23 million student board-
ings.

Now Metro wants to get their 
input.

California Bill to Allow Amsterdam-Style 
Pot Cafes Hits Newsom's Desk

The bill passed its 
final legislative 
hurdles passing with 
a 33 to 3 Senate 
vote a 66-9 
Assembly vote.

others,” said Haney. “And many 
people want to do that while sip-
ping coffee, eating a scone, or 
listening to music. There’s ab-
solutely no good reason from an 
economic, health, or safety stand-
point that the state should make 
that illegal. If an authorized can-
nabis retail store wants to also sell 
a cup of coffee and a sandwich, 
we should allow cities to make 
that possible and stop holding 
back these small businesses.”

California is known world-
wide as the birthplace of cannabis 
culture with its early adoption of 
medical cannabis and its exper-
tise in cultivation, but Amster-
dam competes with California for 
cannabis dollars and for the title 
of the world capital of cannabis. 
Over 700 cannabis cafes oper-
ate across the Netherlands, and 
over 1 billion dollars are spent in 
Dutch cannabis cafes every year.

California on the other hand, 
is still dealing with the unintend-
ed consequences of decades of a 
"medical marijuana-only" policy. 
California’s “dispensaries” have 
replaced the social aspect of the 
Amsterdam cannabis scene with 
pharmacy-like businesses that 
only allow customers to order 
cannabis at a counter, purchase 

[See POT CAFES page 14][See METRO page 14]

Pico Rivera Council Approves Smart
 Waste Collection Pilot Program at Smith Park

[See WASTE page 7]

BIGBELLY trash bins are a type 
of smart, solar-powered waste 
management system.

Cerritos City Council 
Hires City Manager 
Staff Report

The Cerritos City Council 
appointed Robert A. Lopez to 
the position of City Manager 
at the September 14, 2023 City 
Council meeting. 

Commencing November 4, 
2023, Lopez will replace retir-
ing City Manager Art Gallucci, 
who has served as City Manager 
since 1991.

[See LOPEZ page 14]
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Staff Report

La Mirada's Community Spotlight 
Award recognizes exceptional members 
or organizations of the community who, 
through their actions, reflect positively 
on themselves and the city.  

The La Mirada City Council recog-
nized Community Services Supervisor 
Paul Castillo, L.A. County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Daniel Garcia, and community 
members Tech Enciso, Manny Peña, and 
Adam Quinones and presented them with 
Community Spotlight Awards for actions 
they took to help a La Mirada resident. 

On August 3, resident and Commu-
nity Gymnasium member Crisanto De 
Leon suffered a cardiac emergency and 
collapsed to the floor.  Castillo, Enciso, 
Peña, and Quinones rushed to aid Mr. De 
Leon while others called 911 for emer-
gency assistance.  

After assessing his condition, it was 
determined CPR was required. Rescue 
breaths were delivered to him and Cas-
tillo and Enciso took turns performing 

chest compressions.  
Peña stepped in to relieve Enciso in 

performing chest compressions while 
Quinones quickly retrieved the AED 
machine that was later used to deliver an 
electrical shock to help re-establish an 
effective heart rhythm. 

Shortly afterwards, Deputy Garcia 
arrived and alternated with Castillo in 
performing chest compressions.

After multiple rounds of CPR, Mr. 
De Leon was slowly resuscitated and 
ultimately stabilized by paramedics.

If not for the quick actions of Com-
munity Services Supervisor Paul, Deputy 
Garcia, Enciso, Peña, and Quinones, Mr. 
De Leon’s condition would have wors-
ened, putting his life in jeopardy. Their 
immediate response, acting without hesi-
tation, and putting their life saving skills 
into action made the difference. 

For more information on the Com-
munity Spotlight Award, call La Mirada 

City Hall at (562)943-0131.

La Mirada Employee and Community Members Saved Life

LA MIRADA MAYOR Steve De Ruse presenting the Community Spotlight 
Award to (l-r) Paul Castillo, Manny Peña, Tech Enciso, and Adam Quinones.
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Dear Editor,
I recently viewed ABCUSD’s last 

School Board meeting online and was 
very deeply offended. I am a 46-year 
Cerritos resident, my 3 children all 
attended ABC schools from pre-school 
thru graduation, and I am a retired 
ABCUSD teacher of 39 years. I believe 
in public education. My eldest child is 
a public-school teacher and all of my 
grandchildren attend public school. 
I, too, attended public schools. When 
I heard Board Member Soo blasting 
public education, stating that teachers 
are indoctrinating students in regard 
to gender affirmation and so-called 
promiscuous sex education and also at-
tacking parental rights, I could feel my 
blood pressure rising and my stomach 
aching. She added insult to injury when 
she began advocating for parents to opt 
for home or alternative schooling! Why 
is she a school board representative? 
How can she advocate for ABCUSD 
while tearing down the very institution 
of public education and accusing teach-
ers of harming students? I am offended 
I am outraged! 

I am also greatly offended that no 
other school board representative took 
a stand against Board Member Yoo’s 
words except for Dr. Olga Rios. Their 
silence is chilling…chilling! 

Ask any teacher and they will tell 
you that students are their priority. 
They need a school board that stands 
up for and protects public education, 
protects their teachers and all other ed-
ucational workers so that our students 
will thrive, will be our nation’s strong 
future nurses, firefighters, sanitation 
workers, social workers, retail workers, 
leaders and grocery and government 
workers. I am deeply concerned.

Roni Love

ABCUSD Trustee Soo Yoo 
Rails on Public Education

Dear Editor,
Thank you for giving front page cov-

erage in your 9/8/23 edition to ABCUSD 
Trustee Soo Yoo’s attack on Public 
Education and encouraging parents to 
try homeschooling. Kudos to her fellow 
Board Member Dr. Olga Ríos, who 
grew up and was educated in ABC, for 
criticizing her and others’ undermining 
of public education: “Advocating for 
kids to join a non-public school…that’s 
not what we do up here Board Member 
Yoo. We stand behind the emblem of 
the Department of Education, we don’t 
stand against it.”

I would also like to commend ABC 
Federation of Teachers’ President Ray 
Gaer for his incisive comments at the 9/5 

Board Meeting: “It’s really disturbing 
to hear the person who has the number 
one high school in California (Whitney 
HS) speak about how public schools 
are doing a disservice to students. It’s a 
shame that somebody who’s on a public 
education board is actually advocating 
for home-schooling, which would take 
away funding from the school district.”

As a community member, parent 
and educator in ABCUSD since 1969, I 
could not agree more with Dr. Ríos and 
Mr. Gaer.  I would also encourage others 
who care about and treasure Public Edu-
cation to attend Board Meetings, write 
to your newspaper and speak out against 
these unjustified attacks against it by 
Board Member Yoo and others.

Linda J. Hernández
Cerritos Resident

ABCUSD Trustee Soo Yoo 
Rails on Public Education

Dear Editor,
As a retired school board member in 

La Habra, I am shocked and disgusted 
by Trustee Soo Yoo’s comments at the 
September 5th ABC School District 
Board meeting. Among other negative 
comments, she encouraged district par-
ents to pursue home teaching as an op-
tion to sending their children to the ABC 
district schools if they are not satisfied 

with district policies, basically removing 
their students from the district.

  Firstly, this is an attack on public 
education, and would take much needed 
revenue away from the district she sup-
posedly represents. 

  Secondly, comments like hers are 
an insult to the hardworking teachers, 
administrators, and classified staff at 
the district schools who are working dili-
gently to educate their students. 

  Finally, as an elected trustee it is 
her JOB to work with other board mem-
bers to address concerns of all stake-
holders in the community.

  Apparently Ms Yoo has a conflict 
of interest in that she owns a local tutor-
ing business which would, no doubt, 
benefit from local students moving from 
schools to home teaching? Could this be 
the primary reason for her comments? 
Or is she simply ignorant of the role of a 
school board member- to provide leader-
ship and support to the district in which 
she was elected? 

  Either way, I hope local voters take 
a close look at their elected representa-
tive and decide whether she deserves 
to continue representing them in this 
capacity?

Sharon H. Brown
Retired Board Member

La Habra City School District

ABCUSD Trustee Soo Yoo Rails on Public Education, Only One Board Member Speaks Out

By Erwin Chemerinsky

A decision last Friday by a three-
judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 5th Circuit puts in jeopardy one of 
the few tools that exist to deal with false 
speech on the internet.

The court ruled that the White House, 
the FBI, the surgeon general’s office and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention cannot communicate with social 
media platforms to encourage them to re-
move false speech. Although it narrowed 
a federal district’s broader injunction 
issued in July, the appeals court left in 
place a restriction of important speech by 
the federal government.

False speech over the internet and so-
cial media can do great harm, even caus-
ing the loss of life. One aspect of the case 
involved the federal government’s con-
cerns with false information being spread 
about COVID-19 and vaccines on social 
media. Federal officials rightly feared that 
false claims by anti-vaxxers would reduce 
vaccinations and put lives in jeopardy.

The lawsuit against the Biden admin-
istration was brought by Louisiana and 
Missouri along with a website owner and 
four people who opposed the govern-
ment’s COVID-19 policy, among other 
issues. A federal district judge in Louisi-
ana issued an injunction against the White 
House and many federal agencies.

The 5th Circuit ruling reversed the in-
junction against several agencies, includ-
ing the departments of State, Homeland 
Security, Health and Human Services and 
the National Institute of Allergy and In-
fectious Diseases. But it left much of the 
injunction in place for four agencies.

The court in its decision relied on a 
1963 decision that involved the govern-
ment threatening obscenity prosecutions 
against booksellers. Government coercion 
violates the 1st Amendment. But there is 
no evidence that the Biden administration 
threatened any social media company 
with prosecution or any enforcement ac-
tion.

The court said Biden administration 
officials “threatened — both expressly 
and implicitly — to retaliate against in-
action. Officials threw out the prospect 

of legal reforms and enforcement actions 
while subtly insinuating it would be in 
the platforms’ best interests to comply.” 
But telling someone that the failure to act 
could lead to new laws and regulations is 
not coercion. Never did the government 
warn the social media companies that 
they were violating the law and would 
face punishment if they did not accede to 
requests to remove content.

The court said the administration vio-
lated the 1st Amendment by encouraging 
the platforms to engage in content-mod-
eration of false speech. It concluded that 
the officials “significantly encouraged the 
platforms to moderate content by exercis-
ing active, meaningful control over those 
decisions.”

There is nothing, however, in the 
opinion that shows the government exer-
cised “control” over the content on social 
media. Encouraging platforms to remove 
false content does not violate the 1st 
Amendment.

The panel declared that “social-media 
platforms’ content-moderation decisions 
must be theirs and theirs alone.” That is 
certainly right, but it is ironic to read this 
reasoning since the same court last year 
upheld the constitutionality of a Texas 
law that prohibits internet and social me-
dia platforms from engaging in content 
moderation. There is no way to reconcile 
that decision with the 5th Circuit panel 
now proclaiming that social media com-
panies get total say over the content on 
their platforms.

A petition for review of last year’s 
case is now pending before the Supreme 
Court. Likewise, the Supreme Court will 
be asked to review Friday’s ruling on an 
expedited basis; the 5th Circuit panel said 
its decision would not go into effect for 
10 days to permit Supreme Court consid-
eration.

The Supreme Court should take both 
of these cases and make clear that inter-
net and social media companies have the 
right to decide on the content on their 
platforms. The Texas law prohibiting 
content moderation is thus unconstitu-
tional. But it should be constitutional for 
the government to encourage removal of 
false speech from social platforms, so 

Since When Is It Wrong To Demand Facebook And Twitter Remove Falsehoods?
long as no coercion occurs.

The challenge is to find ways to com-
bat the spread of false information that 
can harm public safety without jeopardiz-
ing freedom of expression. The govern-
ment identifying false speech and notify-

ing social media companies is a sensible 
way to address this problem.

Erwin Chemerinsky is the dean of 
the UC Berkeley School of Law. His 

latest book is “ Worse Than Nothing : 
The Dangerous Fallacy of Originalism.”
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Staff Report

 Three Whittier Union history teach-
ers received an up-close look at living 
history when they participated in the 
Auschwitz Legacy Program, a one-week 
trip to Poland in July that included tours 
of the infamous Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp and the Warsaw 
Ghetto, as well as access to archives of 
letters and personal items saved from 
Holocaust victims during World War II. 

John Bellanti of Whittier High 
School, Gena Arriola-Salas of Pioneer 
High School and MaryAnn Fajardo of 
Frontier High School joined a group of 
30 educators and Holocaust researchers 
from across the United States as part of 
an education initiative created by the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Founda-
tion to keep the memories of victims 
alive. 

For Bellanti, Arriola-Salas and 
Fajardo – who all include WWII and the 
Holocaust in their lesson plans – the trip 
was extremely educational. 

Each teacher discovered new 
information, such as the existence of 
the Ringelblum Archives, a collection 
of letters written by Jewish families in 
Warsaw that were hidden in milk cans 
and are now preserved at the Jewish His-
torical Institute in Warsaw. During the 
trip, the three teachers found themselves 
in areas and locales where Holocaust 
victims arrived, slept and washed up. At 
the Auschwitz Museum, seeing hand-
prints on the walls and unused cannisters 
of Zyclon B provided images that the 
teachers said will stay with them forever. 

The teachers toured the Warsaw 
Ghetto extensively, an area where more 
than 450,000 Polish Jews were held 
before many were taken to concentration 
camps. 

The encampment was leveled by Na-
zis during the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 
in 1943. 

The tour group viewed the remaining 
segment of the iron wall and remnants of 
the ghetto, which is now mostly apart-
ment complexes. 

The group also spent a day in Kra-
kow touring centuries-old synagogues 
that were spared destruction by the 
Nazis. 

One possible outcome of the trip 
abroad is a joint effort by Whittier 
Union and the Foundation to arrange for 
a virtual tour of Auschwitz-Birkenau for 
Whittier Union’s Advanced Placement 
European History or World Civilization 
students, which aims to give students a 
better perspective of the history con-
tained within its walls. 

The trip also afforded Bellanti, Arri-
ola-Salas and Fajardo the opportunity to 
meet with representatives of Holocaust 
museums in Los Angeles, Colorado and 
Michigan, which could lead to a series 
of professional development seminars 
with history teachers throughout the 
District. 

“It is an honor to have three of our 
educators selected to travel with the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Founda-
tion and participate in this indispensable 
yet heartbreaking journey,” Superinten-
dent Dr. Monica Oviedo said. 

“The true beneficiaries will be 
Whittier Union students, who will gain 
tremendous knowledge and a unique 
perspective about the Holocaust. It is 
more important than ever that the les-
sons learned from World War II are 
passed on to a new generation, so that 
no one will ever forget what happened in 
the ghettos and concentration camps of 
Europe.”

Call (888) 336-6100
athensservices.com • Email: cs@athensservices.com

SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
Proudly serving the city of Cerritos

GOT TRASH? RENT ME!
• Up to 7-day rental
• Next day delivery
• Approximately 350lb. weight capacity
• Ideal for general cleanup projects 
• Extra empties may be ordered for an     
  additional fee.

USPS Zip Code System 
is 60 Years Old

The ZIP Code system turned 60 years 
old in August, when started, the program 
was meant to increase postal delivery 

speed but it was a tough sell.
To help get the word out, the USPS 

enlisted the aid of an ad agency. These 
efforts included: Ethel Merman singing 
of the virtues of ZIP Codes to the tune 
of Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah; ZIP Code a 
catchy15-minute film starring the Swin-
gin’ Six musical group — it won a silver 
medal at the 1966 International Film and 
TV Festival; Mr. ZIP, the new code’s mas-
cot, which worked wonders in bringing it 
to public attention.

The full-court press paid off: By the 
end of the decade, the use of ZIP Codes 
had become established practice.

Today, the code has expanded to 
ZIP+4 and its uses have spread well be-
yond the USPS. Scientists, businesses, 
demographers and others use the codes 
to interpret and organize data.

HISTORY: from (l-r) MaryAnn Fajardo of Frontier High School, Gena Arriola-Salas of Pioneer 
High School and John Bellanti of Whittier High School participated in the Auschwitz Legacy 
Program, a one-week trip to Poland in July, as part of an education initiative created by the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Foundation to keep the memories of victims alive.

Whittier Union Teachers Visit Poland, Auschwitz

MR. ZIP, the code’s mascot, helped in 
bringing the system to public attention.
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Crime Summary
La Mirada

September 4-10, 2023
Notable Arrests
• Eleven suspects were arrested 

throughout La Mirada for various war-
rants and narcotics violations. 

• Three suspects were arrested for 
carjacking.

• Two suspects were arrested for 
felony vandalism.

 Robbery
• A robbery occurred on the 12300 

block of La Mirada Blvd. Three sus-
pects were arrested for the incident.

• An evening robbery was reported 
on the 14800 block of Telegraph Rd.

• An afternoon robbery occurred on 
the 15700 block of Valley View Ave.

 Other Structure Burglary
• An ATM machine was stolen dur-

ing an overnight burglary on the 15700 
block of Imperial Hwy.

 Grand Theft
• An attempt to steal a catalytic 

converter occurred on the 15500 block 
of Alicante Rd.

 Grand Theft Auto
• A SUV was stolen on the 14900 

block of La Mirada Blvd.
• A sedan was reported stolen on the 

14800 block of Tacuba Dr.
• A sedan was stolen on the 14200 

block of Firestone Blvd.
• A theft of a sedan occurred on the 

12400 block of La Pomelo Dr.
• A late-night theft of a sedan oc-

curred on the 12700 block of Corley Dr.
• A morning theft of a pickup truck 

occurred on the 14800 block of Fairvilla 
Dr.

• A van was reported stolen on the 
11600 block of Arroyo Dr.

Baby Boy Surrendered 
at LA County Fire 
Station in Whittier
Staff Report

This week, Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Janice Hahn announced that 
a baby boy was safely surrendered at 
a Los Angeles County Fire Station in 
Whittier. The safe surrender occurred 
at 8:00 pm last night at Fire Station 28 
on Greenleaf Avenue.  The baby boy 
had been born earlier that same day 
and was transported safely to a local 
hospital.

“LA County’s Safe Surrender 
program has saved another life,” said 
Supervisor Janice Hahn. “I am thank-
ful for this baby boy’s mother who 
chose to do the right thing, and for the 
LA County firefighters at Station 28 
who were ready for the unexpected and 
got this baby to a hospital quickly and 
safely. And I am forever grateful to 
my predecessor Supervisor Don Knabe 
who championed this program and is 
responsible for hundreds of children 
growing up in safe, loving homes.”

LA County’s Safe Surrender 
Program was launched by Supervisor 
Hahn’s predecessor Supervisor Don 
Knabe in 2001. Parents or guardians 
may legally, safely, and anonymously, 
leave a baby three days old or younger 
with an employee at any Los Angeles 
County hospital or fire station, no ques-
tions asked. They will not face arrest or 
prosecution for child abandonment.

For more information about the 
program visit babysafela.org.

O.C. Power Authority Sponsors Korea Day Festival in Fullerton 

MAYOR FRED JUNG, Orange County Power Authority Board Chair and OCPA 
External Affairs Manager Andrew Di Giovanna (center) welcomed representatives 
of Daroo to Fullerton on August 3. The OCPA presented a $4,000 check to sponsor 
the first annual Korean Day Harmony & Respect Festival.

Staff Report

For the first time, Daroo Korean 
Performing Arts and Culture is bring-
ing the "Korea Day Harmony & 
Respect" annual festival to Orange 
County. 

The OCPA will be the title sponsor 
for the event that will be held in Ful-
lerton on October 27-29, 2023 in the 
Fullerton Downtown Plaza. 

Daroo Korean Performing Arts and 
Culture ("Daroo") was founded as a 
non-profit organization dedicated to 
spreading and promoting Korean tradi-
tional music and arts in the U.S. 

The mission is to pass down the 
legacy and spirit of Korea to future 

generations. 
The festival is more than just a cul-

tural event; it is an immersive celebra-
tion that brings together artists, per-
formers, vendors, and investors to unite 
and promote the richness of Korean 
heritage.

Area 1: Music Performance & The 
10th Korean Traditional Music and 
Arts Festival

Area 2: K-Art Craft Street; Art 
Crafts Exhibition, Demo and Experi-
ence

Area 3: K-Culture Street– K-
specialty products & K-Food Sales, 
Exhibition, Demo and Experience

Area 4: Kids\Fun Fiesta– Special 
area for Kids in the Park
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WASTE  from page 1

Staff Report

Blue Shield of California, along 
with Long Beach Mayor Rex Richard-
son, this week celebrated the open-
ing of the nonprofit health plan's new 
state-of-the-art office complex at 3840 
Kilroy Airport Way.

More than 1,000 Blue Shield em-
ployees will be working there. 

The celebration included a ribbon-
cutting ceremony with employees and 
local dignitaries.

"I'm thrilled to welcome Blue 
Shield of California to Long Beach 
and celebrate the opening of their new 
Long Beach office," said Mayor Rich-
ardson. "We are excited to have Blue 
Shield as neighbors, as friends, and as 
a thoughtful employer in our commu-
nity."

As part of the commitment to Long 
Beach, Blue Shield employees are 
volunteering and giving.

In August, Blue Shield and Blue 
Shield of California Promise Health 
Plan employees volunteered at the 
Long Beach-based Foodbank of South-
ern California's mobile food pantry.

On October 13, dozens of Blue 
Shield employees will take part in a 
volunteer activity with the Conserva-
tion Corps of Long Beach, cleaning up 
and weeding the Wrigley Greenbelt. 

Blue Shield employees are planning 
a food collection event in November, 
with the Foodbank of Southern Cali-
fornia as a beneficiary. In addition, the 
company has provided a volunteer 
sponsorship program for ongoing em-
ployee involvement with the nonprofit.

paction process can increase the bin's ca-
pacity several times compared to a regu-
lar trash bin.

The bins would be connected to the 
appropriate city department via wireless 
communication, which allows city waste 
collection personnel to monitor the bins 
in real-time using a web-based platform 
or a mobile app.

The monitoring will allow city em-
ployees to see which bins need emptying 
so they can prioritize routes, reducing the 
need for unnecessary collections and pre-
venting overflows, making the waste col-
lection process more cost-effective and 
environmentally friendly.

Bigbelly bins are made with triple, 
double, and single "stream systems." 
The triple bin system consists of waste, 
recyclables, and organics; the double bin 
includes waste and recyclables; and the 
single bin consists of solely recyclable 
bins.

The different bins will be strategically 
placed inside Smith Park. The triple bins 
will be placed near concession stands; 
the double bins will primarily replace 
single waste bins, and the single bins will 
replace the current bins found near the 
baseball field dugouts.  

In its council report, Pico Rivera Staff 
found that implementing a smart waste 
collection program would drastically 
reduce the number of collections from 
fourteen to two per week, an 85% reduc-
tion in collections.

The collection reduction would save 
nearly 1,600 labor hours that would be re-
allocated toward other park maintenance 
activities, such as cleaning bathrooms, 
field maintenance, irrigation repair, and 
litter pick-up.  

The labor savings are estimated to 
be $160,000; with a reduction in other 
equipment and material costs, the city 
would save an additional $23,000.

The Bigbelly bins will improve recy-
cling rates from 17% to 60%. Addition-
ally, it will reduce the annual plastic bag 
usage by nearly 30,000.

Finally, the program is expected to 
reduce annual waste to landfills by 69%, 
increase recycling rates by 112% and 
reduce vehicle mile traveled, known as 
VMT, by nearly 10,000 miles, removing 
7.6 tons of harmful auto emissions from 
the environment.

Pico Rivera City Manager Steve 
Carmona told LCCN, "The City of Pico 
Rivera is taking a bold step towards sus-
tainability with its smart waste collection 
pilot program at Smith Park. By imple-
menting solar-powered trash compacting 
bins that not only comply with state re-
cycling mandates but also offer a three-
fold capacity increase, reduced collection 
frequency, and enhanced security against 
pests, we are making a resounding com-
mitment to a greener future." 

Carmona continued, "These innova-
tions, coupled with solar panels for sus-
tainable operation and fullness sensors 
for optimal waste collection, will not 
only reduce landfill waste but also drive 
operational efficiency, leading to signifi-
cant cost savings. Pico Rivera is proud 
to be a dedicated steward in the region, 
showcasing our unwavering commitment 
to sustainable practices."

@cerritosnews

Blue Shield Opens Offices Near L.B. Airport

BLUE SHIELD of California is putting down roots in the city of Long Beach. The
new office location will support over 1,000 employees. With Blue Shield officials 
is (center) Long Beach Mayor Rex Richardson.
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Daffodils With 
a Difference
By Melinda Myers

 

There are so many reasons to 
love daffodils. These spring-
blooming bulbs aren’t 
fussy about where they are 
planted. They come back to 

bloom again year after year and are not 
bothered by deer, rabbits, or other gar-
den pests. But there’s also a whole world 
of beautiful daffodils beyond the clas-
sic yellow ones. Daffodils are available 
in unusual flower styles and unexpected 
colors that can bring a whole new look to 
spring gardens.

 

Get an early start on next year’s daf-
fodil season with Barrett Browning, a va-
riety with pure white petals and brilliant 
red-orange trumpets. It is an excellent 
choice for naturalizing. Pink Charm also 
boasts white petals but has a large coral-
pink trumpet with ruffled edges. It is con-
sidered one of the best pink daffodils and 
is known for its vigor and reliability. 

Add eye-catching color with the de-
pendable heirloom Red Devon’s brilliant 
yellow petals and flashy orange cups. For 
a more subtle approach choose the pastel 
hues of British Gamble. Its white pet-
als are a perfect backdrop for the ruffled 
peachy-pink trumpet on these enormous, 
5” blossoms.

Change the shape of things with 
some split trumpet daffodils. Cassata is 
a strong grower with a ruffled lemon-yel-
low cup that lies almost flat against broad 

white petals. Cum Laude boasts big, 
bright, extra frilly flowers with peachy 
accents. Lemon Beauty’s flowers feature 
pure white petals, and its split trumpet 
resembles a bright yellow star.

Double daffodils add elegance to 
gardens and spring floral arrangements. 
They also stretch the season by bloom-
ing several weeks later than most other 
types. La Torch’s upward-facing fragrant 
double flowers are a mix of yellow petals 
and bright orange ruffles. Delnashaugh 
is a late-blooming double with layers of 
pure white petals interspersed with apri-
cot-pink ruffles. Lingerie’s extra-large 
blooms have thickly ruffled centers of 
white and golden yellow petals.

Some daffodils produce a bouquet of 
blossoms on each stem. Pueblo grows 
just twelve inches tall, and its primrose 
yellow flowers gradually fade to creamy 
white. Beautiful Eyes has two to three 
flowers per stem, with white petals, 
bright orange cups and a gardenia-like 
fragrance.

Take it down in size by planting a 
few miniature daffodils. Tuck them into 
rock gardens, under shrubs, along paths, 
in containers, and mix them with other 
spring flowering bulbs and perennials. 
Tete a Tete has perky, bright yellow blos-
soms and grows just 7” tall. Tete Boucle 
is similar in size, but its double flowers 
display layers of yellow, gold, and green 

petals.
Jet Fire is another outstanding minia-

ture daffodil. It has bright orange trum-
pets and golden yellow swept-back pet-
als and is a great small-scale naturalizer 
in the landscape. Minnow is an adorable 
little gem with pale-yellow petals and 
bright yellow trumpets. Sundisc’s petite 
flowers have pale yellow petals and an 
almost flat, deep yellow trumpet. Min-
iature daffodils are a particularly good 
choice for perennials gardens, where they 
won’t overwhelm neighboring plants.

For more on these and other unique 
daffodils, see Longfield Gardens Types 
of Daffodils to Know and Grow. With so 
many daffodil varieties to choose from, 
you are sure to find new ways to add 
spring beauty to your yard and gardens.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including the 
recently released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” DVD instant 
video series and the nationally syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds & Blooms 
magazine and was commissioned by 
Longfield Gardens for her expertise to 
write this article. Her website is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

LATE-BLOOMING: Delnashaugh double daffodil has showy layers of pure white petals 
coupled with apricot-pink ruffles. Photo courtesy of Longfield-Gardens.com

Seniors Invited to Health and Wellness Fair 
The Cerritos Senior Center’s annual 

Health and Wellness Fair will be held on 
Friday, October 6 at the Cerritos Senior 
Center at Pat Nixon Park. The fair starts 
at 8:30 a.m. for Cerritos residents and 9 
a.m. for non-residents. The event ends 
at noon. 

The annual fair links seniors to 
resources that encourage a healthy, 
well-rounded approach to aging. Seniors 
age 50 years and older may participate 
in the screenings. A photo I.D. with cur-
rent address is required to register and 
participate. 

Vendors for the health fair are cur-
rently being sought. The non-refundable 

vendor registration fee for a for-profit 
agency is $100. For-profit agencies 
providing a free health screening for 
fair attendees will not be required to 
pay the fee. Non-profit agencies and 
local, county, state or federal agencies 
may register for free. Each vendor will 
receive an 8-foot space.

Prospective vendors can register 
through Friday, September 15 by con-
tacting the Senior Center and requesting 
the vendor PDF application be emailed. 

The Cerritos Senior Center 
is located at 12340 South Street 

in Cerritos. For more information, 
call (562) 916-8550.
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Brighten Your 
Fall Landscape 
With Mums
By Melinda Myers

 

Mums are a favorite fall 
flower that adds weeks 
of seasonal color to 
containers, gardens 
and fall displays. They 

are also a popular gift plant in garden 
centers and floral shops. Choosing the 
right one for the purpose and providing 
proper care will help you achieve your 
desired results.

Start by selecting the best mum for 
your gardening goals. You’ll find mums 
labeled as garden, perennial, gift or florist 

mums.  All these names for plants that 
look alike can be confusing. The answer 
lies in their response to day length, hardi-
ness and use.

Mums set flowers based on day length. 
Growers can force them into bloom by 
covering them to create shorter days that 
initiate flowering. Those grown as gift 
mums, often called florist mums, usually 
require the longest periods of uninter-
rupted darkness or shorter days. When 
these mums are grown under natural day-
light they usually don’t flower until late 
fall or early winter. These late bloomers 
are usually killed by cold temperatures 
before or soon after the flowers appear in 
colder areas.

Nurseries selling mums ready to flow-
er in the fall often refer to them as garden 
mums. These may be perennial mums or 
“florist” mums forced to flower for fall 

displays. The intent is to use them as an-
nuals. Select ones with lots of buds and 
just a few if any open flowers to maxi-
mize the bloom time and your enjoyment. 
Place one or two mums on the front steps, 
plant them in vacant spots in the garden 
or combine them with other fall favorites 
in containers.

These garden mums may be hardy 
and suited to the area but since all the 
energy is directed to the flowers little is 
left to establish a hardy, robust root sys-
tem.  If you have success overwintering 
your garden mums, feel free to brag. If 
your plants don’t survive or you don’t 
try, don’t worry. You are using them as 
a fall annual as they were intended.  This 
also provides space for new plants in the 
spring and an opportunity to try a differ-
ent color mum next fall.

Those mums sold as perennials are 
hardy enough to survive the winter and 
flower in late summer or early fall pro-
viding weeks of color in the garden. They 
are often sold alongside other perennials, 
labeled as perennials, or promoted as har-
dy for the area.  Increase your success by 
planting them in spring. This allows the 
plant time to develop a robust root sys-
tem before it begins flowering in the fall 
which will increase its ability to survive 
cold winters.

Place mums in an area with full sun 
and water thoroughly and often enough 

to keep the soil moist but not soggy wet. 
Check the soil in containers daily and 
water when the top few inches of soil are 
starting to dry. Always use a container 
with drainage holes or a self-watering 
pot.

Increase overwintering success by 
leaving the plants intact in the garden 
over winter.  Those gardening in colder 
regions may opt to cover the plants with 
evergreen boughs after the ground freez-
es, providing extra insulation.  Remove 
the mulch when temperatures begin hov-
ering above freezing. Whether covered or 
not, prune out the dead stems in spring as 
new growth appears.

Whatever you call them, add a few 
colorful mums to your fall displays. You 
are sure to enjoy the blast of color they 
provide to your landscape before winter 
arrives.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including the 
recently released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” instant video 
and DVD series and the nationally syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds & Blooms 
magazine and her website is www.Me-
lindaMyers.com.

MUMS add seasonal color to the fall landscape with many colors to choose from, they 
are also easy to grow. Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com

Seniors Invited to 
Cerritos' Health 
and Wellness Fair 

The Cerritos Senior Center’s annual 
Health and Wellness Fair will be held on 
Friday, October 6 at the Cerritos Senior 
Center at Pat Nixon Park. The fair starts 
at 8:30 a.m. for Cerritos residents and 9 
a.m. for non-residents. The event ends at 
noon. 

The annual fair links seniors to 
resources that encourage a healthy, well-
rounded approach to aging. Seniors age 
50 years and older may participate in the 
screenings. A photo I.D. with current 
address is required to participate. 

Vendors for the health fair are cur-
rently being sought. The non-refundable 
vendor registration fee for a for-profit 
agency is $100. For-profit agencies 
providing a free health screening for 
fair attendees will not be required to 
pay the fee. Non-profit agencies and 
local, county, state or federal agencies 
may register for free. Each vendor will 
receive an 8-foot space.

Prospective vendors can register 
through Friday, September 15 by con-

tacting the Senior Center and requesting 
the vendor PDF application be emailed. 

The Cerritos Senior Center is 
located at 12340 South Street in 
Cerritos. For more information, 

call (562) 916-8550.

Meds. Drop-Off at 
Cerritos Sheriff’s Station

The City of Cerritos, in coopera-
tion with the Cerritos Sheriff’s Station 
and MED-Project, have made available 
a medication drop-off program for the 
community. The program provides an 
opportunity for the public to safely and 
anonymously surrender over-the-counter 
medications, unused or expired prescrip-
tions and illegal/controlled substances. 
The kiosk is not a depository for hypo-
dermic needles or syringes.

Medications can be placed in the blue 
kiosk located in the Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Station lobby, 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. Items should be brought in a 
closed container or plastic bag. No ques-
tions will be asked. 

For more information, contact
the Community Safety Division 

at (562) 916-1266.
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The Greater Lakewood Chamber of 
Commerce's Annual Summer Stampede 
Car Show is back for its 25th year on 
Sunday, Sept. 17 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Mayfair Park.

This family-friendly event is packed 

with fun, classic cars, specialty food 
trucks and live entertainment. 

There will be a wide variety of ven-
dor booths, raffle prizes and award-win-
ning opportunities for all custom, street 
rod and restored classic car entries.

BYO Blanket: Opera in the Park Comes to La Mirada

Staff Reports

 Join LA Opera on Saturday, Sep-
tember 23 for Mozart’s Don Giovanni, 
broadcast live in HD from the LA 
Opera stage to La Mirada Community 
Regional Park.

In Mozart's darkly funny drama 
Don Giovanni, a serial seducer is on 
the run from the women he’s wronged, 
starring Grammy Award winners Lucas 
Meachem and Isabel Leonard, with set 
design from Es Devlin (known for her 
work with Beyonce, U2, and our very 
own 2022 Super Bowl). 

The curtain rises at 6:00pm, but the 
fun begins pre-show with lawn games 
like ring toss and Connect 4, unique 
souvenirs from a balloon artist and car-
icaturist, and free popcorn for the first 

500 attendees. Pack a picnic or sample 
goodies from Bittie Bitez, Colbert’s 
Southern Gourmet, and Mike’s Coffee 
Express and the Beer Garden. Don’t 
forget to visit the LA Opera booth for 
your chance to win a gift basket and 
LA Opera merch!

To recap: a Mozart classic, a free 
night out, and fun for the whole family. 
La Mirada Community Regional Park 
is located at 13701 Adelfa Drive and 
has plenty of free parking available. 
RSVP at laopera.org/operainthepark to 
receive a special gift at the event.

LA Opera’s Opera in the Park is 
made possible through the generous 
support of Los Angeles County and 
Supervisor Janice Hahn, with special 
appreciation to the City of La Mirada.

A PORTION of the set of Don Giovanni, designed by Es Devlin.

Lakewood Chamber's 25th Annual Stampede Car Show

The City of La Mirada will be host-
ing a drive-thru Pet Vaccination Clinic 
in the parking lot of the La Mirada 
Community Gymnasium, located at 
15105 Alicante Road. 

The clinic will take place on Tues-
day, September 19 from 5 to 8 p.m. by 
appointment only.  

Additional clinics will be held on 
October 17, November 21, and Decem-
ber 19.

To make a reservation visit www.
heart4pets.org/ and click on the “Clinic 
Services” tab.   

Pet vaccination and micro chipping 
will be available at the following rates: 

Dog - Rabies $10
Dog - DHPP $25
Dog - Bordetella $25
Dog - LYME $25
Purevax Rabies for Cats1 year-$25, 

3 years - $55
Cats - FVRCP $25
Cats - FELV $25
Other - Services:
Microchips - $35
Deworming - $15-35 (depending on 

weight)   
Nail Trim - $20
Flea and Tick Prevention - $25-$70 

(depending on 1-mo or 3-mo)
Pet licensing services will also be 

provided at the drive-thru site.  
No reservation is needed to renew 

or obtain new animal licenses.  
Pet licenses will be available at the 

following rates:  
Spayed/Neutered Dog (Altered) - 

$20
Senior Citizens-owned altered dog 

- $7.50
Unaltered Dog - $60

Drive-Thru Pet Clinic
 Hosted by the City of La Mirada
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By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on Twitter

 
Last season, Norwalk High senior 

Caleb Mitchell was part of a rushing at-
tack grouped in with ‘the others’ as he 
saw David Herrera and Michael Mueller 
each rush for well over 1,000 yards and 
combine for over 40 touchdowns. Mitch-
ell carried the ball 16 times, gained just 
under 100 yards and scored once.

Last season, junior running back Ezra 
Mueller was in the same situation, rush-
ing for about 25 yards more than Mitch-
ell while scoring twice. Now, with his 
brother and Herrera having graduated, it’s 
his time and Mitchell’s time to shine. And 
in the biggest game of the season, at least 
to those in the City of Norwalk, Mitchell 
and Mueller did not disappoint.

Mitchell rushed 15 times for 252 
yards and scored four touchdowns and 
Mueller added another 154 yards on 14 
touches with a score as the Lancers will 
keep the coveted Mayor’s Cup on their 
campus for another year following a 44-8 
win at John Glenn High last Friday. Nor-
walk improved to 2-1 and has scored over 
40 points in all three games.

“They’ve just been working very, very 
hard,” said Norwalk head coach Ruben 
Guerrero of his new star running backs. 
“They’ve done an amazing job at learn-
ing, not just the offense, but the intricacies 
of it. Where they could be successful…
that learning curve has shortened and 
they’re taking off. They’re doing a lot of 
cool, fun things right now.”

“It’s kind of a big deal,” said Mitchell 
of playing for the Mayor’s Cup. “I love 
this sport; I love football and knowing we 
have a game like this where we have ri-
valries and have fun and play the sport, I 
think it’s a big part of being a senior and 
showing up for my teammates.”

Norwalk, which now owns a 40-17 
series advantage with the 1965 and 1982 
results unknown, got the ball to begin the 
play and drove 80 yards on six plays, end-
ing with a Mitchell 24-yard touchdown 
run. It would be the first of six drives 
for the Lancers in the game, all result-
ing in touchdowns. After the Eagles were 
stopped on downs on their first drive, 
Mueller scored from 33 yards out and 
with a Mitchell two-point conversion run, 
it was 15-0 not even nine minutes into the 
contest.

Glenn’s first opportunity to make 
some noise came on its second drive as ju-
nior wide receiver Jacob Ramirez hauled 
in a 27-yard pass from sophomore quar-
terback Luis Vergara as he was falling 
backwards towards the sideline. The play 
came on third and nine from Glenn’s 28-
yard line and was made possible after a 
potential fumble recovery from Norwalk 
senior lineman Jonathan Anguiano was 
reversed to an incomplete pass. But the 
Eagles ended that drive with a bad snap 
from center for a 15-yard loss, an incom-
plete pass, a false start penalty and a punt.

Norwalk’s lone drive of the second 
quarter was the longest one of the game, 
lasting 15 plays and 8:16 as sophomore 
running back Diego Cerritos cashed in 
from a yard out. Add a two-point conver-
sion run from senior running back Antho-
ny Rodriguez, and the Lancers increased 
their lead to 23-0.

Adding insult to injury, Glenn was 
driving for a potential score before half-
time as senior running back Tuiono 
Tuifua gained 28 yards on four straight 
plays, getting the ball to the Norwalk 42-
yard line. But the half ended with Mueller 

sacking Vergara on consecutive plays for 
losses of 14 and eight yards respectively.

“Like I’ve been saying all season, it’s 
just challenging with just a young team,” 
said Glenn first-year head coach Elijhaa 
Penny. “And it showed against an expe-

rienced team; an experienced program. 
Those are just things we just have to keep 
working on and keep cleaning up and un-
derstanding the importance of momentum 
swings and stuff like teaching a young 
team.”

By halftime, it was clear Norwalk was 
going to win its third straight Mayor’s 
Cup and 18th in the last 20 meetings. It 
had racked up 180 yards on 26 carries 

WEEK THREE FOOTBALL
NORWALK’S M&M BOYS KEEP JOHN GLENN GROUNDED IN ANOTHER MAYOR’S CUP ROUT

NORWALK MAYOR Ana Valencia and Norwalk High head coach Ruben Guerrero pose with the Mayor's Cup trophy 
with the team surrounding them as the Lancers defeated John Glenn High 44-8 last Friday to win its third straight meeting 
with its city rivals. PHOTO BY LOREN KOPFF.

[See NORWALK page 13]
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By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on Twitter

 
One of the perks for any athletic 

team winning a Mid-Cities League title 
is that you are nearly certain to move to 
the more competitive Gateway League 
the following season. The La Mirada 
High girls volleyball team went 10-0 
last season in the Mid-Cities League, 
the program’s first league champion-
ship since 2014 and as a result, got 
bumped up for this season.

In the Gateway League opener this 
past Tuesday, the Matadores did not 
lose a beat in their new circuit, post-
ing a 25-19, 25-27, 20-25, 25-21, 15-9 
victory over an improved Gahr High 
squad. While it wasn’t the prettiest of 
victories, it was enough to improve La 
Mirada’s mark to 11-5 overall, 1-0 in 
league.

“I knew it was going to be hard,” 
said La Mirada head coach Kimberly 
Mahan. “Obviously, we’re in a tougher 
league. I knew Gahr’s defense is good; 
they pick up balls and they don’t give 
up. They have a lot of heart and I think 
that’s where we, at the beginning, start-
ed off strong and then we kind of went 
down because I think the girls thought, 
‘okay, we have this’. [Gahr] wanted it 
more than us.”

Gahr was up 3-0 in the fifth set as 
senior setter Cassandra Zoellers served 
an ace, followed by kills from sopho-
more middle blocker Jessalyn Ecevedo 
and junior opposite hitter Kyla Jones. 
La Mirada responded with four straight 
points, including an ace from junior 
defensive specialist Angelyna Conde, 
her seventh of the match. There would 
be two more lead changes moments 
later, but the Matadores would take the 
lead for good at 8-7 on senior defensive 
specialist Emilie Galvan’s first kill. The 
match ended with senior outside hitter 
Alyssa Meraz serving the final five 
points.

“Serve receive; we didn’t trust our 
teammates,” said Gahr head coach 
Charity Dennis. “We just gave up on 
serve receive and it made a difference. 
It was hesitations. There wasn’t a lot 
of movement. In practice yesterday, we 
were moving well, then we felt a lot of 
pressure today for some reason. There 
was a failure to move, failure to get our 
angles, failure to stay disciplined and 
low on serve receive and it ended up 
making a difference.”

“I think it was our serving,” said 
Mahan. “We must have had a lot of 
serves at the end where they weren’t 
really passing. It was hard for setter to 
get the second ball. They have a great 
libero, so their libero tipped a lot of our 
balls.”

The theme of the match would be 
serve receive for both teams, allowing 
for the momentum swings which made 
it possible for it to go five sets. Through 
the first rotation of the opening set, 
there were eight ties and three lead 
changes. That would change to begin 
the second rotation as La Mirada junior 
middle blocker Natalie Ojeisekhoba 
was beginning her big day with a kill to 
tie the set at 11-11. That paved the way 
for Conde to serve five straight points, 
the first two coming off Meraz kills and 
a pair of aces from Conde.

The margin increased to seven 
points at 21-14 as the Gladiators were 
unable to put together more than two 

GATEWAY LEAGUE GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
LA MIRADA, WITH TANDEM OF MERAZ AND 

OJEISEKHOBA, OUTLASTS GAHR IN LEAGUE OPENER
By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on X/Twitter

 
Last week was the beginning of league 

play for the area girls volleyball teams 
and so far, there haven’t been any sur-
prises as far as what we can expect by the 
time the second week of October comes 
around.

Artesia High knocked off John Glenn 
High 25-12, 25-16, 22-25, 25-15 last 
Friday before the Pioneers were swept by 
Cerritos High this past Tuesday. Artesia 
(5-5, 1-1) will go to Whitney High on 
Friday and host Pioneer High on Tuesday.

Cerritos, in typical fashion, swept its 
first two league opponents to improve 
to 6-1 on the season as the Dons went to 
Pioneer High on Sept. 14 ahead of their 
appearance in the Bellflower/Gahr Tour-
nament on Friday and Saturday. Cerritos 
will then travel to Glenn on Tuesday.

Glenn’s loss to Artesia, followed by 
a 25-16, 25-13, 25-19 to Whitney this 
past Tuesday drops the Eagles to 3-5, 0-2 
as they will go to Oxford Academy on 
Friday before facing Cerritos.

Norwalk High improved to 13-7 
overall and won its Mid-Cities League 
opener this past Tuesday, sweeping 
Bellflower High 25-13, 26-24, 25-20. The 
Lancers hosted Mayfair High on Sept. 
14 in a battle of the top two teams in the 
league and will go to Firebaugh High and 
Dominguez High on Tuesday and Thurs-
day respectively.

Valley Christian High went 1-4 last 
Friday and Saturday in the Whittier 
Tournament to fall to 8-8, then swept St. 
Anthony High 25-13, 25-16, 25-20 this 

past Tuesday. The Defenders hosted Vil-
lage Christian High on Sept. 14 and will 
participate in the Bellflower/Gahr Tourna-
ment before travelling to Maranatha High 
on Tuesday.

Whitney began 605 League action 
with sweeps over Pioneer and Glenn, 
improving to 4-8 as the Wildcats will go 
to Oxford Academy on Tuesday.
FOOTBALL

West Torrance High (0-3) @ Cer-
ritos (1-2)-Cerritos had last week off and 
is looking to get back into the win column 
after falling to Portola High 14-0 on Aug. 
31. The Dons have been operating with 
a pair of quarterbacks as senior Julian 
Morales has completed 14 passes in 26 at-
tempts for 121 yards and a pair of touch-
downs while sophomore Justin Sagun is 
12 of 26 for 83 yards and a touchdown. 
Junior wide receiver Ruben Castro has 
been the recipient of 10 of those passes 

NEWS AND NOTES FROM PRESS ROW
LEAGUE ACTION BEGINS FOR GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
AS REGULAR SEASON HEADS INTO SECOND HALF

By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on Twitter

[See NEWS AND NOTES page 13]

Solution on bottom of page 14

straight points at any time in the set, 
which ended on an ace from senior 
outside hitter Natalie Peter, the seventh 
by the Matadores to that point.

“I know we had five missed serves 
in the first set, so that kills us,” said 
Mahan. “Angelyna Conde has a strong 
serve, so I think we do well in that 
rotation, and she does a good job on 
defense. We still won, but like I said, 
our energy went down, and we weren’t 
as excited as them.”

La Mirada jumped out to a 7-1 lead 
in the second set and had a six-point 
advantage four other times before Gahr 
began to rally during the second rota-
tion. After La Mirada junior outside 
hitter Geraldine Aiono’s kill put her 
team up 20-17, a serving error gave 
Gahr possession, and junior defensive 
specialist Layla Garcia served five 
straight points.

The Matadores had two opportuni-
ties to go up two sets, but Gahr re-
sponded both times, got the serve back 
following a kill from senior outside hit-
ter Leilani Choe, who then had an ace 
and received a Jones kill for the match 
equalizer.

It was all Gahr in the third set, 
which never trailed, building leads of 
12-6, 17-9 and 20-11. But in the fourth 
set, there were seven ties and seven 
lead changes all within the first rota-
tion. The last of those lead changes 
came by virtue of Aiono’s fourth kill 
and made it 9-8. The lead grew to 16-11 
after Conde’s fifth ace and Ojeisekhoba 
ended La Mirada’s scoring with three 
kills amongst its last four points. She 
would have 17 kills and two blocks 
while Meraz led everyone with 23 kills.

“Natalie is amazing,” said Mahan. 
“She usually goes up and pounds that 
ball. It was harder to run the middles 
and that’s where we struggled, because 
I have two string middles and it starts 
with the pass. So, Alyssa does do a lot. 
She had shoulder surgery in March, so 
she’s coming back from that.”

“It was just a failure to make 
changes in that fourth set,” said Den-
nis. “We started strong, and we were 
playing together as a team, and then 
they went on a run. Their energy went 
up; La Mirada’s energy went up. They 
were playing tough, and we started to 
shut down.”

Conde, along with senior defensive 
specialist Margaret Norton had 20 digs 
and junior setter Kiersten Mahan, who 
had 41 sets, pitched in with 15 digs.

“Every single game we play, we’re 
up always five or six points and we let 
[the opponent] back,” said Kimberly 

@cerritosnews

@cerritosnews

therealcerritosnews

[See LA MIRADApage 13]
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing 
will help you self-publish your own book. FREE 
author submission kit! Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)
Become a Published Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Distribution. Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-877-538-9554 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN) 
Prepare for power outages today with a 
GENERAC home standby generator. $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote -Call now before the next power 
outage: 1-844-439-5645 (SCAN)
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-
SCAN)
AUTOS WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS  Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not - 24 Hour Response 
- Maximum Tax Donation – Help Find Missing 
Kids! Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? Your car 
donation to Patriotic Hearts helps veterans find 
work or start their own business. Fast free pick. 
Running or not!  Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Tiene un vehiculo no deseado? Donelo a 
Patriotic Hearts! Recogida rápida y gratuita en 
los 50 estados. Patriotic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a encontrar trabajo o 
iniciar su propio negocio. Llama ahora: 1-844-

244-5441 (24/7) (Cal-SCAN)
Donating your vehicle? Get more! Free Towing. 
Tax Deductible. Plus a $200 restaurant voucher 
and a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 50 
locations. Call Heritage for the Blind to donate 
your vehicle today. CALL 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-
SCAN)
Cal-SCAN
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 24 to 48 
months. No upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 1-888-231-4274. (Cal-
SCAN)
HEALTH/MEDICAL
Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are leading 
causes of death, according to the American 
Heart Association. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! Contact Life 
Line Screening to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings for just $149. Call 
1-888-892-5598 (Cal-SCAN)Safe Step. North 
America?'s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 1-888-
989-5749 (Cal-SCAN)
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as one day. For a 
limited time, we're waiving all installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. Offer ends 9/30/23) Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)
Safe Step. North America's #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 
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Catherine 
Grant Wieder

Probate, Wills, Living 
Trusts, Special Needs 

Trusts, Powers of 
Attorney & 

Advance Directives.

562-404-4039

 ATTORNEY

562.567.2050

 MORTGAGE

562-533-5600
www.CenturionMF.com
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 REFUSE SERVICES

 ATTORNEY

  562-818-5001

 Family Owned & Operated - VigilAirAndHeat.com
Cerritos business

since 2005!

Lic #864284

Quality work at fair rates,call us for your free estimate.

Central Heating & Air Conditioning 
Ductless Mini Split Systems Install 

Check us out 
on Yelp!

SPECIALIZING IN

CEMETERY

ADVERTISE

Keeping It Flowing For You!

PETE’S PLUMBING

We offer a wide range of plumbing services from emergency plumbing to 
commercial plumbing services, our master plumbers are ready 

to handle all jobs large or small at any time during the day or night. 

Over 30 years in business!

800-21-4PETES or 562-599-0106800-21-4PETES or 562-599-0106
3099 E. Pacific Coast Highway • Long Beach 
petes-plumbing.com • info@petes-plumbing.com

petesplumbingca
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 

los cerritos 
community 
newspaper

Follow us!
@cerritosnews

Keeping It Flowing For You!

Pete’s
PLUMBING

Over 25 Years of Quality Service
Family Owned & Operated

• Fast & Friendly Crew 
• Same Day Service

• Free Estimates
• All Types of Repair

CALL  FOR INFORMATION

800-21-4PETES OR
562-599-0106
3099 E. Pacific Coast Highway 

LONG BEACH
MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Bonded & Insured • California Contractors Lic. #458625BEFORE AFTER

WE USE

EQUIPMENT

BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:
R Increased water pressure
R No more rusty or discolored water
R Being able to use more than one faucet at a time
R No more leaky pipes
R No scalding in the shower when someone turns on a faucet
R Greater peace of mind
R Positive selling point for your property

WITH THIS AD!

$5OFF

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
(562) 924-2565 • (714) 527-5300

20014 State Road, CERRITOS

SEWER & DRAIN CLEAN-OUTS • FAUCETS • VIDEO SEWER INSPECTION • GAS LINES

SEWER LOCATION •  WALL & FLOOR HEATERS •  CIRCULATING PUMPS
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www.albanos.com

BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.
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ADVERTISE

 PLUMBING

DIRECTORY

LOCAL SERVICE DIRECTORY-SHOP LOCAL!

Call (888) 336-6100
athensservices.com • Email: cs@athensservices.com

SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
Proudly serving the city of Cerritos

GOT TRASH? RENT ME!
• Up to 7-day rental
• Next day delivery
• Approximately 350lb. weight capacity
• Ideal for general cleanup projects 
• Extra empties may be ordered for an     
  additional fee.

1-888-989-5749 (Cal-SCAN)
INSURANCE
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
(Cal-SCAN)
INTERNET
FREE high speed internet for those that qualify. 
Government program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-480-0769 
(Cal-SCAN)
MISCELLANEOUS
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No contract and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. Limited time offer get $50 off 
on any new account. Use code GIFT50. For more 
information, call 1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW? The difference in winning 
and losing market share is how businesses use 
their advertising dollars. CNPA’s Advertising 
Services’ power to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are an engaged 

audience, makes our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com
DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-generated content 
is so valuable it’s taken and repeated, condensed, 
broadcast, tweeted, discussed, posted, copied, 
edited, and emailed countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising.  For a free brochure call 
916-288-6011 or email cecelia@cnpa.com  (Cal-
SCAN)
REAL ESTATE LOANS
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for business purpose 
Real Estate loans. Credit unimportant. V.I.P. 
Trust Deed Company www.viploan.com 
Call 1-818-248-0000. Broker-principal DRE 
01041073. No consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY
WANTED! 

Old Porsche 
356/911/912 

for restoration by  hobbyist 1948-1998 Only. 
Any condition. Top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE  
1-707-339-5994. Email:  

Porscherestoration@yahoo.com

Systems Analyst Advisor

Elevance Health, Inc. seeks 
Systems Analyst Advisor in 
Cerritos, CA to organize and 

produce complex data evaluation 
and recommendations. 

Salary: $138,195 to 
$148,195 per year. 

Apply at 
www.jobpostingtoday.com 

ref #63137.

Assistant Designer 
(Commerce, CA) 

Conducting research and gathering 
information for illustration/design 

projects. Creating preliminary designs, 
sketches & layouts. Revising & refining 
designs based on feedback from senior 

designers & clients. Collaborating 
with cross-functional teams, such as 

marketing & product teams, to ensure 
that illustration/design projects are 

aligned with overall business objectives 
& branding. 40hrs/wk, Offered wage: 
$43,888/year, Associate's Degree in 

Graphic Design/Illustration or related 
required. 

Resume to Moira Cosmetics, Inc. 
Attn: John Kim, 2230 S Tubeway 

Ave. Commerce, CA 90040
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for 111 yards and two touchdowns while 
junior Dikshanta Adhikari has also caught 
11 passes for 48 yards. On the ground, 
junior Josiah Ungos has gained 116 yards 
on 27 carries with a score while Adhikari 
has added 80 yards on 24 carries and the 
only other rushing touchdown. This is 
also Cerritos’ homecoming game.

West Torrance has lost all three games 
this season including a narrow 10-3 affair 
to Peninsula High last Friday. Quar-
terback Eli Brandt completed 19 of 41 
passes for 129 yards in that game while 
the ground game was limited to 30 yards 
on a dozen carries. After scoring 29 points 
in their season opener against St. Anthony 
High, the Warriors have scored a dozen in 
the last two outings.

Prediction: Cerritos 31, 
West Torrance 14

Gahr High (2-1) @ Santa Ana Val-
ley High (1-3)-For the second straight 
week, Gahr’s offense put up numbers 
worthy of a win but unlike the 43-7 win 
against Ocean View High on Sept. 1, 
the Gladiators couldn’t come through at 
Garden Grove High last Friday. Ev-
ery time Gahr scored, the Argonauts 
answered as there were seven straight 
lead changes in the second half after the 
Gladiators led 27-21 at halftime. In the 
end, Gahr fell 49-47 in the final minute. 
Gahr had either a six or seven-point lead 
five times before failing to hold a five and 
four-point advantage late in the third and 
fourth quarters respectively. Heading into 
that contest, senior running back Kalen 
Montgomery already had 433 yards and 
five touchdowns.

After scoring just a touchdown in its 
first three games combines, Santa Ana 
Valley busted out last Friday to destroy 
Godinez High 41-6. Entering that game, 
quarterbacks Noe Hernandez and Bruce 
Sanchez had combined to throw for 237 
yards while the Falcons had rushed for 
280 yards while the defense has given up 
150 points already.

Prediction: Gahr 42, 
Santa Ana Valley 13.

John Glenn (2-2) @ Mark Keppel 
High (0-4)-See Norwalk High/Glenn 
game story.

Prediction: Glenn 35, Mark Keppel 7
La Mirada High (0-4) @ Baldwin 

Park High (1-3)-La Mirada’s defense 
was a better last Friday against Long 
Beach Jordan High but the result was still 
the same as the Matadores fell 28-18, 
marking the first time since 2018 the 
program has lost the first four games to 
begin a season. La Mirada would start that 
campaign 0-7 and finish the regular sea-
son with two wins. La Mirada’s defense 
was burned by one of the top quarter-
backs in the state, Jarret Nielsen, who 
completed 34 passes for 320 yards and a 
pair of touchdowns. He also gained 261 
yards and scored twice. The Matadores 
scored before halftime for the first time 
this season but have yielded 95 points in 
the first half.

If there is a time to end the losing skid, 
it would be on Friday as Baldwin Park has 
lost two straight games, including a 35-14 
setback to Schurr High last time out. The 
Braves have given up at least 33 points in 
all four games while La Mirada’s offense 
is getting better, averaging 17 points in 
the last three games. Quarterback Jake 
Garcia had thrown for 618 yards and 10 
touchdowns before the Schurr contest and 
the Braves had gained almost 600 yards 
on the ground.

Prediction: La Mirada 28,
 Baldwin Park 14

Norwalk (2-1) @ Linfield Christian 
High (2-2)-See Norwalk/Glenn game 
story.

Prediction: Norwalk 35, 
Linfield Christian 28

Sierra Vista High (1-3) @ Valley 

with Mueller gaining 120 yards while the 
defense was holding the Eagles (2-2) to 
25 yards.

“We challenged them this week,” said 
Guerrero. “Since our first game, that got 
away from us, we’ve been challenging 
the defense and they’ve been answer-
ing. They answered last week, and they 
answered tonight. They’re getting bet-
ter week in and week out. Every prac-
tice they’re getting better and it’s starting 
to show, and we’re starting to become a 
more complete team again. That’s what’s 
fun and awesome to see.”

The third quarter wasn’t much better 
for Glenn as it went three and out to begin 
the second half and following a Mitchell 
74-yard score on Norwalk’s third play 
of the ensuing drive, two more consecu-
tive bad snaps ended Glenn’s next drive. 
Mueller would recover a fumble on the 
second of those bad snaps and the turn-
over led to a 54-yard touchdown run from 
Mitchell.

Then, on the second play of the final 
stanza, Mitchell picked off Vergara, lead-
ing to his last score of the night, a 64-yard 
run as the running clock was put into play 
to begin the quarter. Mitchell also added 
three more tackles to his defensive perfor-
mance, as did Mueller along with his two 
sacks and fumble recovery.

“Ezra had been really kind of shining 
and Caleb was like, ‘when is it going to 
happen’,” said Guerrero. “He’s been very 
patient, and a spark happened, and he just 
took off tonight.

“We made some adjustments,” he con-
tinued. “[Glenn was] pretty stout. I have 
to give my hats off to Glenn and the de-
fense because they were pretty stout there 
for a second. We had to change a couple 
of things up and when we did, he was able 
to spring forward for big runs.”

“I was just thinking that I’m next [and] 
I have to step up,” said Mitchell. “Not 
only for myself, but for my teammates 
and I have to show up and show out.”

Glenn wasn’t going down without a 
fight as it got the ball at its 15-yard line 
and on four straight running plays, got to 
the Norwalk 30-yard line. The big play 
was a 45-yard run from Tuifua. Follow-
ing a Norwalk penalty Vergara would 
avoid his team being shutout as he threw 
a touchdown pass to senior wide receiver 
Nathan Serrano.

“I did not mind [getting shutout],” said 
Penny. “I did not mind at all. I just saw 
the kids still competing hard; still play-
ing hard against a tough program. It’s a 
program that’s been established and a pro-
gram that’s been good. I was excited just 
to watch them compete. But the touch-
down did feel good because our young 
quarterback continues to step up and play 
hard. That’s all I could ask for as a coach.”

Norwalk senior quarterback Rylee 
Sosa nor junior signal caller Nicolas Ber-
rera did not attempt a pass and besides the 
big nights from Mitchell and Mueller, ju-
nior fullback Papo Lieataua had 15 yards 
on four carries while Cerritos gained five 
yards on three touches. Cerritos also had 
three tackles.

For Glenn, Vergara was six of 10 for 
86 yards while freshman quarterback 
Sameul Reeves completed his only two 
passes for 20 yards. Tuifua carried the 
ball a dozen times, gaining 80 yards while 
sophomore Terry Henderson added 17 
yards on five carries. He also had four and 
a half tackles while freshman linebacker 
Andre Romo had three and a half tackles 
and senior Oracio Macias three

“Watching him on film, he was some-
one we really noticed,” said Guerrero of 
Tuifua. “And yes, definite, definite im-
provement from that squad. They’re do-

NORWALK from page 10

Mahan. “And it is our serve receive 
[and] our passing. These girls don’t 
know to stay low [and] pass. They want 
to pop up; their shoulders are high and 
it’s hard to teach.”

Gahr was paced by Jones (16 kills, 
five aces), Choe (12 kills, four aces) 
and senior outside hitter Isabela Torres 
(seven kills, one ace). Zoellers and ju-
nior setter Minerva Rodriguez each had 
four aces as the Gladiators (9-5, 0-1) 
are proving that last season’s 10-14 
record was a fluke. They also had their 
worst league record (1-7) in over two 
and a half decades.

“Kyla is coming off an injury, so 
today, she played really aggressively,” 
said Dennis. “We’re still trying to get 
her back to full health. But at the same 
time, she’s a leader. She’s a young 
leader on the team.

“No excuses for [losing to] La 
Mirada, but they are ready to fight and 
they’re ready to win,” she later said. 
“Last year was a very difficult season 
and we’re ready to turn it around this 
year.”

Gahr will face Maywood Center 
for Enriched Studies, Sonora High and 
Peninsula High on Friday in pool play 
action of the Gahr/Bellflower Tourna-
ment, which concludes on Saturday. 
The Gladiators will then host Warren 
High on Tuesday before travelling to 
Paramount High on Thursday.

“We’re going to turn it around,” 
chuckled Dennis. “This won’t happen 
again.”

The Matadores will host Downey 
High (11-7, 1-0) on Tuesday before go-
ing to Warren on Thursday.

“I think we’re going to see a lot of 
tough competition,” said Mahan. “It’s 
going to be exciting, but we have to be 
on our ‘A’ game. We cannot let up and 
we have to make sure we’re passing 
strong and [making good decisions]. 
That’s where we struggled today. Our 
volleyball IQ…we’re still learning.”

ing a good job and getting the guys going 
and later on in the year, I see good things 
happening for them. But [Tuifua] is a 
good little runner and we did notice him 
on film this week.”

“That’s the beautiful thing about this 
whole game, this whole season and be-
yond this,” said Penny. “The younger 
kids are getting experience and man, once 
these guys get into it with their bodies and 
add on a couple of pounds and muscle 
and we have our offseason program go-
ing…I’m these kid’s biggest cheerleader. 
I’m just going to be so excited once I see 
the full development of our kids and just 
watch them grow.”

In fact, with Penny now in charge of 
the Glenn program, and because he played 
for Norwalk, he is using the double wing 
as part of his offense, but obviously not as 
much as the Lancers.

“It was kind of surprising to see them 
at the beginning of the year run to that,” 
said Guerrero. “But when they went to 
it, it’s very familiar, obviously, because 
we run it and they run it. But we came to 
the realization that you know, that’s what 
Coach Penny knows and that’s what he 
went with. We felt comfortable because 
we had success against it defensively 
last year. We kind of used what we knew 
from then until now and it helped us out 
tonight.”

Norwalk will go on the road to face 
Linfield Christian High on Friday, hop-
ing to continue its solid offensive barrage 
that has produced 148 points and just over 
1,000 yards, all but 72 coming on the 
ground. Linfield Christian lost to Tahquitz 
High 28-10 last Friday and has split its 
first four games. In their two wins, the Li-
ons have scored 94 points but in the two 
setbacks, they have managed 27 points.

Quarterback Thomas Paschal has 
passed for 450 yards and five touchdowns 
but has thrown three interceptions. Micah 
Little leads the rushing attack with 313 
yards on 27 carries with four touchdowns, 
and as a team, Linfield Christian is aver-
aging almost eight and a half yards per 
carry.

“We had a common opponent last year 
in Rio Hondo Prep and we saw that was a 
tight game,” said Guerrero. “So, we know 
it’s going to be a tight game [on Friday]; 
pretty evenly matched, and we’re going 
to have to go and reassess where we’re 
at. We’ll go see them on film tomorrow 
and we’ll try to draw up a plan that will 
help us be successful next week. But by 
no means are we looking past them. This 
game tonight is number three on a list of 
10, and that’s what the kids and I came in 
with this week. We’re past number three 
and now we’re looking at number four on 
that list of 10. We’re going to go through 
those 10 and see where we’re at, at the 
end of the year.”

For Glenn, it will travel to Mark Kep-
pel High on Friday, hoping to keep the Az-
tecs winless as they play their fifth game 
of the season. Mark Keppel was blanked 
by Azusa High 39-0 last Friday and has 
scored just 22 points in four games while 
yielding 164 points.

Prior to last Friday’s game, the Az-
tecs were averaging just over 100 yards a 
game on offense and have turned the ball 
over at least nine times.

“We’ll definitely look at it as a game 
to get our guys back on track, get back 
rolling and then get back into things that 
we do,” said Penny. “Mark Keppel has 
kind of been struggling a bit lately, but our 
guys…we can’t go in there with that kind 
of mindset like we’re going to beat them. 
I tell my guys every week, we’re 0-0. It’s 
fresh; it’s a restart.”

Christian (0-4)-It’s rare to see a Valley 
Christian football team begin any season 
with four straight losses, but that’s where 
the Defenders are. V.C. was shutout for 
the second straight week, losing to Chino 
High 33-0 last Friday. It’s the first time 
since 2011 that V.C. has lost its first four 
games. Since then, the program had gone 
through four seasons of 1-3 starts and four 
more splitting the first four games. The 
Defenders have been outscored 158-26 
so far, but as their non-league schedules 
comes to an end on Friday, the matchup 
with Sierra Vista seems favorable. This 
will also be V.C.’s homecoming game.

The Dons were overmatched by 
Heritage Christian High 40-8 last Friday 
and lost to Nogales High 27-8 the previ-
ous week. Sierra Vista will keep the ball 
on the ground as it ran for 880 yards and 
scored 10 touchdowns before last Friday’s 
game while a pair of quarterbacks com-
bined for one completion in six attempts 
for 30 yards and two interceptions.

Prediction: V.C. 28, Sierra Vista 14
Last week’s predictions: 4-1

Season to date: 19-4

LA MIRADA from page 11
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
MARIA DEL CARMEN ROBLEDO NIEMELA AKA MARIA ROBLEDO NIEMELA AKA MARIA CARMEN NIEMELA AKA MARIA 
C. NIEMELA AKA CARMEN NIEMELA
CASE NO. 23STPB09889
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
MARIA DEL CARMEN ROBLEDO NIEMELA AKA MARIA ROBLEDO NIEMELA AKA MARIA CARMEN NIEMELA AKA MARIA 
C. NIEMELA AKA CARMEN NIEMELA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by DAWAYNE R. NIEMELA in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that DAWAYNE R. NIEMELA be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and any codicils are available for 
examination in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed ac-
tion.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 10/13/23 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGE-
LES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JOHN J. STANTON - SBN 162432
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1370 N. BREA BLVD., STE. 220
FULLERTON CA 92835
Telephone (714) 974-8941
9/15, 9/22, 9/29/23
CNS-3737930#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC 6105)
Escrow No. BU-3097-YL
Notice is hereby given that a bulk sale is about to be made. The name and business address of the Seller is:
(1) The name of the Seller: PUREST ACADEMY FOR KIDS, INC., A CALIFORNIA NON-PROFIT CORPORATION
(2) Name of the Business being sold: PUREST ACADEMY FOR KIDS
(3) Business address(es) of the Seller(s) is: 12235 CENTRALIA STREET, LAKEWOOD, CA 90715
(4) The location in California of the chief executive office of the Seller is: 11639 CEDARVALE STREET, NORWALK, CA 90650
(5) All other business names and addresses used by the Seller within the past (3) years, as stated by the Seller is: 11354 MICHELLE 
STREET, CERRITOS, CA 90703
(6) The name of the Buyer is:  IN MOM'S ARMS, A NEVADA NON-PROFIT CORPORATION (7) The address of the Buyer is: 4067 
HARDWICK STREET, UNIT 335, LAKEWOOD, CA 90712
(8) General description of the assets of PUREST ACADEMY FOR KIDS to be sold is described as: FURNITURE, FIXTURE, AND 
EQUIPMENT located at: 12235 CENTRALIA STREET, LAKEWOOD, CA 90715
(9) The Bulk Sale is intended to be consummated at the office of: SECURED TRUST ESCROW, INC., C/O BELL SANTIAGO, ESCROW 
OFFICER, 21111 VICTOR ST, TORRANCE, CA 90503, TEL: (310) 318-3300; EMAIL: INFO@SECUREDTRUSTESCROW.COM; 
Escrow No. BU-3097-YL
(10) The anticipated date of the bulk sale is OCTOBER 3, 2023
(11) The last day for filing claims by any creditor shall be  OCTOBER 2, 2023, which is the business day before the anticipated sale date 
specified above.
(12) This Bulk Sale is not subject to California Uniform Commercial Code Section 6106.2. 
DATE: 9/8/23
BUYER: IN MOM'S ARMS, A NEVADA NON-PROFIT CORPORATION
ORD-1863934 LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS 9/15/23

CITY OF CERRITOS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA. NOTICE TO BIDDERS OF THE C-5 
WELL PUMPING SERVICES AND PILOT STUDY, PROJECT NO. 17197, BID NO. 1523-23. 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cerritos, County of Los Angeles, State 
of California, hereby invites sealed bids for the following project: Project Identification: C-5 
WELL PUMPING SERVICES AND PILOT STUDY, PROJECT NO. 17197, BID NO. 1523-23. 
Project Description: The work or improvement to be performed generally consists of providing all 
labor, materials, tools, and equipment necessary to complete the project per plans, specifications, 
and contract documents. The work will be performed by a qualified well maintenance contractor for 
well-pumping services and pilot study of the C-5 well located at 20101 Cabrillo Lane. Mandatory 
Pre-Bid Meeting: Wednesday, October 4, 2023, 10:00 a.m., 20101 Cabrillo Lane, Cerritos, CA 
90703. Bid Opening Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023, 11:00 a.m. Place of Bid Receipt: 
The bid submission must be received in the Office of the City Clerk, First Floor, 18125 Bloomfield 
Avenue, Cerritos, CA 90703. Bids must be marked: “C-5 WELL PUMPING SERVICES AND 
PILOT STUDY, PROJECT NO. 17197, BID NO. 1523-23.” It is the responsibility of the bidder 
to ensure that the bid is received in the appropriate location by the deadline. Bids not received in the 
Office of the City Clerk by the deadline provided will not be considered. All bids shall be made on 
the form furnished by the City and submitted at the above-stated time in the Office of the City Clerk 
of the City of Cerritos, City Hall. Obtaining Contract Documents: A set of Contract Documents, 
including plans and specifications can be obtained by contacting Cerritos Engineering Division at 
(562) 916-1219. The cost of the bid documents is $10.00 ($15.00 if mailing is requested), only if 
a printed copy of plans and specifications is requested. There will be no refund for return of the 
Contract Documents.  Return of such documents is not required. Each bid shall be accompanied 
by a bid security referred to in the Contract Documents and by a list of proposed subcontractors. 
Evidence of current City Business License (applies to contractor and all subcontractors), insurance, 
a Performance Bond, a Labor and Material Payment Bond, and Warranty Bond, as specified in the 
Contract Documents, will be required prior to execution of the contract. In accordance with Public 
Contract Code Section 22300, the bidder who is awarded the contract may substitute securities 
for retention money withheld by a public agency to ensure performance under the contract. The 
procedure and requirements for substituting said securities are set forth in Public Contract Code 
Section 22300, which is incorporated by this reference. No bid will be accepted from a contractor 
who has not been licensed in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 9, Division III of the 
California Business and Professions Code. The contractor must possess a license of the following 
classification at the time the contract is awarded (and must maintain this license classification 
through completion of the project): “A,” and/or “C-57.” The bidder’s attention is also directed to 
Section 7028.15 of the Business and Professions Code for further reference. Only a contractor or 
subcontractor who currently is registered with the California Department of Industrial Relations 
(“DIR”) to bid on public works contracts in California, pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5, shall 
be permitted to submit or be listed on a bid. No bid shall be accepted, nor any contract or subcontract 
entered into, without proof of the contractor or subcontractor’s current registration to perform public 
work pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5. Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1770, et seq., of 
the California Labor Code, the DIR has determined the general prevailing rate of wages and employer 
payments for health and welfare, vacations, pensions and similar purposes applicable to the work to 
be done. These rates shall be the minimum rates for this project.  Copies of the prevailing wage rates 
are on file at City Hall, located at 18125 Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, California, 90703, and shall be 
available to any interested party upon request. In addition, rates may be obtained by visiting http://
www.dir.ca.gov/OPRL/pwd/, calling the DIR, Division of Labor Statistics and Research’s Prevailing 
Wage Unit at (415) 703-4774, faxing the Prevailing Wage Unit at (415) 703-4771 or writing to DIR, 
Division of Labor Statistics and Research, Prevailing Wage Unit, P.O. Box 420603, San Francisco, 
CA, 94142. The contractor to whom the contract is awarded, and the subcontractors under him, must 
pay not less than these rates for this area to all workers employed in the execution of the contract. 
The bidder’s attention is further directed to Section 9204 of the Public Contract Code regarding the 
claims resolution process for all public works projects. Any dispute or claim against the City under 
a public works project shall be processed in accordance with Section 9204 of the Public Contract 
Code and any other applicable law. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids, or portions 
thereof, or to waive any informality or irregularity in a bid to the extent allowed by law. Any requests 
for information regarding opened bids shall be directed to the Office of the City Clerk via a formal 
Public Records Act request. The City has determined that opened bids are confidential and therefore 
the negotiations process outweighs the public interest in prematurely disclosing such records. (Gov. 
Code § 6255). On March 4, 2022, Governor Gavin Newsom issued Executive Order N-6-22 (EO) 
regarding sanctions in response to Russian aggression in Ukraine. The EO is located at https://www.
gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/3.4.22-Russia-Ukraine-Executive-Order.pdf. All contractors 
shall comply with economic sanctions imposed in response to Russia’s actions in Ukraine, per this 
order and other federal executive orders identified by the U.S. Department of Treasury. Failure to 
comply with these orders shall result in the termination of contract. A mandatory pre-bid meeting will 
be held at the project location on Wednesday, October 4, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., at which representatives 
of the City will be present to discuss the project. This is a mandatory meeting and failure to attend 
will disqualify any prospective bidder. The Engineer will transmit to all prospective bidders of record 
such addenda as the Engineer considers necessary in response to questions arising at the pre-bid 
meeting. By order of the City of Cerritos.
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Puzzle solution: COLLECTION

Yet a check of Cerritos’ city website 
shows Wang is on the city’s Let Freedom 
Ring Committee, appointed by Cerritos 
Councilman Chuong Vo; Wang also proud-
ly proclaims he lives in Cerritos and is on 
the LFR Committee.

To be on any committee in Cerritos, 
a person must be a Cerritos resident, yet 
Wang lied on his ABCUSD application 
twice under penalty of perjury, indicating 
he was from Hawaiian Gardens.

Seven weeks after it was revealed 
Wang lied on his ABCUSD application, 
an August 29  public records request to the 
Cerritos City Clerk has revealed that Wang 
has not resigned, indicating that Council-
man Vo, a Torrance Police officer, has not 
asked Wang to resign even though Wang 
committed perjury by lying on his AB-
CUSD application.

In addition, an examination of the at-
tendance by Wang and other LFR Commis-
sioners shows a pattern of chronic absen-
teeism except for two committee members, 
Monica Ballentine and Candy Yee.

Two members have missed the last five 
meetings; Wang, appointed in May of this 
year, missed the previous meeting in Au-
gust.

Emails to Cerritos City Councilman 
Chong Vo asking if he knew of Wang’s ap-
plication went unreturned; Vo would not 
answer if he would ask Wang to resign 
from the LFR Committee.

Teens ages 14 to 17 from across Los 
Angeles County can now apply for Metro's 
2024 Youth Council, a one-year commit-
ment during which they will share their 
ideas and views about Metro and how to 
improve the transportation system for all 
riders.

The group will be composed of young 
people from communities throughout the 
county that Metro serves, including the 
San Gabriel Valley, San Fernando Valley, 
Gateway Cities, Central L.A., Westside 
Cities, South Bay, Arroyo/Verdugo, Las 
Virgenes/Malibu and North L.A. County.

Students can gain valuable real-world 
experience and training, such as civic en-
gagement, leadership development and 
networking opportunities.  that can be used 
in their future careers, according to Metro. 

Members can also become part of the 
Youth Council Cabinet, which is composed 
of the chair, vice chair, secretary, commu-
nications officer and special events coor-
dinator — providing additional leadership 
opportunities.

Members can also attend and partici-
pate in Metro events, activities and connect 
with others from across the county.

Additionally, each year Metro’s Youth 
Council hosts a Youth Summit event for 
others who may be interested in joining 
and to discuss important topics affecting 
them. This year’s summit is slated for Sept. 
23, beginning at 9:30 a.m. in downtown 
L.A. at Union Station.

The theme for this year’s summit will 
be traveling sustainability, and the council 
as well as guests will discuss how to ex-
plore L.A.’s best destinations while lower-
ing their carbon footprint.

As part of the summit, the council 
and attendees will begin creating a digi-
tal Youth Destination Guide that includes 
places they’d like to visit and how to get 
there using transit.

When complete, the guide will help 
other youth navigate Metro’s transit sys-
tem and help the agency better service 
youth riders.

At the end of a student’s term on the 
council, each member receives a certificate 
of participation and a stipend.

More information about Metro’s 
Youth Council can be found at 

metro.net/youthcouncil.
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nothing else, and then leave.
“California’s small cannabis business-

es are struggling,” said Haney. “Issues like 
over-saturation, high taxes, and the thriv-
ing black market are hurting cannabis busi-
nesses who follow the rules and pay taxes.”  
In 2020, California’s legal cannabis sales 
reached $4 billion, while the state’s illicit 
market sales were projected to have ex-
ceeded $8 billion.

While consuming cannabis on-site at 
cannabis retailers is technically legal in 
California, selling non-cannabis-infused 
products is not. AB 374 is simple because 
it allows cannabis retailers to diversify 
their business by selling non-cannabis-in-
fused foods and selling tickets to live per-
formances.

“To be clear, we’re not saying that cof-
fee shops should be allowed to sell canna-
bis,” said Assemblymember Matt Haney. 
“We’re saying that cannabis shops should 
be allowed to sell coffee. It shouldn’t be 
illegal for an existing cannabis business to 
move away from only selling marijuana 
and instead have the opportunity to grow, 
and create jobs by offering coffee or live 
jazz.

Cannabis cafes will only be allowed to 
open in cities and counties that pass legis-
lation to allow them. If the Governor signs 
AB 374, the bill will come into effect on 
January first of 2024. Local governments 
will then have the opportunity to create a 
permitting process and regulations for lo-
cal cannabis cafes. West Hollywood has 
already passed legislation creating a licens-
ing system, and a similar bill is currently 
working its way through the San Francisco 
legislative process.

POT CAFES from page 1

Lopez stated, “I am honored to have 
been appointed the new City Manager 
for the City of Cerritos. I look forward 
to working collaboratively with the City 
Council, City employees and the com-
munity on the continuing growth and 
success of Cerritos.”

Lopez began working for the City of 
Cerritos in 2002 and held various Plan-
ning roles prior to being promoted to Ad-
vance Planning/Redevelopment Manager 
in 2005 and Current Planning Manager 
in 2009. Lopez was appointed Director 
of Community Development in 2020, 
and oversaw and administered the City’s 
land planning, development, land use, 
business license, GIS, public transporta-
tion, and building and safety programs. 
In 2022 he was appointed Director of 
Public Works/Water & Power and was 
responsible for administering and imple-
menting the City’s Capital Improvement 
Program, providing maintenance to City 
facilities, parks and streets, and manag-
ing the Water & Power utilities. He is a 
member of the International City/County 
Management Association (ICMA) and 
holds a professional certification by the 
American Institute of Certified Planners 
(AICP).

Lopez received his bachelor of sci-
ence degree in civil engineering with a 
minor in urban studies from Stanford 
University, and his master of public 
administration and master of planning 
degrees from the University of Southern 
California. Lopez is a lifelong Cerritos 
resident and was a valedictorian of his 
graduating class at Whitney High School. 
He and his wife and their five sons are 
happy to call Cerritos their home.

Gallucci announced his pending 
retirement from the City of Cerritos in 
December 2022

LOPEZ from page 1
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC 6105)
Escrow No. BU-3186-YL
Notice is hereby given that a bulk sale is about to be made. The name and business address of the Seller is:
(1) The name of the Seller: AATIGMA LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(2) Name of the Business being sold: HUMBLEBRAGS EATERY
(3) Business address(es) of the Seller(s) is: 3225 EAST CARSON STREET, LAKEWOOD, CA 90712
(4) The location in California of the chief executive office of the Seller is: 139 PEARL, LAGUNA NIGUEL, CA 92677
(5) All other business names and addresses used by the Seller within the past (3) years, as stated by the Seller is: NONE
(6) The name of the Buyer is:  THAI HOUSE STREET EATS LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY (7) The address of 
the Buyer is: 3205 E. CARSON STREET, LAKEWOOD, CA 90712
(8) General description of the assets of HUMBLEBRAGS EATERY to be sold is described as: FURNITURE, FIXTURE, AND EQUIP-
MENT located at: 3225 EAST CARSON STREET, LAKEWOOD, CA 90712
(9) The Bulk Sale is intended to be consummated at the office of: SECURED TRUST ESCROW, INC., C/O BELL SANTIAGO, ESCROW 
OFFICER, 21111 VICTOR ST, TORRANCE, CA 90503, TEL: (310) 318-3300; EMAIL: INFO@SECUREDTRUSTESCROW.COM; 
Escrow No. BU-3186-YL
(10) The anticipated date of the bulk sale is OCTOBER 3, 2023
(11) The last day for filing claims by any creditor shall be  OCTOBER 2, 2023, which is the business day before the anticipated sale date 
specified above.
(12) This Bulk Sale is not subject to California Uniform Commercial Code Section 6106.2. 
DATE: 8/23/23
BUYER: THAI HOUSE STREET EATS LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
1862559-PP LOS CERRITOS COUMMUNITY NEWS 9/15/23

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMIN-ISTER ESTATE OF LORETTA CHAVEZ
Case No. 23STPB09171
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-tors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of LORETTA CHAVEZ
 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by Brandon Nathaniel Chavez in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES.
 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that Brandon Nathaniel Chavez be appointed as personal representative to ad-minister 
the estate of the decedent.
 THE PETITION requests authori-ty to administer the estate under the Inde-pendent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representa-tive to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the authority.
 A HEARING on the petition will be held on Sept. 27, 2023 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 29 located at 111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 
90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
 Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowl-
edgeable in California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person inter-ested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request 
for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and ap-praisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
PAUL HORN ESQ
SBN 243227
PAUL HORN LAW GROUP PC
11404 SOUTH STREET
CERRITOS CA 90703
CN999708 CHAVEZ Sep 1,8,15, 2023

ABC UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE CALLING FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ABC Unified School District will receive up to but not later 
than 2:00 PM on the 2nd day of October 2023 Bids for:
 

ABC Bid # 1628 Concrete Paving

All bids shall be made and presented on a form furnished by the District. Bids submitted shall 
conform to the terms and conditions stated on said form. Bids shall be received in the office of 
the Purchasing Department at 16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703 and shall be opened and 
publicly read aloud at the above-stated time and place. Bidders may obtain drawings and specifica-
tions by written request to esthela.perez@abcusd.us.  All public works are subject to prevailing wage 
payments. License Class B or C8 will be required.
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TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS 
THRISIA JOHN THOTTIL filed a petition with this court for a decree changing name as follows: THRISIA JOHN THOTTIL TO TRISHA 
JOHN THOTTIL. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter appear before this court at the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name should not be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes described above 
must file a written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at least two days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed, the court may grant a 
petition without a hearing. Court date 10/09/2023, at the SUPERIOR COURT COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 12720 NORWALK BLVD., 
NORWALK CA 90650. A HEARING will be held October 9, 2023 at 9:30 am, Dept C Room: 312. Published at Los Cerritos Community 
Newspaper 9/8, 9/15, 9/22, 9/29/23. Case number 23NWCP00303

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS 
SUPRINA BABU DHARAN filed a petition with this court for a decree changing name as follows: SUPRINA BABU DHARAN TO 
SUPRINA TRISHA LONGINO. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter appear before this court at the hearing 
indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name should not be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at least two days before the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed, the court 
may grant a petition without a hearing. Court date 10/9/2023, at the SUPERIOR COURT COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 12720 NORWALK 
BLVD., NORWALK CA 90650. A HEARING will be held October 9, 2023 at 9:30 am, Dept C Room: 312. Published at Los Cerritos 
Community Newspaper 9/8, 9/15, 9/22, 9/29/23. Case number 23NWCP00305

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS 
SHARONE BABU DHARAN filed a petition with this court for a decree changing name as follows: SHARONE BABU DHARAN TO 
SHARONE THOTTIL. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter appear before this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name should not be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at least two days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed, the court may grant 
a petition without a hearing. Court date 10/9/2023, at the SUPERIOR COURT COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 12720 NORWALK BLVD., 
NORWALK CA 90650. A HEARING will be held October 9, 2023 at 9:30 am, Dept C Room: 312. Published at Los Cerritos Community 
Newspaper 9/8, 9/15, 9/22, 9/29/23. Case number 23NWCP00304

 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
SHELLY VARNER
CASE NO. 23STPB10041
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be inter-
ested in the WILL or estate, or both of SHELLY VARNER.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by DEANA SABO in the Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that DEANA SABO be appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions with-
out obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not 
grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 10/17/23 at 8:30AM in Dept. 29 
located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person 
or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of 
either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, 
as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to 
consult with an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you 
may file with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
DALE A. KIKEN, ESQ. - SBN 098408
THE KIKEN GROUP, APC
38 CORPORATE PARK
IRVINE CA 92606-5105
Telephone (657) 720-1000
BSC 223954
9/22, 9/29, 10/6/23
CNS-3738955#
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