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Spring is when you 
feel like whistling, even 

with a shoe full of rain.
~Doug Larson

By Brian Hews

On March 14, 2023,  Los 
Cerritos Community News ex-
clusively reported that ABC 
Unified School District Trustee 
Soo Yoo interviewed with the 
right-wing misinformation, 
anti-China, pro-Trump media 
empire of Falun Gong channel - 
which also publishes the Epoch 
Times newspaper – was heard 
spouting racist right-wing talk-
ing points and who is on the 
record for bashing Latinos for 
having Quinceaneras and tell-
ing African Americans "to get 
over the slavery thing." 

It looks like Yoo was mak-
ing the rounds with racists and 
homophobes in Sacramento 
prior to her interview with the 
Falun Gong.

LCCN has learned that just 
four days prior to the interview, 

ABCUSD Trustee Soo Yoo Attended 
'Detransition Rally' in Sacramento

Yoo  attended a homophobic 
anti-LGBTQ+ "Detransition 
Awareness Rally" in Sacramen-
to.

Detransition is the belief 
that parents force their children 
to transition with drugs and 
then make them have life-alter-
ing surgeries.

Detransitioning, or "later re-
gret," means stopping or revers-
ing gender transition, which can 
include medical treatment or 
changes in appearance, or both.

The World Professional 
Association for Transgender 
Health said evidence of later 
regret is scant. Dutch research 
from several years ago found no 
evidence of regret in transgen-
der adults who had comprehen-
sive psychological evaluations 
in childhood before undergoing 
puberty blockers and hormone 
treatment.

Yoo is seen in a picture on 
Facebook standing next to a 
God Bless America banner and 
in front of a sign that reads, 
"Democrats Supporting Detran-
sitioners."

The post was by Erik Elness, 
who wrote on his page, "proud 

Detransition is the 
belief that parents 
force their children 
to transition with drugs
and then make them have 
life-altering surgeries.

WEIRD WEATHER: TORNADOS TOUCH DOWN IN SOCAL
TWO TORNADOS touched down this week, a result of a monster storm that hit Tuesday. One twister was 
in Santa Barbara on Tuesday, the other in Montebello on Wednesday. The Montebello tornado was an EF-1, 
and left a trail a half-mile long and 50 yards wide, shredding roofs and tearing apart metal fences. Seventeen 
buildings were damaged, and 11 were red-tagged, causing millions in damage; clean-up is underway.

Monthly Habitat Restoration of Los Cerritos Wetlands
By Stepheny Guehrig

On the first Saturday of 
each month, Tidal Influence, in 
partnership with the Aquarium 
of the Pacific, hosts a habitat 
restoration for the Los Cerritos 
Wetlands. This month’s restora-
tion took place on March 4, and 
included planting native species 
of plants, weeding and picking 
up palm fronds. 

From 10:30 a.m. until noon, 
ecologists led a group of around 
60 volunteers who worked to-
gether to restore the wetlands. 
Supplies, water and sunscreen 
were provided -- all that was 
needed was a desire to help. 
From heavy duty work like 
pushing a wheelbarrow filled 
with palm fronds to less muscle-
intensive work, like placing na-
tive plants into the soil, people 
of all ages were welcomed and 
able to help.

According to the United 
State Environmental Protection 
Agency, “Wetlands are areas 
where water covers the soil, or 
is present either at or near the 
surface of the soil all year or for 
varying periods of time during 

THE FIRST SATURDAY of 
each month, Tidal Influence, in 
partnership with the Aquarium 
of the Pacific, hosts a habitat 
restoration for the Los Cerritos 
Wetlands. 

[See SOO YOO  page 14] [See WETLANDS page 13]

By Fatima Durrani 
and Brian Hews

Angry teachers, staff, par-
ents and students voiced their 
opinions in public comment at 
an ABC Unified School Dis-
trict board meeting on Tuesday, 
March 21. The crowd was pas-
sionate in their comments to the 
board as they expressed frustra-
tion at involuntary administra-
tive moves.

Last week, Interim Super-
intendent Toan Ngyuen an-
nounced the removal of Cerritos 
High School Principal Patrick 
Walker, the removal of a school 
counselor at Gahr and other ad-
ministrators within the district. 
Nguyen said the changes were 

Parents Voice Their Anger Over Involuntary 
Staff Removals at ABCUSD Board Meeting

a natural process and made for 
their professional growth.

"We're resuming the process 
of moving administrators and 
that's a natural rotation," Nguy-
en said. "We have sent surveys 
to get input from families, staff 
and students to understand the 
needs of the school and better 
prepare the incoming adminis-
trators to ensure a smooth tran-
sition."

Several public speakers at 
the board meeting said that the 
survey was an attempt to cover 
up the real issues and failed to 
give them a spot to voice their 
concerns. Parents said that the 
decision Nguyen made affected 

[See ABC  page 13]

the year, including during the 
growing season.”

Human development is the 
main cause for the damage 
done to the wetlands. Oil rigs, 
asphalt, buildings are scattered 
all around, but due to privatized 
ownership of the land and the 
oil, the human development that 
resides on the land is unable to 
be removed. 

“The private oil operators, 
they have mineral rights to the 
underground mineral oil re-
serves; the Los Cerritos Wet-
land Authority the public land 
owner is not trying to fight or 
get off the land,” 

Bahrami said. “They want 
their money going towards res-
toration.”

Restoring the wetlands is vi-
tal to the California environment 
as it creates a habitat for native 
species like the belding Savan-
nah Sparrow and the Wandering 
Skipper, which reside in the Los 
Cerritos Wetlands. 

“Because of human develop-
ment there’s just this little gem 
left. There used to be lots of 
wetlands along the coast of Cal-

ifornia. There’s not too many 
left,” said Daniella Gavriel, an 
associate restoration coordina-
tor for Tidal Influence, an eco-
logical consulting firm based in 
Long Beach.

Meaning little hills, the to-
pography of the Los Cerritos 
Wetlands is unique. Located in 
Seal Beach, the wetlands are a 
great source for minerals and 
oil, while also serving as a ref-
uge for native plants and ani-
mals. Zelder Marsh, the only ac-
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By Brian Hews

This past week, Assemblywoman 
Sharon Quirk-Silva (D - Fullerton) an-
nounced her 67th Assembly District 2023 
Woman of the Year, Dr. JoAnna Schilling. 

Dr. Schilling is President of Cypress 
College. She began her career in commu-
nity colleges as Dean of Arts and Cultural 
Programs at Rio Hondo College, and went 
on to serve as Vice President of Academic 
Affairs at both Cerritos and Rio Hondo 
Colleges. 

“Dr. Schilling has continued to serve 
her community with integrity, compas-
sion, and enthusiasm throughout her ca-
reer and I am proud to recognize her as 
the California State Assembly District 67, 
2023 Woman of the Year,” said Assembly-
woman Quirk-Silva.  

“I am honored, and more than a little 

humbled, by this recognition,” stated Dr. 
Schilling. “Assemblywoman Quirk-Silva 
has been a tireless advocate for education 
in our communities, and so it is especially 
gratifying to receive this award from her. 
It has been my privilege to serve the re-
silient and hardworking students who 
come to Cypress College looking for a 
better life through the power of education. 
Thank you to Assemblywoman Quirk-
Silva for this award and for shining her 
light on the students we all have a vested 
interest in serving.”

This year, the California Legislative 
Women’s Caucus celebrated “Women 
Making Herstory” with a ceremony at 
the state Capitol on March 20. Assembly-
woman Quirk-Silva presented her recog-
nition on the floor of the state Assembly 
to Dr. Joanna Schilling.

Asm. Sharon Quirk-Silva's Woman of the Year

ASSEMBLYWOMAN Sharon Quirk-Silva (left), with Dr. Joanna Schilling. Dr. 
Schilling is President of Cypress College. Photo by Lily Jimenez.

By Brian Hews

The Norwalk City Coun-
cil unanimously approved a 
speed hump policy for the City 
of Norwalk, part of a larger 
Neighborhood Traffic Manage-
ment Program which involves 
analyzing traffic patterns and 
taking appropriate actions.

NTMPs provide a process 
to receive speeding driver re-
quests, evaluate and then im-
plement solutions. It is commu-
nity-based and uses petitions 
for neighborhood agreement 
to build appropriate humps 
and can only be used on streets 
with a posted limit of 25 mph 
or less.

In addition, the traffic man-
agement program is recognized 
by insurance agencies and the 
State of California as an official 
traffic control program that is 
defensible in a court of law.

The development of a speed 
hump program is the initial step 
in developing a NTMP. Speed 
humps are the most requested 

traffic device by residential 
communities to slow vehicles 
down on their streets.

Speed hump design has 
evolved over the years as new 
data emerges from studies 
performed after installation. 
A speed hump is a raised area 
in the roadway pavement sur-
face constructed perpendicular 
to the travel direction. Not all 
streets in the city can qualify for 
the installation of speed humps. 
Speed humps are primarily 
used to reduce vehicle speed on 
residential streets with a single 
travel lane in each direction. 
The street should also have a 
speed limit of 25 mph or less.

“The approval of the Speed 
Hump policy will ensure that 
resident's neighborhood traffic 
safety concerns are addressed 
in a standardized way that fits 
their unique situations,” said 
Mayor Rick Ramirez, “the City 
is seeking to be proactive and 
engaged with City staff in in-
creasing public safety and mak-
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Families in Ukraine are fleeing 
violence and urgently need 
emergency aid. Give now to 

provide food, water, and more.
CARE.org;  (Int'l Red Cross) icrc.org;

wck.org ; redcross.org;
unicefusa.org

Norwalk Proclaims Feb. 22, 2022 Penny Brothers’ Day

THE PENNY BROTHERS with friends, family and officials from the city of Norwalk are all smiles 
after the recognition of Penny Brother Day. With them is Mayor Rick Rodriguez, Vice Mayor Ana 
Valencia, Councilwomen Jennifer Perez and Margarita Rios. Courtesy city of Norwalk.

See HUMPS page  14 See WARRIORS page  14

Watch Out Norwalk Residents, 
Speed Humps Ahead

Woman's History Month: 
Celebrating Women’s Military History Week Helping Woman

By Laurie Hanson

Marking the historical mile-
stones of women in the military 
is the Foundation for Women 
Warriors during recognition 
of Women’s Military History 
Week in March.

The 101-year-old organiza-
tion’s history reflects the service 
of all military women, most no-
tably of three dating back from 
World War II into more present 
times, as they pave the way for 
them in all service branches to-
day.

No one better than Marine 
Veteran and CEO Jodie Greni-
er, who advocates nationally for 
women in the service, knows 
the importance of this. Founded 
in 1920 and based now in Vista, 
California, the foundation has 
been led by her for the last 5 ½ 
years. 

According to Grenier, their 
mission is simple – to serve 
women veterans and their chil-
dren, so their next mission is 
clear and continues to impact 

the world.
“Our programs enhance the 

personal and economic wellbe-
ing of women veterans and cre-
ate stable foundations for them 
and their children by addressing 
their four primary needs: hous-
ing, childcare, employment, 
and education,” she said. 

“We prevent homelessness 
through emergency and hous-
ing stipends alongside financial 
education, childcare stipends to 
ease maintaining employment 
and accessing advanced educa-
tion.”

The FFWW also helps with 
critical items, fiscal manage-
ment, and professional devel-
opment workshops.

“We help women veterans 
adopt healthy money manage-
ment skills and provide the 
assistance they need to stay in 
their homes, advance their de-
grees, gain employment and 
care for their children,” she ex-
plained.

While recognizing Women’s 

SERVED: (top) U.S. Navy 
Rear Admiral Grace Hooper; 
(mid) U.S. Army Lieutenant 
Colonel Charity Adams Earley 
and (bottom) U.S. Navy Captain 
Kathleen Mae Bruyere.

East Los Angeles Politics Hits Cerritos

Just days before vote by mail 
ballots hit Cerritos mailboxes, 
Councilman Naresh Solanki, in a 
move unprecedented in Cerritos 
City Council history, slammed 
incumbent Frank Yokoyama 
during Thursday’s City Council 
meeting for alleged abuses re-
lated to the City credit card and 
City resources.

Equally as disturbing, Solan-
ki indicated long-time City Man-
ager Art Gallucci informed him 
of some of the allegations, al-
though no one involved will con-
firm that. That would be a highly 

Solanki takes the Cerritos 
Council institution to 
a new low, accusing 
Yokoyama of City credit 
card abuse during 
Council comments,
Yokoyama denies.

By Brian Hews
unusual move by Gallucci, who 
has always steered clear of Cer-
ritos political infighting.

Solanki’s move came imme-
diately before the publishing of 
an HMG-CN investigative ar-
ticle involving Cerritos Council 
candidate Lynda Johnson receiv-
ing $7,000 in special interest/
dark money donations.

Solanki is endorsing Johnson 
and HMG-CN had texted John-
son at noon the day before the 
meeting for comment.

Johnson, a registered Demo-
crat who used Supervisor Janice 

Councilman 
Naresh Solanki

See SOLANKI page  14

Elijhaa Penny to Coach Football at John Glenn High

JOHN GLENN HIGH SCHOOL will hold a welcome ceremony for its new head 
football coach Elijhaa Penny on March 24, at 1:00 p.m. in their quad on campus. 
Penny is seen here with his brother after the Norwalk City Council declared a Penny 
Brother's Day in the city.

Lakewood
Sites needed for 
Volunteer Day  

 
By Brian Hews

Lakewood's  Volunteer Day program 
is looking for project sites for its Satur-
day, April 15 clean-up and fix-up event. 

Teams of volunteers will fan out on 
that day to locations throughout Lake-
wood to donate a morning’s work to 
help their neighbors in need.

Recipients of Volunteer Day aid can 

be seniors or persons of any age who, 
because of a disability or limited means, 
need some neighborly help to make 
their Lakewood yard or home exterior a 
little nicer. 

Work can include a number of fix-up 
categories including gardening, yard 
cleanup or minor painting.

If you, or someone you know, can 
benefit from a Volunteer Day project 
and meet the selection criteria, please 
submit a site suggestion online or call 
the Burns Community Center at 562-
925-7512.

The proposed project sites are re-
viewed by city staff for eligibility and 
suitability.
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SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
Proudly serving the city of Cerritos

GOT TRASH? RENT ME!
• Up to 7-day rental
• Next day delivery
• Approximately 350lb. weight capacity
• Ideal for general cleanup projects 
• Extra empties may be ordered for an     
  additional fee.

Enjoy Artesia’s Diverse Cuisine 
During Restaurant Week

Artesia is hosting the 2nd annual Res-
taurant Week from Monday, March 27 
through Sunday, April 2. The city is ask-
ing area residents to order from participat-
ing restaurants during Restaurant Week, 
to help support Artesia businesses. 

The following participating restau-
rants will feature their unique menu items, 
providing patrons the opportunity to ex-
perience the variety of international fla-
vors that can be enjoyed in Artesia. Some 
restaurants will also offer special pricing 
or free select items with purchase.
Participating Restaurants

1. Aikan Sushi & Ramen 
2. Ashoka The Great Cuisine of India
3. Awaze Ethiopian Restaurant
4. Bhookhe Ethnic Cuisine
5. Bonchon Korean Fried Chicken 
6. BOPOMOFO Cafe
7. Dave’s Hot Chicken
8. Dim Sum Hut
9. Happy Bee Kitchen
10. Julio’s Pizza
11. London’s Pub & Grill
12. Marlin Restaurant Mexican & 
Seafood
13. Mekeni Pinoy’s Pride
14. MIÂN
15. Paco’s Tacos
16. Pirate’s Kitchen Artesia
17. Ramen Zuru
18. Saffron Spot
19. Salo Salo Grill
20. Sam Woo Café
21. The Punjab Restaurant

Do not miss this exciting culinary 
experience, an up-to-date list of partici-
pating restaurants is available at https://
tinyurl.com/ArtResWeek.  Call the Parks 
and Recreation Department at 562-860-
3361 for more information.

STUDENTS from the Tracy High Peace and Red Cross clubs with the blankets they 
collected and two special guests who informed the students about the disaster and 
heavy toll on the people in Turkey. Pictured are Nurittin Celik, back row right in 
blue shirt, a Turkish American from Cerritos and Venezia Van Schuerbeck, right of 
Nurittin. Heather Calderon, green shirt on left, represented the Red Cros sponsorship 
and Pat Alviso, flashing the peace sign, is the Peace Club sponsor. 

Blanket Drive For Earthquake Victims in Turkey at Tracy High 
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BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:
 Increased water pressure
 No more rusty or discolored water
 Being able to use more than one faucet at a time
 No more leaky pipes
 No scalding in the shower when someone turns on a faucet
 Greater peace of mind
 Positive selling point for your property
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BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

Norwalk Approves 
Improvements 
at City Parks
By Brian Hews

The Norwalk City Council approved 
a number of improvements at Bob White 
Park at their last meeting, part of the Nor-
walk’s Parks Master Plan.

“Norwalk councilmembers and I rec-
ognize the importance of providing high-
quality parks and recreational facilities to 
residents,” said Mayor Ana Valencia. 

Developing a dog park and restroom 
installation to meet the needs of Bob White 
Park visitors come from Prop 68 per capita 
funds. The restroom installation is sched-
uled to complete fall 2023; a new play-
ground begins this summer.

In addition to Bob White Park, the 
plans include the following highlights:

• Hermosillo Park - The city has been 
awarded an $8.5 million to rehabilitate 
the park. The playground was replaced in 
2018, now a Pour N Play surface will be 
installed as part of the overall project.

• Norwalk Park - New sports fields, 
playgrounds, an additional restroom and 
park amenities are currently planned.

• Lakeside Park - Laser leveling of ball-
fields at the park was completed. 

• Holifield Park - One of the play-
grounds was replaced, funded by Supervi-
sor Janice Hahn. Due to the placement of 
the playground, a large open area was cre-
ated which has been evaluated for install-
ing an in-ground skate park. 

• Gerdes Park - Ballfield lighting will 
be added to the main ballfield at the park. 
This project will increase play time capac-
ity of three to four hours per day, five to six 
days per week for the leagues.

SEAACA Pet 
Care & Adoption 
Fest March 25

 
The Southeast Area Animal Control 

Authority (SEAACA) and Michelson 
Found Animals are partnering to offer a 
free pet care and adoption event. 

The fest will occur on Saturday, 
March 25 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
SEAACA facility in Downey.

Free pet services, supplies, pet food 
adoptions and more will be offered.

The Downey facility 
is located at  9777 Seaaca 
Street, Downey, CA 90241

Phone is (562) 803-3301

Kennedy High 
Scholarship Foundation 
Fundraiser Dinner

The Kennedy High event will be held 
at La Palma City Community Center 
Royal Palm Room on Sat.April 15th

The event will begin at 6:30 p.m., 
with a silent auction, raffle and buffet 
dinner. Reservations can be made for $50 
p/p or $375 for a table of eight. If you are 
unable to attend but would like to donate, 
send a check to the Foundation at P.O. 
Box 1371, Cypress, CA 90630. For fur-
ther information, contact the Foundation 
at (714) 826-4537 or email at jfkscholar-
shipfoundation@hotmail.com.
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By Angela Hart

 Gov. Gavin Newsom, whose adminis-
tration is struggling to contain a worsening 
homelessness crisis despite record spend-
ing, is trying something bold: tapping fed-
eral health care funding to cover rent for 
homeless people and those at risk of losing 
their housing.

States are barred from using federal 
Medicaid dollars to pay directly for rent, 
but California’s governor is asking the ad-
ministration of President Joe Biden, a fel-
low Democrat, to authorize a new program 
called “transitional rent,” which would 
provide up to six months of rent or tempo-
rary housing for low-income enrollees who 
rely on the state’s health care safety net — 
a new initiative in his arsenal of programs 
to fight and prevent homelessness.

“I’ve been talking to the president. We 
cannot do this alone,” Newsom told KHN.

The governor is pushing California’s 
version of Medicaid, called Medi-Cal, to 
fund experimental housing subsidies for 
homeless people, betting that it’s cheaper 
for taxpayers to cover rent than to allow 
people to fall into crisis or costly institu-
tional care in hospitals, nursing homes, 
and jails. Early in his tenure, Newsom 
proclaimed that “doctors should be able to 
write prescriptions for housing the same 
way they do for insulin or antibiotics.”

But it’s a risky endeavor in a high-cost 
state where median rent is nearly $3,000 a 
month, and even higher in coastal regions, 
where most of California’s homeless peo-
ple reside. Experts expect the Biden ad-
ministration to scrutinize the plan to use 
health care money to pay rent; and also 
question its potential effectiveness in light 
of the state’s housing crisis.

Biden’s Medicaid officials have ap-
proved similar experimental programs 
in Oregon and Arizona, and California is 
modeling its program after them.

Top health officials say that, to con-
tain soaring safety-net spending and help 
homeless people get healthy, Medi-Cal has 
no choice but to combine social services 
with housing.

5% of Medi-Cal patients account for a 
staggering 44% of the program’s spend-
ing, and many of the costliest patients lack 

stable housing: Nearly half of patients ex-
periencing homelessness visited the emer-
gency room four times or more in 2019 and 
were more likely than other low-income 
adults to be admitted to the hospital, and 
a large majority of visits were covered by 
Medi-Cal, according to the Public Policy 
Institute of California.

Rent payments could begin as soon as 
2025 and cost roughly $117 million per 
year once fully implemented. Among those 
who stand to benefit are nearly 11,000 peo-
ple already enrolled in Medi-Cal housing 
services.

Health care experiments in California 
and around the country that funded hous-
ing supports have demonstrated early suc-
cess in reducing costs and making people 
healthier. But while some programs paid 
for housing security deposits or partici-
pants’ first month of rent, none directly 
covered rent for an extended period.

In a randomized control trial in Santa 
Clara County that provided supportive 
housing for homeless people showed re-
ductions in psychiatric emergency room 
visits and improvements in care. “Lives 
stabilized and we saw a huge uptick in sub-
stance use care and mental health care, the 
things that everybody wants people to use 
to get healthier,” said Dr. Margot Kushel, 
director of the University of California-San 
Francisco’s Center for Vulnerable Popula-
tions at Zuckerberg San Francisco General 
Hospital and Trauma Center, who worked 
on the study.

But insurers implementing the broader 
Medi-Cal initiative say they are skeptical 
that spending health care money on hous-
ing will save the system money. And health 
care experts say that, while six months of 
rent can be a bridge while people wait for 
permanent housing, there’s a bigger obsta-
cle: California’s affordable housing short-
age.

Newsom acknowledges that criticism. 
“The crisis of homelessness will never be 
solved without first solving the crisis of 
housing,” he said last week, arguing Cali-
fornia should plow more money into hous-
ing for homeless people with severe mental 
health conditions or addiction disorders.

He will ask the legislature to put before 
voters a 2024 ballot initiative that would 

infuse California’s mental health system 
with at least 6,000 new treatment beds and 
supportive housing units for people strug-
gling with mental health and addiction dis-
orders, many of whom are homeless. The 
proposed bond measure would generate 
from $3 billion to $5 billion for psychiat-
ric housing and treatment villages aimed at 
serving more than 10,000 additional peo-
ple a year. The initiative also would ask 
voters to set aside at least $1 billion a year 
for supportive housing from an existing tax 
on California millionaires that funds local 
mental health programs. 

Public health experts say the problem 
will continue to explode without creative 
thinking about how to fund housing in 
health care, but they warn the state must 
be wary of potential abuses of the program.

For Stephen Morton, who lives in the 
Orange County community of Laguna 
Woods, the journey from homelessness 
into permanent housing illustrates the 
amount of public spending it can take for 
the effort to pay off.

Morton, 60, bounced between shelters 
and his car for nearly two years and racked 
up extraordinary Medi-Cal costs due to 
prolonged hospitalizations and repeated 
emergency room trips to treat chronic heart 
disease, asthma, and diabetes.

Medi-Cal covered Morton’s open-heart 
surgery and hospital stays, which lasted 
weeks. He landed temporary housing 
through a state-sponsored program called 
Project Roomkey before getting perma-
nent housing through a federal low-income 
housing voucher — an ongoing benefit that 
covers all but $50 of his rent.

Since getting his apartment, Morton 
said, he’s been able to stop taking one dia-
betes medication and lose weight. He at-
tributes improvements in his blood sugar 
levels to his housing and the healthy, home-
delivered meals he receives via Medi-Cal.

“It’s usually scrambled eggs for break-
fast and the fish menu for dinner. I’m 
shocked it’s so good,” Morton said. “Now 
I have a microwave and I’m indoors. I’m 
so grateful and so much healthier.”

This story was produced by KHN, 
which publishes California Healthline, 

an editorially independent service of the 
California Health Care Foundation.

File and Publish 
Your DBA With US!

Quick and easy, 
completely online.

Go to loscerritosnews.net 
click on

Publish DBA
Questions? sales@cerritosnews.net

Prescription for Housing? California Wants Medicaid to Cover Six Months of Rent
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 
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BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.
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Downey Mayor's Corner
Greetings:

Happy Spring! I am happy to report 32 
(thirty-two) miles have been paved dur-
ing the first quarter of 2023. Many of you 
continue to express concern over the con-
dition of streets in and around your neigh-
borhoods. During my first year as Mayor 
in 2021, the council voted unanimously to 
invest over $30 million on infrastructure 
improvements (street rehabilitation and 
repaving) over the next few years. I real-
ize many streets have not been repaved in 
25-30 years, and believe me, we will get to 
your street. I thank you for your patience 
in advance as there will be disruptions and 
intermittent street closures as these streets 
get rehabilitated. How do we prioritize 
streets throughout our city you may ask? 
The city has a Street Repaving Manage-
ment Plan that guides the prioritization of 
streets and neighborhoods.

I had the pleasure of welcoming Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom to Downey last 
weekend as he announced California will 
take the lead in slashing insulin prices by 
entering a 10-year partnership with Civica, 
to manufacture insulin and reduce prices 
by 90%, to $30 dollars a vial. This is good 
news for the people of California and cer-
tainly residents of Downey. 

We also had a mayor’s roundtable with 
our newly elected Assemblywoman Blanca 
Pacheco. Mayors representing her district 
met in Downey to discuss issues of concern 
and legislative priorities, including hous-

ing, fentanyl, and homelessness. 
Update on Fire Station #4:
I have continued to hear from residents 

of District-4 about their frustration and 
displeasure at the ongoing delays with the 
reopening of the fire station. The contractor 
is ready to install a new roof, unfortunately 
the heavy rains have continued to delay the 
project. We will need two weeks without 
rain for the roof completion. The new time-
line for occupancy and re-opening is end 
of April. 

Downey’s anti-litter campaign #BINIT 
started during my first Mayoral year in 2021 
and continues strong. Residents may call 

CalMet/Athens services at 562.259.1239 
to arrange a bulky item pick up. Additional 
important numbers to save on your phones:

• Graffiti Hotline: (562) 923-4484
• Abandoned Shopping Carts: (800) 

252-4613
• Illegal Dumping: (562) 904-7194
The Keep Downey Beautiful Clean Ups 

continue to bring together residents who 
want to make a change and help beautify 
our city. The next clean-up is scheduled 
for 9 am on Saturday, April 8 at the Quick-
Shor located at 13217 Laurendale Avenue

Claudia M. Frometa
Mayor

GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM visited Downey last weekend and announced 
California will slash insulin prices by manufacturing the drug here in California, reducing 
prices by 90%, to $30 dollars a vial. With Newsom is Supervisor Janice Hahn, Mayor 
Frometa and Asm. Blanca Pacheco.
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U.S. REP. Linda Sánchez with city and district officials, from left to right, Whittier City 
Manager Brian Saeki, Rep. Sánchez, Whittier Mayor Joe Vinatieri, WUHSD Board of 
Trustees President Jaime Lopez and Superintendent Dr. Monica Oviedo.

Staff Report

California will manufacture more 
affordable insulin in a partnership with 
nonprofit generic drugmaker Civica Rx, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom announced this 
past Saturday.

The partnership will provide insulin 
to Californians for $30 per 10 millili-
ters, the governor said during a stop in 
Downey. 

The 10-year partnership will be 
administered through Cal Rx. Manu-
facturing is expected to begin later this 
year with deliveries coming next year, 
Newsom said.

As part of the $50 million contract, 
Civica will produce three insulins — 
glargine, lispro and aspart. They will 
be available in vials and pre-filled pens 
with the Cal Rx label. 

Newsom also announced Saturday 
a plan allowing California to manu-
facture its own lower-cost Naloxone, 
or Narcan. The potentially life-saving 
drug reverses the effects of an opioid 
overdose. 

“We’re starting with insulin, but 
we’re not stopping there,’’ said Mark 
Ghaly, secretary of the state’s Health 
and Human Services Department, who 
joined Newsom for the announcement. 
“We are going to look for other oppor-
tunities for savings.’’

At the national level, efforts to pass 
laws capping the price of insulin for un-
insured Americans or those with private 
insurance failed in the Democratic-
controlled Congress last year.

President Biden, however, has still 
championed last year’s bill as a suc-
cess for the millions of Americans who 

Rep. Sánchez Delivers $750K to Whittier Union High District Gov. Newsom Plans for CA. to Make Its Own Lower Cost Insulin

aren’t on Medicare. Drug companies, 
facing public pressure after tripling 
their prices for the life-saving drug 
over the last two decades, have started 
to voluntarily lower the cost of insulin. 
Drugmaker Novo Nordisk announced 
Tuesday it was cutting the cost of 
insulin to about $72 a vial, on the heels 
of an announcement from rival Eli Lilly 
that it would start selling its generic for 
$25.

“This builds on the important prog-
ress we made last year when I signed a 
law to cap insulin at $35 for seniors,” 
Biden said in a statement on Tuesday 
on Novo Nordisk’s announcement. “I 
urge all other manufacturers to follow 
suit and Republicans in Congress to 
join us and cap insulin at $35 for all 
Americans.”

By Brian Hews

U.S. Rep. Linda Sánchez delivered a 
$750,000 check to Whittier and the Whitti-
er Union High School District, which will 
help transform the athletic fields at Sierra 
Education Center (SEC) into a community 
recreation space that can be used for youth 
sports programs.

“Every community should have places 
to relax and come together as neighbors,” 
Sánchez said. “These funds will be used to 
transform underused property at the Sierra 
Education Center into recreation space for 
all to enjoy.”

The funding for the recreation space 
was secured as part of the Consolidated 

Appropriations Act of 2023. Signed by 
President Joe Biden in December 2022, 
the Appropriations Acts provides money 
for a host of community projects within 
Sánchez’s 38th District. “We thank Con-
gresswoman Sánchez for providing this 
generous gift that will positively impact 
the Whittier community for generations to 
come,” Oviedo said. 

The Sierra Education Center houses 
the Whittier Union High School Dis-
trict offices and Board room, Sierra Vista 
High School, Frontier High School, Whit-
tier Union Adult School, and the District’s 
fleet of school buses, as well as a soccer 
field, track, basketball courts and other 
open areas. 

Freedom City Church to Give 
Away 3,000 Easter Baskets 

The giveaways will be part of an 
Easter at Freedom Chocolate Factory 
experience that will also feature a live 
Easter production for the entire family 
and photo opportunities with the Easter 
Bunny. 

The event will take place on Sunday, 
April 9 with giveaways and live produc-
tion beginning at 9 a.m., 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m. A Spanish live production will take 
place at 3 p.m. The event will be held at 
Freedom City Church located at 6355 
Greenleaf Avenue, Whittier, Ca 90601. 

For additional information visit go-
2freedom.org or Freedom City Church’s 
instagram page @go2fcc. 
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Cerritos Resident is Mayflower Transit’s Van Operator of the Year 

CONGRATULATIONS: Mayflower’s President and CEO Jason Mills and Chairman 
of the Board Charles W. McDaniel with Richard Pittman presented the award at the 
company’s recent Learning Conference held in St. Louis.  

Staff Report

Richard Pittman of Active Logistics 
out of Northborough, Massachusetts, was 
awarded Mayflower’s Van Operator of the 
Year for logistics. The award recognizes 
Pittman’s excellent performance in the ar-
eas of customer service and safety. May-
flower’s President and CEO Jason Mills 
alongside Chairman of the Board Charles 
W. McDaniel presented the award at the 
Company’s recent Learning Conference 
held in St. Louis.  

Richard joined the trucking industry 
just under five years ago, but his dedication 
and customer service speaks for itself. He 
takes pride in his efficiency, organizational 
skills and professionalism. Although his 
initial career background didn’t begin in 

the moving industry, he understood that in 
order to be successful you must take risks.  

“My motivation while I’m on the road 
is to provide good service, be punctual 
and never turn down a load because I am 
the face of Mayflower Logistics,” Pittman 
said.  

His love for the open road goes deeper 
than trucking, he also rides motorcycles in 
his free time. .  

There are more than 1,300 driving pro-
fessionals in the Mayflower network, and 
Pittman was one of the three winners this 
year. The Van Operator of the Year began 
in the late 1970s to recognize the men and 
women who sacrifice so much for a life 
on the road and who help other families 
through one of the most stressful times in 
their lives.     

Vivian Maureen Stout, passed on Feb-
ruary 25, 2023 at the age of 102 in King-
man, Arizona.  Born February 19, 1921 in 
Dallas, Texas to Claude and Vassa Duke.   
Vivian was married to Joseph Junior 
Stout and worked as the Director of Hill-
crest Alzheimer’s Day Care in La Habra 
Heights.  She will be remembered for her 
caringness and strength. She adored her 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 
great-great-grandchildren.  Vivian was 
preceded in death by her parents, hus-
band (Joseph), child (Thomas), grandchild 
(Dennis), great-grandchild (Mitchell), and 
sibling (Dorothy).  She is survived by her 
3 children: William Stout, Robin Moor-
ing, Michelle Michalak, 7 grandchildren, 
12 great-grandchildren, and 5 great-great-
grandchildren. Memorial service will be 

held Saturday April 1, 2023 @ 11:00am 
at Community Presbyterian Church 13701 
Hillsborough Dr, La Mirada.

Former Long Beach Mayor and Congressman 
Robert Garcia Does Not Want to Ban TikTok

By Brian Hews

In an interview on MSNBC this morn-
ing, Congressman Robert Garcia sounded 
more like a TikTok Board Member than a 
concerned elected official, saying banning 
TikTok is a bad idea "because 150 million 
people use the app in the United States… 
people that built their brand and businesses 
on the app."

Governments have expressed concerns 
that TikTok, which is owned by the Chi-
nese company ByteDance, may endan-
ger sensitive user data. Lawmakers in the 
United States, Europe and Canada have es-
calated efforts to restrict access to TikTok.

"Before we ban it, I think we should 
work on the privacy concerns first," Garcia 
told MSNBC's Jose Diaz Balart.

That statement despite the White 
House telling federal agencies on Feb. 
27 that they had 30 days to delete the app 
from government devices. Britain and its 
parliament, Canada, the executive arm of 
the European Union and New Zealand's 
parliament also recently banned the app 
from official devices.

Garcia went on to acknowledge the 
danger of TikTok but reiterated he did 
not want to ban TikTok, "we need to have 
hearings and debates and make sure secu-
rity agencies are plugged in."

Lawmakers and regulators in the West 
have increasingly expressed concern that 
TikTok and its parent company, Byte-
Dance, may put sensitive user data, like 
location information, into the hands of the 
Chinese government. They have pointed to 
laws that allow the Chinese government to 
secretly demand data from Chinese com-
panies and citizens for intelligence-gather-
ing operations. They also worry that China 
could use TikTok's content recommenda-
tions for misinformation.

Acknowledging that Facebook was 
a problem, Garcia did not think TikTok 
would cause the same problems like Face-
book did during the 2020 elections.

"It speaks to the next generation, people 
are communicating through TikTok people 
are finding each other, LGBTQ+ folks are 
coming out, people are being educated on 
topics, I think we need to be a little more 
thoughtful and not ban TikTok."

The Chinese government has tremen-
dous control over the information and just 
today, the House conducted a hearing with 
the TikTok CEO that became very conten-
tious at times; yet Rep. Garcia does not 
want to ban the app because, as he said 
several times during the interview, "it has 
150 million users."

India banned the platform in mid-2020, 
costing ByteDance one of its biggest mar-
kets, as the government cracked down on 
59 Chinese-owned apps, claiming that they 

were secretly transmitting users' data to 
servers outside India.

Diaz-Villar then asked, "Doesn't it 
bother you that a totalitarian regime who 
is exploiting and destroying Muslims, has 
no freedom at all in their country, has per-
sonal information about United States resi-
dents using it for good?"

Garcia repeated his meme ignoring 
China's human rights violations, "Before 
we get to banning an app that has over 150 
million users, I think we need to be smart 
and have hearings holding folks account-
able to get TikTok to a better place."

That statement despite a Justice De-
partment investigation of TikTok's surveil-
lance of American journalists. ByteDance 
said in December that its employees had 
inappropriately obtained the data of two 
U.S. TikTok users who were reporters and 
a few of their associates.

The threat to ban TikTok seems to stem 
from its Chinese ownership.

Critics of the efforts to ban the plat-
form have pointed out that all social media 
networks engage in rampant collection of 
their users' data.

Fight for the Future, a nonprofit digital 
rights group, recently waged a #DontBan-
TikTok campaign with the goal of redi-
recting lawmakers' attention on TikTok to 
creating data and privacy laws that would 
apply to all Big Tech companies.

"The general consensus from the pri-
vacy community is that TikTok collects a 
lot of data, but it's not out of step with the 
amount of data collected by other apps," 
said Robyn Caplan, a senior researcher at 
Data & Society Research Institute.

Of course, millions of Americans, digi-
tal creators and marketers would hate to 
see the platform go away, and blocking a 
popular app could create a political back-
lash among young people.

The administration could approve 
TikTok's plan for operating in the United 
States. There is also a chance that lawmak-
ers would force ByteDance to sell TikTok 
to an American company — which almost 
happened in 2020.

Rep. Robert Garcia

Passings: Vivian Maureen Stout

Vivia Maureen Stout
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Student Sues Long Beach 
Unified School District Over 
Alleged Sexual Abuse
By Fatima Durrani

A 14-year-old student filed a com-
plaint in the Long Beach Superior Court 
on Feb. 27, alleging the LBUSD failed 
to protect her from a middle school 
teacher who sexually assaulted her.

Dan Murray, a science teacher at 
Hughes Middle School, had the minor as 
his student in his class. Murray denied 
the lawsuit’s allegations and wasn’t 
aware of it until the Long Beach Post 
contacted him.

The plaintiff complained that Murray 
had touched a female Hispanic student 
inappropriately and had the habit of 
making inappropriate comments toward 
them. Students said his comments were 
aimed towards female Hispanic students 
of undocumented parents.

“These people are just out for 
money,” Murray said. “I was cleared of 
this last year.”

The complaint stated that Murray 
walked the plaintiff out at the end of 
class, pretended to trip, squeezed her 
breasts and said, “my bad.” According 
to the complaint, Murray also began 
commenting about the plaintiff’s body 
and dress.

The incident was reported to school 
officials by the plaintiff, and the authori-
ties weren’t notified, according to the 
complaint. A school therapist later filed 
a report with the Long Beach Police.

The attorney who filed the lawsuit 
on behalf of the student, Terry Davis, 
said that the allegations in the complaint 
speak for themselves. “Defendant LB-
SUD knew or should have known that 
Dan Murray had the propensity to prey 
on young Hispanic students of undocu-
mented parents,” the complaint said. 
“Plaintiff suffered severe emotional 
distress as a result of the incident.”

According to LBUSD spokesperson 
Christ Eftychiou, the accusations were 
“neither corroborated nor substantiated 
upon investigation by school administra-
tion and law enforcement.” The school 
has been aware of the allegation against 
Murray since May of last year.

Detectives presented the case to the 
Los Angeles County District Attorney’s 
Office for filing consideration. Due to 

a lack of evidence, the district attorney 
chose not to press charges. The com-
plaint said that the plaintiff continues 
to suffer from severe emotional distress 
due to the injuries of sexual abuse and 
molestation.

“Victim alleges that suspect, her 
teacher, touched her breasts inappropri-
ately over the clothing in the guise of 
catching himself from falling,” prosecu-
tors of the case wrote. “Suspect denies 
and points to the victim’s failing grade 
in his class as a possible motive for her 
to lie. No witnesses were identified as 
having observed any of the conduct. No 
other students have made complaints 
about the suspect.”

Eftychiou declined to comment 
further on the investigation and whether 
Murray was removed from the class-
room during the investigation. Murray 
said that he found the allegations dis-
turbing. The case remains under investi-
gation, according to a spokesperson for 
the LPBD.

Crime Summary
La Mirada
March 13-19, 2023
Notable Arrests

 • Five suspects were arrested 
throughout La Mirada for various war-
rants and narcotics violations.  Robbery
 • An afternoon robbery was reported on 
the 14300 block of Firestone Blvd. No 
injuries were sustained from the incident.  
Residential Burglary
 • A residential burglary was reported on 
the 13500 block of La Jolla Cir. A bicycle 
was stolen from a garage.  
Other Structure Burglary

 • Two early morning burglaries were 
reported on the 14300 block of Firestone 
Blvd.

 • A burglary was reported on the 
15000 block of Alondra Blvd.

 • A burglary occurred on the 15800 
block of Imperial Hwy.

 • A burglary was reported on the 
15200 block of Rosecrans Ave.
 Vehicle Burglary

 • A window smash vehicle burglary 
was reported on the 13800 block of La 
Mirada Blvd.  
Grand Theft

 • A theft from an unlocked vehicle 
was reported on the 14500 block of Bora 
Dr.

 • An overnight catalytic converter 
theft was reported on the 11900 block of 

Nashville Dr.
 • An early morning theft of a cata-

lytic converter was reported on the 14400 
block of Watkins Dr.

 • A catalytic converter was reported 
stolen on the 14300 block of San Feli-
ciano Dr.

 • An early morning catalytic con-
verter theft occurred on the 13000 block 
of El Moro Ave.

 • An overnight theft of a catalytic 
converter occurred on the 14500 block of 
Mansa Dr.

 • A theft was reported on the 14700 
block of Artesia Blvd.

 • A theft of a catalytic converter was 
reported on the 13400 block of Estero 
Rd.

 • A package was stolen from a porch 
on the 15000 block of Olive Ln.
 Grand Theft Auto

 • A sedan was reported stolen on the 
15300 block of Santa Gertrudes Ave.

 • A theft of a sedan occurred on the 
15200 block of Santa Gertrudes Ave.

 • A SUV was stolen on the 14100 
block of El Espejo Rd.

 • A pickup truck was stolen on the 
16900 block of Knott Ave.

 • A van was reported stolen on the 
15300 block of Ashgrove Dr.

Cerritos
An armed man approached the victim 

at the Los Cerritos Center while victim 
was sittinng in his car. The man pointed 
his gun at the victim and told him to exit 
his Range Roger; victim ran away.

There was a rash of catalytic coverter 
thefts (4) throughout the city. La Mirada 
reported five. Etching your converter or 
using other security methods will deter 
theft, a converter can cost over $1,000.

PART 1 CRIMES were 42 for the 
week, up from 37 the week before; YTD 
2023 average is 44.5, 2022 YTD average 
is 37.6, an increase of over 18%.

MISCELLANEOUS CRIMES were 
8 for the week, down from 10 the week 
before; YTD 2023 average is 12.2, 2022 
YTD average is 11.1, a 6% increase.

ALARM CALLS were 36 for the 
week, up from 43 the week before; YTD 
2023 average is 44.3, 2022 YTD average 
is 45.4, an decresse of .05%.

CALLS FOR SERVICE were 275 
for the week, down from 321 the week 
before; YTD 2023 average is 321.9, 2022 
YTD average is 322, negligible decrease.
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By Diana Needham

Soroptimist International of Artesia-
Cerritos’ Monte Carlo Night Gala 
fundraiser on February 25 was a huge 
success, with all 255 event tickets sold for 
maximum venue attendance. 

The event raised over $49,000. Casino 

games (blackjack, craps & poker), a 
delicious buffet dinner, and prizes totaling 
over $21,000 highlighted the event. 

A “Return to Paradise” tropical theme 
entertained partygoers with an elegant 
and fun experience. Beautiful, exotic 
fresh flower centerpieces helped set the 
theme for the tropical evening in paradise.

“This Monte Carlo event was one 
of our best, and as our major fundraiser 
for the year, it will fund most of our 
important programs and donations,” said 
Sandy Fikse, event Co-Chair. 

The proceeds of the event will fund the 
Club’s cash grants to low-income college 
women who are head of household; 
career training for high school girls; and 
donations to community organizations, 
including Su Casa-Ending Domestic 
Violence, Community Family Guidance 
Center and many others.

“We are thankful to the community 
for their overwhelming support of this 
awesome event,” said President Norma 
Williamson. “As a result of its success, 

we can improve the lives of many 
women and girls as well as help make our 
community a better place.”

“We are thrilled with the support from 
community members, sponsors, and prize 
donors, as well as the many dignitaries 
who were in attendance,” said Susan 
Green, event Co-Chair and Master of 
Ceremonies (MC) for the evening.  

Dignitaries included Assemblymember 
Sharon Quirk Silva; Cerritos Mayor 
Pro Tem Bruce Barrows; Cerritos 
Council Member Frank Yokoyama; 
Artesia Mayor Monica Manalo; Artesia 
Mayor Pro Tem Tony Lima; Artesia 
Councilmembers Melisa Ramoso, Ali 
Taj and Rene Trevino; Cerritos College 
Board of Trustees Members Dawn Green 
and Dr. Shin Liu; Cerritos College 
President/Superintendent Dr. Jose Fierro; 
ABC Unified School District President 
Brad Beach, Vice President Sophia Tse, 
Clerk Ernie Nishii and Board Member, 
Olga Rios; ABC Interim Superintendent 
Toan Nguyen; Su-Casa-Ending Domestic 
Violence Executive Director Alberto 
Uribe; and Community Family Guidance 
Center Executive Director Bill Sinko, as 
well as seven former Cerritos and Artesia 
Mayors and a former Judge.  

Event sponsors donated over $14,500. 
The top two event sponsors were: 
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and 
Dr. Kent Choi-Ichthus Injury Network.

Top prizes included a one-week stay 
in a Big Bear house, donated by Becky 
Lingad; over $2,000 in gift cards; and a 
4-day/3-night stay at The Atlantis Hotel, 
a five-star hotel in the Bahamas.

To learn about becoming a 
Soroptimist member, contact President-
Elect Mary Ann Tipton at 562-706-2881. 
The local service club welcomes new 
members. Soroptimist International of 
Artesia-Cerritos celebrated its 50th year 
of founding and a successful past year 
with over $25,000 in giving through its 
Soroptimist programs and donations to 
many local organizations/charities. 

As a professional real estate agent and 
fellow neighbor, I know the real value of 

what our neighborhood offers. 

I’d love to offer my services and resources 
to you, whether you’re looking to buy or 

sell a home.

I’M ALSO YOUR 

NEIGHBOR 

I’M NOT JUST A 
REAL ESTATE 

AGENT

Call me for a free home valuation or if 
you’re just needing a cup of sugar.

POOJA GOEL
Realtor / DRE#02150143

Cell: 562.274.5528
Office: 562.295.6796
poojatherealtor@gmail.com
ig:poojatherealtor
www.modharealty.com
17315 Studebaker Rd. 
Ste. 300E, Cerritos, Ca. 90703

File and Publish 
Your DBA With US!

Quick and easy, 
completely online.

Go to loscerritosnews.net 
click on

Publish DBA
Questions? sales@cerritosnews.net

NOT SATISFIED WITH •	
YOUR CURRENT HOUSE 
PAYMENT?

BIG BANK TURNED YOU •	
DOWN?

Phone: 562-533-5600
www.CenturionMF.com

CA DRE 01443787
NMLS 206457

DeAnna Allensworth
 Broker - Advisor

I can help you with that.

Keeping It Flowing For You!

PETE’S PLUMBING

We offer a wide range of plumbing services from emergency plumbing to 
commercial plumbing services, our master plumbers are ready 

to handle all jobs large or small at any time during the day or night. 

Over 30 years in business!

800-21-4PETES or 562-599-0106800-21-4PETES or 562-599-0106
3099 E. Pacific Coast Highway • Long Beach 
petes-plumbing.com • info@petes-plumbing.com

petesplumbingca

TWENTY-SIX of the Fifty Members of Soroptimist International of Artesia-
Cerritos take a break during the festivities. Photo by Chris Kempf.

Soroptimist Monte Carlo Gala Fundraiser a Huge Success Senator Bob Archuleta's 
Woman of the Year 
for Senate District 30 

SACRAMENTO – In celebration of 
Women’s History Month, Senator Bob 
Archuleta (D-Pico Rivera) recognized 
former Walnut Mayor Mary Su as 2023 
Woman of the Year 
for Senate District 
30.

Senator Archu-
leta accompanied 
Mary at the Califor-
nia Woman Making 
Herstory Ceremony, 
hosted by the Cali-
fornia Legislative 
Women’s Caucus in 
the Senate Chambers.

“Mary Su’s 30 
years as a leader in education and civic 
and humanitarian affairs in the San Ga-
briel Valley exemplifies this year’s theme 
of ‘herstory-making actions,’” Senator 
Archuleta said. “She has made notable 
contributions in the political, educational 
and humanitarian arenas, which have ben-
efited the district and beyond.”

She is the founder of many non-prof-
it organizations, including the Chinese 
American Parents’ Association of Walnut 
Valley Unified School District.

Mary, who immigrated to the United 
States in 1982, was the first Asian woman 
elected to the Walnut City Council and 
the first Asian woman to serve as the 
city’s mayor.

MONTE CARLO and Soroptimist 
leaders (r-l)  Norma Williamson, Pres.; 
Sandy Fikse, Event Co-Chair; Susan 
Green, Event Co-Chair; and Mary Ann 
Tipton, President-Elect.

Mary Su

Senator Bob Archuleta Shows 
Support for Striking SEIU
Local 99 Members 

 
Norwalk, CA – Yesterday, Senator Bob 

Archuleta (D-Pico Rivera) offered words 
of encouragement and solidarity on the 
third day of the strike for workers demand-
ing better wages and working conditions 
from the LAUSD. Archuleta expressed 
his desire to see the strike end with living 
wages that are on par with the cost of living 
in Los Angeles County.

“Thousands of workers at SEIU 99, 
and teachers of LAUSD live and reside 
in the cities I represent in Senate District 
30. Indeed, many of my constituents not 
only attended LAUSD schools (as did I), 
but now serve as assistants, bus drivers and 
cafeteria workers and, in many cases, are 
currently living under the poverty level 
earning approximately $25,000 a year,” 
wrote Archuleta in a letter to Superinten-
dent. Alberto M. Carvalho.  “This poverty 
wage is unacceptable from the second larg-
est school district in the country.”
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#THEGARDENSCASINO
WWW.THEGARDENSCASINO.COM •  (562)  860-5887

11871 E.  CARSON ST.  HAWAIIAN GARDENS,  CA 90716
All participants must be 21 years of age or older and have valid ID. Hawaiian Gardens Casino reserves the right to cancel or 
modify promotions at any time and any game rules as approved in advance by the Bureau of Gambling Control. For more 

information, see a CSR.  
PROBLEM GAMBLING? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER (426-2537) GEGA 001477

AC ES  F U L L  O F  1 0 ’S  O R  B E T T E R ,  B E AT E N  BY  FO U R  O F  A  K I N D  O R  B E T T E R
B OT H  H O L E  CA R D S  M U ST  P L AY

F O R  A  L I M I T E D  T I M E

$ 4-8  LIMIT HOLD’EM
$ 4 0 -8 0,  $ 1 0 0 -2 0 0  &  $ 3 0 0 - 6 0 0 

NO LIMIT HOLD’EM    

$ 3 0 0 -8 0 0  &  U P
NO LIMIT HOLD’EM    

By Lukas Luna-Arellano 
and Christine Nader

A surefire way to test how much love 
a restaurant has accumulated is by experi-
encing the atmosphere for yourself.

Pop’s Cafe in Downey can honestly be 
hailed as one of the last remaining food 
spots in the city  that has a genuine connec-
tion between customer and staff.

Once you enter, you’re greeted by 
bright turquoise walls littered with every-
thing that makes you think the restaurant 
has been through a tour of America.

License plates, Coca Cola decals, 
speedway signs and posters are spaced out 
in an even fashion for the eyes to see.

The menu at Pop’s includes breakfast, 
lunch, a variety of omelettes, burgers and 
specialties.

My order consisted of a meat and 
cheese omelette, chocolate chip pancakes 
and four french toast wedges accompanied 
with scrambled eggs and sausage.

The pancakes were fluffy and the om-
elette had a pleasant crisp.

The scrambled egg and sausages were a 
nice change of taste for the palette and was 

even better with hot sauce.
Personal greetings arrive at each cus-

tomer’s disposal as Pop’s Cafe owner Alex 
Tsankov makes his way to the tables.

The cafe first opened in 1954 and the 
first California location was in Downey.

Pop’s Cafe has always garnered 
customers but business took off after 
Tsankov’s ownership.

During the interview, a regular greeted 
Tsankov as he was exiting the cafe.

Tsankov explained that the man had 
moved to Puerto Vallarta but had frequent-
ed the restaurant so much in the past 20 
years that he visits as much as he can.

“It’s not a place where people go and 
then they never repeat,” Tsankov says, 
“Here, everybody has been coming for de-
cades.”

Pop’s is looking forward to expand-
ing their menu and their business beyond 
Downey and the other location in Santa 
Ana.

Pop's is located in Rives Square at 
7840 Florence Ave in Downey. Open for 

breakfast and lunch everyday from 7 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., phone- (562) 927-0096.

Review: Pop’s Cafe - The Hidden Gem of DowneyDeadly Fungus C. auris Detected in Many U.S. States
Staff Report

A deadly fungus that is considered an 
urgent public health threat by the CDC 
spread at an “alarming rate” during the 
pandemic.

The fungus, called Candida auris, 
preys primarily on older people with 
weakened immune systems and is partic-
ularly dangerous because it resists treat-
ment by common antifungal medications. 
C. auris was first reported in the United 
States in 2016, showing up most notably 
in New York and Illinois, where public 
health officials hoped they could contain 
it by rigorous screening and infection con-
trol in long-term care facilities and nurs-
ing homes.

But over the course of 2021, state and 
local health departments around the coun-
try reported 1,474 cases, more than a 200 
percent increase over 476 cases in 2019.

The surge represents a “dramatic in-
crease” in case load and transmission 
of C. auris, according to a research pa-
per published Monday in the Annals of 
Medicine and compiled by researchers at 
the C.D.C. The fungus is now in half the 
states, many with just a handful of cases, 
but with higher concentrations in Califor-
nia, Nevada, Texas and Florida.

The new paper did not include casel-
oads from 2022. However, a C.D.C. web-
site that tracks the spread of the fungus 
shows that there were 2,377 infections 
reported last year, another sharp increase.

It is likely that the coronavirus pan-
demic worsened the spread of C. auris, 
C.D.C. officials said. With attention fo-
cused on Covid-19, less emphasis was put 
on screening for C. auris. Also, the fungus 
tends to cling to nursing gowns, gloves 
and other personal protective gear that, 
under ideal conditions, would be changed 

frequently but that were reused during 
pandemic because of supply shortages. C. 
auris can also attach to ventilators or other 
medical equipment.

C. auris is not a particular threat to 
young healthy people, whose immune 
systems can fight it off, but can be trans-
ported on skin and clothing. The fungus 
commonly strikes older patients, par-
ticularly those who have many visits or 
prolonged visits to health care facilities, 
where it can be hard to clean or eradicate.

More concerning to health officials is 
that 1.2 percent were resistant that year to 
a frontline treatment class of drugs called 
echinocandins. If resistance to echinocan-
dins becomes more common as the germ 
evolves, C. auris could become extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, to treat, health 
officials said.

Dr. Lyman also said that the news is 
not all bad. Intensive efforts to stop the 
spread of the germ in New York and Il-
linois appear to have been effective in 
containing C. auris within the health care 
systems in those states — even as the bug 
rooted elsewhere.“It’s not a hopeless situ-
ation,” Dr. Lyman said.

THE SURGE represents a “dramatic 
increase” in case load and transmission 
of C. auris, according to a research paper. THE BIG BREAKFAST at Pop's with eggs, sausage, pancakes and french toast.
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Sierra Homers Against Valley Christian    from back page
Olympic League rival Heritage Chris-
tian High 12-2 last Friday, made up a 
rained-out game with Whittier Christian 
High prior to the regularly scheduled 
Cerritos contest. V.C. won that game 
8-4 for the team’s third straight win. But 
three games in roughly 24 hours caught 
up to the Defenders.

Burton worked the first four innings, 
allowing second inning hits to senior 
first baseman Kenny Hoogerheide and 
Witt and a two-out single to center field-
er Austin Abrahams in the fourth. The 
only other runner to reach base off Bur-
ton was senior second baseman Evan 
Sawai, who earned a two-out walk. 
Gibbs and Sierra combined to throw 42 
pitches, allow two runners and strikeout 
four batters.

“I thought he mixed his pitches 
well,” said Blume of Burton. “I just 
think we couldn’t get any feel from 
him. We couldn’t get any idea; we were 
guessing up there. Their pitcher did a 
really good job.”

Like all other outdoor spring athletic 
teams, Cerritos and V.C. have had to 
navigate through the recent inclement 
weather to make up games or find open 
dates to reschedule rained out contests. 
Still, both teams have handled the ad-
versity to split their first 10 games. 

“It starts us off with everything,” 
said Masella of the days off because of 
the rain. “Our pitching staff now is on 
point where we can just continue to go 
in motion with what we’ve been doing. 
We don’t have to struggle because we 
wasted too many pitchers in this game. 
We’re still in a good place as far as the 
rotation goes. We actually had a really 

good practice on Friday leading up to 
this game today and I think that was the 
difference. We were able to get back 
onto the field after not being on the 
field for five days with the rain from last 
time.”

On top of that, Cerritos, which has 
won three straight 605 League titles 
made a coaching change in early Febru-
ary. It’s the third head coach in as many 
seasons for a program that has gone 66-
22 over the past four seasons. Blume 
replaced Matt Dahlenburg in November 
and becomes the 11th head coach since 
2002.

“With the coaching change, we came 
in and told our guys we have 10 games,” 
said Masella. “We’re going to act like 
it’s spring training and we’re going to 
implement a few new things. We kind of 
struggled with guys in different places, 
so we kind of moved around a couple 
of infielders and a couple of outfield-
ers, dropped a couple of guys, brought 
a couple of up [from junior varsity]. We 
took the first 10 games and this is game 
number 10 as spring training. 

“The chemistry has been there,” he 
continued. “But I think them kind of 
coming into their own with what po-
sitions that they’re playing and what 
their roles are going to be, they’re kind 
of embracing it and we’re rocking and 
rolling.”

“These guys are really passion-
ate, and they are very coachable,” said 
Blume. “There’s not a lot of quit in them. 
We’ve come behind in three games now 
and we almost beat Mira Costa when we 
were down.”

Cerritos was to have opened league 

play against Pioneer High this past 
Tuesday before completing the home 
and home with the Titans on the road 
on Friday. The Dons then are slated to 
visit Mayfair High on Saturday and go 
to Artesia High on Tuesday. 

V.C. was to have hosted Maranatha 
High this past Tuesday but planned to 
make it up on Mar. 24 before visiting 
the Minutemen on Friday for its last 
regular scheduled games until Apr. 4.

“No one likes to lose,” said Blume. 
“That’s the fact to the matter. I hope 
they take what they’ve learned in this 
game; that’s what we spoke about. You 
take what you learned, and you move 
forward.” 

he continued. “I didn’t think we did a 
good job of adjusting to the umpire and 
Quinones. It’s different than what we’ve 
kind of been playing.”

“Coming into this game, we just 
wanted to win,” said Alba. “I started off 
hot because it’s a doubleheader and most 
of the time in high school, doubleheaders 
are kind of hard to stay focused after you 
get a game break and come back and play 
another game after winning the first one.”

Alba was in control from the very 
beginning, surrendering a one-out single 
to Samuel Mojica in the top of the first, 
inducing Fabian Lopez into a groundout, 
then striking out four straight batters. He 
would yield a one-out single to Lopez in 
the fourth, a lead-off single to Michael 
Reyes in the fifth and a two-out infield 
knock to Lopez in the sixth. 

Only four runners reached base with 
none getting past second. On top of that, 

Alba threw first-pitch strikes 14 times 
and was ahead in the count 0-2 10 times. 
To cap off the great outing, sophomore 
center fielder Jake Curneen dove forward 
to take away a base hit from Matthew 
Garcia for the first out in the seventh.

“The big thing was jumping ahead; 
getting the first strike,” said Alba. “If you 
get that first strike, and then get ahead on 
the second strike, you have more success 
to win. That’s what we preach; getting 
ahead and staying ahead and just not let-
ting them put us in pressure. We put them 
in pressure and keep attacking.”

“That’s commitment to his work eth-
ic, honestly, and his commitment to his 
routines; to try to stay normal for him to 
come out here and to do that as much as 
possible,” said Perez.

But Quinones was holding his own 
early on, striking out 10 batters through 
the first four innings (15 batters), giving 
up three hits and walking one. No Gahr 
runner got to third until the fifth inning 
when freshman shortstop Andres Gonza-
lez doubled to center with two outs and 
came home on a triple from senior short-
stop Kyle Panganiban. In the next inning, 
Quinones walked senior pinch hitter 
Christian Johnson and with one out, sur-
rendered a double to senior first baseman 
Alahni Salcedo.

“He threw three pitches for strikes 
and he was able to stretch the plate off the 
plate,” said Perez of Quinones. “He was 
getting that call and had us off-balanced 
a little bit. About midway through the 
game, we started making adjustments. 
We took too long, but we did make it 
later.”

In the second game, Gahr struck early 
with a pair of runs in the bottom of the 
first as senior catcher Angel Cortez sin-
gled to right with one out and came home 
when Salcedo tripled down the left field 
line. Four pitches later, freshman desig-
nated hitter Bryce Morrison sent a ball to 
center, deep enough for Salcedo to come 
home. It seemed to be enough for senior 
pitcher Noah Andrunas, who went into 
the fifth inning, scattering three hits and 
striking out five.

But he led off the inning walking Ar-
mando Sanchez, then with one out, gave 
up a double to Damien Gonzalez before 
walking Reyes to load the bases. Two 
pitches later, Aaron Torres tied the game 
with a double before getting thrown out 
at third base.

Junior third baseman Jose Perez sin-
gled to begin the bottom half of the sixth 
and scored the game-winner with two 
outs on Alba’s single to left. The Gladi-
ators collected eight hits with Perez the 
lone recipient of two of them. 

“We’re very comfortable manufac-
turing runs and doing that kind of stuff,” 
said Perez. “But I kind of have a club 
that’s a little bit more physical this year. 
It’s a little bit unique, but I’m glad that 
we have some of the principles as far as 
being able to manufacture runs when you 

GAHR from back page

[See GAHR  page 11]
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“One thing we were really trying to 
stress with them, because they are such 
good hitters, was not getting anything 
down the middle; keeping it inside-out-
side,” said Machado of Manni’s pitch-
ing. “I think what didn’t help is if they 
got a good hit, and we [didn’t make a 
catch] we could have caught traditional-
ly, I think those were getting onto Mon-
ica, possibly. That’s what was weighing 
on her more so. I thought her pitching 
was pretty on today. But I think the men-
tal mistakes from the rest of the team 
just really hurt her confidence.”

Meanwhile, Valenzuela was enjoy-
ing her second straight strong perfor-
mance, giving up a hit, striking out eight 
and walking three through the first four 
innings. Twice, the Wildcats had a run-
ner get to third and both times, Valenzu-
ela ended the inning with a strikeout. The 
lone run came in the fifth when freshman 
catcher Olachi Anyama reached on an 
infield single, stole second and third and 
came home on an error.

“I’m working with her,” said Blanck. 
“She’s a junior, but she’s starting to ma-
ture and listen to me pitching-wise. A 
lot of other teams, first-pitch strike is 
not going to work. So, I want her to get 
ahead, but not ‘right down the middle 
get ahead’. And I need her to use her off 
speed a little bit more. She’s learning; 
she’s getting in the process. She’s a proj-
ect for me. I have all the faith in her.”

Just as Whitney has improved in 
Machado’s second season as head coach, 

Blanck is hoping to keep Artesia’s prog-
ress going in his third season. Blanck re-
placed former head coach Dayna Feen-
stra prior to the 2021 after she had taken 
the program to two playoff trips and in 
his first two seasons, Blanck has gone 
a combined 16-19 with a pair of third 
place finished in league and a pair of first 
round losses in the playoffs.

“A lot of work and a lot of trust in 
their coach,” said Blanck. “Finally, they 
started listening [and it’s] hard work. 
When we get to practice…they’re re-
ally maturing. Now, it’s only the first 
[league] game and I need them to mature 
more as a team. I need them to be there.”

Artesia is scheduled to visit Oxford 
Academy on Friday before hosting Cer-
ritos High on Tuesday in the first of a 
home and home series with the reigning 
league champions. Whitney, which was 
slated to host Oxford Academy this past 
Tuesday, is scheduled to host Cerritos 
on Friday and go to John Glenn High 
on Tuesday in the front end of a home 
and home series. The Wildcats also had 
a make-up game at Buena Park High 
on Mar. 23. This season figures to be a 
much tighter league race as all six teams 
in the circuit has a combined 37-9 record 
entering this past Monday.

“I’m really excited to play the oth-
er teams because Pioneer, John Glenn 
and Oxford [are] killing people left and 
right,” said Blanck. “Everybody is get-
ting close and close and I can’t wait to 
see the end of the year outcome.”

“I do think we are way better than we 
were last year,” said Machado. “I think 
we will have competitive games against 

more people in the 605 League. So yeah, 
I am hoping [the race] is more closer 
than it was last year.”

In other softball action, Cerritos 
made up a rained out game from last 
month at Redondo High and was edged 
8-7 to drop to 5-2 overall. The Dons 
were scheduled to host Pioneer High last 
Thursday and Glenn this past Tuesday 
but will hope to get their games with Ar-
tesia and Whitney in.

Gahr (7-4-1, 1-0 in the Gateway 
League) was slated to visit La Mirada 
High on Mar. 23 and will make-up a 
rained out game against Mayfair High 
on Monday before entertaining Downey 
High on Tuesday and facing Great Oak 
High on Wednesday in the opener of the 
Michelle Carew Classic.

Glenn, ranked eighth in Division 6 
with an overall record of 6-0-1, includ-
ing a league victory over Oxford Acad-
emy, has scored 77 runs while allowing 
just eight. The Eagles visited Pioneer on 
Mar. 23 and will go to Montebello High 
on Thursday.

La Mirada (6-5) had games at Cy-
press High and Warren rained out but 
after facing Gahr on Mar. 23, will face 
Chino High on Saturday and go to 
Mayfair on Tuesday while Norwalk 
High split a pair of games in the Santa 
Fe Tournament last Saturday, edging 
Downey 7-6 before falling to San Dimas 
High 3-2. At 6-5 overall, the Lancers 
were slated to visit Paramount on Mar. 
23 in the Mid-Cities League opener, go 
to Bellflower High on Tuesday and host 
Dominguez on Thursday.

Valley Christian High, which had 

not played in two weeks, fell to Mayfair 
12-4 last Friday to even its record at 2-2. 
The Defenders went to Maranatha High 
on Mar. 23 and will host the Minutemen 
on Monday in a make-up from this past 
Tuesday’s rained out encounter.

BASEBALL
Artesia (2-6) is scheduled to host 

Maywood CES out of the CIF-Los An-
geles City Section on Friday and go to 
Buena Park on Saturday before host-
ing Cerritos on Tuesday and making 
up a rained out game from this past 
Wednesday against St. Anthony High 
on Wednesday.

Glenn (2-3) will visit Oxford Acad-
emy on Friday and make up a rained out 
game against Firebaugh High on Mon-
day while La Mirada, just on the out-
skirts of the Division 1 top 10, improved 
to 8-2 following a 9-4 win over Douglas 
High out of Nevada in the first round of 
the Lions Tournament. The Matadores 
will face El Modena High on Saturday in 
the final game of the Loara Tournament.

Norwalk has been on fire all season 
and is in complete control of the Mid-
Cities League. The Lancers shutout 
Paramount High 3-0 this past Monday to 
improve to 10-2 overall and undefeated 
in six league games. Norwalk is ranked 
10th in Division 6 and has shutouts in its 
last three games, four out of its last five 
and five out of its last seven. The Lanc-
ers were scheduled to host Paramount 
this past Wednesday and will welcome 
Dominguez High on Friday, face La Sal-
le on Saturday and go to Dominguez on 
Wednesday.

need to.”
Junior A.J. Gonzalez replaced Andru-

nas and worked out of a two-out, bases 
loaded jam in the sixth when he struck 
out Michael Medina, who struck out five 
times in the two games. Then in the sev-
enth, and with Reyes at first with a one-
out single, Gonzalez got Torres to fly out 
to center and struck out Angel Garcia, 
who never put the ball in play in his four 
at-bats.

The Gladiators have now won 10 of 
the past 11 meetings with the Vikings, 
15 of the last 17 and last season, swept 
Downey by identical 2-1 scores. Downey 
is the first opponent for Gahr not situated 
in Division 1 or Division 2.

“They’re a good club,” said Alba. 
“No matter who people think is better, 
it’s going to be a close game every single 
time. They come out there and compete 
no matter what. Obviously, they did to-
day. They stuck around with us the whole 
seven innings.”

Gahr was to have hosted Bellflower 
High this past Tuesday but instead will 
host the Buccaneers in another league 
doubleheader on Friday. On Saturday, 
Gahr is expected to travel to Foothill 
High and was to have visited its tough-
est league challenge in La Mirada High 
on Tuesday. However, that game and 
an originally scheduled Mar. 30 contest 
have since been moved to Apr. 25 and 
Apr. 26, a day before their regularly 
scheduled meeting. Those three games 
will take place on the last week of the 
regular season. 

“I think everyone has experienced it,” 
said Perez of the recent storms. “Actu-
ally, if you take a look at most of the top-
ranked schools, they’ve all had losses. 
I think it’s just real tough to find your 
rhythm; your consistency. This game 
is tough enough to be consistent at, let 

alone trying to find consistency when 
you don’t practice. But, at the same 
time, I don’t want to take anything away 
from what Jaden did. I don’t care who he 
would have faced today, I think he lived 
up to the promise.”

“It’s been kind of tough,” said Alba. 
“Obviously, it’s last minute trying to fig-
ure out when you’re pitching. But, it’s al-
ways just trying to stay locked in, coming 
to practice, getting your throwing done, 
planning on bullpens and playing as fast 
as possible in the week.”

GAHR from page 10

NEWS AND NOTES    from back page

Street Closures For Run Seal 
Beach 5K/10K Saturday Mar. 25
From 4 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Marina Bridge — affecting both direc-
tions.
Marina Drive — from Electric to 1st St.
1st Street — from Seal Beach Shores (mo-
bile home park) to Marina Drive.
From 7 a.m. to 10 a.m." 
1st Street — from Marina Drive to Ocean
Ocean Avenue — from 1st Street to 7th
Ocean Avenue — from 7th Street to Elec-

tric & Landing.
Seal Beach Blvd. — from Electric to PCH.
From 8 a.m. 8:30 a.m., the intersection of 
PCH and Seal Beach Blvd. to be closed.
Seal Beach Blvd. — from PCH to West-
minster Blvd. — one lane of southbound 
traffic will be closed. Other lanes will be 
open to through traffic.
Electric Avenue — northbound side from 
Seal Beach Blvd. to Marina Drive.
Westminster Blvd. — from Seal Beach 
Blvd. to River Trail Input — one lane of 
eastbound traffic will be closed but open 
to through traffic in other lanes.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 1-855-
667-0380 (Cal-SCAN) 
Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 1-877-
538-9554 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
Cali  (Cal-SCAN) 
Prepare for power outages today with a 
GENERAC home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote -Call now 
before the next power outage: 1-844-439-
5645 (SCAN)
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)
AUTOS WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS  Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not - 24 Hour Response - 
Maximum Tax Donation – Help Find Missing 
Kids! Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)
Donating your vehicle? Get more! Free 
Towing. Tax Deductible. Plus a $200 
restaurant voucher and a 2-night/3-day hotel 
stay at one of 50 locations. Call Heritage for 
the Blind to donate your vehicle today. CALL 
1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)
CABLE/SATELLITE TV
Get DIRECTV for $64.99/mo for 12 months 

with CHOICE Package. Save an additional 
$120 over 1st year. First 3 months of HBO 
Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and 
Epix included! Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-888-641-5762 (Cal-
SCAN)
 
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 24 to 48 
months. No upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Relief 1-888-231-
4274. (Cal-SCAN)
INSURANCE
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances companies. 
Get a quote within minutes. Average savings 
of $444/year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)
INTERNET 
FREE high speed internet for those that 
qualify. Government program for recipients 
of select programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-855-480-0769 (Cal-SCAN)
MISCELLANEOUS
Switch and save up to $250/year on your 
talk, text and data. No contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. Limited 
time offer get $50 off on any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. For more information, call 
1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)
REAL ESTATE LOANS
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for business 

purpose Real Estate loans. Credit unimportant. 
V.I.P. Trust Deed Company www.viploan.
com Call 1-818-248-0000. Broker-principal 
DRE 01041073. No consumer loans. (Cal-
SCAN)
EAST TEXAS LAND TRACTS
47 acres for $259,900.
80 acres for $379,900.
145 acres for $779,900.
152 acres for $809,900.
290 acres for $1,449,900.
Timber AG Exempt/ W trees.
Financing available/ No restrictions.
Call David at 1-512-596-9662.
(Cal-SCAN)
WANTED TO BUY
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-844-910-1960. 
(Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-generated 
content is so valuable it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, tweeted, discussed, 
posted, copied, edited, and emailed countless 
times throughout the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Advertising.  For 
a free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com  (Cal-SCAN)
The difference in winning and losing market 
share is how businesses use their advertising 
dollars. CNPA’s Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million of the state’s 
readers who are an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable marketing 
solution. For more info call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

For More Information: 507.217.1326 or BobsBaseballTours.com

Tours include deluxe motor coach transportation, additional sightseeing opportunities and quality game tickets/hotels.

DC Cherry Blossom Tour
                    Mar. 31 - Apr. 4, 2023

Home games for Washington Nationals, 
Yankees and Red Sox. Includes 4-hour tour 
of DC and 3-hour tour of Boston.Tour begins 
in DC and ends in Boston.

u

BASEBALLBob’s Tours

            East Coast Tour
                     Aug. 18 - Aug. 27, 2023

Home games for Washington Nationals, 
Orioles, Phillies, New York (Yankees/Mets) 
and Red Sox. Guided tour of Manhattan, 
DC/Philadelphia, and Baltimore. Also 
includes Little League World Series in PA. 
Tour begins in DC and ends in Boston.

u

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour. 
Includes All Meals,  
All Hotels, and All Activities.

Hike in jungle rainforests, view 
volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise 
biological reserves and relax on tropical 
ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers.

1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor

File and Publish 
Your DBA With US!

Quick and easy, 
completely online.

Go to loscerritosnews.net 
click on

Publish DBA
Questions? sales@cerritosnews.net

Classified Listings

ADVERTISE HERE TO 100,000 READERS FOR ONLY $20 PER WEEK 
PRICE INCLUDES FREE LISTING ON OUR WEBSITE, OVER 60,000 VISITORS EVERY MONTH

CALL 562.407.3873 or email SALES@CERRITOSNEWS.NET

 A/C HEATING

Catherine 
Grant Wieder

Probate, Wills, Living 
Trusts, Special Needs 

Trusts, Powers of 
Attorney & 

Advance Directives.

562-404-4039

 ATTORNEY

562.567.2050

 MORTGAGE

562-533-5600
www.CenturionMF.com

CA DRE 01443787, NMLS 206457

DeAnna Allensworth
 Broker - Advisor
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 REFUSE SERVICES

 ATTORNEY

  562-818-5001

 Family Owned & Operated - VigilAirAndHeat.com
Cerritos business

since 2005!

Lic #864284

Quality work at fair rates,call us for your free estimate.

Central Heating & Air Conditioning 
Ductless Mini Split Systems Install 

Check us out 
on Yelp!

SPECIALIZING IN

CEMETERY

ADVERTISE

Keeping It Flowing For You!

PETE’S PLUMBING

We offer a wide range of plumbing services from emergency plumbing to 
commercial plumbing services, our master plumbers are ready 

to handle all jobs large or small at any time during the day or night. 

Over 30 years in business!

800-21-4PETES or 562-599-0106800-21-4PETES or 562-599-0106
3099 E. Pacific Coast Highway • Long Beach 
petes-plumbing.com • info@petes-plumbing.com

petesplumbingca
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 
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Keeping It Flowing For You!

Pete’s
PLUMBING

Over 25 Years of Quality Service
Family Owned & Operated

• Fast & Friendly Crew 
• Same Day Service

• Free Estimates
• All Types of Repair

CALL  FOR INFORMATION

800-21-4PETES OR
562-599-0106
3099 E. Pacific Coast Highway 

LONG BEACH
MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Bonded & Insured • California Contractors Lic. #458625BEFORE AFTER

WE USE

EQUIPMENT

BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:
R Increased water pressure
R No more rusty or discolored water
R Being able to use more than one faucet at a time
R No more leaky pipes
R No scalding in the shower when someone turns on a faucet
R Greater peace of mind
R Positive selling point for your property

WITH THIS AD!

$5OFF

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
(562) 924-2565 • (714) 527-5300

20014 State Road, CERRITOS

SEWER & DRAIN CLEAN-OUTS • FAUCETS • VIDEO SEWER INSPECTION • GAS LINES

SEWER LOCATION •  WALL & FLOOR HEATERS •  CIRCULATING PUMPS
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BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.
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ADVERTISE TO OVER 100,000 READERS EVERY WEEK
FREE INTERNET LISTING TOO!

CALL 562.407.3873 
EMAIL - SALES@CERRITOSNEWS.NET
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 PLUMBING

DIRECTORY

LOCAL SERVICE DIRECTORY-SHOP LOCAL!

Call (888) 336-6100
athensservices.com • Email: cs@athensservices.com

SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
Proudly serving the city of Cerritos

GOT TRASH? RENT ME!
• Up to 7-day rental
• Next day delivery
• Approximately 350lb. weight capacity
• Ideal for general cleanup projects 
• Extra empties may be ordered for an     
  additional fee.



 13Online at  loscerritosnews.netMARCH 24, 2023 To advertise call 562-407-3873

WETLANDS  from page 1

their students' mental health. 
"I would implore the cabinet and 

board members to reconsider its choices 
with the input of key partners and not ask 
us as an afterthought or simply to check a 
box," said Brittany Gooden. 

Current students at Cerritos High 
School also urged the ABCUSD board 
to reconsider their decision because of 
how Walker made a positive difference 
in their life. It was said multiple times 
that Walker knew students by name, wel-
comed disabled students to his school 
and was there to support students at 
many events outside of school.

Holly Matchett, a teacher at Cerri-
tos High School, spent over the allotted 
time for her public comment. Matchett 
questioned the motives of the ABCUSD 
board while making involuntary changes 
- specifically interim Nguyen. 

"Stop gaslighting us," Matchett said 
to the board. "Our stakeholder staff, stu-
dents, parent and community were never 
asked about whether we felt Mr. Walker 
was unfit to be our principal. We were 
not consulted." 

Students who currently attend Cer-
ritos High School, including two with 
disabilities, had publicly commented on 
how their mental health was affected by 
the changes of administration. By replac-
ing counselors students have formed 
deep connections with, students are be-
ing emotionally affected, according to 
the crowd. 

"What makes this specific interim 
superintendent qualified to make such 
detrimental decisions for our district…
without communicating with the schools 
beforehand?" said Abigail Cordero, a 
sophomore student. "Students are so up-
set by these changes that we can't focus 
on our education."

Parents of the crowd criticized the 
lack of transparency and communication 
from the ABCUSD board. Many staff 
and parents of special needs students 
praised Walker's welcoming to Cerritos 
High School. 

President Brad Beach then called for 
a break, but Trustee Soo Yoo, violating 
several parliamentary rules and apparent-
ly unaware she was exposing ABCUSD 
to litigation, demanded everyone wait 
"because I want to say something."

Her speech sounded more like she 
was campaigning while throwing Interim 
Superintendent Toan Nguyen under the 
bus.

"I would like to applaud the greatest 
spirit of the Cerritos family, Mr. Walker 
was obviously well-loved."

Watching the video, at that point, 
Trustee Chris Apodaca, who was next to 
Ms. Yoo, could be seen shaking his head, 
looking at and waiting for President 

Beach or Clerk Ernie Nishii to gavel out 
Yoo; but both did nothing.

"We have been through a lot, espe-
cially last year when I was president. Dr. 
[Mary] Sieu, who was superintendent of 
the year, transitioned out. Interim Super-
intendent Nguyen did go through a lot, 
picking up extra work. We heard you 
all, and we will consider everything very 
carefully. Please, we are not dismissing 
you; thank you very much for coming out 
and supporting your principal."

The board then adjourned for its 
break.

In regards to the Whitney High 
School bomb threat that happened on 
March 16, vice president Sophia Tse in-
sisted that every school have a compre-
hensive school safety plan. Emergency 
protocols are going to be rechecked by 
Nguyen to ensure they're up to date.

ABC  from page 1

tive restoration site of the wetlands, lies 
between San Gabriel River and Hanes 
Cooling channel. The habitat restoration 
takes place in about 10 acres of land, to 
which native species are planted, trash is 
removed, and asphalt is removed. 

“Out of the 550 acres, [Zedler Marsh] 
is the only active restoration site in the 
whole Los Cerritos Wetlands Complex. 
It’s only about 10 acres,” Gavriel said. 
“We’ve been out here since about 2009 
and we’ve been actively restoring or 
making this place better to our best abil-
ity by planting native plants, taking out 
some of this asphalt which used to be 
roads and making a lot of different places 
for different kinds of endangered species 
such as the Belding Savannah Sparrow.” 

Aiming toward a self-sustaining en-
vironment, Tidal Influence works to re-
store the land and reverse the negative 
impact of human development through 
group volunteer events like the habitat 
restoration. Each habitat restoration at 

the Los Cerritos Wetlands contains dif-
ferent tasks based on the time of the year, 
specifically based on the native wildlife.  

“Because it’s such degraded condi-
tions, they need help to get established. 
But once they’re established, then we ac-
tually take off some of our help and ween 
them off some of the watering schedul-
ing and once they get their microbes and 
soil ecology and everything like that, 
they thrive out here,” Gavriel said. 

Ecologists that led the habitat restora-
tion served as educational forces as they 
provided infographics about the envi-
ronment, spoke about the impact of oil 
harvesting and human development and 
informed volunteers about respecting the 
land as it is sacred to the Tong-va/Gabri-
elino tribe. 

“We are in a sacred land,” Bahrami 
said. “We’ve hurt a lot of it but it’s still 
biodiverse and beneficial to all of us.”

“With restoration, the plan is not al-
ways to be constantly working, restor-
ing, but to finally have a place come to a 
point where it’s resilient and sustainable 

all on its own and that is the goal for all 
of the Los Cerritos wetlands,” Brahrami 
said. “Not only that but to have it one day 
be fully resilient and sustainable on its 
own, but also make it more publicly ac-
cessible.” 

Daniella Gavriel works for Tidal In-
fluence Associate as a restoration coordi-
nator;  TI is a small ecological consulting 
firm in Long Beach 

“Because of human development 
there’s just this little gem left. There used 
to be lots of wetlands along the coast of 
California. There’s not too many left but 
there are some like this which are really 
important places” 

Wetlands have a lot of ecosystem 
benefits meaning they have a lot of dif-
ferent benefits for the people and for the 
habitats themselves. 

They provide benefits such as pre-
venting storm erosion. The plants in the 
wetlands take up that water and filter it as 
it goes back down into the ground

"Weve been out here since about 
2009," said Gavriel, "and weve been ac-

tively restoring or making this place bet-
ter to our best ability by planting native 
plants taking out some of this asphalt 
which used to be roads and making a lot 
of different places for different kinds of 
endangered species.

“With restoration, the plan is not al-
ways to be constantly working, restoring, 
but to finally have a place come to a point 
where it’s resilient and sustainable all on 
its own and that is the goal for all of the 
Los Cerritos wetlands. Not only that but 
to have it one day be fully resilient and 
sustainable on its own, but also make it 
more publicly accessible.” 

Trails at the Los Cerritos Wetlands 
are open to the public on Fridays and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., includ-
ing events like guided hikes and other 
volunteer-based restoration events.

More information about volunteering 
in the habitat restoration can be found 
at Tidal Inflence’s website, http://www.
tidalinfluence.com or by emailing iwant-
tohelp@Tidalinuence.com.



14 To advertise call 562-407-3873Online at  loscerritosnews.net MARCH 24, 2023

News When 
You Want It

HEWS MEDIA GROUP

Winner of Eight L.A. Press Club Awards 2012-2015

Extra Space Storage will hold a public auction to sell personal property described below belonging to 
those individuals listed below at location indicated: 17701 Ibbetson Ave, Bellflower CA, 90706 on 
04/11/2023 at 12:30 PM
Petrina King- Washer dryer boxes bins full bed set Glen Sutherland- Household items
The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases must be made 
with cash only and paid at the above referenced facility in order to complete the transaction. Extra 
Space Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until the winning bidder takes 
possession of the personal property.

Published at LCCN on 03/24/2023 and 03/31/2023

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE TS No. CA-22-943342-BF Order No.: 220495665-CA-VOI YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED 7/19/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF 
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. A 
public auction sale to the highest bidder for cash, cashier's check drawn on a state or national bank, check drawn by state or federal credit union, 
or a check drawn by a state or federal savings and loan association, or savings association, or savings bank specified in Section 5102 to the 
Financial Code and authorized to do business in this state, will be held by duly appointed trustee. The sale will be made, but without covenant 
or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by 
the Deed of Trust, with interest and late charges thereon, as provided in the note(s), advances, under the terms of the Deed of Trust, interest 
thereon, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee for the total amount (at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale) reasonably 
estimated to be set forth below. The amount may be greater on the day of sale. BENEFICIARY MAY ELECT TO BID LESS THAN THE TO-
TAL AMOUNT DUE. Trustor(s): WANDA L SANDER, A SINGLE WOMAN, AND CINDY BUSTILLOS, A SINGLE WOMAN, AS JOINT 
TENANTS Recorded: 8/4/2006 as Instrument No. 06 1731344 and modified as per Modification Agreement recorded 3/7/2014 as Instrument 
No. 20140236155 of Official Records in the office of the Recorder of LOS ANGELES County, California; Date of Sale: 4/20/2023 at 9:00 AM 
Place of Sale: At the Doubletree Hotel Los Angeles-Norwalk, 13111 Sycamore Drive, Norwalk, CA 90650, in the Vineyard Ballroom Amount 
of unpaid balance and other charges: $284,979.75 The purported property address is: 13938 DILWORTH STREET, LA MIRADA, CA 90638-
2823 Assessor's Parcel No.: 8059-009-014 NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you 
should understand that there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing 
the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that 
the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all 
liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, 
priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder's office or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender 
may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil 
Code. The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not 
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale 
of this property, you may call 800-280-2832 for information regarding the trustee's sale or visit this internet website http://www.qualityloan.
com, using the file number assigned to this foreclosure by the Trustee: CA-22-943342-BF. Information about postponements that are very short 
in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the internet 
website. The best way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to 
purchase this property after the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an "eligible tenant buyer," 
you can purchase the property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an "eligible bidder," you may be 
able to purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising this right 
of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call 800-280-2832, or visit this internet website http://www.qualityloan.
com, using the file number assigned to this foreclosure by the Trustee: CA-22-943342-BF to find the date on which the trustee's sale was held, 
the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of intent to place a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee's sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 
days after the trustee's sale. If you think you may qualify as an "eligible tenant buyer" or "eligible bidder," you should consider contacting an 
attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase. NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE 
OWNER-OCCUPANT: Any prospective owner-occupant as defined in Section 2924m of the California Civil Code who is the last and highest 
bidder at the trustee's sale shall provide the required affidavit or declaration of eligibility to the auctioneer at the trustee's sale or shall have it 
delivered to QUALITY LOAN SERVICE CORPORATION by 5 p.m. on the next business day following the trustee's sale at the address set 
forth in the below signature block. The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the property address or other com-
mon designation, if any, shown herein. If no street address or other common designation is shown, directions to the location of the property may 
be obtained by sending a written request to the beneficiary within 10 days of the date of first publication of this Notice of Sale. If the sale is set 
aside for any reason, including if the Trustee is unable to convey title, the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to a return of the monies 
paid to the Trustee. This shall be the Purchaser's sole and exclusive remedy. The purchaser shall have no further recourse against the Trustor, 
the Trustee, the Beneficiary, the Beneficiary's Agent, or the Beneficiary's Attorney. If you have previously been discharged through bankruptcy, 
you may have been released of personal liability for this loan in which case this letter is intended to exercise the note holders right's against 
the real property only. Date: QUALITY LOAN SERVICE CORPORATION 2763 Camino Del Rio S San Diego, CA 92108 619-645-7711 
For NON SALE information only Sale Line: 800-280-2832 Or Login to: http://www.qualityloan.com Reinstatement Line: (866) 645-7711 Ext 
5318 QUALITY LOAN SERVICE CORPORATION . TS No.: CA-22-943342-BF IDSPub #0184595 3/24/2023 3/31/2023 4/7/2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF PICO RIVERA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIODS

FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2023-2024 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN & 
2020-2025 CONSOLIDATED PLAN SUBSTANTIAL AMENDMENT NO. 1

Hearing Date: Tuesday, April 25, 2023
Time:  6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard
Place:  Members of the public wishing to observe the meeting may do so in one of  
  the following ways:

(1) Turn your TV to Channel 3;
(2) City’s website at https://bit.ly/picorivera-ctv3live
(3) Email public comments to publiccomments@pico-rivera.org prior to 
4:00 p.m. on   the day of the meeting
(4) Attend the Public Hearing in person

Description: The City of Pico Rivera (City) hereby notifies the general public of a public hearing on 
April 25, 2023, to receive public comment for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023-2024 Annual Action Plan 
and Substantial Amendment No. 1 to the 2020-2025 Consolidated Plan. The City is an entitlement 
community and is expected to receive federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in FY 2023-2024 
(July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024). 

As an entitlement jurisdiction, the City is required to prepare and submit to HUD an Annual Action 
Plan that generally describes how the City will utilize federal money during the next fiscal year to 
meet the goals and objectives approved by the City Council in the Five-Year Consolidated Plan. The 
Five-Year Consolidated Plan is a five-year plan detailing the priorities and needs of the community 
for the use of CDBG and HOME funds. The Consolidated Plan amendment will realign its goals with 
current City priorities by including a goal to address Neighborhood Preservation.

Proposed Amendment to the 2020-2025 Consolidated Plan will add a goal as noted below:
 •   Economic Development – Business Assistance

FY 2023-2024 CDBG Annual Action Plan
For FY 2023-2024, the City expects to receive approximately $559,364 in CDBG funds. Additionally, 
the City has approximately $102,013 in unspent funds available for programming. The total available 
funds for programming as part of the FY 23-24 Annual Action Plan is $661,377. 

Priority Funding for CDBG activities are given to activities that:
•   Provide decent affordable housing
•   Maintain and promote neighborhood preservation
•   Affirmatively further fair housing choice for all
•   Provide public services for extremely low, low- and moderate-income residents
•   Construct or upgrade public facilities and infrastructure
•   Planning and administration

Members of the public wishing to make public comments may do so via email to the City Clerk at 
publiccomments@pico-rivera.org or to the CDBG Coordinator at alfonso.rodriguez@pico-rivera.
org.

Availability of Documents for Public Comment: The City of Pico Rivera encourages citizen 
participation in the planning process. The 30-day public review period for the FY 2023-2024 runs 
from Friday, March 24, 2023, through Tuesday, April 25, 2023. A copy of the draft Annual Action 
Plan will be made available for public review on the City of Pico Rivera’s website, https://www.
pico-rivera.org/index.php/housing-services-division/ 

For more information, call Alfonso Rodriguez, CDBG Coordinator, Community & Economic 
Development Department at (562) 801-4025 or via e-mail at alfonso.rodriguez@pico-rivera.org

PERSONS INTERESTED IN THIS MATTER are invited to provide comments prior to the 
hearing via the email provided above.  If you challenge the above referenced materials in court, you 
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described 
in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Pico Rivera City Clerk at, or prior 
to, the public hearing.

Published:  March 24, 2023
  Los Cerritos Newspaper

********************************************************************************
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Pico Rivera is committed 
to providing reasonable accommodations for a person with a disability.  Please contact Anna Jerome 
at (562) 801-4389 if special program accommodations are necessary and/or if program information 
is needed in an alternative format.  Special requests must be made in a reasonable amount of time in 
order that accommodations can be arranged.

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 3/24/23

CITY OF PICO RIVERA PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY 

COUNCIL FOR THE APPROVAL OF ZONE CODE AMENDMENT NO. 193

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held before the City of Pico Rivera 
Planning Commission to consider a recommendation to the City Council for the approval Zone Code 
Amendment No. 193 updating sections to Title 5, Business License and Regulations and Title 18, 
Zoning, of the Pico Rivera Municipal Code.

WHEN:  Monday, April 3, 2023

TIME:  6:00 P.M.

WHERE:     City Hall Council Chambers
  6615 Passons Boulevard Pico Rivera, CA 90660

In accordance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), to the extent 
that the actions constitute a project, there is no possibility that the project will have a significant 
effect on the environmental and as a result, no further CEQA review is necessary. This determination 
is in accordance with Section 15061 (b) (3) of the CEQA Guidelines that states , a project is exempt 
from CEQA where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question 
may have a significant effect on the environment.

Certain Provisions of the Brown Act are temporarily waived pursuant to Governor Newsom’s 
Executive Order N-25-20, N-29-20 and AB 361. PERSONS INTERESTED IN THIS MATTER 
wishing to observe the meeting may do so in the following ways:

(1) Turn your TV to Channel 3;
(2) City’s website at https://bit.ly/picorivera-ctv3live .
(3) Email public comments to juliagonzalez@pico-rivera.org prior to 4:00 p.m. on the day of  
 the meeting;
(4) Attend the Public Hearing in person

Copies of all relevant material including project specifications are available to the public for review 
in the Community & Economic Development Department at City Hall, 6615 Passons Boulevard, Pico 
Rivera, California. Please contact Julia Gonzalez, Deputy Director at 562-801-4447 for additional 
questions.

If you challenge the consideration or adoption of the proposed applications in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this 
notice, or written correspondence delivered to the City of Pico Rivera City Clerk at, or prior to, the 
public hearing.
******************************************************************************
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Pico Rivera is committed 
to providing reasonable accommodations for a person with a disability. Please contact Anna M. 
Jerome at (562) 801-4389 if special program accommodations are necessary and/or if program 
information is needed in an alternative format. Special requests must be made in a reasonable amount 
of time in order that accommodations can be arranged.

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 3/24/23

to attend the Detransition Awareness 
Rally on the steps of the state capital to-
day; great to see my friends Peter Kuo 
and Soo Yoo at the rally as well.

A check of Elness' page shows he is 
a Trump-supporting conspiracy theorist 
recently posting the bizarre meme that 
George Soros is behind New York D.A. 
Alvin Bragg's actions against Trump.

Elness continued about the rally, "it 
was very informative and frankly heart-
wrenching to hear the first-hand stories 
of adults who were coerced as children 
to have life-altering surgeries. 

The long-term psychological trau-
ma and physiological complications to 
these vulnerable children was heart-
breaking."

Federal guidelines call for thorough 
psychological assessments to confirm 
gender dysphoria — distress over gen-
der identity that doesn't match a per-
son's assigned sex — before starting 
any treatment; children are not forced 
to transition.

That treatment typically begins with 
puberty-blocking medication to tempo-
rarily pause sexual development, giving 
youngsters time to mature enough men-
tally and emotionally to make informed 
decisions about whether to pursue per-
manent treatment.

SOO YOO from page 1

@cerritosnews
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Proof of Publication of
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT File Number 2023042583 THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING BUSINESS 
AS: JX DESIGN 28358 CONSTELLATION ROAD UNIT 600, VALENCIA CA 91355, LOS ANGELES COUNTY, ORGANIZATION 
NUMBER 202104810539. Registered Owner: LOONUM LLC, 28358 CONSTELLATION ROAD UNIT 600, VALENCIA CA 91355, 
INCORPORATED IN CALIFORNIA.  THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED BY AN LLC. The date registrant started to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names listed above: 1/2023. I declare that all the information in this statement is true and correct. (A 
registrant who declares as true any material matter pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business and Professions Code that the registrant knows 
to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000). /S/KULAKA D. PERERA , CEO. 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles on 2/27/23. In accordance with Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious 
Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the date on which it was filed in the of notice of the County Clerk, except, 
as provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to 
Section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of a registered owner. A new Fictitious Business Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business Name Statement must be accompanied by the affidavit of identity 
form. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights 
of another under Federal, State or Common Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business and Professions Code). LCCN 3/24, 3/31, 4/7 AND 
4/14/23

CITY OF BELLFLOWER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT CASE NO. CU 22-01 AND DEVELOPMENT 
REVIEW CASE NO. DR 23-14050

 TAKE NOTICE that the Bellflower Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, April 3, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers located at 16600 Civic Center Drive, 
Bellflower, CA 90706 to consider a Conditional Use Permit (“CUP”) and a Development Review 
(“DR”) for the property located at 17640-17648 Bellflower Boulevard within the (“DFD”) Design 
for Development for the South Bellflower Commercial Area.  The CUP is to allow for: (1) a “pick-up 
only” drive-through component for a new restaurant to be located within a proposed multi-tenant 
commercial building, and (2) an ancillary on-site alcohol sales for a food hall located within an 
existing 6,820-square foot tenant space.  In addition, the DR is to allow for the construction of a new 
7,274-square foot, multi-tenant commercial building.

Pursuant to the authority and criteria of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
an environmental assessment was conducted for this project. This Project is determined to be 
Categorically Exempt as a Class 32 (in-fill development project) that is consistent with the applicable 
general plan designation, general plan policies, as well as with the applicable zoning designation and 
regulations (Section 15332). .  The project site is less than five acres, surrounded by urban uses and 
has no value as habitat for endangered, rare or threatened species. The Project would not result in 
significant effects related to traffic, noise, air quality, or water quality and it can be adequately served 
by all required utilities and public services. Furthermore, it can be seen with certainty that no special 
circumstances exist that would create a reasonable possibility that the proposed Project will have a 
significant adverse effect on the environment. 
 
The City of Bellflower invites members of the public to review and comment on this item. Copies 
of the staff report and supporting documents regarding this matter may be inspected by the public 
on the City’s website at www.bellflower.org, or by appointment in the Planning Division’s Office at 
Bellflower City Hall, 16600 Civic Center Drive, Bellflower, California; telephone number (562) 804-
1424, extension 2011. All written comments concerning this may be submitted to Eliana Muñoz at 
16600 Civic Center Drive, Bellflower, CA 90706; or by email at emunoz@bellflower.org.

If you wish to challenge this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City at or before the Public Hearing.

ELIZABETH C. OBA
 DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES 

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 3/24/23

 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
SHIRLEY YOSHIE NAMBU
CASE NO. 23STPB02431
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
SHIRLEY YOSHIE NAMBU.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by VANETTA NINA MOSBY AND TIM M. NAMBU in the Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that VANETTA NINA MOSBY AND TIM M. NAMBU be appointed as personal representative 
to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act with limited authority. (This 
authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 04/21/23 at 8:30AM in Dept. 79 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGE-
LES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JENNIFER N. SAWDAY - SBN 228320
MEGAN A. MOGHTADERI - SBN 312998
TREDWAY, LUMSDAINE & DOYLE, LLP
3900 KILROY AIRPORT WAY, STE 240
LONG BEACH CA 90806
BSC 223009
3/17, 3/24, 3/31/23
CNS-3678534#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ES-TATE OF HUGH C. VILLEGAS
Case No. 23STPB02361
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be inter-ested in the will or estate, or 
both, of HUGH C. VIL-LEGAS
 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by Mejchahl Louise Blackburn in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES.
 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that Mejchahl Louise Blackburn be appointed as per-sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
 THE PETITION requests the decedent's lost will and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. Copies of the lost will and any 
codicils are available for examination in the file kept by the court.
 THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtain-ing court approval. Before taking certain very im-portant actions, 
however, the personal representa-tive will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or con-sented to the 
proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
 A HEARING on the petition will be held on April 17, 2023 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 67 located at 111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, 
CA 90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy 
to the personal rep-resentative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
 Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in Cali-fornia law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as pro-vided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
PAUL HORN ESQ
SBN 243227
PAUL HORN LAW GROUP PC
11404 SOUTH STREET
CERRITOS CA 90703
CN994903 VILLEGAS Mar 17,24,31, 2023

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE AND OF INTENTION TO TRANSFER ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE(S)
(UCC Sec. 6105 et seq. and B & P Sec. 24073 et seq.)
Escrow No. 12029-JH
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk sale of assets and a transfer of alcoholic beverage license(s) is about to be made. The name(s) and 
business address(es) of the Seller(s)/Licensee(s) are: M.D. TOFU, INC., 17631 PIONEER BOULEVARD, ARTESIA, CA 90701
Doing Business as: MYUNGDONG TOFU HOUSE
All other business names(s) and address(es) used by the Seller(s)/Licensee(s) within the past three years, as stated by the seller(s)/licensee(s), 
is/are: BUNKER 21
The name(s) and address of the buyer(s)/applicant(s) is/are: NFAH INC, 1500 HICKORY AVENUE, APT 209, TORRANCE, CA 90503
The assets being sold are generally described as: EQUIPMENT, FIXTURES AND FURNITURE, GOODWILL, TRADENAME, LEASE, 
LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENT, AND COVENANT NOT TO COMPETE and is/are located at: 17631 PIONEER BOULEVARD, ARTE-
SIA, CA 90701
The type of license(s) and license no(s) to be transferred is/are: 41-ON-SALE BEER & WINE EATING PLACE/#578528. And are now 
issued for the premises located at: SAME
The bulk sale and transfer of alcoholic beverage license(s) is/are intended to be consummated at the office of: TIME ESCROW INC, 3055 
WILSHIRE BLVD, # 1150, LOS ANGELES, CA 90010 and the anticipated sale/transfer is APRIL 13, 2023
The purchase price or consideration in connection with the sale of the business and transfer of the license, is the sum of $305,000.00, includ-
ing inventory estimated at $5,000.00, which consists of the following: DESCRIPTION/AMOUNT CASH $91,500.00; DEMAND NOTE 
$213,500.00; ALLOCATION-SUB TOTAL $305,000.00; ALLOCATION TOTAL $305,000.00.
It has been agreed between the seller(s)/licensee(s) and the intended buyer(s)/applicant(s), as required by Sec. 24073 of the Business and 
Professions code, that the consideration for transfer of the business and license is to be paid only after the transfer has been approved by the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control.
Dated: 03-16-2023
M.D. TOFU, INC., SELLER(S)/LICENSEE(S)
NFAH INC, BUYER(S)/APPLICANT(S)
ORD-1570809 LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS 3/24/23

Extra Space Storage will hold a public auction to sell personal property described below belonging to those individuals listed below at loca-
tion indicated: 10753 Artesia Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703 on 04/04/2023 at 11:00 AM.

Kristel Werth-3 bed sets, 2 headboard, couch, refrigerator, TV's, totes
Jean-luc Kaberuka-Moving supplies
Jose Parada-business inventory
Juan Hernandez-Household items
Ernest Wain-Boxes, clothes, household items
Juan Hernandez-Household Items
Anthony Tipton- Rims, arcade game, boxes
Chantel Franklin-Clothing, shoes
Recquel Thurman-Items
David Hilliard- Boxes and dressers
Ehimy Namocatcat-Boxes, furniture, clothes
James Williams-House Items
Simoné Graves-Bedrame, household items
Paul Kiefer-Household items
Shameka Lathom, Maven of Books-House items

The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases must be made with cash only and paid at the above 
referenced facility in order to complete the transaction. Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until the 
winning bidder takes possession of the personal property.

Please publish at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 03/17/2023 and 03/24/2023

CITY OF LA MIRADA
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT NO. 2022-07
SPLASH! LAZY RIVER REPLASTER PROJECT

Notice is hereby given that the City of La Mirada, California invites sealed bids for the furnishing of 
all labor, materials, equipment, and services for Capital Improvement Project No. 2022-07.  Project 
Documents are available online from American Reprographics Company (ARC).  Bidders may obtain 
free copies of the Plans, Specifications and other Contract Documents online by visiting http://www.
crplanwell.com/.  Work includes the removal and replacement of swimming pool plaster for the Buc-
caneer Bay Lazy River, Zero-depth Play Area, Catch Pool, and Spa.

Sealed bids shall be delivered to the City Clerk at or before 11 a.m. on April 11, 2023.  Bids must be 
submitted on the blank forms, prepared and furnished for that purpose and included in the Plans and 
Specifications.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids, or delete portions of any or all 
bids, or waive any informality or irregularity in the bid or the bid procedures.

Anne Haraksin, City Clerk

Published at La Mirada Lamplighter 3/17 and 3/24/23

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF LINDA R. SETTLES
Case No. 23STPB02114
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of LINDA R. SETTLES
 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by Mary Kathryn Bowles in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES.
 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that Mary Kathryn Bowles be appointed as personal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.
 THE PETITION requests the decedent's will and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will and any codicils are avail-
able for examination in the file kept by the court.
 THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This author-
ity will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important ac-
tions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
 A HEARING on the petition will be held on April 3, 2023 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 4 located at 111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, 
CA 90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
 Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a 
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
PAUL HORN ESQ
SBN 243227
PAUL HORN LAW GROUP PC
11404 SOUTH STREET
CERRITOS CA 90703
CN994744 SETTLES Mar 10,17,24, 2023

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE AND OF INTENTION TO TRANSFER ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE(S)
(UCC Sec. 6105 et seq. and B & P Sec. 24073 et seq.)
Escrow No. 12029-JH
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk sale of assets and a transfer of alcoholic beverage license(s) is about to be made. The name(s) and 
business address(es) of the Seller(s)/Licensee(s) are: M.D. TOFU, INC., 17631 PIONEER BOULEVARD, ARTESIA, CA 90701
Doing Business as: MYUNGDONG TOFU HOUSE
All other business names(s) and address(es) used by the Seller(s)/Licensee(s) within the past three years, as stated by the seller(s)/licensee(s), 
is/are: BUNKER 21
The name(s) and address of the buyer(s)/applicant(s) is/are: NFAH INC, 1500 HICKORY AVENUE, APT 209, TORRANCE, CA 90503
The assets being sold are generally described as: EQUIPMENT, FIXTURES AND FURNITURE, GOODWILL, TRADENAME, LEASE, 
LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENT, AND COVENANT NOT TO COMPETE and is/are located at: 17631 PIONEER BOULEVARD, ARTE-
SIA, CA 90701
The type of license(s) and license no(s) to be transferred is/are: 41-ON-SALE BEER & WINE EATING PLACE/#578528. And are now 
issued for the premises located at: SAME
The bulk sale and transfer of alcoholic beverage license(s) is/are intended to be consummated at the office of: TIME ESCROW INC, 3055 
WILSHIRE BLVD, # 1150, LOS ANGELES, CA 90010 and the anticipated sale/transfer is APRIL 13, 2023
The purchase price or consideration in connection with the sale of the business and transfer of the license, is the sum of $305,000.00, includ-
ing inventory estimated at $5,000.00, which consists of the following: DESCRIPTION/AMOUNT CASH $91,500.00; DEMAND NOTE 
$213,500.00; ALLOCATION-SUB TOTAL $305,000.00; ALLOCATION TOTAL $305,000.00.
It has been agreed between the seller(s)/licensee(s) and the intended buyer(s)/applicant(s), as required by Sec. 24073 of the Business and 
Professions code, that the consideration for transfer of the business and license is to be paid only after the transfer has been approved by the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control.
Dated: 03-16-2023
M.D. TOFU, INC., SELLER(S)/LICENSEE(S)
NFAH INC, BUYER(S)/APPLICANT(S)
ORD-1570809 LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS 3/24/23

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC Sec. 6105)
Escrow No. 230104-SP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk sale is about to be made. The name(s), business address(es) to the Seller(s) are: SOMATEA LLC, 
11660 SOUTH STREET STE 109 ARTESIA, CA 90701
Doing Business as: SOMA TEA & MOCKTAIL
All other business name(s) and address(es) used by the Seller(s) within three years, as stated by the Seller(s), is/are:      
The name(s) and address of the Buyer(s) is/are: YING TENG WONG, 11660 SOUTH STREET STE 109 ARTESIA, CA 90701
The assets to be sold are described in general as: ALL STOCK IN TRADE, FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT, GOODWILL, TRADENAME, 
LEASE, LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS, AND COVENANT NOT TO COMPETE and are located at: 11660 SOUTH STREET STE 109 
ARTESIA, CA 90701
The bulk sale is intended to be consummated at the office of: TEAM ESCROW BP, INC, 6025 BEACH BLVD, BUENA PARK, CA 90621 
and the anticipated sale date is APRIL 12, 2023
The bulk sale is subject to California Uniform Commercial Code Section 6106.2.
[If the sale is subject to Sec. 6106.2, the following information must be provided.] The name and address of the person with whom claims 
may be filed is: TEAM ESCROW BP, INC, 6025 BEACH BLVD, BUENA PARK, CA 90621 and the last date for filing claims shall be 
APRIL 11, 2023, which is the business day before the sale date specified above.
BUYER: YING TENG WONG,
ORD-1564677 LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS 3/24/23



By Loren Kopff 
@LorenKopff on Twitter

Mother Nature has wreaked havoc on 
high school baseball teams for the past 
month, forcing almost every school to 
reschedule not just once with one team, 
but in many occasions, a second time. 
For Gahr High, it was to have opened 
Gateway League action on Mar. 14 with 
Downey High, but was rained out.

So, in a rare occasion for a league 
outing, the two played a doubleheader 
last Saturday at Gahr with the Gladiators 
being the home team both times. Gahr 
came away with a sweep, winning the 
first game 2-0 behind the stellar pitching 
of senior Jaden Alba, then getting a late 
run in the nightcap to edge the Vikings 

3-2. The Gladiators, ranked third in the 
CIF-Southern Section Division 2 polls, 
improved to 6-2-1 overall.

The first game was a classic pitcher’s 
duel between Alba and Thomas Qui-
nones, both of whom went the distance, 
combined for 24 strikeouts and two 
walks. And the game remained scoreless 
through the first four innings.

“It’s just a lot of unique circumstanc-
es obviously for everybody,” said Gahr 
head coach Gerardo Perez. “You haven’t 
gotten the rhythm of getting a lot of live 
at-bats, practice routines, Saturday morn-
ing, league play. There’s just a lot of lay-
ers that knock you a little bit outside the 
norm. It took us a little bit to settle in. 

“I thought our at-bats got better late,” 
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By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on Twitter

The history of the non-league ri-
valry between Cerritos High and Valley 
Christian High has been interesting in 
that the games have either been blow-
outs, shutouts or contests decided by 
three runs or less. Since 2011, the two 
have played five doubleheaders with 
Cerritos coming away with 10-0 and 
14-0 wins among its four wins while 
four V.C. victories have been by 4-0, 
4-3, 9-7 and 12-3 decisions.

Last Saturday evening, the two met 
again at V.C. and on the first pitch of 
the game, sophomore shortstop Dal-
ton Chi doubled to the left field gap. 
He would score on an error two batters 
later and the Dons used a five-run top of 
the fourth inning to blank the Defenders 
8-0, leaving both teams with identical 
5-5 records.

“We played a team game today,” 
said Cerritos first-year head coach Chris 
Masella. “Great defense, great pitching. 
We made some spectacular plays up the 
middle [and] we had a couple of guys 
go yard. We put together some good at-
bats and we grinded. When we grind, 
we play really well, and that’s what the 
outcome is.”

Not only was the offense on fire, 
the pitching was stellar as senior starter 
Dylan Burton, senior Raymond Sierra 

and junior Johann Gibbs combined for 
a four-hitter, struck out six and allowed 
one batter to reach second base.

The lead increased to 2-0 in the third 
when junior right fielder Noah Gapuz 
reached on an infield single, went to 
second on a passed ball and came home 
on a groundout from Gibbs. But in the 
next inning, the Dons sent nine batters 
to the plate and scored five runs with 
two outs. It began with a Sierra double 
with one out and was followed by an in-
field single from sophomore left fielder 
Braxton Reed. 

After the second strikeout thrown 
by freshman Lucas Witt, he would walk 
Gapuz to load the bases before a single 
to left from junior pinch hitter Na-
thaniel Corrigan brought home Sierra 
and Reed. Then on an 0-2 count, Chi 
launched a home run to center to vault 
the advantage to 7-0.

The final run of the game came in 
the seventh inning when Sierra hot a 
one-out roundtripper. 

“I think our guys were a little bit 
tired in [this] game,” said V.C. first-year 
head coach Tim Blume. “It was kind of 
a game to let some younger guys get 
some opportunities and I was real proud 
of our guys even though we didn’t do as 
well as we wanted, of course.”

The Defenders, who had routed 

BASEBALL
Chi, Sierra Homer as Cerritos Puts Away 
Valley Christian With Five-Run Fourth Inning

CERRITOS HIGH junior third baseman Carter Chi (background) reaches safely on 
an infield hit to lead off the top of the fifth inning as Valley Christian High senior first 
baseman Kenny Hoogerheide is late with the tag. Cerritos blanked the Defenders 8-0 
last Saturday evening.

GATEWAY LEAGUE BASEBALL

Alba Wins Pitching Battle in First Game
of Doubleheader as Gahr Sweeps Downey

By Loren Kopff
@Loren Kopff on Twitter

Coming off last season’s 1-14 per-
formance, the Whitney High softball 
team won four its first five games prior 
to its 605 League opener at Artesia High 
last Thursday. To some, a 4-1 start isn’t 
much to talk about, especially when you 
have outscored your fellow CIF-South-
ern Section Division 6 and 7 opponents 
79-16.

But Artesia head coach El Blacnk was 
concerned going in about what Whitney 
might look like against his team. As it 
turned out, it was Artesia who put on 
a pounding in a 12-1 rout that saw the 
Pioneers rough up sophomore pitcher 
Monica Manni for 13 hits.

“Yes, yes, most definitely,” said a 
concerned Blanck. “I even talked to 
[Whitney head coach] Stephanie [Mach-
ado] and said, ‘you’re doing an awe-
some job’. I was really impressed, and 
actually a little worried coming into the 
game. I didn’t know what to expect.” 

Artesia scored three times in the bot-
tom of the first inning, four more in the 
second, three in the third and twice in the 
fourth inning. Including a pair of make-
up games last Saturday in the Santa Fe 
Tournament, it marked the third time 
this season Artesia had scored at least 10 
runs and the fourth time it had allowed 
just one run. The 13 hits marked a sea-
son high and now, the Pioneers are sit-
ting at 7-3 overall.

“Yes, finally,” exhaled Blanck of 
his team’s offensive burst. “[In] our 
preseason, our hitting wasn’t there, and 
then today, we concentrated on just hit-
ting on the ground or line drives; not try-
ing to hit home runs.”

Meanwhile, Machado admitted 
she was surprised of the score despite 

the fact that the Wildcats have already 
doubled their win production of the last 
three seasons combined.

“I think a little bit,” said Machado. 
“I think in general, they were getting in 
their own heads, with the errors we were 
making and the weather…we haven’t 
been able to hit cages or anything like 
that. So, I think they were having trouble 
hitting off [junior pitcher Allisiah Va-
lenzuela], too. But to me, the fielding is 
far from what we’re capable of. Hope-
fully it’s a wake-up call.

“Many times what happens at a 
school like Whitney is every time the 
new season starts, they kind of regress 
because not everybody plays travel 
ball,” she later said. “I felt like when we 
started up, it wasn’t that much of a slide 
down. So, it was pretty nice. In practice, 
their fielding is clean; they’re catching 
balls they shouldn’t be. It’s really awe-
some. I think the 4-1 start is more rep-
resentative of who we are than today.”

Artesia sent nine batters to the plate 
in each of the first two innings with 
sophomore center fielder Alea Medina 
getting a triple and a single while scor-
ing twice and junior second baseman 
Maya Torres also getting a pair of hits 
and scoring twice. Junior catcher Arian-
na Franco scored twice and reached on 
an error in the first before collecting a 
single in the second.

In the third inning, Valenzuela 
capped off her game with a single to fin-
ish three for three with four runs driven 
in. Medina and Torres ended up with 
three hits each and Medina scored all 
four times she was up to the plate. In ad-
dition, the top six in the Artesia lineup 
combined to go 13 for 22 with all 12 
runs scored and 10 RBI.
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