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By Brian Hews

What looks much like craggy 
mountains on a moonlit evening 
is actually the edge of a nearby, 
young, star-forming region in the 
Carina Nebula. 

Captured in infrared light 
by the Near-Infrared Camera 
(NIRCam) on NASA’s James 
Webb Space Telescope, this 
image reveals previously 
obscured areas of star birth.

Called the Cosmic Cliffs, the 
region is actually the edge of a 
gigantic, gaseous cavity roughly 
7,600 light-years away. 

The cavernous area has been 
carved from the nebula by the 
intense ultraviolet radiation and 
stellar winds from extremely 
massive, hot, young stars located 
in the center of the bubble, above 
the area shown in this image. The 
high-energy radiation from these 
stars is sculpting the nebula’s 
wall by slowly eroding it away.  

NIRCam – with its crisp 

AMAZING PICTURES FROM WEBB TELESCOPE

[See WEBB page 12]

Artesia Mayor Honored at Dodger Stadium

By Brian Hews

This past March, the 
Lakewood City Council 
added $400,000 to Lakewood’s 
public safety budget for spe-
cific programs and services to 
enhance safety in Lakewood 
residential neighborhoods.

The infusion allowed 
the city to assign two extra 
deputies for crime suppression 
work, primarily working at 
night with a flexible schedule 
to address specific crime trends 
and gang-related activity.

In two months of work, the 
two Deputies have made 44 
arrests: 12 felonies, 32 mis-
demeanors; 6 gang members 
arrested, 6 guns recovered; 26 
arrests for outstanding war-
rants, 2 stolen vehicles, and 1 
DUI.

In addition, deputy over-
time has focused on street 
racing from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

and anti-gang detectives have 
conducted saturation patrols 
targeting gang activity.

The city also funded a 
private security force with four 
unarmed security guards per-
forming vehicle patrols from 
10 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. nightly. 
The guards conduct nightly 
patrols down every residential 
street in Lakewood and adja-
cent commercial areas. Since 
April, total crime dropped 9% 
in overnight hours, catalytic 
converter thefts dropped 27% 

The security patrols also 
stop individuals scavenging 
in residential trash cans and 
move individuals loitering in/
near parks after park hours and 
individuals loitering near busi-
nesses. 

Based on the positive 
impact, the Lakewood City 
Council extended the private 
security patrol for another 

[See SAREGA page 12]

Lakewood Sees Gains After 
Increasing Public Safety Budget

“COSMIC CLIFFS” IN THE CARINA NEBULA: One of the many pictures sent back from the 
James Webb Telescope. Called the Cosmic Cliffs, the region is actually the edge of a gigantic, gaseous 
cavity, roughly 7,600 light-years away. Light travels 6 trillion miles in one year.

Anaheim Police Officer Assaulted 
La Mirada Councilman at Meeting

By Brian Hews

Fireworks erupted at the 
ordinarily tranquil La Mirada 
City Council meeting last night 
while the council was conduct-
ing its annual reorganization of 
mayor and vice-mayor council 
seats.

When the time came to vote 
for the positions, embattled 
Councilman Andrew Sarega 
was passed over.

HMG-CN reported a few 
weeks ago about Sarega's poor 
council attendance record, 
which 
sources 
are telling 
HMG-CN 
was a ma-
jor factor in 
the mayor 
and mayor 
pro tem 
vote.

During one period from 
April 2021 to August 2021, 
Sarega was absent five out of a 
total of eight meetings, or 65% 
of the time; for the past few 

[See LAKEWOOD page 12]

HONORED: Artesia Mayor Melissa Ramoso with (l-r) father 
Angelito Ramoso, nephew Xavier Delatorre, and brother-in-law 
Brian Delatorre. Ramoso was given the Dodgers Community Hero 
Award which recognizes residents who have made an impact  in 
their community. 

The officer is LM 
Councilman Andrew 
Sarega's brother. Also 
called Councilman a
"Fu**** Bi***."

City Attorney: Cerritos Councilmember Lynda 
Johnson Must Recuse From Sheriff's Discussions
By Brian Hews

In the last election, Cerritos 
residents in favor of holding 
a majority on City Council 
overlooked an obvious conflict 
of interest between candidate 
Lynda Johnson and her em-
ployer, the Los Angeles Sher-
iff’s Department, and voted her 
onto the City Council.

Cerritos funds a fully op-
erational Sheriff’s station in the 
city; Johnson can’t have any 
input when discussions turn to 
the Cerritos Sheriff’s Station 
and Community Center during 
a City Council meeting; the sta-
tion is the city’s second-largest 
expense.

But that is exactly what 
happened during a budget 
meeting in May, with Mayor Vo 
and the City Attorney watch-
ing, and worse, not acting, 
while Johnson and the council 
violated Government Code 
Section 1090 in the process.

If Johnson read the agen-
da before the meeting, she 
should’ve leaned forward into 
the microphone and recused 
herself when the sheriff’s bud-
get item came up for discus-
sion.

Questions into Johnson 
were not answered.

Johnson knew better 
too;  her campaign materials 
bragged about her 20 years as 
a paralegal with the District 
Attorney and her years exposed 
to business and networking; 
she likely saw a recusal or two 
working as Supervisor Hahn’s 
representative.

Former late Mayor Luigi 
Vernola often recused himself 
from Norwalk Council meet-
ings because he owned so 

much property 
in the city; as 
representative 
of Supervi-
sor Janice 
Hahn, Johnson 
frequented 
Norwalk 
City Council meetings.

Rookie Mayor Vo erred too; 
if he read the budget and did 
not see Johnson recuse herself, 
he should’ve leaned forward 
and told Johnson to recuse 
herself.

Questions into Vo were not 
answered.

And if the City Attorney 
did not see Johnson recuse or 
Vo asking her to recuse, he 
should’ve leaned forward and 
said, “Councilwoman, you 
need to recuse yourself.”

With all the legal firepower 
and the experience of 24-year 
politician Bruce Barrows and 
businessman Naresh Solanki, 
Johnson was allowed to ask 
questions for ten minutes be-
fore Mayor Vo interrupted and 
called a “ten-minute recess” 
that lasted nearly 30 minutes.

When the City Council and 
City Attorney emerged, every-
one took their seat. The City 
Attorney spoke first saying, 
“As you know Ms. Johnson 
works for the sheriff so any-
time we talk about the Sher-
iff’s Station she must recuse 
herself.”

Mayor Vo asked Johnson to 
leave the room; Johnson moved 
her chair, walked around the 
dais, and left the council cham-
bers,  but the damage had been 
done.

The Political Reform Act 
and Fair Political Practices 

[See JOHNSON page 12]

Lynda Johnson

ABCUSD SUPER. DR. 
MARY SIEU RETIRES
HMG-CN Staff Report

HMG-CN learned Wednes-
day that long-time ABCUSD 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu 
has resigned her position effec-
tive this week. The ABCUSD 
Board will hold a special meet-
ing Monday honoring her years 
of service and commitment to 
the children, parents, and staff 
of the ABCUSD.
HMG-CN has been told that 
the ABC Board will accept ap-
plications from current eligible 
employees while also conduct 
an outside search using an 
employment agency.
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By Tammye McDuff

Yetta (nee Istrin) Kane 
was born in December 
of 1932 during the Jew-
ish festival of Chanu-
kah.Her story is one of 
tragedy and miracles.

Born to Zelik and Eidleh Istrin, Yetta was 
the youngest of three siblings. Yetta and 
her older brothers, Herman and Morris, 
had an idyllic childhood.

"We grew up in a 
close-knit, rural shtetl 
community of Miad-
zol, Poland. Our house 
was always filled with 
lots of food and lots of 
love", recalled Kane. 
"We had a working 
farm, and my father 
ran a dry goods store 
out of our home."

They were an ob-
servant Jewish household, and their life 
centered on the family and Jewish holi-
days.

Because of his dry goods store, Zelik 
would regularly travel by horse to Vilnus, 
Lithuania which was the closest urban 
center. As the Nazis rose to power, word 
made its way to Vilnus about their brutal-
ity and tactics.

"I was 8 years old when hatred came 
out with its ugly head," said Kane, "my 
first introduction was when a Jewish man, 
walking back from Temple … I still re-
member his name, Chaim Minkis … was 
walking by a little girl. He called my 
neighbor, "Zide" in polish, which means 
Jew. Without hesitation, a German soldier 
pulled out his revolver and shot him dead. 
That was my introduction to the Nazis."

Not long after, the Nazis armed local 
Polish collaborators with munitions and 
trucks, and gave them a bounty to murder 
as many Jews as possible. Jewish leaders 
were invited to a meeting to discuss the 
Nazi situation. Instead of a town hall, the 

Holocaust Survivor

From WWII Siberia 
to L.A. Via a German 

Displacement Camp

SURVIVORS: (l-r) Father Zelik, Yetta, Eidleh, Herman, and Morris, sister Sara is 
in the front. They made it out of war-torn Poland, spent two years in Siberia, made 
it to a German Camp, them immigrated to Los Angeles.
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Yetta Kane

Jews were forced at gunpoint to dig mass 
graves. Over sixty of Miadzol's Jewish 
leaders were murdered.

Zelik Istrin was supposed to be among 
them. When he received the invitation 
to the meeting, he told his family that it 
"didn't smell right" and the family hid in 
the woods. They fled with nothing but the 
clothes on their back, heading east they the 
Partisan Resistance.

The caravans consisted of two groups:  
fighters in one group and families in the 
other. At times, they needed to commu-
nicate and Yetta, who with her blond hair 
and blue eyes could pass for a non-Jewish 
child, was sent out to carry messages back 
and forth between the resistance fighters. 
A child of only eight bravely executed her 
missions without fail.

The family survived in the woods for 
nearly two years this way, making their 
way east, narrowly escaping the Nazi's 
grasp. Kane stated she still has nightmares 
about German Shepherds barking at her 
trail in the woods.

Miraculously, the family of five sur-
vived intact, eventually making their way 
to the Russian front. There, they were sent 
to a work camp in Siberia where they could 
wait out the war, again lucky to survive 
with limited food and very harsh condi-
tions, but grateful to be out of the Nazi's 
clutches.

 Kane had two aunts already living in 
Los Angeles. When the war ended, the 
family had grown with a new baby sis-
ter born in Siberia. They made their way 
to Germany to a Displaced Persons [DP] 
camp where they awaited word and pas-
sage to L.A.

The family arrived in the U.S. when 
Kane was 16. Not long after, Yetta attend-

ed a refugee dance where she met a young 
survivor from Poland, David Kane.

Kane's story is much like Yetta's. In 
1939, the Germans occupied David's home 
town, all Jews were marked with a Star of 
David on their sleeve. David's family was 
kicked out of their home and moved into a 
ghetto where some were forced into labor 
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YETTA AND DAVID Kane pose for a 
photo on Santa Monica Beach in 1950. 

and others put on a train to Auschwitz.
David and his father escaped and hid 

in the home of a local German family. 
From there they fled to Hungary only to be 
caught and sent to jail and put on a train to 
Auschwitz. David and his father endured 
the forced march of more than 500 miles to 
Buchenwald.

Soon after making it to Buchenwald, an 
American tank crashed through the fence, 

signaling the American's liberation of the 
camp. When Eisenhower arrived, David 
Kane escorted him to the naked, dead bod-
ies and the piles of skeletons.

David Kane took Yetta's hand and 
asked her to dance. As the story goes, af-
ter that first dance, he tried to kiss her on 
the cheek, in return, she slapped him. They 
married on January 19, 1952, and rarely 
left one another's side.

Kane says that educating young people 
is one of her most important roles. She vis-
its her husband's grave in Costa Mesa as 
much as possible. The Kane's built a rich 
life in Long Beach where David served 
as a Cantor at Temple Beth Shalom for 
nearly 50 decades, and Yetta owned and 
operated board and care homes. Their deep 
and abiding love built a home with three 
children, six grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren.

"When I visit schools, the students of-
ten ask me if I saw a Nazi in person would 
I kill him. No, then I'd be as low as an ani-
mal as he is," Kane said. "Only God should 
decide who shall live and who shall die. If 
you carry hate in your heart, your life gets 
poisoned."

Yetta and David dedicated themselves 
to sharing their story of survival. Together, 
they wrote a book, "How to Survive Any-
thing ~ The life story of David and Yetta 
Kane," available on Amazon.

KOPLE KANE and his son 
David pose in a Displaced Persons 

Camp in Germany in 1945.

TEACHING: In the 1990s, Yetta 
and David dedicated themselves to 

sharing their story of survival. They 
wrote a book called “How to Survive 
Anything”, gave testimony to the US 

Holocaust Museum and the Shoah 
Foundation, and spoke before hundreds 

of school-aged children every year.
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Cerritos Should Move

PICO RIVERA LOOKS 
INTO MOVING TO 
DISTRICT ELECTIONS
By Brian Hews

The trend continues.... and Cerritos 
should be next given the maneuver 
Mayor pro tem Bruce Barrows pulled 
on residents a few weeks ago related 
“researching moving the truck route 
through the city back to the original 
route.”

At its July 12 meeting, the Pico 
Rivera City Council reviewed its legal 
options under the California Voting 
Rights Act (CVRA), which strongly 
encourages cities to create council 
district seats, each representing a 
portion of a city, instead of having each 
council member elected by the entire 
city.

The CVRA makes it relatively 
easy for lawsuits to succeed against 
cities that maintain citywide council 
elections. 

And if a city loses a lawsuit, the 
city pays the attorney fees for the party 
bringing the suit, which can run into the 
millions of dollars. 

No city or other jurisdiction has won 
in such a suit, and over 150 California 

cities and school districts have now 
transitioned to district elections, many 
doing so to prevent a costly lawsuit.

Bellflower, La Mirada, Montebello, 
Whittier and the ABCUSD have all 
recently moved to district elections.

The theory behind the California 
Voting Rights Act is that when council 
members are elected citywide, there 
tend to be fewer minority group 
members elected.

Requiring voting by district creates 
more opportunities for minority group 
members to be elected, especially if 

they represent a particular region of a 
community that has a high population 
of a minority group.

In other cities, the transition 
process included the hiring of an expert 
demographer who will help the city 
hold a series of public meetings with 
the goal of finalizing maps for council 
district lines in six to eigth months.

As required by state law, the city 
will approve a timeline of events 
encouraging all residents to participate 
in the districting process by providing 
input on how the five (5) City Council 

district maps should be drawn. 
Other cities have given residents 

the option to design their own map and 
submit it to the city for consideration. 
Mapping tools (digital and paper-
based) were made available online and 
community workshops were scheduled 
in succeeding months to assist 
residents with the mapping tools and 
submittal process. 

In addition to the Community 
Workshop, the following public 
meetings and map submission deadlines 
have been scheduled.

Anthony Otero Selected 
as Mayor of La Mirada 
Staff Report

The La Mirada City Council held 
their annual reorganization at the July 
12 meeting.  The City Council selected 
Anthony Otero to serve as Mayor for 
the 2022-23 term.

Steve De Ruse was selected to serve 
as Mayor Pro Tem.  The Mayor and 
Mayor Pro Tem each serve one-year 
terms.

Mayor Otero has served on the City 
Council since 2020.  He has been a 
resident of La Mirada since 2007 and is 
currently a Police Captain with the Los 
Angeles Police Department.  

This will be the  third term as Mayor 
Pro Tem for Steve De Ruse, who has 
served on the City Council since 2011. 

He is a senior pastor and has been a 
resident of La Mirada since 1976. 

The City Council also certified the 
results of the General Municipal Elec-
tion held on June 7.  

Andrew Sarega was re-elected for 
a four-year term representing Council 
District 2. 

The City Council previously ap-
pointed Councilmember John Lewis to 
serve as Councilmember of District 1 
for a four-year term as he was unop-
posed.  

Councilmem-ber Ed Eng continues 
to represent Council District 3.

For additional information, call La 
Mirada City Hall at (562) 943-0131.  

Staff Report

Cerritos College celebrated the grand 
opening of the Performing Arts Center 
with over 350 community members in at-
tendance. 

The PAC features a 400-seat theater, 
general-purpose classrooms, a 100-seat 
lecture and recital hall, a computer lab, 
and support spaces. 

The building also houses the Music 
Department's instructional labs, band and 
choir rooms, teaching and practice rooms, 
and faculty offices. 

The state-of-the-art facility features 
Yamaha and Böesendorfer grand pianos 
purchased through a generous $500,000 
gift from late music professor Dr. Connie 
Mayfield and her mother, Lois Mayfield. 

Dr. Mayfield's love of music will live 
on with these top-of-the-line instruments.

On the Theatre Department's side, the 
Center houses instructional labs for light-
ing and rigging, a makeup lab, a costume 

lab, dressing rooms, a green room, and a 
scene shop with an outdoor work yard. 

The Performing Arts Center is also 
green-certified and meets the sustainabil-
ity requirements of the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council. 

The Center is the campus's second 
green-certified project funded through its 
bond construction program. 

"We are thankful to our community for 
supporting the construction of this beauti-
ful, student-centered facility," said Dr. 
Jose Fierro, Cerritos College President/
Superintendent. 

"The new Performing Arts Center will 
serve as a cultural hub for our campus 
and community, providing students with a 
creative learning environment to develop 
their skills. A powerful combination of 
student-centered spaces, highly skilled 
faculty, and innovative curriculum is 
what brings this building to life and trans-
lates to student success for generations to 
come."

RIBBON CUTTING: Board of Trustees and College officials at the PAC opening. 
The PAC features a 400-seat theater, general-purpose classrooms, a 100-seat lecture 
and recital hall, a computer lab, and support spaces. 

Performing Arts Center Opens at Cerritos College
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.

PROP 17
Continued from page 1

NOT SATISFIED WITH 
YOUR CURRENT HOUSE 
PAYMENT?

BIG BANK TURNED YOU 
DOWN?

Phone: 562-533-5600
www.CenturionMF.com

CA DRE 01443787
NMLS 206457

DeAnna Allensworth
 Broker - Advisor

I can help you with that.

La Mirada's Men of Harmony Sing at Nationals

MASTERS OF HARMONY placed sixth at the nationals in North Carolina.

By Tammye McDuff

Masters of Harmony is one of the pre-
mier men’s a cappella groups in America, 
and they call La Mirada home. As part of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society, they 
have won nine international chorus cham-
pionships and performed across the coun-
try and the world. The group finished in 
sixth place in the 2022 International Con-
vention in Charlotte, North Carolina.

A true art form, barbershop harmony is 
considered to be one of the few uniquely 
American-born musical styles. Founded 
in 1938 as the Society for the Preservation 
and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quar-
tet Singing in America, the Society pre-
serves the unique close harmony whose 
roots lie in African-American improvisa-
tion and European harmony traditions. 

A total of 37 Society choruses from 
across the United States participated in 

this year’s contest. Masters of Harmony 
performed a dynamic and challenging set 
featuring high-octane choreography and a 
medley of songs from the motion picture 
LaLa Land and the award-winning Broad-
way musical, Wicked.

Under the direction of two-time gold 
medal-winning quartet singer Alan Gor-
don, the chorus rehearses at the United 
Methodist Church every Wednesday eve-
ning. Within the Society, when a chorus 
wins gold, it takes a two-year break from 
competition. Of the nine previous gold 
medals won by the Masters of Harmony, 
eight were consecutive wins between 
1990 and 2011, an unparalleled feat.

Dedicated to the musical excellence 
of barbershop harmony, you can find 

out more about Masters of Harmony by 
visiting www.mastersofharmony.org
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LA County Starting 
Countdown to Return of 
Indoor Mask Mandate

(CNS) -- Los Angeles County is on 
pace to require masks indoors again as of 
July 29, after hitting the "high" level of 
COVID-19 activity on yesterday.

The county had previously been at the 
"medium" COVID level as defined by the 
U.S. CDC, based on the elevated rate of 
people being infected with the virus.

Once the county's rate of daily COVID-
positive patients being admitted to area 
hospitals topped 10 per 100,000 residents, 
it will enter the "high" category.

County Public Health Director Bar-
bara Ferrer on Thursday announced that 
threshold has now been reached for the 
"high" categroy.

If the county stays at the high category 
for two weeks straight, officials would 
bring back rules requiring the wearing of 
masks during most indoor public activi-
ties. At earliest that would be July 29.

"I do recognize that when we return to 
universal indoor masking to reduce high 
spread, for many this will feel like a step 
backwards," Ferrer said.

But she said universal masking "makes 
a lot of sense because it helps us to reduce 
risk."

She again pointed to recent studies 
showing dramatic reduction in infec-
tion risk for people who wear face cov-
erings, particularly for people who wear 
higher-grade masks, such as N95 or KN95 
masks.

Masks are already still mandated in 
some indoor spaces -- healthcare facili-
ties, transit hubs, on transit vehicles, air-
ports, correctional facilities and shelters. 
A universal mandate would spread the re-
quirement to all indoor public spaces, in-
cluding shared office spaces, manufactur-
ing facilities, retail stores, indoor events, 
indoor restaurants and bars and schools.

Supervisor Kathryn Barger urged Fer-
rer and health officials to conduct out-
reach to local businesses to discuss the 
impacts they could face, "especially when 
surrounding counties are not considering" 
a mandate.

Supervisor Sheila Kuehl again force-
fully backed the idea of requiring masks, 
saying she has "no patience" for people 
who won't wear them.

"People are just not wearing them 
when they're not mandated," Kuehl said.

According to state figures, there were 
1,153 COVID-positive patients in county 
hospitals as of Tuesday, and increase from 
1,014 on Saturday. Of those patients, 115 
were being treated in intensive care units.

On Tuesday, the county reported 5,170 
new COVID-19 infections, along with 14 
new deaths.

The new infections lifted the county's 
cumulative total from throughout the pan-
demic to 3,183,359.

Health officials have warned that the 
actual number of new infections occur-
ring in the county is not fully reflected in 
the daily numbers, since many people now 
rely on at-home tests, the results of which 
are not always reported to the county.

The 14 new virus-related deaths re-
ported Tuesday lifted the overall death toll 
in the county to 32,464. Health officials 
have said that a majority of the deaths oc-
curred in people with at least one underly-
ing health condition, mainly hypertension, 
diabetes and heart disease.

The average daily rate of people test-
ing positive for the virus was 16.3% as of 
Tuesday.

Baby Diaper Giveaway 
in Hawaiian Gardens
By Tammye McDuff

Hawaiian Gardens' HG Cares, in par-
ticipation with the L.A. Regional Food 
Bank, is holding a diaper diveaway Thurs-
day, July 21 at 4:00 pm in the Robert E. 
Lee Center located at 21815 Pioneer Bou-
levard in HG. 

According to the National Diaper Bank 
Network, 1 in 3 families experience a dia-
per need. The network reports that babies 
without clean diapers are exposed to more 
potential health risks and are less likely to 
be accepted to daycares, leaving parents 
unable to attend work. Federal assistance 
programs do not currently provide ad-
equate funds for buying diapers.

Worse, they cannot be bought with 
funds given through nutrition programs. 

“Some families that we serve may be 
on SNAP, which provides financial assis-

tance for purchasing food for low-income 
California residents, but may not be able to 
afford diapers or wipes,” said Food Bank 
Agency Relations, Product Donations Di-
rector, Liz Cervantes. 

The Baby Diaper Giveaway is on a first 
come – first serve basis, and only sizes 
three to six are available. 

Since the Food Bank received a $2.5 
million grant through the California De-
partment of Social Services, over 80,000 
households in Los Angeles County have 
received diapers through this program. 

Initially, the Food Bank was working 
directly with the SNAP for Women, Infants 
and Children and supported them through 
15 sites in the County before the pandemic 
forced sites to adapt to a virtual platform.

There are currently 53 partner agen-
cies participating in this program with the 
Food Bank. The Food Bank is working on 
expanding the program within the agency 
network of over 700 organizations.

You must register at hgcity.org; no 
walk-ups will be allowed.
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Rancho Los 
Alamitos Events
Wednesday, July 20 
1:30 to 4:00 pm 
Free admission.
Reservations are encouraged.
 

Celebrate the beauty of plants! 
Families with children of all ages are 
invited to get creative with crafts, ex-
plore connections to nature, and join an 
interactive storytime. 

Drop in to create a plant suncatcher 
and more at this month’s Cool Crafts 
Roundup while supplies last. 

Email info@RanchoLosAlamitos.
org or call (562) 431-3541 to RSVP. 

Docent-Guided 
Tours Are Back!

The Dining Room in the historic 
Ranch House is set for a birthday party. 
It will be on display until the end of 
July. 

Take a docent-guided tour this sum-
mer! Join Rancho's knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic docents to explore local 
history in the Ranch House. 

Tours are now available every day 
they are open, Wednesday thru Sunday. 
The last tour begins at 4:00 pm. Tour 
groups are limited to 6 people at a time, 
and masks are required. 

Reservations are encouraged. 
Email info@RanchoLosAlamitos.org 

or call (562) 431-3541.

Volunteers Needed
Rancho is  currently seeking vol-

unteers to join its garden and greeter 
teams. Bring your enthusiasm to our 
warm and friendly community of 
people dedicated to preserving historic 
green space and sharing it with the 
public. 

Fill out an online application and 
email Steve@RanchoLosAlamitos.org 

to learn more about current 
volunteer opportunities.  

State Acquires 6,000 
Acres in North LA 
County for Conservation

State officials announced Thursday 
the acquisition of roughly 6,000 acres 
of the Hathaway/Temescal Ranch prop-
erty in northern Los Angeles County, 
completing the protection of what has 
been called the largest undeveloped 
piece of private property in the county.

“This is a big deal,” California 
Secretary for Natural Resources Wade 
Crowfoot said in a statement. 

“This acquisition will help preserve 
biodiversity, expand outdoor access for 
Angelenos, and sequester carbon as we 
combat climate change.”

An overall purchase price was not 
disclosed, but officials said it included 
$3.5 million from the voter-approved 
Proposition 117. 

The state Wildlife Conservation 
Board funded roughly half of the pur-
chase, officials said.

The Mountains Recreation and 
Conservation Authority, which has been 
working with the state and the Trust 
for Public Land to protect the property, 
announced in 2020 the acquisition of 
roughly 1,200 acres of the ranch land 
for $1.6 million. 

At the time, that purchase brought 
the total acreage that had been acquired 
to 2,400.

Thursday’s announcement secures 
the entire 6,006-acre ranch.

“In the Southern California land-
scape, securing 6,000 acres is ex-
traordinary, especially 6,000 acres 
that provide prime linkage between 
protected spaces, and with major water 
resources,” MRCA board chair George 
Lange said in a statement. 

“The MRCA will continue to work 
together with federal, state and local 
government, our nonprofit partners, 
and landowners to preserve and pro-
tect critical open space for the public 
benefit.”

The land also is county-designated 
as a Significant Ecological Area be-
cause it sits in the east-to-west linkage 
between the San Gabriel and Sierra 
Madre mountains as well as a north-to-
south linkage between the Sierra Madre 
and Santa Susanna mountains. 

Both were highlighted in the South 
Coast Missing Linkages Project, which 
is a plan for a regional network that 
would maintain and restore critical 
habitats between existing reserves.

It’s notably home to the California 
condor and is near the Sespe Condor 
Sanctuary.

In addition, the ranch is home to 
many mountain lions and one of the 
most extensive stands of coastal sage 
scrub and chaparral in Southern Cali-
fornia, according to wildlife experts. 

The area is between Castaic Lake 
and Lake Piru off the 5 freeway.

Kayla Han

La Mirada Swimmer 
Going to US Jr. 
Championships

Last month, USA Swimming an-
nounced its roster for the upcoming 
Junior Pan Pacific Championships, 
which will take place August 24-27 in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 

The team consists of 20 girls and 21 
boys who were the fastest 18 & unders 
(born in 2004 or later) from the US In-
ternational Trials in April. Across both 
the boy’s and girl’s rosters, there are 22 
swimmers committed to swim at 9 dif-
ferent NCAA Division I programs.

Kayla Han, a member of the LA 
Mirada Armada will be competing in 
the 1500 and 400 meter races.

Han just turned 14 years old, but 
she’s performing with the skill of a 
much older swimmer. At the U.S. 
Olympic Trials (Wave I) in 2021 Han 
came from behind to win the B-final 
of the 400 meter individual medley in 
an exciting race that saw her trailing 
the field until the final 50 meters when 
she turned fourth, but touched first in 
4:51.08.
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By Tammye McDuff

Every year, a select group of VFW 
Posts is presented with various statuses. 
This year the La Mirada VFW Post 9148 
has been awarded the prestigious 'All 
State' - 'All American' status for the 2021 
/ 2022 year.

Award criteria are based on partici-
pation in various VFW Programs, such 
as Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen, 
National Citizenship Education 
Teacher Awards, EMT and Law 
Enforcement Officer of the 
year, Buddy Poppy distri-
bution, National Military 
Services fundraiser, and 
National Veterans Service.

The VFW Post must 
maintain an internet pres-
ence and marketing 
of VFW programs as 
monitored by the Na-
tional Headquarters.

Additionally, the Post 
must maintain and in-
crease membership from 
the previous VFW year at over 101%. 

New criteria for the VFW Post include 
community impact, which must also be 
maintained and improved based on the 
previous VFW years to fit unmet veterans' 
needs, including helping needy veterans 
with housing, food, clothing and other 
needs. 

This criterion was modified for the La 
Mirada VFW as their previous few years 
saw no community outreach and mini-
mum community impact.

This month, at the 123rd National 
VFW Convention in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, La Mirada will be recognized with 

the All American Achievement award. 
VFW 9148 will officially be recog-

nized in August for All-State, although 
9148 met the achievement before the Cal-
ifornia State Convention in June of 2022.

The distinction will include Post Com-
mander Angelo Gandalf Maldonado, JD 
and Quartermaster Jeff Enomoto, Past 
Commander, being presented a red-white-
and-blue cap for All American and a white 
and gold trimmed cap for All-State.

These caps will replace the 
brown and gold-trimmed 

Fort Knox-style cap. 
Additionally, each 

VFW member of the La 
Mirada Post who was a 
member during the year 
will be allowed to order 
and wear the distinc-
tive red-white-and-blue 
cap.

The official caps 
change will occur at the 

Veterans Day Ceremony 
on November 11, 2022, in-
cluding the Veterans Salute.

Over the past several years, the VFW 
has successfully recruited new members 
into the organization. 

The only way to make this success 
permanent is to retain those members, re-
cover past members, and continue to re-
cruit new veterans into our ranks. 

To do this, a Post must improve com-
munication within the membership. 

This includes conveying information 
on news and training through newslet-
ters, emails, social media, and outreach 
teams which are the most effective ways 
to maintain communication.

By Tammye McDuff

As part of Downey's ongoing beauti-
fication and upkeep, two original parks 
will get some tender loving care; Tem-
ple Park and Crawford Park are among 
the remaining parks in the city that are 
scheduled for a facelift and renova-
tions.

Temple Park is located at 7132 Tem-
ple Cole Street, and Crawford Park is 
located at 7000 Dinwiddie Street.

Named in honor of Councilman 
Scott E. Temple, one of the early sup-
porters of the park district, Temple Park, 
a quaint half-acre property on Cole 
Street, opened in 1968. Crawford Park 
followed in April of 1970. 

Set on a triangular 2-acre plot of 
land, previously owned by the Edison 

Company, Crawford Park commemo-
rates the life of Downey pioneer Judge 
Matson Crawford who helped establish 
this community along with John Gately 
Downey. It remained Crawford Street 
from 1873 until 1935, when a group of 
local realtors launched a campaign to 
change the name to Downey Avenue, in 
honor of Downey, who served as gov-
ernor of California from 1860-62. Nev-
ertheless, Crawford's name still lives on 
through Crawford Park.

Ground-breaking was held at both 
parks on Wednesday, July 13, signaling 
the beginning of new playground appa-
ratus and equipment, new surfacing, and 
park amenities for both. 

Temple and Crawford Park renova-
tions are scheduled to be completed in 
August of this year.

Parks Continue to Get Renovated in Downey

MAYOR BLANCA PACHECO and the Downey Parks & Rec Department break 
ground on new amenities for Temple Park.

La Mirada VFW Honored, Named 'All American'

Replica of hat to be 
presented to Post 9148.
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Unique Food at 
O.C. Fair Starts Friday

The annual OC Fair returns and that 
means it's time for unexpected combi-
nations of sweet and savory treats to 
eat.

New items range from a float 
topped with hot Cheetos to a brand-
new take on potstickers and even a 
sandwich topped with Cap'n Crunch.

There are also three new conces-
sionaires who will tempt fairgoers 
during the 23-day run of the Fair, July 
15-Aug. 14. 

And the $4 Taste of the Fair is back 
on Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
when fairgoers can try sample-size ver-
sions of Fair food. 

Also new this year is the Blend-
er Bar - guests mix up their own 
smoothies or margaritas by peddling 
a special blender bike located in the 
Culinary Arts Building where chef 
demonstrations, eating contests and 
more will take place daily.

Advance admission purchase is re-
quired – no transaction fees – and daily 

capacity is limited; visit ocfair.com. 
Tickets must be purchased for specific 
days and some days are expected to 
sell out.

New concessionaires this year 
are:

• Garlicky's - Garlic dogs, garlic 
sausages, garlic chicken kabobs

• Sweets By Cardinali - Milkshakes, 
ice cream, frozen bananas

• Moongoat Coffee - Vegan and 
gluten-free pastries, coffee

New foods include:
• Kool-Aid Chicken Sandwich 

(made with cherry Kool-Aid)- Chicken 
Charlie's

• Deluxe Avocado Toast (topped 
with onions and tomatoes) - Ten Pound 
Buns

• Hot Cheeto Chicken Sandwich - 
Biggy's

• Potstickers with Hot Cheetos 
batter (chicken and vegetables inside) - 
Chicken Charlie's Pineapple Express

• Nashville Hot Chicken Sandwich 
- Biggy's

• Flaming Hot Ten Pound Bun 
(topped with Hot Cheetos) - Ten Pound 
Buns

• Hot Cheeto Float (lemon-lime 
float topped with Hot Cheetos) - Big-
gy's and Candy Factory

• Cap'n Crunch Chicken Sandwich 
(topped with cereal) - Biggy's

• Flaming Hot Cheeseburger 
(topped with Hot Cheetos) - Biggy's

New at at the 2022 OC Fair is a 
Food Guide - guests can pick up a food 
listing and map at any of the informa-
tion booths.

As always, fairgoers will enjoy 
their annual favorites including classic 
funnel cakes, serious BBQ, deep-fried 
treats, cinnamon rolls, family-sized 
pizza, exotic floats, ice cream and 
everything on a stick. There are many 
options to share.

Things to know before you go
• The Fair will be open Wednesday 

through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. on 
weekdays (Wednesday, Thursday) and 
11 a.m. to midnight weekends (Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday).

• General admission is $12 on 
weekdays (Wednesday, Thursday) and 
$14 general admission on weekends 

(Friday, Saturday and Sunday). Tickets 
for seniors 60+ and kids 6-12 are $7 all 
days.

• Parking is $10 for cars and motor-
cycles and $20 for buses and limos.

• Tickets are on sale now and must 
be purchased in advance with no fees 
on ocfair.com. Fairgoers should make 
sure to get tickets for special days and 
group adventures now.

• Performances in Pacific Amphi-
theatre, The Hangar and Action Sports 
Arena during fair-time include same-
day Fair admission. 

• Unlimited ride carnival wristbands 
are back this year for $49 during the 
Fair. The one-day wristbands can be 
used Wednesdays and Thursdays, must 
be redeemed by 5 p.m. and include 
unlimited rides and two free games; 
guests can ride and play from 11 a.m. 
till 8 p.m. 

• Carnival ride and game tickets can 
also be bought online and are $1.25 
each. Tickets required for each ride 
range from two to 14 tickets and games 
require between two and eight tickets 
each. For more information on this 
year's rides and games, visit ocfair.com

NO LUCKY CHARMS? 
The Cap'n Crunch 
Chicken Sandwich.

NO RED FINGERS! The 
Hot Cheetos Float, 
lemon lime float topped 
with flamin' Cheetos.

POTSTICKERS
with flamin' 

Cheetos batter.



8 To advertise call 562-407-3873LosCerritosNews.net JULY 15, 20228

LOREN KOPFF CELEBRATES 25 YEARS AT  LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS

PROGRAMS RISE WHILE OTHERS TAKE A 
FEW STEPS BACK DURING THE MIDDLE YEARS 
By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on Twitter

Editor’s note: This is the third part of a 
series looking back at the past 25 years as 
a member of the Los Cerritos Community 
News.

Throughout the middle years of 
my 25 years at the Los Cerritos 
Community News, I covered 
several athletic programs mak-
ing waves to become respect-

able while those who were on top of their 
leagues, or even the CIF-SS, would find that 
it’s not easy being the favorites.

The last of December 2007 saw both the 
Gahr High and V.C. High girls basketball 
teams take part in the Gahr Xmas Classic. 
While V.C. would win three straight games 
to claim the consolation championship, the 
Gladiators lost to Dominguez High in the 
third place game; 60 fouls called, a com-
bined 90 trips to the free throw line and 
seven players fouling out. Gahr converted 
38 of 60 free throws in a 67-63 loss.

Weeks later, Norwalk High’s girls bas-
ketball team defeated city rival John Glenn 
High 61-35. The significance of that victory 
was it was the first win over the Eagles in 
five years and gave the Lancers, with first-
year head coach Richard Drake, who once 
coached at Glenn, a step up in what would 
be the first of eight straight trips to the CIF-
Southern Section divisional playoffs. Even-
tually, the Lancers would end up with the 
program’s first winning season since the 
1994-1995 campaign.

Staying with the City of Norwalk theme, 
the Glenn girls soccer team edged Norwalk 
2-1 for the consolation championship of its 
own tournament. The game was decided on 
penalty kicks (5-4) and was one of 13 wins 
on the season for Glenn, which would get to 
the playoffs for the second straight season. 
Tough times would haunt the program after 
the 2007-2008 season as it has not been back 

to the playoffs and has won a combined 23 
games in the past 14 seasons.

That season, I did a small article on cur-
rent Artesia High girls basketball head coach 
Mollie Williams signing her letter of intent 
to play at the University of Washington. 
Three games after making the announce-
ment, Williams scored 22 points to help the 
Pioneers snap a nine-game winning streak 
by Cerritos High in a 55-45 win. 

The V.C. boys basketball team would 
win the Alpha League of the Gold Coast 
Conference, the program’s first league title 
since 1991, and would advance to the Di-
vision IV-A championship game where it 
would knock off Twentynine Palms High 
60-45. The Crusaders, under head coach 
Bryan Branderhorst, who was in his second 
of 12 seasons at the helm, completed the 
season with a 27-4 mark. 

One of the highlights of the spring came 
from Glenn where the baseball team fin-
ished with a 15-11 record and advanced to 
the playoffs for the first time since 1997. 
Gahr’s softball team would lose to Trabuco 
Hills High in the quarterfinals of the presti-
gious Woodbridge Tournament. The Gladi-
ators would later win their second straight 
San Gabriel Valley League title and advance 
to the quarterfinals. 

The Cerritos boys tennis team would 
be the top seed for the Division IV playoffs 
and defeated Rowland High 10-8 in the final 
match for head coach Jim Chapel, who had 
been at Cerritos for 18 seasons. Meanwhile, 
both Cerritos swimming teams would fin-
ish in second place in the CIF-SS Division 
III finals while the Cerritos College softball 
team claimed its second state championship 
defeating Mt. San Antonio College 5-1. 

At the CIF State Track and Field Cham-
pionships, Gahr’s Aaron Bradley finished in 
a tie for second place in the long jump with 
a mark of 23’ 1 ¼ “, which he accomplished 
on his sixth and final jump. He was trying to 
become the school’s fourth state champion.

In June, the Cerritos Girls Softball As-

sociation’s 10-Under All-Stars won the 
Amateur Softball Association’s Los Ange-
les/South Bay District ‘B’ Tournament and 
eventually advanced to the Western Na-
tionals while that team and 14-Under All-
Stars advanced to the State Championships, 
which were held in San Diego in conjunc-
tion with the 20th Annual California State 
Games. The Artesia Punishers 18-Under 
travel softball team would compete in the 
ASA Nationals in Moline, IL while the 16-
Under team was heading to the Western Na-
tionals in Portland and the 14-Under team 
going to Clovis for the Western Nationals.

Vince LaRosa would be Artesia foot-
ball’s head coach for one season in the fall, 
but guided the Pioneers to a 7-4 record, a 
second place finish in the Suburban League 
and the program’s fourth trip to the playoffs 
in five seasons. Gahr was heading to the 
postseason for the second straight season, 
and that wasn’t the big news coming from 
the Gladiators. 

Quarterback Corey Nielsen was climb-
ing up the Nielsen Ratings, no pun attended, 
and would be an Old Spice Red Zone Player 
of the Year. Nielsen passed for 3,032 yards, 
good for fourth most in the state for the 2008 
season, and 30 touchdowns. 

The Gladiators even defeated longtime 
SGVL favorite Dominguez 42-35 for the 
program’s first win over the Dons since 
1993. While the numbers were piling up 
for the Gahr program, the same was being 
done at Norwalk under first-year head coach 
Jesse Ceniceros, who guided the team to an 
8-5 mark and a trip to the semifinals with his 
double wing offensive running attack.

The biggest news in volleyball was 
longtime Gahr head coach and legend Son-
ny Okamoto missed the playoffs for the first 
time in 23 seasons. Gahr had a 13-14 season 
and tied for third place in the SGVL. 

The Cerritos boys water polo team 
would win the program’s third CIF-SS divi-
sional title after taking care of Malibu High 
13-6 in Division IV action.

The boys basketball season would be-
gin with Cerritos slamming Gahr 90-67 in 
the annual December city tilt. From 1999 to 
2008, neither team had won by more than 
12 points or scored 90 points. 

The 2008-2009 season would also see 
Gahr tie for third place in the SGVL but 
make it to the Division III-A finals where 
it would lose to Harvard-Westlake High 87-
75. Two games into the state playoffs, the 
teams would meet again where Gahr lost to 
the Wolverines again, this time 97-77.

In girls basketball, Norwalk was slow-
ly showing that it can compete with the 
big targets of the Suburban League and in 
early January, the Lancers stunned the de-
fending champions, Cerritos 45-42 for the 
program’s first win over the Dons. Cerritos 
would avoid the season-sweep a few weeks 
later and finish in second place while Nor-
walk clinched fourth place. 

The biggest story coming out of girls 
soccer was Artesia, which went to the play-
offs for the first time in school history after 
finishing 10-10-2 overall and 6-6 in league. 
The Pioneers would fall to Laguna Beach 
High 2-1 in overtime but would mark the 
beginning of eight straight trips to the post-
season. Also in girls soccer, V.C. went back 
to the finals for the third time in five seasons 

but this time, fell to South Torrance High.
The Punishers and the CGSA would 

host the Calgary Diamond Devils for a two-
day event at Artesia Park that was set up by 
Bob Medina, president of the Punishers, 
and Dave George of the San Diego Power 
Surge. In girls water polo, Cerritos earned 
the program’s first CIF-SS divisional crown 
when the Dons defeated Warren High 10-9. 

As the winter season ended, I would do 
one last feature on former Cerritos three-
sport athlete Lauren Kamiyama, who left 
Chapman University as the school’s all-
time leader in assists (424) and steals (242), 
which still stands, and three-pointers (174), 
which is currently third best. She played in 
106 games, which is currently tied for the 
fourth most by any Panther player.

Gahr’s attempt for a third straight league 
crown in softball would come to an end as 
the Gladiators stumbled to an 11-16 record, 
third place and a wild card playoff loss. In 
contrast, Norwalk sent shockwaves through 
the Suburban League and shared a piece of 
the Suburban League title as part of a 19-9 
overall record. The only blemish to Nor-
walk’s perfect league mark would be a 7-0 
loss to La Mirada High, which at that time, 
was the recipient of a ninth straight league 
title. It wouldn’t be until this past spring that 
the program would eclipse that win total by 
one.

Also in the spring of 2009, Whitney 
High failed to put together a softball team, 
the first time it happened to the program in 
my tenure at the LCCN. In track and field, 
Bradley would make a return visit to the 
state preliminaries and would be joined by 
Artesia’s Aaron Craver, Gahr’s Shaan John-
son and both Artesia 4 x 400 relay teams.

At the end of the spring season, I did a 
feature on V.C.’s Eleanor Dykstra, who was 
retiring as the school’s longtime athletic di-
rector, something she had done for nearly 40 
years. On July 1, former Mayfair High ath-
letic director Zac Chan would take over.

Later in the summer, I interviewed an-
other former area baseball player who was 
in the Major’s. First it was Kirk Saarloos 
(V.C./Oakland A’s). This time, it was Kris 
Medlen, ex of Gahr and the Atlanta Braves. 
I would catch up with Medlen when the 
Braves were facing the San Diego Padres at 
Petco Park.

The football season was here and three 
games in, a coaching change was made at 
Artesia where Joe Veach took over as Aaron 
Craver was forced to resigned after not let-
ting one of his assistants do the play call-
ing at the request of principal Sergio Garcia. 
Veach would be the program’s head coach 
for the next seven full seasons.

Gahr would capture the Silver Milk 
Barrel with wins over Artesia and Cerritos 
and get to the playoffs for the second time 
in three seasons. The Gladiators, though, 
would not see the playoffs again until 2016. 
Norwalk would post the most wins the pro-
gram would have (11) but fell in the semi-
finals for the second straight season. This 
time, Garden Grove High ended Norwalk’s 
dream in a 35-23 decision. 

Off the gridiron, Artesia would make 
changes to William J. Atkins Stadium as the 
dirt track would be replaced with the more 
common all-weather surface. The wood-

LOREN KOPFF

[See 25 YEARS page 9]
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the tournament, but with the emergence of 
travel ball, more players were choosing that 
over recreational ball. Still, a pair of CGSA 
All-Star teams advanced to the state tourna-
ment.

The Norwalk Girls Softball Associa-
tion’s 18-U All-Stars became that organiza-
tion’s first team to win a state championship 
and the Artesia Punishers 18 Gold team went 
to Colorado where it claimed the champion-
ship of the prestigious Triple Crown Sports 
Colorado Sparkler Tournament, defeating 
the (Sugarland, TX) Stealth Gold 6-0. 

My 15th year at the LCCN would con-
clude with little going on with the area 
football or girls volleyball teams in terms 
of success. La Mirada and Norwalk went 
to the playoffs with the latter tying for sec-
ond place in league and getting as far as the 
quarterfinals. When Norwalk faced Glenn 
for the Mayor’s Cup, Rashaad Penny broke 
the school record for most touchdowns in a 
season, which reached 24 at that point. 

In girls volleyball, Vo ended his six-year 
tenure as the head coach for Cerritos girls 
volleyball, finishing in fourth place while 
Murray guided Gahr to a 12-10 record and 
a second place finish in the SGVL. But the 
Gladiators were ousted in the first round of 
the playoffs for the fourth of what would be 
seven straight seasons.

The biggest football story came out of 
Cerritos on Sept. 19 where the varsity pro-
gram cancelled all six league games and 
moved to junior varsity status for the rest of 
the season, citing dwindling numbers within 
the program. In the first four games of the 
season, the Dons were outscored 234-0 
and numerous players were getting injured, 
some serious.

The Cerritos girls tennis team went back 
to the CIF-SS Division IV finals where it 
destroyed Redlands High 14-4 for the pro-
gram’s first title, capping off a 25-0 season 
and as the fall season was coming to an end, 
I did a feature on Artesia girls soccer goal-
keeper Itzel Gonzalez, who was selected to 
the Under 20 Mexico National Team where 
it competed in the FIFA U-20 Women’s 
World Cup a few months earlier in Japan.

The basketball season would begin with 
the Gahr boys routing Cerritos 95-59 for its 
fifth win in six games of the season. Later in 
December, Cerritos would begin its Staples 
Center rivalry with Downey High in a 64-
49 loss. In girls action, Whitney took home 
the consolation championship of the Glenn/
Norwalk Tournament while Norwalk lost in 
the third place game. Whitney would then 
win third place in the V.C. Tournament. 
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splintered bleachers were replaced with the 
current metal bleachers and a vertical fence 
now stands where a chained fence once 
stood prior to the 2010 season.

In girls volleyball, Cerritos played to a 
remarkable 25-4 season, a perfect league 
mark and a trip to the Division III-A finals 
under head coach Khanh Vo. The Dons 
would lose to Mayfield High in four sets.

The 2009-2010 winter season would see 
an improving Norwalk boys program, under 
the tutelage of head coach Jim Webster, who 
was in his eighth season, but was about to 
post 16 wins, the most for the program up 
to that point and a number that held until the 
2019-2020 season. Among the highlights of 
that season were the Lancers going to the 
semifinals of the Leon Davis Holiday Clas-
sic at Whittier Christian High and finishing 
in a tie for second place in league.

The Gahr boys team began the season 
with 14 straight wins on its way to a 27-6 
campaign and a trip to the semifinals in the 
playoffs. In a rare feat, the Gladiators swept 
the season series from Dominguez.

When Glenn visited Norwalk late in the 
season, it was one of the worst offensive 
performances from Glenn, the Eagles con-
nected on five field goals but still held on for 
a 41-38 victory thanks in part to shooting 30 
of 47 from the free throw line and Norwalk 
turning the ball over 40 times. 

The V.C. girls made a return trip to the 
finals for the first time since 2004 but lost 
to Serra High 66-47 and in boys soccer ac-
tion, Norwalk lost a quarterfinal game for 
the second time in five seasons despite its 
second straight league crown.

In the pool, the Cerritos girls water polo 
team made it two championships in a row 
with a 10-9 win over La Quinta High. 

Towards the end of the baseball season, 
Norwalk’s attempt of a rare season sweep 
over La Mirada was foiled when Kyle Harp-
er tossed a complete game four-hitter in an 
8-0 win. Also in baseball, Gahr wrapped up 
a 20-11 season by going to the semifinals.

Gahr softball was clinging to third place 
and a trip to the playoffs but had to forfeit 
four league games because of the use of an 
ineligible player and would up 5-20, the 
program’s worst record in over 25 seasons. 

And in track and field, only the Gahr 
boys 4 x 400 relay team of Jereme Hick-
len, Delshawn McClellon, Josh Perkins and 
Dwayne Washington advanced to the Mas-
ters Meet.

The summer of 2010 would mark the 
first and only time that the USA/ASA 18-U 
‘A” Nationals were held in SoCal. The des-
tination for the Artesia Punishers would be 
Hemet and the newly opened Diamond Val-
ley Lake Community Park. 

The biggest news from the fall season 
was the Artesia girls volleyball team finish-
ing with a 10-14 overall record, and 6-6 in 
league, good enough for the program’s first 
trip to the playoffs since 1996. To this point, 
the 10 wins are the most by any Artesia girls 
volleyball team in my time covering the pro-
gram and the Pioneers would not reach the 
playoffs again until 2021. Only three area 
volleyball teams would get to the playoffs, 
none getting out of the second round, and 
only the La Mirada and Norwalk football 
teams advanced to the postseason.

Early in the girls basketball season, 
Glenn won the consolation championship 
of its own co-hosted tournament with Nor-
walk while in the V.C. Tournament, Gahr 
and the host Crusaders met in the final pool 
play game for the right to play in the cham-
pionship game. Gahr would win the battle 
of Artesia Blvd., then fall to North Torrance 
High in the finals.

The Suburban League would get a 
change in its scheduling format for its bas-
ketball games as the customary girls/boys 
varsity doubleheader was replaced with the 

girls at one site and the boys at the other site. 
The move was partly made for financial rea-
sons and partly to give varsity coaches to 
watch their lower level teams more.

In boys basketball, it was Richard Rop-
er’s first season as Gahr’s head coach and 
all he did was take the Gladiators to the 
Division II-A championship game where 
his team defeated Mayfair 63-48 for the 
school’s first title. Gahr would end that 
season with a 26-8 record and the program 
would not record another season of at least 
20 wins until four years later.

The Artesia girls soccer team was en-
joying its best league season in school his-
tory and when it was all said and done, the 
Pioneers had won a school record 10 league 
contests and finished in second place. How-
ever, the team would get bounced out in the 
first round of the playoffs.

In softball, Cerritos prepared for its 
home and home series with La Mirada by 
having Kaylani Minami, then a sophomore, 
and Rachel Fitterer, then a freshman, com-
bine on a no-hitter in a 12-0 win against 
Bellflower High. The Dons would end the 
season as co-champions of the league as 
they beat La Mirada 2-0 for their first win 
over the Matadores since May 5, 2000.

A month before school ended, I inter-
viewed another V.C. coaching legend as 
longtime football head coach Mike Wun-
derley, who last coached the Crusaders in 
2002, was retiring as an administrator of the 
school.

The V.C. boys volleyball team would 
get the program’s second CIF-SS divisional 
title in defeating Burroughs High in four 
sets while Cerritos’ Neehar Thakor and 
V.C.’s Jesse Boom advanced to the Mas-
ters Meet in the pole vault and high jump 
respectively.

In the summer, history was made with a 
pair of CGSA All-Star teams as the 10-Un-
der “Swag” and 14-Under “Impact” teams 
qualified for the ASA ‘B’ State Champion-
ships, marking the first time that two CGSA 
All-Star teams had advanced that far. Ra-
chel Barajas, Haley Lamb and Justina Peko 
became the first CGSA All-Stars to have 
played in two ASA ‘B’ Western Nationals.

And the summer wrapped up with the 
inaugural Premier Girls Fastpitch National 
Championships with the Artesia Punishers 
16-Under team as one of the original par-
ticipants. 

The 2011 football season was upon 
us and two days before its season opener 
against Gabrielino High, Chad Reed re-
signed as Cerritos’ head coach. Shonyta 
Pouncey would take over for one season.

Norwalk would have its worst season in 
the Ceniceros era as the Lancers went 3-8, 
but still went to the playoffs. Among those 
eight losses was a 70-14 setback to Los 
Alamitos High in the season opener. Gahr 
would win its third straight Milk Barrel 
and would reign supreme again in the ABC 
School District while in girls volleyball, 
Cerritos won its third straight league title. 
During that stretch, the Dons went 58-21 
overall and 34-2 in league.

In cross country, the Cerritos girls finally 
snapped La Mirada’s 10-year league domi-
nance and captured a league title for the first 
time since 1998. The Cerritos girls tennis 
team, enjoying its best season in school his-
tory, would fall to Buckley High 10-8 in the 
Division IV finals.

The girls basketball season would begin 
with Norwalk winning the program’s sec-
ond preseason tournament as the Lancers 
crushed Paramount High 64-33 in the fi-
nals of the Pioneer Tournament while in the 
35th annual V.C. tournament, Gahr defeated 
North Torrance 63-38 in the championship 
game.

As the calendar turned to 2012, the 
Glenn boys basketball team was one quarter 
away from pulling off probably its biggest 
upset in school history. The Eagles led Ar-
tesia 65-63 but were outscored 10-4 in the 

final stanza to end any hopes of the surprise 
win. Glenn finished the season with three 
wins while Artesia made another trip to the 
playoffs in Greg Taylor’s final season as 
head coach. 

January also saw Okomoto step down 
as the Gahr girls volleyball head coach. He 
was replaced by one of his former players, 
Iris Murray, now Iris Najera. Okomoto had 
been with the Gahr volleyball program for 
32 years, all but five at the varsity level, and 
compiled a 355-225 record, winning a CIF-
SS divisional championship in 1986 and in 
1988.

For the third time in the last 12 seasons, 
the Artesia boys soccer team went through 
league play without a loss, going 11-0-1 on 
its way to a second straight visit to the quar-
terfinals. 

In girls soccer, Artesia hosted a playoff 
game for the first time and fell to Pacifica 
High 2-1 under the lights. Also making his-
tory was the Norwalk girls basketball team, 
which won the program’s first playoff game 
in a 56-38 win over Beverly Hills High. 

On to the softball season where an in-
flux of freshmen began their stellar careers 
at Cerritos and it began with the Dons win-
ning the consolation championship of the 
Brea Olinda Tournament, scoring 34 runs 
and pounding out 50 hits in four games. 
Weeks later, the school christened its new 
softball digs as a permanent outfield fence 
along with all new netting was put in.

And later in the season, I would do a 
team and starting lineup comparison on 
the potential of the Dons winning their first 
league outright title in 12 years. At the time, 
Cerritos was 9-1 in league but would end 
the season with two straight losses and fin-
ished in a tie for second place. But, through 
10 league contests, the 2012 team was put-
ting up far better offensive numbers than the 
2000 team that went 31-2 overall and 12-0 
in league. The 2000 team, though, would 
have better pitching numbers.

In early April, V.C. girls basketball shot-
ting sensation Kari Korver participated in 
American Family Insurance High School 
Slam Dunk and 3-point Championships in 
New Orleans. She would win the event, de-
feating Shilpa Tummala 19-11 in the final 
round. 

The spring season ended with the Whit-
ney boys tennis team went back to the CIF-
SS divisional finals where it fell to Valencia 
High 10-8.

The summer would see the CGSA not 
host a tournament at the Cerritos Sports 
Complex for the first time. The previous 
season, only 15 teams signed up to play in 
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Now more than ever, prevention is 
vital, according to Bridge Publications, 
the Commerce-based all-digital in-
house printing facility for author L. Ron 
Hubbard’s non-fiction works.

 “This community is our home,” says 
Camila Gonzalez, Bridge’s Director of 
Public Relations. “That’s why we reach 
out to empower our neighbors with 
information on how to stay well.”

Gonzalez is referring to a series of 
simple illustrated How to Stay Well 
booklets translated in 21 languages and 
published in Commerce by the Church 
of Scientology Dissemination and 
Distribution Center. In all, the Center 
printed and shipped more than 7 million 
copies for volunteer distribution to 
neighborhoods around the world.

Bridge staff visited shops, clinics, 
restaurants, manufacturing plants, 
police and fire stations in Commerce and 

East LA to provide thousands of these 
Stay Well booklets to employees and 
customers.

 “The information was easy to 
understand and very relevant to the most 
vulnerable members of our community 
on how to stay safe during these difficult 
times,” said Commerce Councilman 
Hugo Argumedo, who brought copies of 
the booklets to local senior centers.

 The assistant supervisor of Trident 
Care health laboratory noted the booklets 
are vital as she had run into many who 
don't see the need to take preventative 
measures. “There are even nurses who 
didn’t understand how or when to isolate 
themselves or their patients,” she said.

“People are doing things that don't 
help and make the current scene worse,” 
said Robert Taylor, Commerce Industrial 
Council Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director. “These booklets 
give them the knowledge of how to 
keep themselves and others safe.” To 

BRIDGE STAFF visited shops, clinics, restaurants, manufacturing plants, police and 
fire stations in Commerce to provide thousands of Stay Well booklets to employees. 
They are seen here at the Smart and Final in Commerce.

Scrum Master Sr.
Anthem, Inc. seeks Scrum Master Sr. in 
Cerritos, CA to manage large portfolio 

of projects for data warehouse and 
utilization management teams providing 

leadership and oversight to a team of 
technical and business managers/ SMEs.  

Apply at 
www.jobpostingtoday.com 

Ref #91721.

get the information out even further, 
Taylor emailed all Commerce Chamber 
members letting them know of Bridge’s 
offer to provide them free booklets.

 Stay Well booklets, signage, and 
more than a dozen brief videos are 
available to read, watch and download 
from the Prevention Resource Center at 
Scientology.org/staywell.

For more information, contact 
Camila Gonzalez at 323 888 6200 or 
cgonzalez@bridgepub.com.

Reset your clocks 
on March 14

Daylight saving time begins on 
Sunday, March 14. When setting your 
clocks forward one hour, replace the 
batteries in your smoke alarms and check 
the units to make sure they are functioning 
properly. 

A typical smoke alarm has a life span 
of approximately 10 years. A properly 
functioning smoke alarm can greatly 
reduce the risks of death and/or injuries 
in the event of a fire.

Join La Palma-Cerritos 
AAUW’s March 
Virtual Zoom Meeting
BY EDNA ETHINGTON

  The public is invited to attend 
the General Meeting of the La Palma-
Cerritos Branch of the American 
Association of University Women 

(AAUW) on 
Thursday, March 
18, 2021. It will 
be a Virtual Zoom 
meeting in the 
evening with a 
Waiting Room 
opening at 6:30 
p.m. 

A presentation at 
7:00 p.m. by guest 

speaker Miryam 
Fernandez will focus 

on her story as “An Immigrant’s Success 
Story of the American Dream.” Miryam 
was born in Peru and came to the United 
States at the age of five. She will be 
telling about her experiences living in 
the United States, serving in the U.S. Air 
Force, and succeeding in her educational 
goals in her teaching career. 

A brief business meeting will follow 
her presentation. 

  Persons interested in joining the La 
Palma-Cerritos Branch’s virtual zoom 
meeting on March 18, 2021, can contact 
Co-Program VP Karen Cox at 562-519-
0596 to receive the Link for the virtual 
meeting.  

A meeting I.D. and Passcode will be 
required to participate in the meeting.

Guest
Miryam 

Fernandez

A public service announcement by Los Cerritos Community News
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 Family Owned & Operated - VigilAirAndHeat.com
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Quality work at fair rates,call us for your free estimate.

Central Heating & Air Conditioning 
Ductless Mini Split Systems Install 

Check us out 
on Yelp!
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We offer a wide range of plumbing services from emergency plumbing to 
commercial plumbing services, our master plumbers are ready 

to handle all jobs large or small at any time during the day or night. 

Over 30 years in business!
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 
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BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.
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ADVERTISE TO OVER 100,000 READERS EVERY WEEK
FREE INTERNET LISTING TOO!

CALL 562.407.3873 
EMAIL - SALES@CERRITOSNEWS.NET

ADVERTISE

 PLUMBING

SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
Proudly serving the city of Cerritos

GOT TRASH? RENT ME!
• Up to 7-day rental
• Next day delivery
• Approximately 350lb. weight capacity
• Ideal for general cleanup projects 
• Extra empties may be ordered for an     
  additional fee.

Call 562.259.1239
calmetservices.com • info@calmetservices.com

DIRECTORY

LOCAL SERVICE DIRECTORY-SHOP LOCAL!

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File Number 2022 128927
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS:  MUSE BY MIDNIGHT 324 S. BEVERLY DRIVE #548 BEVERLY HILLS 
CA 90212. Registered Owner: BRITTANY EVONN ELLEN GRAHAM 324 S. BEVERLY DRIVE #548 BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90212. THIS 
BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED AS A INDIVIDUAL.   The date registrant started to transact business under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above: 5/2020. I declare that all the information in this statement is true and correct. (A registrant who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business and Professions Code that the registrant knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a 
fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000).   /S/ BRITTANY EVONN ELLEN GRAHAM. This statement was filed with the County Clerk 
of Los Angeles on 6/14/22. In accordance with Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five 
years from the date on which it was filed in the of notice of the County Clerk, except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, where it 
expires 40 days after any change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to Section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of a 
registered owner. A new Fictitious Business Name Statement must be filed before the expiration. Effective January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be accompanied by the affidavit of identity form. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights of another under Federal, State or Common Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 7/8, 7/15, 7/22, 7/29/22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File Number 2022 139171
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS:  PS SALON & SPA, 6233 VARIEL AVENUE WOODLAND HILLS CA 
91367; 55 PUBLIC SQUARE STE 2075 CLEVELAND, OH 44113. Registered Owner: SALON PS CALIFORNIA LLC 55 PUBLIC SQUARE 
STE 2075 CLEVELAND, OH 44113. THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED AS A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY.   The date registrant 
started to transact business under the fictitious business name or names listed above: N/A. I declare that all the information in this statement is 
true and correct. (A registrant who declares as true any material matter pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business and Professions Code that the 
registrant knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000).   /S/ JOHN POLATZ. 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles on 6/24/22. In accordance with Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the date on which it was filed in the of notice of the County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to Section 17913 
other than a change in the residence address of a registered owner. A new Fictitious Business Name Statement must be filed before the expiration. 
Effective January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business Name Statement must be accompanied by the affidavit of identity form. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights of another under Federal, State or 
Common Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business and Professions Code). 7/8, 7/15, 7/22, 7/29/22

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
MICHAEL CHAVEZ
CASE NO. 22STPB04163
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
MICHAEL CHAVEZ.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by TONI I. CHAVEZ in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that TONI I. CHAVEZ be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and any codicils are available for 
examination in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed ac-
tion.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 08/10/22 at 8:30AM in Dept. 11 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGE-
LES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JOSEPH G. DAVIS - SBN 76197
1100 W. TOWN & COUNTRY RD., #1250
ORANGE CA 92868
7/15, 7/22, 7/29/22
CNS-3603398#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

La Mirada Crime
July 04, 2022 - July 10, 2022

Notable Arrests
A suspect was arrested for felony evad-

ing and driving under the influence; 11 sus-
pects were arrested throughout La Mirada 
for various violations.

Robbery
A robbery by force was reported on the 

13100 block of Springford Dr.  A cashbox 
was reported stolen; A cell phone was sto-
len during a late night robbery by force on 
the 15000 block of Excelsior Dr.

Aggravated Assault
An early morning assault with a knife 

was reported near the intersection of Alon-
dra Blvd. and Valley View Ave. No injuries 
were reported. The suspect was arrested.

Other Structure Burglary
 Cash was stolen during an early morn-

ing door smash burglary on the 15700 
block of Imperial Hwy; An early morn-
ing door smash burglary was reported on 
the 15300 block of Santa Gertrudes Ave;  
Several wood pallets were stolen during an 
early morning burglary on the 14400 block 
of Artesia Blvd; Diesel Fuel and wood pal-
lets were reported stolen during an early 
morning burglary on the 16400 block of 
Valley View Ave.

Vehicle Burglary
A wallet was stolen during a daytime 

burglary on the 13700 block of Adelfa Dr.
Grand Theft
 A daytime theft of medication was re-

ported on the 15200 block of Rosecrans; 
A vehicle light bar was stolen during an 
overnight theft on the 14500 block of Val-
ley View Ave; A catalytic converter was 
reported stolen during a late night theft 
on the 11800 block of La Mirada Blvd; 

An early morning theft of a catalytic con-
verter was reported on the 12900 block of 
El Moro Ave.

Grand Theft Auto
• A van was reported stolen on the 

13500 block of De Alcala Dr; A sedan 
was reported stolen near the intersection 
of Alicante Rd. and Manecita Dr.; A sedan 
was reported stolen near the intersection of 
Rosecrans Ave. and De Alcala Dr;  A stolen 
SUV was recovered on the 15900 block of 
Alicante Rd. 

Whittier Might Prosecute 
City Misdemeanors

 The Whittier City Council received a 
presentation from staff that would allow 
Whittier voters to decide if the city should 
prosecute its own misdemeanor offenses. 

Discussion during its regular July 12 
meeting, centered around the financial 
unknowns associated with taking over all 
prosecutions.  “Our police department has 
made over 700 misdemeanor arrests since 
December 2020, only to have those arrests 
not prosecuted due to the District Attor-
ney’s Special Directive 20-07.  We have 
the opportunity as a charter city to address 
those prosecutions if the people of Whittier 
agree, to add a city prosecutor. However, 
the costs and infrastructure to do so must 
be further investigated," said Mayor Joe 
Vinatieri. 

As of July 12, 2022, no formal action 
was taken by the Whittier City Council to 
advance the ballot language. 

The City Council agreed to table the 
proposed ballot language until the next 
eligible election if necessary. For more in-
formation, please contact the Whittier City 
Clerk at (562) 567-9850.
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TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS

IRFAN KHAN AND KARLA AGUIRRE  filed a petition with this court for a decree changing name as follows: HAMZA 
IRFAN KHAN, HANIA IRFAN KHAN, HARIS IRFAN KHAN TO HAMZA IRFAN QURESHI, HANIA IRFAN QURESHI 
, HARIS IRFAN QURESHI. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name should not be granted. Any person object-
ing to the name changes described above must file a written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at least two 
days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection is timely filed, the court may grant a petition without a hearing. Court date 07/27/22, 10:00 
am, Dept C, RM 312. Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 6/24, 7/1, 7/8, 7/15/22. Case number 22NWCP00171

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ES-TATE OF GEORGE E. GUTIERREZ aka GEORGE EFRAIN GUTIERREZ
Case No. 22STPB06050
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may other-wise be interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of GEORGE E. GUTIERREZ aka GEORGE EFRAIN GUTIERREZ
 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by Fanny Pena in the Superior Court of Califor-nia, County of LOS ANGELES.
 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that Fanny Pena be appointed as personal repre-sentative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
 THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Admin-istration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative to take many actions with-out obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal rep-resentative will be required to give notice to inter-ested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
 A HEARING on the petition will be held on July 25, 2022 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 67 located at 111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 
90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contin-gent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representa-tive, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mail-ing or personal delivery 
to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
 Other California statutes and legal au-thority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowl-
edgeable in California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request 
for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
DINA B DREIZLER ESQ
SBN 164908
ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER
27TH FLR
LONG BEACH CA 90831-2700
CN987962 GUTIERREZ Jul 1,8,15, 2022

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
MICHAEL CHAVEZ
CASE NO. 22STPB04163
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of MI-
CHAEL CHAVEZ.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by TONI I. CHAVEZ in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that TONI I. CHAVEZ be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and any codicils are available for examina-
tion in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 08/10/22 at 8:30AM in Dept. 11 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JOSEPH G. DAVIS - SBN 76197
1100 W. TOWN & COUNTRY RD., #1250
ORANGE CA 92868
7/15, 7/22, 7/29/22
CNS-3603398#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File Number 2022 114543
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS:  MR. GAZPACHO, 2625 24TH ST APT A, SANTA MONICA, CA 90405  
Registered Owner: CASA PASTA LLC, 2625 24TH ST APT A, SANTA MONICA, CA 90405. THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED AS A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY.   The date registrant started to transact business under the fictitious business name or names listed above: N/A. 
I declare that all the information in this statement is true and correct. (A registrant who declares as true any material matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and Professions Code that the registrant knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).   /S/ CLAUDIO CARBONI. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles on 5/26/22. In accordance 
with Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the date on which it was filed in 
the of notice of the County Clerk, except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any change in the facts 
set forth in the statement pursuant to Section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of a registered owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed before the expiration. Effective January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business Name Statement must be accompanied by 
the affidavit of identity form. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another under Federal, State or Common Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business and Professions Code). 6/24, 7/1, 7/8/, 7/15/22

CITY OF COMMERCE, NOTICE INVITING FORMAL BIDS
LAKE ARROWHEAD CAMP COMMERCE REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED RETAINING 

WALL
PROJECT NO. 2021-34F

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Commerce invites electronic bids for the 
above stated project and will receive such bids through City’s PlanetBids Portal by clicking on the 
following link: https://pbsystem.planetbids.com/portal/32906/portal-home, up to the hour of 2:00 PM 
on August 8, 2022. The bids received will be publicly opened approximately 15 minutes after the bid 
submittal deadline.

In order to be considered responsive, all bidders shall visit the project site. The project site visiting 
days/hours are Monday thru Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm located at 465 CA-173, Lake Arrowhead, 
CA 92352

Copies of the Bid Specifications and Contract Documents can be downloaded from City’s Planetbids 
portal.

Bids must be accompanied by a bid bond, made payable to the City of COMMERCE for an amount 
no less than ten percent (10%) of the bid amount. 

Each Bidder shall possess a valid Class B, or Class C-29, or adequate State License. Contractor’s 
license issued by the California State Contractors License Board at the time of the Bid submission

This project is subject to the requirements of SB 854.  Prevailing wages shall be paid to all workers in 
accordance with California Labor Code 1771.  

The successful Contractor and his subcontractors will be required to possess business licenses from 
the City.

The City reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any irregularity, and to take all bids 
under advisement for a period of 60 calendar days.

Any contract entered into pursuant to this notice shall become effective or enforceable against the 
City of COMMERCE only when the formal written contract has been duly executed by the appropri-
ate officers of the City.

All questions regarding this bid shall be uploaded to PlanetBids, no later than 5 working days prior to 
the specified Bid Opening Date. 

BY ORDER of the City of Commerce, California.

Published at Commerce Community News 7/15/24

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF MANUEL E. SOQUENA aka MANUEL ESPINO SOQUENA
Case No. 22STPB06606
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may other-wise be interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of MANUEL E. SOQUENA aka MANUEL ESPINO SOQUENA
 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by Rosalina Sumagaysay Soquena in the Superior Court of California, County of 
LOS ANGELES.
 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that Rosalina Sumagaysay Soquena be appointed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the decedent.
 THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Admin-istration of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions with-out obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
 A HEARING on the petition will be held on August 11, 2022 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 11 located at 111 N. Hill St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con tin-gent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
 Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a 
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
PAUL HORN ESQ
SBN 243227
PAUL HORN LAW GROUP PC
11404 SOUTH STREET
CERRITOS CA 90703
CN988481 SOQUENA Jul 15,22,29, 2022

NOTICE OF ELECTION

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a General Municipal Election will be held in the City 
of Artesia on Tuesday, November 8, 2022, for the following officers:

Three (3) Members of the City Council Full Term of Four Years

The nomination period for these offices begins on Monday, July 18, 2022, and closes on Friday, 
August 12, 2022, at 5:00 p.m.  If an incumbent fail to file his or her nomination by the close of filing, 
the filing period will be extended for five (5) days for all non-incumbents, ending Wednesday, August 
17, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. 

If no one or only two (2) persons are nominated for an elective office, the City Council, at a regular 
or special meeting held before the November 8, 2022 General Municipal Election may adopt one 
of the following courses of action as prescribed by Elections Code Section 10229: (1) if only two 
persons are nominated, appoint the nominated persons to the office; (2) if no one has been nominated, 
appoint eligible electors to the office; or (3) if either no one or only two persons have been nomi-
nated, hold the General Municipal Election on November 8, 2022.

The polls, vote centers and/or vote-by-mail drop-off boxes shall be open and the procedures for sub-
mitting votes-by-mail or votes at polls and vote centers shall be in accordance with those times and 
procedures established by the County of Los Angeles, except as otherwise provided in the Elections 
Code of the State of California.

_________________________
Jennifer Alderete
Acting City Clerk 

Dated, July 7, 2022

Published on July 15, 2022
Posted at City Hall and Albert O. Little Community Center on July 15, 2022

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 7/15/22

APN: 8018-012-016 TS No: CA07000117-22-1 TO No: 2077827 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE (The above statement is made pur-suant 
to CA Civil Code Section 2923.3(d)(1).  The Summary will be provided to Trustor(s) and/or vested owner(s) only, pursuant to CA Civil Code 
Section 2923.3(d)(2).) YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED August 16, 2019.  UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE.  IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-TION OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On August 11, 2022 at 09:00 AM, Vineyard Ballroom, Doubletree 
Hotel Los Angeles-Norwalk, 13111 Sycamore Drive, Norwalk, CA 90650, MTC Financial Inc. dba Trustee Corps, as the duly Appointed Trustee, 
under and pursuant to the power of sale contained in that certain Deed of Trust recorded on August 27, 2019 as Instrument No. 20190865160, of 
official records in the Office of the Recorder of Los Angeles County, California, executed by MARIA CORNEJO, AN UNMARRIED WOMAN, 
as Trustor(s), in favor of MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC, as Beneficiary, as nominee for ROYAL PACIFIC 
FUNDING CORP. as Beneficiary, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER, in lawful money of the United States, all 
payable at the time of sale, that certain property situated in said County, California describing the land therein as: AS MORE FULLY DESCRIBED 
IN SAID DEED OF TRUST The property heretofore described is being sold “as is”.  The street address and other common designation, if any, of 
the real property described above is purported to be: 11929 JERSEY AVENUE, NORWALK, CA 90650 The undersigned Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of the street address and other common designation, if any, shown herein. Said sale will be made without covenant 
or warranty, express or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the Note(s) secured by said 
Deed of Trust, with interest thereon, as provided in said Note(s), advances if any, under the terms of the Deed of Trust, estimated fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligations secured 
by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of this Notice of Trustee’s 
Sale is estimated to be $637,688.84 (Estimated).  However, prepayment premi-ums, accrued interest and advances will increase this figure prior 
to sale.  Beneficiary’s bid at said sale may include all or part of said amount.  In addition to cash, the Trustee will accept a cashier’s check drawn 
on a state or national bank, a check drawn by a state or federal credit union or a check drawn by a state or federal savings and loan association, 
savings association or savings bank specified in Section 5102 of the California Financial Code and authorized to do business in California, or 
other such funds as may be acceptable to the Trustee.  In the event tender other than cash is accepted, the Trustee may withhold the issuance of 
the Trustee’s Deed Upon Sale until funds become available to the payee or endorsee as a matter of right.  The property offered for sale excludes 
all funds held on account by the property receiver, if applicable. If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole 
and exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid to the Trustee and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse. Notice to Potential 
Bidders If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved in bidding at a Trustee auction.  
You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the highest bid at a Trustee auction does not automati-cally entitle you to free 
and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien.  If you are the highest bidder 
at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to 
the property.  You are encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting 
the county recorder's office or a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information.  If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that the same Lender may hold more than one mortgage or Deed of Trust on the property. Notice to Property Owner 
The sale date shown on this Notice of Sale may be post-poned one or more times by the Mortgagee, Beneficiary, Trustee, or a court, pursuant to 
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.  The law requires that information about Trustee Sale postponements be made available to you and 
to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale.  If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the 
rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, you may call Auction.com at 800.280.2832 for information regarding the Trustee's Sale 
or visit the Internet Website address www.Auction.com for information regarding the sale of this property, using the file number assigned to this 
case, CA07000117-22-1.  Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may 
not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Website.  The best way to verify postponement information is to at-
tend the scheduled sale. Notice to Tenant NOTICE TO TENANT FOR FORECLOSURES AFTER JANUARY 1, 2021 You may have a right to 
purchase this property after the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you 
can purchase the property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to 
purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auc-tion. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call 800.280.2832, or visit this internet website www.Auction.com, using the file number 
assigned to this case CA07000117-22-1 to find the date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address 
of the trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s 
sale. Third, you must sub-mit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as 
an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately 
for advice regarding this potential right to purchase. Date: July 6, 2022 MTC Financial Inc. dba Trustee Corps TS No. CA07000117-22-1 17100 
Gillette Ave Irvine, CA 92614 Phone:949.222.1161 TDD: 866-660-4288 By: Loan Quema, Authorized Signatory SALE INFORMATION CAN 
BE OBTAINED ONLINE AT www.Auction.com FOR AUTOMATED SALES INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: Auction.com at 800.280.2832 
Order Number 83677, Pub Dates: 7/15/2022, 7/22/2022, 7/29/2022, LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
AUTUMN SUNGMIN CHO
CASE NO. 22STPB06581
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
AUTUMN SUNGMIN CHO.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by SO YON LEE in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that SO YON LEE be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed ac-
tion.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 08/09/22 at 8:30AM in Dept. 44 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGE-
LES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
DAVID T. MARH - SBN 206917,
MARH & ASSOCIATES
700 S. FLOWER ST., STE 1000
LOS ANGELES CA 90017
7/15, 7/22, 7/29/22
CNS-3603676#
LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File Number 2022 142304
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS:  AKIRAHIN JEWELRY, 283 W. RADCLIFFE DRIVE, CLAREMONT 
CA 91711. Registered Owner: THE EMPIRE INC., DBA EMPIRE JEWELRY, 283 W. RADCLIFFE DRIVE, CLAREMONT CA 91711. THIS 
BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED AS A CORPORATION.   The date registrant started to transact business under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above: 5/22. I declare that all the information in this statement is true and correct. (A registrant who declares as true any material matter 
pursuant to Section 17913 of the Business and Professions Code that the registrant knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a 
fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000).   /S/ MICHELLE HAMILTON. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles 
on 6/28/22. In accordance with Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the 
date on which it was filed in the of notice of the County Clerk, except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to Section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of a registered owner. 
A new Fictitious Business Name Statement must be filed before the expiration. Effective January 1, 2014, the Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the affidavit of identity form. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of another under Federal, State or Common Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code). 7/8/, 7/15, 7/22, 7/29/22
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resolution and unparalleled sensitivity 
– unveils hundreds of previously hidden 
stars, and even numerous background 
galaxies. Several prominent features in 
this image are described below.

-- The “steam” that appears to rise from 
the celestial “mountains” is actually hot, 
ionized gas and hot dust streaming away 
from the nebula due to intenseradiation. 

-- Dramatic pillars rise above the 
glowing wall of gas, resisting the blistering 
ultraviolet radiation from the young stars.

-- Bubbles and cavities are being 
blown by the intense radiation and stellar 
winds of newborn stars.

-- Protostellar jets and outflows, 
which appear in gold, shoot from dust-
enshrouded, nascent stars.

-- A “blow-out” erupts at the top-center 
of the ridge, spewing gas and dust into the 
interstellar medium. 

-- An unusual “arch” appears, looking 
like a bent-over cylinder.

This period of very early star formation 
is difficult to capture because, for an 
individual star, it lasts only about 50,000 
to 100,000 years – but Webb’s extreme 
sensitivity and exquisite spatial resolution 
have chronicled this rare event.

Located roughly 7,600 light-years 
away, NGC 3324 was first catalogued 
by James Dunlop in 1826. Visible from 
the Southern Hemisphere, it is located 
at the northwest corner of the Carina 
Nebula (NGC 3372), which resides in the 
constellation Carina. The Carina Nebula 
is home to the Keyhole Nebula and the 
active, unstable supergiant star called Eta 
Carinae. 

NIRCam was built by a team at the 
University of Arizona and Lockheed 
Martin’s Advanced Technology Center.

years, the numbers showed he missed 
council meetings 25% of the time.

Another factor was Sarega's Dad, 
Ion, who, at the May 10 meeting, was 
removed after berating the council using 
"colorful language."

The City Council selected Anthony 
Otero to serve as mayor for the 2022-23 
term; then Steve De Ruse was selected to 
serve as Mayor Pro Tem, that's when the 
fireworks began.

Present at the meeting was Andrew 
Sarega's brother, David Sarega, who, 
after the meeting adjourned, "went 
berserk," and according to an attendee, 
called DeRuse a "fucking bitch” and 
then physically and verbally confronting 
DeRuse at the dais.

It was a frightening encounter, made 
even worse by the fact that DeRuse is 70 
years old and Sarega looks to be in his 
late 20s.

Making matters worse for Sarega 
he is an Anaheim Police officer earning 
$237,000 annually according to Trans-
parent California  and could get suspend-
ed, or at worse, lose his job.

It got so bad that outgoing Mayor 
Ed Eng stepped in between DeRuse and 
Sarega, with Sarega challenging Eng to 
a fight.

The younger Sarega told Eng , "let's 
take it outside," but cooler heads pre-
vailed; but the damage had been done.

The council immediately reported 
the incident to the La Mirada Sheriffs, in 
addition, HMG-CN has learned that the 
council will file an incident report with 
the Anaheim Police.

APD indicated the case was referred 
to internal affairs "after they read your 
(HMG-CN's) story."

Commission Government Code Section 
Section 1090 “prohibits a councilperson 
from participating in making govern-
ment contracts in which the official 
or employee within the agency has a 
financial interest.”

“Making” a contract includes final 
approval of the agreement, as well as 
involvement in preliminary discussion, 
planning, negation, and solicitation of 
bids. 

An official can have a “financial 
interest” in a contract in a variety of 
ways and it is not limited by the amount 
of the interest or how closely connected 
the official’s interest is to the contract.

“Violations of Section 1090 can 
result in the voiding of contracts, crimi-
nal, civil, and administrative penal-
ties, as well as a ban on holding public 
office.”

As usual, no one in the city an-
swered any questions submitted by 
HMG-CN about the May meeting and 
Johnson's violation of 1090.

July 14 Meeting, Council Finally 
Addresses Violation

At its last council meeting, Cerritos 
took action that Johnson and Vo would 
not in May, telling Johnson she must 
recuse herself before budget discussions 
about the sheriff's department began.

City Attorney Bill Ihrke stated, " 
Councilmember Johnson is an employee 
of the County of Los Angeles and works 
for the Sheriff’s Department, thereby 
potentially having a conflict of interest 
based on her source of income under the 
State’s Political Reform Act and  Fair 
Political Practices Commission (FPPC) 
regulations."

Government Code Section 1090 pro-
hibits an officer, employee, or agency 
from participating in making govern-
ment contracts in which the official 
or employee within the agency has a 
financial interest.

Section 1090 applies to virtually all 
state and local officers, employees, and 
multimember bodies, whether elected 
or appointed, at both the state and local 
level.

Despite the clarity of Section 1090, 
City Attorney Ihrke wanted to ask the 
FPPC for "clarification" of Johnson's 
recusal situation.

"The City Attorney’s Office, pursu-
ant to available procedures at the FPPC, 
will be obtaining from the FPPC a 
determination on whether Councilmem-
ber Johnson has a potential conflict of 
interest for future budget sessions."

On its surface, the city expenditure 
to ask the FPPC seems unwarranted, 
1090 is clear and "prohibits an officer, 
employee, or agency from participat-
ing in making government contracts in 
which the official or employee within 
the agency has a financial interest."

Until the FPPC ruling (which would 
go against many other provisions of the 
Political Reform Act if Johnson was not 
forced to recuse herself) Irkhe stated, 
"Councilmember Johnson 'would like to 
recuse herself' from participating in any 
discussions concerning the budgeting of 
city funds to the Sheriff’s Department 
out of an abundance of caution so as to 
avoid any potential conflict of interest, 
Johnson’s recusal would apply to any 
discussion and vote on funds covered 
and described as Sheriff's or Commu-
nity Safety."

three months beyond the initial three-
month trial period.

In addition, the city added ten new 
automatic license plate reader cameras, 
with installation expected in July.

The cameras will be mounted along 
major entry points into the city; such 
cameras have proven very valuable 
over the past ten years in identify-
ing wanted vehicles entering the city 
and leading to the arrest of over 300 
suspects, many  intent on committing 
crimes in Lakewood.

The city also purchased two radar 
trailers to mitigate traffic and pedestrian 
safety issues, with delivery expected 
this month. The trailers will have mes-
sage boards and license plate reading 
cameras and will be used on streets 
with traffic violation problems.
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Pageant of the Masters 2022 ‘World Wonders’  Honors Early Investigative Journalist Nellie Bly
By Lydia E. Ringwald

The 2022 Pageant of the Masters 
opened July 6 and continues throughout 
the summer until September 2 with living 
tableaux of artworks celebrating the theme 
'Wonderful World.'

This year's Pageant theme 'World Won-
ders' features a world art tour of art mas-
terpieces highlighting a stunning tableau of 
the Parthenon in Athens along with a med-
ley of artworks including art by Swedish 
painter Carl Larsson, Mexican artist Diego 
Rivera, Japanese woodblock artist Toyo-
hara Chikanobu and more.

Stunning tableaux recreations of Tiepo-
lo's 'Carnivale' revelers in Venice along 
with African sculptures are included in 
the 90-minute artwork extravaganza that 
showcases art from a variety of countries 
and cultures throughout the world.

"We're going to do everything we can 
to make sure 'Wonderful World' is full of 
thrills, great stories, beautiful music and 
extraordinary living pictures under the 
stars, commented Pageant Director Diane 
Challis Davy.

A narrative written by Pageant script-
writer Dan Duling binds the artworks into 
the story of Nellie Bly, an early American 
investigative journalist who in 1889 was 
not only the first woman but also the first 
person to travel around the globe.

Inspired by the Jules Verne novel 
'Around the World in 80 Days,' Bly, in 
1889, with sponsorship from The New 
York World newspaper, decided to make 
the fictional account into a reality.

Setting off as a lone woman traveler, 
with only one small satchel and minimal 
funds for the journey discreetly hidden in 
her bodice, Bly completed the tour around 
the world in only 72 days.

The Pageant 2022 classic finale in-

cludes a tableaux recreation of Leonardo 
da Vinci's 'The Last Supper' with the touch-
ing music of the Pageant orchestra's heart-
felt rendering of Massinet's 'Meditation' 
from 'Thais.'

This year, renowned pianist Colin Free-
man performs with the Pageant orchestra. 
Music, dance and festival pageantry add to 
the ambiance.

Those who purchase tickets to the Pag-
eant may also enjoy multiple visits to the 
Festival of Arts. Visitors may bring a pic-
nic and enjoy the ambiance of wandering 
through the maze of artist booths. Here are 
a few highlights of artists in the beautiful 
array of Festival artist booths; visitors may 
find these and discover many more on their 
own.

The variety of artistic expression is 
amazing. David Milton explores historical 
sign art. Larry Marley's charming sculp-
tures capture the fancy. Kirahsplace art 
plunges into the occult. WizArts collection 
of occult jewelry captivates. The intuitive 
mixed media artist Kate Cohen is both 
whimsical and deep. Troy Poeschl explores 
bones and vertebrae in an archeology of 

sculptural inspiration and insight.
This year Dr. Peter Keller, Director 

of the Bowers Museum is the art festival 
judge, an especially good choice for this 
year's theme 'Wonderful World' theme.

Orange County's Bowers Museum with 
over 100,000 art objects has continued to 
inspire and share wonders of the world 
in exhibits of art and cultural treasures 
throughout year.

Since its inception in 1932, Bowers has 
enriched the Southern California cultural 
community with a schedule of exciting ex-
hibits. 

The Pageant of the Masters and Festi-
val of Arts also trace their inception into 
the early 1930s and have remained over the 
years a steadfast Orange County cultural 
phenomenon that links the art of the local 
Laguna and Southern California commu-
nity to the art of the world. Enjoy a sum-
mer of art, music, dance and art classes and 
visit the Festival of Arts often.

Please visit the Festival of Arts and 
Pageant of the Masters websites for tickets 
and a schedule of events throughout July, 
August until September 2.




