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Families in Ukraine are
fleeing violence and urgently need 

emergency aid. Give
now to provide food,

water, and more.
CARE.org;  (Int'l Red Cross)

icrc.org;
wck.org ; redcross.org;

unicefusa.org

By Brian Hews
Pico Rivera is moving for-

ward with its remedy to remove 
perfluorooctanesulfonic acid 
(PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic 
acid (PFOA) chemicals, or “for-
ever chemicals,” from the city’s 
water supply with the installation 
of special filtration systems.

The citywide PFAS proj-

ects will be made possible with 
funding coming from multiple 
sources, including a $5.8 million 
grant secured from the Water Re-

plenishment District of Southern 
California (WRD).

In addition to the WRD fund-
ing, Congresswoman Linda T. 
Sánchez included $2.5 million in 
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee’s 2022 energy and water 
funding bill last Summer, to help 
the city fund this project.  Fund-
ing for this project was signed 

into law on March 15 as part of 
the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act of 2022.  On Wednesday, 

By Tammye McDuff
A few images or sounds may 

come to mind when you think of 
birds. The soaring, the sound of 
fluttering wings, hopping on the 
sand or the numerous bird tweets 
and chirps you hear throughout 
the day. There are birds that 
waddle and slide, quack, squawk 
or honk.

There’s so much variety with 
birds. They can be as dark and 
ominous as a raven, as delicate 
and detailed as a hummingbird, 
or anywhere in between. I think 
you can call the ‘Flamboyance of 
Flamingos’ now at South Coast 
Botanic Gardens in-between.

South Coast Botanic Garden 
is 87 acres of masterpiece 
creative land reclamation and 
environmental improvements. 
It is a living testimonial to the 
fact that land reclamation offers 
a practical solution to refuse 
disposal problems and beautifies 
and improves land values at the 
same time.

The Garden has become a 
beautiful and refreshing urban 
oasis among the hustle and bustle 
of a major metropolitan area.

The Flamboyance of 70 pink 
flamingos opened May 1 and 
has taken over the Amphitheater 
Lawn. These fantastic living 
sculptures are made from wire 
and peat moss, covered by pink 
flowering succulents. As you 

HMG Staff Report
One week ago, Hews Me-

dia Group-Community News 
published a story concerning 

th rea ten ing 
emails sent 
from Com-
merce City 
Council can-
didate Leon-
ard Mendoza 
to HMG-CN 
Publisher Bri-
an Hews after 
Hews pub-
lished a story 

about Mendoza’s questionable 
campaign donations.

Turns out threatening and 
intimidating people who he 
does not like or agree with is a 
character trait of Mendoza’s.

Several documents obtained 
by Hews Media Group-Com-
munity News show Mendoza 
was fired from his job at the 
city of Commerce for system-
atic harassment, intimidation, 
fighting, and ignoring safety 
policies that resulted in serious 
injuries to his crew.

EXCLUSIVE
Central Basin Director Leticia Vasquez-

Wilson Defamed General Manager and Staff

THE FLAMBOYANCE of seventy pink flamingos opened May 1 and has taken over the Amphitheater 
Lawn. The fantastic living sculptures are made from wire and peat moss, covered by pink flowering 
succulents. Also part of the exhibit is a pair of beautiful, oversized butterfly wings.

Commerce Councilman Mendoza Was Fired From His 
Job With Commerce for Dishonesty, Intimidation

By Brian Hews
Central Basin Director Leticia 
Vasquez-Wilson (VW) will not 

give up try-
ing to dis-
credit the 
Commerce-
based water 
agency she 
was elected 
to serve; the 
newest, and 
most shock-
ing attempt 

hits a new low.
A video was posted by VW 

and her crony friend Rodolfo 
Cortez on April 18, 2022, and 
called into question the recent 
sale of CB’s company building 
in Commerce, which netted the 
agency $2 million.

VW was at every board meet-

ing that discussed the building 
and received all the paperwork, 
voting no twice on items related 
to the sale of the building.

Despite her votes, VW and 
Cortez posted a video on You-
Tube, maliciously defaming 
and slandering CB GM Dr. Alex 
Rojas and his staff, exposing the 
agency to a massive defamation 
lawsuit.

Everyone who has seen the 
video and knows the circum-
stances surrounding the sale 
of the building is shaking their 
heads in disbelief.

Cortez starts the video, “the 
building has been sold and 
there’s a major problem. The 
district employee who executed 
the sale has refused to identify 
the buyer.

FLAMBOYANT FLAMINGOS INVADE SOUTH COAST BOTANICAL

A portion of the termina-
tion letter from Mendoza's boss 
outlining his "abusive and in-
timidating behavior, poor judg-
ment, and dishonesty." Click to 
see larger image.

Mendoza's behavior was 
so abhorrent that the city was 
forced to hire outside attorney 
Sally Woolley; after she inves-
tigated, Woolley recommended 
the city fire Mendoza.

In 2014 Mendoza was fired 
with his boss writing, "You 
were demoted twice, we cut 
your pay twice and you still 
didn’t change your behavior; 
we have to terminate you."

Mendoza appealed the deci-
sion twice with the final letter 
from the Commerce’s Director 
of Safety and Community Ser-
vices Matthew Rodriguez writ-
ing that the city “was basically 
fed up with Mendoza’s chronic 
bad behavior.”
Behavior Went
Back Six Years to 2008

Mendoza was first disci-
plined in 2008 and received 

Leticia
Vasquez-Wilson

[See VASQUEZ-WILSON page 12]

[See MENDOZA page 8] [See FLAMINGOS page 12]

Pico Rivera Moves Forward With
Water Filtration Project

[See PICO RIVERA page 6]

PLANT ONE at 8739 Gallatin Rd. in Pico Rivera. Citywide 
projects funding is coming from multiple sources, including $5.8 
million from WRD and $2.5 million from Rep. Linda Sánchez.

Leonard
Mendoza
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Battling Invasive
Disease Carrying 
Mosquito With 
Engineering
By Anna Maria Barry-Jester
Edited by HMG-CN

Bryan Ruiz moved his family into a 
newly built home in this Central Valley 
farming center seven months ago and 
almost immediately found they were 
under assault.

Mosquitoes bit and harassed them 
in broad daylight. He looked around, 
trying to find a water source where they 
were breeding, He found a pipe, grabbed 
a turkey baster, drew water, and found 
the larvae of Aedes aegypti, one of the 
greatest threats to humans on the planet.

Aedes aegypti is a mosquito capable of 
infecting humans with the deadly diseases 
of dengue, chikungunya, yellow fever, 
and Zika.

Since gaining a foothold in California 
less than a decade ago, Aedes aegypti 
has spread quickly across the state, its 
territory now ranging from the desert 
terrain of Imperial County at the U.S.-
Mexico border to the city of Redding in 
woody Shasta County, about 750 miles 
north.

To combat aegypti, mosquito control 
districts rely on the same tools they were 
using decades ago — pesticides and 
rooting out water sources — even as the 
mosquitoes thrive in places previously 
uninhabitable.

But Tulare County officials hope 
the region will soon be a testing ground 
for a new generation of technology; a 
genetically modified mosquito.

AEDES AEGYPTI is a mosquito that can carry deadly diseases of dengue, chikungunya, 
yellow fever, and Zika. The mosquitoes can lay eggs in spaces as small as a bottle cap. 
Most other types eggs need water, but Aedes aegypti’s can lie dormant for months, 
springing to life when water eventually does come.

The most immediate mosquito danger 
in Tulare County comes from a different 
genus, Culex, a type that typically bites 
at dawn and dusk and can carry West Nile 
virus, St. Louis encephalitis, and western 
equine encephalomyelitis virus, all of 
which can be fatal.

Aedes aegypti, however, is a growing 
concern, and much harder to combat.

To understand this fight, you first have 
to understand just how stealthy Aedes 
aegypti is. The mosquitoes can lay eggs in 
spaces as small as a bottle cap. Most other 
types eggs need water, but Aedes aegypti’s 
can lie dormant for months, springing to 
life when water eventually does come.

And one mosquito can bite many times 
over, snacking repeatedly on the same 
human or moving from one to the next.

Aedes aegypti mosquitoes in the area 
are also broadly resistant to the family 
of chemicals most frequently used to kill 
adult mosquitoes.

Which is why agencies are interested 
in a genetically modified mosquito. Their 
hope is that the engineered mosquitoes 
reduce the number of wild Aedes aegypti 
as they interbreed and produce short-lived 
offspring.

The engineered mosquito is made by 
a company called Oxitec. The company 
says its latest product releases only male 
mosquitoes which do not bite. They are 
genetically modified to carry a “self-
limiting” gene that is passed on and 
theoretically prevents the offspring from 
surviving to adulthood.

Oxitec and the Delta mosquito 
district are waiting for permission from 
the California Department of Pesticide 
Regulation to launch the insects.

The goal is to build on the earlier 
research, which shows that the modified 

Aedes aegypti temporarily reduces the wild 
mosquito population but has left scientists 
with questions. Among the unknowns is 
whether the Oxitec mosquitoes are indeed 
incapable of producing viable offspring 
with wild females.

Experts hope California will 
independently track the experiment and 
not leave the analysis in the hands of a 
private company that stands to benefit. 
They say if an independent source and 
the company are in agreement when all 
the results are done, that has much more 
power and much more potential for the 
future.

A previous trial in Houston used 
MosquitoMate, which releases male 
mosquitoes infected with the bacteria 
Wolbachia. When the MosquitoMate 
mosquitoes breed, they produce eggs that 
do not hatch. Those mosquitoes were 

also tested in Fresno County in 2018 and 
2019 and led to a 95% reduction in female 
Aedes aegypti, according to a study on the 
trial.

Oxitec hopes its mosquitoes eventually 
will be sold to mosquito control districts 
in the U.S., and directly to American 
consumers. That option is already available 
in Brazil, via a consumer subscription 
service that costs $10 to $30 a month.

In the U.S. prototype, the mosquitoes 
would come in a hexagonal box decorated 
with playful insects. If all goes as planned, 
consumers would just add water, and the 
mosquitoes would spring to life.

This story was produced by KHN, 
which publishes California Healthline, 

an editorially independent service of the 
California Health Care Foundation.
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Six ABC Schools Recognized 
for Pivot During COVID

The California Department of 
Education has recognized six ABCUSD 
schools through the California Pivotal 
Practice (CAPP) Program. Schools 
were chosen due to a pivotal practice 
they implemented during distance 
learning from at least one of the fol-
lowing categories: Student engage-
ment; Distribution of technology; 
Nutrition services; Social emotional 
well-being of students

The six ABCUSD schools recog-
nized by CAPP were Artesia High; 
Juarez Academy; Leal Elementary; 
Wittmann Elementary; Niemes El-
ementary and Nixon Academy.

Special Olympics Walk-a-
Thon at La Mirada Splash!
The La Mirada Public Safety Team is 
participating in Norwalk Sheriff’s Sta-
tion walk-a-thon on Saturday, May 21 
from 8 to 11 a.m. at Splash! La Mirada 
Regional Aquatics Center to help raise 
money for the Special Olympics. 

Registration begins at 8 a.m.  All 
proceeds go to the Special Olympics of 
Southern California.  Register online 
or donate at https://sosc.org/letr.  Same 
day registration is also available.

For more information, contact 
Deputy Vivian Garcia at (562) 466-

5454 or email vsgarcia@lasd.org.

Norwalk Teacher Receives 
Milken Educator Award
By Tammye McDuff

Angelica Gunderson is inspiring a new 
generation of young scientists in Southern 
California. She is a lead teacher at Los Al-
isos for Project Lead the Way, a three-year 
science program covering coding, robot-
ics, green architecture, and technology 
while teaching bilingually.

Gunderson is the sole educator in Cal-
ifornia and among more than 60 teachers 
nationwide who received this prestigious 
award during the 2021-22 season. She is 
the first recipient of the Norwalk-La Mira-
da Unified School District. Gunderson's 
career received a boost when she was sur-
prised Tuesday, May 10, with a National 
Milken Educator Award and a $25,000 
cash prize.

Milken Educator Awards Senior Pro-
gram Director Greg Gallagher and Cali-
fornia State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Tony Thurmond presented 
Gunderson with the prestigious recogni-
tion before cheering students, appreciative 
colleagues, and state and local dignitaries. 
In addition to today's festivities, Gunder-
son will join a national network of more 
than 2,800 Milken educators and leaders 
across the U.S.

Los Alisos was recognized by the Cal-
ifornia League of Schools as a "School to 
Watch" in 2020. Gunderson is a 'Femineer' 
and leads the 'Snap the Gap' programs; 
both focused on closing the gender gap in 
STEM careers.

She was one of the forces behind Los 
Alisos' adoption of Advancement via Indi-
vidual Determination, an equity-focused 
college readiness program. Students visit 
colleges such as Stanford University and 

Cal Poly, and come back ready to major in 
engineering because of Gunderson's pas-
sion.

At Los Alisos, Gunderson sits on 
the site leadership and NGSS commit-
tees. She mentors new science teachers 
and leads NGSS training. The pandemic 
threw a wrench into Gunderson's highly 
collaborative Project Lead the Way video 
production class. Determined, she helped 
students produce, edit and distribute their 
weekly newscast, even as they all worked 
from home instead of a fully-equipped 
classroom.

Gunderson teaches pre-service and in-
service science educators as a professor at 
California State University Long Beach. 
She models research-based approaches to 
teaching science and always thinks about 

learning through the eyes of the children 
she teaches. She served as lead teacher 
at CSULB's Young Scientists Camp and 
attended Exploratorium's Institute for In-
quiry. She has led professional develop-
ment for the district and presented at the 
Computer Science Teachers Association 
on integrating Next Generation Science 
Standards and STEM instructional strate-
gies for English learners.

No matter their background, students 
at Los Alisos STEM Magnet Middle 
School in Norwalk, California, can look 
to legendary scientists and see their fu-
ture. That's because they have a powerful 
advocate, Angelica Gunderson, in their 
corner.

CONGRATS! (l-r) California State Superintendent Tony Thurmond; Tania Magaña, 
Principal LAMS; Angelica Gunderson; Greg Gallagher, Milken Educator Awards 
senior program director, and John Lopez, NLMUSD Superintendent.
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WUHSD's New Pioneer
High School Principal

WHITTIER – The Whittier Union 
High School District has selected Mary 
Chapman, as the school’s new princi-

pal.
Chapman, who has 

more than 15 years of 
experience as a teach-
er and administrator, 
began her career as 
a biology instructor 
and activities direc-
tor at El Rancho High 
School in Pico Rivera. 

Chapman came to Pioneer in 2016 as 
the assistant principal of guidance and 
counseling.

“I am excited, honored and humbled 
to shift into the role of principal at Pi-
oneer High,” Chapman said. “Thank 
you to Whittier Union and the Board of 
Trustees for giving me this amazing op-
portunity. In six years at Pioneer, I have 
grown to love our community. I’d like to 
thank everyone at Pioneer High and es-
pecially Lilia Bozigian. I will do what-
ever it takes to guide the Titan family to 
the next level.”
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Mr. Briquelet is nominated for the 
2023 National Principal of the Year Award 
from the National Association of Second-
ary School Principals.

“It’s really no surprise that Dr. Huh 
and Mr. Briquelet are being considered 
for national recognition,” said Superin-
tendent Dr. Mary Sieu. “They have done 
extraordinary jobs as principals during the 
pandemic. Their commitment to their stu-
dents and leadership skills helped bridge 
the gap from online learning to coming 
back to the classroom.”

Dr. Huh began her career in education 
23 years ago. She has served as a teacher, 
assistant to the principal, and principal at 
two ABCUSD schools. She has been the 
principal at Willow Elementary School 
for six years. The Association for Cali-
fornia School Administrators Region 14 
named Dr. Huh as Elementary Principal 
of the Year in 2019.

Mr. Briquelet has been an educator for 
33 years, beginning his career in South 
Los Angeles. He has served as a language 
arts and English teacher, football and 
wrestling coach, department chair, and as-
sistant principal. He has been at Whitney 
High School, recently ranked as the top 
high school in California, for six years. 
Last year, Mr. Briquelet was named Sec-
ondary School Principal of the Year for 
the State of California by the Association 
for California School Administrators.

This fall, both principals should hear 
from the organizations determining their 
respective awards.

DR. EVELINE HUH, Principal at 
Willow Elementary School, and Mr. John 
Briquelet, Principal at Whitney High 
School, are being considered for national 
recognition. Courtesy ABCUSD.

Two ABCUSD Principals 
Considered for National 
Recognition

Mary Chapman
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 

los cerritos 
community 
newspaper

Follow us!
@cerritosnews

Bonded & Insured • California Contractors Lic. #458625BEFORE AFTER

WE USE

EQUIPMENT

BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:
R Increased water pressure
R No more rusty or discolored water
R Being able to use more than one faucet at a time
R No more leaky pipes
R No scalding in the shower when someone turns on a faucet
R Greater peace of mind
R Positive selling point for your property

WITH THIS AD!

$5OFF

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
(562) 924-2565 • (714) 527-5300

20014 State Road, CERRITOS

SEWER & DRAIN CLEAN-OUTS • FAUCETS • VIDEO SEWER INSPECTION • GAS LINES

SEWER LOCATION •  WALL & FLOOR HEATERS •  CIRCULATING PUMPS

S
L

A
B

 L
E

A
K

S
 • W

A
T

E
R

 H
E

A
T

E
R

S
 • D

I
S

P
O

S
A

L
S

C
O

PP
ER

 R
EP

IP
IN

G
 • 

SL
AB

 L
EA

K
S W

IT
H

 E
LE

C
TR

O
N

IC
 L

EA
K

 &
 L

IN
E 

LO
C

AT
IO

N

www.albanos.com

BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.
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By Tammye McDuff
An interactive art installation, entitled 

‘Hope’ was held outside of Porto’s Bakery 
for a one-day communal public art instal-
lation with Los Angeles based artist Yeu 
Q Nguyen.

Participants had the opportunity to 
create their own personal definition of 
what ‘Hope’  meant to them, which was 
added to a large-scale tapestry made from 
up-cycled materials.

A temporary public art project cre-
ated by Los Angeles based artist Nguyen, 
‘Weaving Hope’ has traveled to various 
cities throughout LA County on a mis-
sion to gather over one thousand personal 
definitions of hope to uplift community 
resilience and connection through art. The 
installation is half way to their goal, with 
just over 500 messages.

“When all the art venues were shut 
down and there was no way for people to 
safely interactive with each other, I cre-
ated this piece,” stated Nguyen, ”It is spe-
cifically twelve feet wide so that people 
could safely distance.” The art piece was 
created during a particularly dark period 
,”With the news and social media focusing 

on conflict and despair, I wanted to bring 
breathing space – something positive for 
people to express themselves, their vul-
nerabilities, while staying safe.”

The goal is to visit every city in Los 
Angeles County, to collect ‘feathers’. The 
feathers are pieces of paper shaped as 
feathers, where people can write a wish, 
a need, a hope, which are then attached to 
the larger installation. After a month long 
exhibition, a sculptural art piece will then 
be created from the feathers.

In December 2021, the project was 
awarded the 2021-22 Fall Grant from 
Eastside Arts Initiative to bring its mes-
sage of hope to Southeast LA [SELA] 
communities, with Stay Gallery serving 
as the project’s fiscal sponsor. The SELA 
chapter of ‘Weaving Hope’ will culminate 
with a featured display of the tapestry as 
part of an art exhibition at Stay Gallery ti-
tled ‘The Resilience Project’ opening Fri-
day, May 20 at Stay Gallery in Downey.

The first 50 participants to interact 
with the tapestry and/or post their per-
sonal definition on social media received 
a free pastry bag from Porto’s.

WEAVE OF HOPE: (l-r) Devin McDuffee, Manager; Yeu Nguyen, Artist; Juliana 
Canty, STAY Programs Director and Gabriel Enamorado Co-Founder & Executive 
Director of STAY Gallery in front of the Hope Weave. Participants had the opportunity 
to create their own personal definition of what ‘Hope’ meant to them.

One-Day Communal Public Art Installation at Portos

The Natural History Museum of Los 
Angeles County (NHM), is celebrating 
36 years of Bug Fair! Join us back on-site 
for NHM's popular festival. Visit a vari-
ety of exhibitors and see everything from 
exotic insect collections to bug-related 
products. Come out to get crafty, expe-
rience up-close encounters with crawly 
creatures, learn all about the local bugs 
that call L.A. home, and more.

Activities include:

• Bug Fair Exhibitors selling bug-
themed merchandise and live bugs
• Live animal presentations
• Bug-themed stage presentations
• Musical performances
• Hands-on activities
• Museum collection displays

Free for Museum members. Advance 
tickets required for the general public. 
For more information and tickets, visit 
NHM.ORG/bugfair.

Natural History Museum's Bug Fair
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Project Increases Availability 
of Low-Carbon Fuel Solutions
World Energy, a carbon-net-zero solu-
tions provider, announced a $2 million 
grant for its Blending Terminal Project 
in Paramount. World Energy's project 
will increase low-carbon fuel produc-
tion and shift truck deliveries to rail, 
driving down emissions and improving 
air quality in Paramount and surround-
ing communities.

Through the project, biodiesel will 
be delivered via the existing rail infra-
structure, eliminating thousands of fuel 
tanker trucks from traveling local streets, 
reducing traffic, and emissions. Renew-
able diesel produced at the Paramount 
facility will be blended with biodiesel 
on-site in the truck loading racks. When 
completed, the project will increase the 
efficiency and throughput of World En-
ergy's blending capabilities, delivering 
at least 156 million gallons per year of 
blended renewable diesel and biodiesel 
to the California market in 2024 and be-
yond. The increased volume and avail-
ability of higher-blend biofuels will im-
prove local environmental and economic 
benefits.

Bus Depot to be Repurposed 
for New Green Space
Staff Report

The Montebello Bus Line 60 that 
went down Passons Boulevard and 
made a stop at the bus terminal on 
Jackson Street will be getting a face 
lift.

At one time, it was a functioning 
terminal with passenger restrooms and 
vending machines for those traveling 
on to other bus routes along Whittier 
and Passons Boulevard.

Years later, the terminal was 
boarded up, and it became nothing 
more than just a stop on Line 60’s 
route.

But now, new life will be breathed 
into the old facility. Pico Rivera 
recently received news that it has been 
awarded a $1 million grant from the 
Los Angeles County Regional Park 
and Open Space District to be used for 
the acquisition of the old depot for the 
purpose of transforming it into a usable 
green space.

Once acquired, the property will 
be transformed into a beautiful park 
space called a Pedestrian Active Depot 
[PAD].

The PAD will offer a great new 
green space for residents and visitors.

Families and seniors will be able to 
take walks with a new small walking 
path, and local cyclists will have an 
opportunity to use this space as a 
resting spot and tune up station.

Other proposed amenities include 
modular space for vendors or local 
businesses; a children’s play area with 
a commissioned art garden, and a stage 
with amphitheater for small community 

Last week, a gun buyback spon-
sored by Los Angeles County Supervi-
sor Janice Hahn's office in partnership 
with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department and the Community Advi-
sory Council took 365 guns off of the 
streets.

"This was a success," said Los An-
geles County Supervisor Janice Hahn. 
"There are 365 fewer guns that can be 
used in a violent crime or a tragic ac-
cident in our communities.  I am grate-
ful to everyone who came out today 
and turned in a weapon. It was the right 
thing to do and your families and your 
community are safer because of it."

The event was held from 9 am to 5 
pm today at the parking lot of the Metro 

Park and Ride in Lynwood.
Anyone willing to turn in a gun could 

do so completely anonymously, no ques-
tions asked, and receive gift cards for 
Food4Less, Amazon, Superior Market, 
and North Gate Gonzalez Market in ex-
change. 

The gift cards were purchased by Su-
pervisor Janice Hahn's office.

Gift card amounts differed depend-
ing on the weapon returned:

$50 – Non-working firearm or part
$150 – Working rifle/pistol/shotgun
$200 – Working ghost gun
$300 – Working Assault rifle
The guns collected ranged from hand 

guns and pistols to semi-automatic and 
automatic assault rifles.  

Gun Buyback Takes 365 Guns Off Streets

SUPERVISOR HAHN at the gun buyback program behind the guns that were 
turned in for gift cards. The guns collected ranged from hand guns and pistols to 
semi-automatic and automatic assault rifles.  Photo by Chris Valle.

From August 25 through October 29, 
2020, inspectors from EPA and the L.A.es 
Regional Water Quality Control Board 
conducted an offsite compliance monitor-
ing audit of Montebello's compliance with 
its Municipal Sewer System Permit and 
found multiple violations.

As a result, the EPA and Montebello 
have entered into an Administrative Or-
der to assist the city in complying with its 
municipal stormwater sewer system per-
mit.  This action will help the city achieve 
compliance with the Clean Water Act with 
respect to discharges of trash into the L.A. 
River.

EPA found the following violations:
•The City had not complied with the 

final water quality-based outflow limits 
for trash under its Permit.

•The City had not completed their 
Catch Basin Scoping Study or the Catch 
Basin Retrofit projects, both of which the 
City had declared it would complete un-
der  its response to the Notice of Violation 
issued by the Regional Board.

•Three catch basins in the City were 
not equipped with full trash capture sys-
tems. Two of these three catch basins 
were not readily identifiable or included 
on the City’s inventory.

The EPA is requiring the facility to:
Submit a complete inventory of all 

catch basins that need full capture devices 
including those that either have partial or 
no trash capture devices.

Submit  a completion schedule to in-
stall full trash capture devices on all catch 
basins for EPA approval.

events and musical performances.
“I want to thank everyone who had 

a hand in helping to write the grant, 
perform community engagement, take 
photos, and create marketing pieces,” 
said Parks and Recreation Director 
Pamela Yugar. “This was a total team 
effort that will ultimately benefit our 
residents and the City.”

EPA Finds Montebello Violated Stormwater Permit
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May 4, Congresswoman Sánchez formal-
ly delivered a ceremonial check to city 
officials for the advancement of the city’s 
PFOS and PFOA filtration projects.

Since 2019, the State Water Resources 
Control Board has been updating its guide-
lines for local water agencies to follow in 
detecting and reporting the presence of 
PFOS and PFOA in drinking water. These 
compounds are within the per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) family of 
chemicals that are used extensively in 
consumer products such as carpets, cloth-
ing, furniture fabric, food packaging, non-
stick cookware and firefighting foams.

As the updated guidelines were an-
nounced, the city has been notifying af-
fected customers of the presence of PFOS 
and PFOA in the drinking water but has 
not yet had to shut down any of the city’s 
wells due to the fact that the levels de-
tected are still within the limits of safe 
deliverable water.  As a result of the State 
guidelines, like many area Cities and 
Water agencies, city officials have been 
working to find solutions to eliminate this 
chemical in the city’s water supply.   

Beginning in July 2020, the city ad-
opted a Water Master Plan that would 
address the water quality and treatment 
needs including the treatment for PFOS 
and PFOA chemicals.  Later in Novem-
ber 2020, the first major steps were taken 
when the design contract for a water treat-
ment system was awarded for all of the 
city’s water treatment facilities.  Since 
then, the city’s treatment facilities have 
undergone several improvements includ-
ing electrical upgrades in order to accom-
modate the necessary equipment needed 
to filter out PFOS and PFOA chemicals 
from the drinking water supply.

“We are grateful for the support from 
Congresswoman Linda Sánchez in helping 
the city address this very critical issue,” 
said Mayor Dr. Monica Sánchez.  “Our 
goal is to provide our residents with safe 
drinking water. It’s a goal that is shared 
with Congresswoman Sánchez, and it’s a 
goal that the City of Pico Rivera intends 
to accomplish.”

Construction of the first project is an-
ticipated to begin in May of 2022.

Residents who have questions or con-
cerns can contact the city’s Public Works 
Department at 562.801.4421.

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

Be alert!

GOT SAFETY?
 Be safe!

 Drive defensively!

 Live defensively!

Learn how at www.safercerritos.com

Be informed!
Be prepared!

Visit www.crimemapping.com for easy access to current neighborhood crime reports, statistics and maps.

By Tammye McDuff
The Pan American Association in 

Lakewood honored eight high school 
seniors this past week with education-
al scholarships ranging from $500 to 
$1,000.

The program targets students who 
have demonstrated good citizenship and 
respect for human values; volunteered in 
their community; have a desire to com-
plete post-high school education, and 
have excelled academically.

The funding for these scholarships is 
raised through Pan American fireworks 
booth and fundraisers.

The 2022 scholarship recipients 
are:

Samuel Reeves (Valley Christian )
Isabel Rivera (Artesia High)
Margaret Pheifer (Valley Christian)

Jackson Zylstra (Mayfair High)
Ryan Kiedrowski (Saint Anthony)
Kelly Melvin (Richard D. Browning)
Lauren Francisco (Saint Joseph )
Pareeya Jiyacharoen (Mayfair High)
Scholarship winners serve as Pan

American Ambassadors during Lake-
wood’s week-long celebration of Pan 
American friendship in May.

Founded in 1946 , the Lakewood Pan 
American Association is a  civic organi-
zation that provides diverse cultural and 
educational opportunities for residents 
of Lakewood.

Since its creation, the scholarship 
program has awarded over $225,000 to 
recipients to help with their higher edu-
cation costs.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS: eight high school seniors were awarded scholarships 
this past week ranging from $500 to $1,000.

Lakewood's Pan American Association Awards Scholarships
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PICO RIVERA from page 1

By Tammye McDuff
The Bellflower Quilts of Valor awarded 

twelve handmade quilts to veterans at the 
Good Shepard Church in Los Alamitos, 
this past Wednesday, May 11. 

QOV member Esther Fairris stated, 
“Thanks to all of the veterans gathered here 
today for your service. The quilt will have 
the Veterans name on it along with those 
who worked on the quilt.” 

Awardees were Geno Cavidini, Roy 
Benstead, Robert Bilevich, Ed Bush, Rich-
ard Crowe, Harry Davies, Bob Keester, 
David Lauritsen, Richard Ramseyer, Dud-
ley Vejsicky, and Sue Whited.

Quilts of Valor Foundation began 
in 2003 with a dream, literally a dream. 
Founder Catherine Roberts’ son was de-
ployed in Iraq, “The dream was as vivid as 
real life. I saw a young man sitting on the 
side of his bed in the middle of the night, 
hunched over. I saw him in the next scene 
wrapped in a quilt. His whole demeanor 
changed from despair to well-being."

Volunteers donate their time and mate-
rials to make a quilt; one person pieces the 
top, and the other quilts it. Quilts of Val-
or was recognized this year for awarding 
300,000 quilts. 

Quilts of Valor Given to Veterans

HAPPY VETERANS: from (l-r) Geno Cavidini, Roy Benstead, Robert Bilevich, Ed 
Bush, Richard Crowe, Harry Davies, Bob Keester, David Lauritsen, Richard Ramseyer, 
Dudley Vejsicky, and Sue Whited. 

The Teachers Association of the Norwalk- La Mirada 
area is looking for interested residents to attend an 

informational meeting for potential School Board candidates.  
The meeting will be held Tuesday evening, May 24th at the 

TANLA Office 
from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

(A light dinner will be served)

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EFFECTING 
MEANINGFUL CHANGE TO THE 

NORWALK- LA MIRADA SCHOOL BOARD?

If you are interested in attending,
please call TANLA at (562) 868-6251 

to RSVP by May 23, 2022
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Staff Report
The design of the proposed underpass 

at Montebello Boulevard is nearly done 
and demolition could begin as soon as the 
fall of this year.

If all goes as planned, the underpass 
will be finished in 2023.

Improvements at Greenwood, Maple 
and Vail avenue crossings will also be 
part of the project.

The Montebello City Council ap-
proved a construction agreement then 
they held a community workshop provid-
ing information on the plan.

As with all grade separation projects, 
Montebello's will be a very positive ben-
efit for the community.

The Union Pacific Railroad track typ-
ically has 40 trains a day, and residents 
sometimes have to wait 20 to 40 minutes 
for trains.

The nearly $100 million project is not 

fully funded, with a deficit of about $70 
million, but officials are very optimistic 
they can get the additional money.

The project has endured an over 
twenty-year gestation period, with dis-
putes over how to end traffic congestion 
on all four streets.

The underpass will begin immediate-
ly south of Los Angeles Avenue and cross 
under Olympic Boulevard.

A bridge will be constructed for Olym-
pic Boulevard as well as the railroad.

Limited access from Olympic to 
Montebello Boulevard will be provided 
via frontage roads on both sides of new 
retaining walls only to the north.

Montebello Boulevard will be closed 
during much of the construction, while 
Vail and Greenwood will serve as the de-
tours during the construction.

Rep. Sánchez Helps Local Organizations With Funding

HAVING A SAFE PLACE to sleep can mean all the difference for families 
experiencing homelessness. Sánchez delivered a $500,000 to The Whole Child—
funding that will be used to construct an interim housing facility & supportive 
services center in Santa Fe Springs.

REP. SÁNCHEZ delivered a $450,000 check to the Whittier Public Library. This 
funding will be used to expand the library’s offerings & ensure it can continue to 
serve residents in Whittier.

Railroad Underpass in Montebello Could Start in the Fall

UNION RAILROAD UNDERPASS: Montebello Blvd. (arrow) will run under the 
railroad once the grade separation is finished. Above is Olympic Blvd.
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MENDOZA from page 1

a 5% reduction in pay finding that he 
“engaged in harassment, intimidation, 
abuse of authority, dishonesty, and cre-
ating a hostile work environment.”

In 2012,  he received a Notice to De-
mote but instead was hit with another 
5% pay reduction for six months.

In 2013 he received another Notice 
to Demote for putting his paint crew in 
danger, and abuse of authority. As the 
city tried to intervene with safety pro-
grams, Mendoza did not change his 
abusive pattern of behavior.

One incident occurred in 2014, in-
vestigated by Woolley, finding Mendoza 
ordered his employee to use an inferior 
ladder to paint a ceiling.

The employee fell off the ladder, 
sustaining serious injuries.

In another incident, he challenged 
one of his employees to a fight; the in-
cident was corroborated by two other 
employees.

When Mendoza testified, several 
witnesses later  contradicted Mendoza’s 
with the attorney ruling that Mendoza 
lied during the investigation.

“His testimony was not credible, [we 
found] Mendoza breaks the rules all the 
time when it comes to his other employ-
ees,’ wrote attorney Susan Wolley.

In another incident, Mendoza’s crew 
had to move a large desk. They asked-
doza’s to help, he stated, “you do it.”

The employee tried to move it and 
severely injured his elbow; out of work 
for nine months and filing a worker's 
compensation claim against the city.

The report stated that several of the 
witnesses involved in the investigation 
expressed concern about retaliation by 
Mendoza, that was the last straw, in mid- 
2014, the city terminated Mendoza.

GROUND BREAKING (l-r) WRD Board President John Allen, PepsiCo North 
America Sustainability Director Kathleen Niesen, WRD Board Director Joy Langford, 
WRD Board Treasurer Rob Katherman, PepsiCo West Division Sustainability Director 
Andy Wright, PepsiCo Government Affairs Manager Fidel Gomez, and WRD General 
Manager Stephan Tucker at the event in Long Beach.

WRD Will Build Well
to Inject Two Million
Gallons Per Day Into Basin
By Tammye McDuff

The Water Replenishment Dis-
trict  celebrated a groundbreaking and 
recognition of grants that will allow an 
Inland Injection Well Project at the Leo 
J. Vander Lans Advanced Water Treat-
ment Facility in  Long Beach, May 6.

The state of California is headed to-
ward another hot season and a possible 
drought cycle. When the WRD Inland 
Injection Well Project is complete, it 
will yield up to two million gallons of 
purified recycled water per day injected 
into groundwater aquifers for storage 
and future use. By recycling local water 
sources and storing them in under-
ground aquifers, the project will act as a 
buffer during droughts, reducing stress 
on imported water supplies.

WRD Board President John Allen 
noted that "Our job of protecting and 
replenishing our local groundwater 
resources are more important now than 
ever; the WRD Inland Injection Well 
Project will contribute to a drought-
proof water supply for the four million 
residents that live in the WRD service 
area."

The project received two grants for 
funding: $1.5M grant funding from 
PepsiCo as a part of their water sustain-
ability initiative and $1.5M grant fund-
ing from the U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion.

 PepsiCo rolled out PepsiCo Posi-
tive, a sustainability branch of the 
company. Their goal is to replenish 100 
percent of the water used in their manu-

facturing by 2025.
"Sustainability is at the heart of 

everything we do," said Johannes 
Evenblij, President of West Division 
at PepsiCo Beverages North America, 
"we have goals that aim to strategically 
transform the way we do business and 
to do what's best for our planet."

Funding from the United States Bu-
reau of Reclamation of $1.5M was se-
cured with support from Congressman 
Alan Lowenthal. "For over a decade, 
I've proudly supported WRD's efforts 
to develop a reliable and sustainable 
local water supply. The inland injection 
well is a natural next step in our work 

towards a drought-resilient region." 
Construction of the project will be 

completed this summer.
WRD manages two of the nation's 

most utilized urban groundwater basins 
under south Los Angeles County. 
Nearly half of the water used by 4 
million people in 43 south LA County 
cities comes from the groundwater 
in those basins. WRD's service area 
stretches from Exposition Park to Long 
Beach and from Whittier to the Pacific 
Ocean. WRD serves eleven percent of 
the state's population.
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Ten New Brunch
Hot Spots in
Los Angeles
Eater Staff
Eater.com

Saturday and Sunday mornings 
are prime time for sipping something 
strong — be it a bloody mary, mimosa, 
or bellini — and settling in for some 
good food and even better company. 
Whether kicking off the weekend or 
reminiscing about the previous eve-
ning’s indiscretions, brunch really is the 
best time to unwind. Here now are 10 
of the hottest new brunch spots in Los 
Angeles.

Agnes
40 W Green St
Pasadena, CA 91105
(626) 389-3839

Walk into Agnes on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to discover what’s cook-
ing for brunch. On the menu at Vanessa 
Tilaka and Thomas Kalb’s restaurant in 
Old Pasadena are sticky toffee pancakes, 
French-style omelets filled with pimento 
cheese, crowd-pleasing cinnamon toast, 
and a whole lot more.

Ardor
9040 Sunset Blvd
West Hollywood, CA 90069
(424) 310-1572

Breakfast is served Wednesday 
through Sunday from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
at West Hollywood’s Ardor. Chef John 
Fraser’s morning menu is as vegetable-
forward as its evening offerings and 
includes fresh juices, baked goods, and 
even french toast with fig jam and cream 
cheese.

Cafe Gratitude
639 N Larchmont Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004
(323) 580-6383

For those looking for a plant-based 
brunch option, chef Seizan Dreux Ellis 
at Cafe Gratitude has you covered. And 
while the restaurant itself is not new, the 
chef has recently updated the menu to 
include vegan fried chicken and waf-
fles, and even a Mexican machaca hash. 
Brunch is served at all Los Angeles loca-
tions (Venice, Larchmont, Art’s District) 
daily from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

De Buena Planta
2815 Sunset Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
(323) 426-9023

It doesn’t get any more relaxing than 
the sun-dappled patio at De Buena Plan-
ta in Silver Lake. Settle in for a plant-
based Mexican brunch on Saturday and 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The di-
verse menu runs the gamut, from huevos 
rancheros to pancakes and waffles with 
mushrooms. An espresso martini pairs 
well with just about everything.
Weekend brunch is served at De Buena 
Planta in Silver Lake.

E.P. & L.P.
603 N La Cienega Blvd
West Hollywood, CA 90069
(310) 855-9955

The L.P. rooftop is open for brunch 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Sat-
urdays and Sundays. Reserve a table 
for daytime favorites from chefs Nick 
Russo and Monty Koludrovic, including 
a breakfast burrito, fried chicken and 
waffles, and all the cocktails you can 
handle.

Ella
9360 Wilshire Blvd
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

Head to Ella for a swanky Beverly 
Hills brunch on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. From overnight 
oats to chilaquiles and avocado toast, 
Ella’s food selection is varied enough 
for a large group with different tastes. 
The festive drinks menu from Melrose 
Umbrella Co. never fails to set the mood 
just right.

A.O.C. Brentwood
11648 San Vicente Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90049
(310) 806-6464

What could be better than starting or 
ending the weekend with signature fare 
from chef Suzanne Goin, impeccable 
wines from Caroline Styne, and cock-
tails by barman Ignacio Murillo? Look 
for Spanish fried chicken served on a 
cornmeal waffle and brioche french toast 
on the crowd-pleasing menu. Brunch is 
served Saturdays and Sundays from 10 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

EGGS BENNY on cheddar biscuits with 
jalapeno hollandaise at Agnes.

DE BUENA PLANTA serves a plant-
based Mexican brunch menu. 

ELLA's breakfast of bagels, pancakes and 
french toast.

AOC's Spanish fried chicken served on 
a cornmeal waffle.

Cabra
1060 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
(213) 725-5858

Head to the rooftop of the Hoxton 
Hotel in downtown for a Peruvian-in-
spired brunch. Served from 10:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. every Saturday and Sun-
day, the brunch menu includes quinoa 
sourdough french toast, quinoa granola, 
fruit ceviche with avocado cream, crab 
causa, and more.

Milo & Olive
2723 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica, CA 90403
(310) 453-6776

Santa Monica standby Milo & Olive 
recently revamped its weekend brunch 
hours — now 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. — and 
added a slew of new dishes from chefs 

Erin Eastland and Connor Underwood, 
and head baker David Martinez. Try the 
wood-fired, cast-iron cinnamon roll and 
the prosciutto soft scramble on cheesy 
bread.

Sugar Palm
1819 Ocean Ave
Santa Monica, CA 90401
(310) 260-7500

Pups are welcome to brunch at Vice-
roy Santa Monica on weekends from 6:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. On the dog-friendly 
menu is a salmon stir-fry, a spinach and 
chicken scramble, and even specialty 
drinks. Fit for human consumption are 
fresh oysters, a dutch baby with mixed 
berries, and tiramisu beignets.

CABRA at the Hoxton Hotel in downtown 
serves a Peruvian-inspired brunch. 

BREAKFAST PIZZA: prosciutto soft 
scramble on cheesy bread.

ENJOY a salmon stir-fry, a spinach and 
chicken scramble at Sugar Palm.
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By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on Twitter

In 2016, the Norwalk High softball 
team advanced to the CIF-Southern Sec-
tion quarterfinals. Two years later, the 
Lancers got to that spot again and this 
season, thanks to a sophomore pitcher, a 
senior-ladened team and one big inning 
against Montclair High, Norwalk is back 
in the quarterfinals.

Jailynn Banda had one of her finest 
pitching performances of her brief high 
school career, retiring the first nine bat-
ters she faced and the final 11 batters of 
the game as the Lancers blanked the 10th 
ranked Cavaliers 7-0 this past Tuesday in 
a Division 5 second round game. Banda 
gave up a first-pitch single to Adriana 
Velasquez to begin the top of the fourth 
inning, then a base hit to Vivian Medi-
nilla on an 0-2 count. A comebacker to 
Banda off the bat Annica Umana forced 
Velasquez at third and after that, no other 
Montclair hitter would reach base.

“Technically, I wasn’t supposed to 
come to Norwalk,” said Banda. “I was 
supposed to go to a private school. But 
you know what, this is my city that I 
want to represent. Last year we went 
to [the playoffs]; we made it to the first 
round and this time, we’re doing it bet-
ter and we’re doing it harder than last 
year. We’re going to fight until we win [a 
championship].”

An emotional Banda added that she 
was doing this for the 11 seniors and for-

mer head coach Vic Juan, who passed 
away shortly before the season began.

“In the first three innings, I know she 
mixed her pitches,” said Norwalk first-
year head coach Fred Perez. “But in the 
last four, when she was closing them out, 
she really felt comfortable. Everything 
was working for her. She was going with 
the pitches she felt most comfortable.”

In the first three innings, Banda got 
four batters to groundout, three of them 
to her, and she struck out three. In the 
last three frames, she struck out four, 
including the side in the seventh inning, 
and ended the game with eight strikeouts 
while throwing 81 pitches. She was up to 
45 pitches entering the fourth inning and 
threw a first-pitch strike to 14 of the 23 
batters she faced.

“I was scared because I have never 
seen this team,” said Banda. “We re-
searched them for a good couple of days 
and [there was] nothing on them. So, I 
was looking nervous; I didn’t know what 
do. But I knew that me and my catcher 
and my defense were good and whatever 
happened, happened.

“I was thinking, ‘okay, we make mis-
takes at the end of the day’,” said Banda 
of losing the perfect game. “No one is 
ever going to be perfect. I was thinking 
just to keep going. We were up, so I was 
feeling relieved.”

Offensively, the Lancers did all their 
damage in the bottom of the second in-
ning when they sent 11 batters to face 
Desirae Garcia. It started when senior 
first baseman Brianna Perez singled to 
right and Garcia walked junior left fielder 
Kasarey Lotts. Another walk to sopho-
more designated player Itzel Hernandez 
loaded the bases and with one out, junior 
second baseman Leilani Juan blooped a 
single to right field, scoring senior pinch 
runner Andrea Torres.

Senior catcher Aby Castro would fol-
low with an infield knock back to Garcia, 

whose throw home to get Lotts was not 
in time. Three pitches later, sophomore 
shortstop Kendall Nakano singled to 
center, plating senior pinch runner Ka-
zandra Gonzalez and Juan. An infield 
single from junior third baseman Cerise 
Cervantes would load the bases again 
and after the second out, an error allowed 
Brianna Perez to reach first and clear the 
bases.

“They executed the squeeze perfectly 
in that inning, and then they made that 
one error…that opened the game for us,” 
said Fred Perez. “It gave Banda a little 
more breathing room to do what she does 
on that mound.”

Only four runners would reach base 
the rest of the game after the second in-

CIF-SS DIV. 5 SOFTBALL PLAYOFFS
Norwalk’s second inning 
offensive barrage backs 
up Banda’s pitching gem 
in second round rout

ning and even when the Cavaliers put the 
first two batters on base in the fourth in-
ning, Fred Perez wasn’t feeling too com-
fortable.

“I told the girls regardless of what 
the score is, they’re not going to go out 
without fighting,” he said. “In [the fourth 
inning], they came back and had two 
people on base and that’s exactly what I 
expected them to do.”

Cervantes and Nakano each had a 
pair of hits as the Lancers (20-7), ranked 
seventh in the division, posted the pro-
gram’s first 20-win season in at least 25 
years. Before this season, the best sea-
son Norwalk has had since 1999 came 
in 2001 and 2007 when those teams fin-
ished 19-8. The Lancers, who finished in 
a tie for second place with Mayfair High 
in the Suburban League, traveled to sec-
ond ranked El Toro High on May 12. A 
win over the second place representa-
tives from the Sea View League would 
put Norwalk in the semifinals at either 
Fillmore High or Flintridge Sacred Heart 
High on Saturday. Both are unranked.

“That was our goal with Coach Vic, 
and what we all talked about was making 
noise in the playoffs,” said Fred Perez. 
“We remind every single girl, and our 
whole program, that Coach Vic’s main 
thing was look good, feel good and play 
good. He wanted us to make noise. I 
know he’s here and he’s celebrating with 
us.

“We just told the girls we’ve got to 
bring the same energy we have here at 
home…we have to take it on the road,” 
he later added. “That’s the main thing; 
the energy we bring helps us and carries 
our team.”

PHOTO BY ARMANDO VARGAS, Contributing photographer

NORWALK HIGH senior right fielder/pinch runner Kazandra Gonzalez slides into 
home and scores her team’s third run in bottom of the second inning in this past 
Tuesday’s CIF-Southern Section Division 5 second round win against Montclair High. 
The Lancers would eliminate the Cavaliers 7-0 as all runs were scored in the inning.
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CIF-SS DIV. 1 SOFTBALL PLAYOFFS
Gahr responds to mid game challenge,
erupts for big fifth inning to defeat Westlake
By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on Twitter

When you’re facing a hot-hitting team 
that batted .401 in the regular season and 
had eight starters eclipse the ,340 batting 
average mark, you need all the motivation 
you can get to erase that from your mind. 
For the Gahr High softball 
team, which hosted 
Westlake High 
last Thursday in 
a CIF-Southern 
Section Division 1 
first round game, it did 
not let a 1-0 deficit late 
in the game get to 
them.

The Gladia-
tors, unranked 
in the division, 
erupted for seven 
runs in the bot-
tom of the fifth in-
ning and held on for a 7-3 victory. 
Coupled with a 7-5, eight-inning road 
game victory at La Serna High this past 
Tuesday, Gahr visited unranked Orange 
Lutheran High on May 12. The Lancers 
upset second- ranked Villa Park High this 
past Tuesday.

“First of all, that’s a great team over 
there,” said Gahr head coach Rey San-
chez. “They’ve got some great players 
and that pitcher is a good pitcher. That’s 
a great team, so hat’s off to them. Our at-
bats weren’t tough enough; we weren’t 
tough enough early. And, when you’re not 
competing from the onset, I think some 
swings and some pitches…they kind of 
let get to us a little bit, and I could see 

it in our girls’ demeaner. We challenged 
them; the coaching staff challenged them 
a little bit.”

Early on, Gahr (22-8) was stymied 
by the pitching of Kaitlyn Bartlow, who 
had allowed just two hits through the 
first four innings, neither of whom ad-

vanced to second. But it all 
fell apart with one out 
in the fifth. Junior 

left fielder Hailey 
Sanchez doubled to 
right field and Bar-
tlow was replaced 

by Linden McCarl. 
She was greeted by a 

run-scoring single 
from sophomore 
shortstop Rio Men-
dez, who went to 
third on an error. A 
base hit from junior 

right fielder Sophia 
M a g c a l e plated Mendez and after 
a sacrifice from sophomore catcher Lar-
issa Flores, senior second baseman Mika 
Huskey’s single brought in Magcale to 
make it 3-1.

Bartlow returned to the circle as senior 
catcher Breanna Lucero and sophomore 
center fielder Natalia Hill were pumping 
up the crowd. The energy worked as ju-
nior third baseman Hayley Olivas blasted 
a two-run home run over the left center 
fence.

“I think what really started that inning 
was when [Westlake] head coach [Bob 
Creamer] got fired up because of an il-
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM PRESS ROW
Cerritos baseball stymied by pitching of
Riverside Poly’s Kian Polk in first round blowout loss

NEWS & 
NOTESFROM-

PRESSROW
HMG-CN Sports Editor 

Loren Kopff

By Loren Kopff
@LorenKopff on Twitter

When the Cerritos High baseball team 
hosted Riverside Poly High last Friday 
in the CIF-Southern Section Division 3 
first round playoffs, first-hear head coach 
Martin Rodriguez knew what the Bears 
were going to do. In 2019, the Dons host-
ed the Bears in the first round and lost a 
heartbreaking 3-1, nine-inning contest.

This time around, the game was put 
away early as Poly touched up junior 
pitcher Dylan Burton for six runs within 
the first three innings and routed the 605 
League champions 10-0. Rodriguez went 
as far as to say he thought Poly would try 
to ambush his team early.

“We’ve been down be-
fore and have been able to 
muster rallies,” said Rodri-
guez. “I thought their pitch-
er did an excellent job of 
controlling the pace 
of the game. As hard 
as we tried slowing it 
down, he did a better 
job of really control-
ling the pace.”

In the bottom of 
the first inning, senior 
catcher Owen Gott, who will be playing 
at Concordia University, singled but was 
stranded there. In the bottom of the third 
inning, freshman second baseman Dalton 
Chi led off with a ground rule double and 
moved to third on a ground out from se-
nior third baseman Ethan Vo. But sopho-
more right fielder Johan Gibbs lined out 
to pitcher Kian Polk, who threw to the 
third baseman to double up Chi.

One inning later, sophomore short-
stop Carter Chi doubled and went to third 
on a ground out from junior first baseman 
Raymond Sierra and in the last inning, 
the Dons left runners in scoring position.

“We kept trying to put the pressure 
on them, and that has worked for us all 
year,” Rodriguez said. “Unfortunately 
for us today, the balls that were being 
hit hard were being hit right at guys who 
were making plays there.”

It was the worst loss of the season for 
the Dons, who finished at 22-6. The 605 
League champions had shutout losses of 
9-0 to Paraclete High and 4-0 to Valley 
Christian High earlier in the season.

“For me, I look at the lineup I had to-
day,” said Rodriguez. “When we started 
the game, we had a senior behind the 
plate and a senior at third and that’s it. 
I had two freshmen in the lineup, three 
sophomores and four juniors. I am ex-
tremely excited in moving forward with 
the core group of players we have.

“I grabbed Dylan right now and just 
put my arm around him and said, ‘this is 
going to sting, and you need to hold onto 
this feeling until next year, and when we 
get out of the box and we open with our 
traditional doubleheader at Valley Chris-
tian, you need to just let it all out and car-
ry it with you’,” he continued. “He un-
derstands all eyes are going to be on him 
as the starting pitcher [next year]. He’s 
obviously going to get the loss for today. 
What’s forgotten is how well he pitched 
for us throughout the year.”

Rodriguez went on to say that he 
wasn’t sure what to expect in his rookie 
season as a head coach, but he’s proud 
of just every milestone the team had. 
Of the 28 games that the Dons played, 
14 of them were against playoff teams, 
whether from the [CIF] L.A. City Section 
or the Southern Section.

“That’s a lot, and to have the record 
we have against those teams, there were 
some really tough losses and some fan-

tastic wins,” Rodriguez said.
In other baseball action, Artesia 

High’s dream season ended this past 
Tuesday as the Pioneers (15-12), fell 
to second-ranked Wiseburn-Da Vinci 
High 5-3 in a Division 7 second round 

game. In Division 1 ac-
tion, seventh-ranked 

La Mirada High was 
blanked by 10th-ranked 

Harvard-Westlake High 
9-0 to end its season 
at 22-7-1 while in Di-
vision 2 action, Gahr 
High (12-17) led Tor-
rance High 4-0 head-
ing into the bottom 
of the seventh inning 

before seeing the Tar-
tars score five runs for the comeback 
win. And in Division 5 action, Norwalk 
High’s season came to end with a 2-0 loss 
to Whittier Christian High last Thursday. 
The Lancers conclude the season at 14-
13.

SOFTBALL
Artesia (10-13) dropped a 9-1 deci-

sion to Calvary Chapel Santa Ana High 
last Thursday in a Division 5 first round 
game while Cerritos (15-3) was doubled 
up by Heritage High 4-2 on the same day. 
After blanking Whittier Christian 1-0 in 
a Division 1 first round game, La Mira-
da (22-7) was blanked by third-ranked 
Roosevelt High 3-0 this past Tuesday.

SWIMMING
For the fourth time in school history, 

both Cerritos teams took home hardware 
as the boys won the Division 3 champi-
onship and the girls finished in second 
place to Flintridge Prep. The boys se-
cured their sixth divisional champion-
ship, fourth since 2014 picking up 193 
points in last Saturday’s finals at the 
Marguerite Aquatics Complex in Mission 
Viejo. St. Francis High finished in second 
place with 173 points. Cerritos also won 
the Division IV championship in 2001 
and 2002 and came in second place in 
2008 and 2009.

Among the top performers were 
sophomore Kyle Ly winning the one me-
ter diving competition with a Division 3 
record score of 599.90 and the 200-yard 
medley relay team of seniors Chad Ar-
ceo, Parsa Hajipour and Jonathan Vet 
and junior Nathaniel D’Aloisio coming 
in fourth place with a time of 1:40.29.

Senior Gabriel Oliveira finished in 
third place in the 200-yard IM with a 
time of 1:54.78 and D’Aloisio was third 
in the 100-yard breaststroke with a time 
of 58.67.

The girls were nine points short of 
their fifth divisional championship as 
they picked up 181 points. It’s the fourth 
time the girls have placed second, accom-
plishing the feat in 2005, 2006 and 2008. 
The girls have also won a divisional title 
in 2013, 2014 and 2016.

The 200-yard medley relay team 
of junior Sydney Romero, sophomore 
Calista Liu and freshmen Clemence 
Choy and Jasmine Koo finished in first 
with a time of 1:50.21. The 200-yard 
freestyle relay team of Koo, Liu, Romero 
and sophomore Cayla Oliveira came in 

[See NEWS page 12]

[See GAHR page 12]
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VASQUEZ-WILSON from page 1

“Director Vasquez-Wilson called the 
sale an illegal activity and is calling on 
the community and law enforcement to 
investigate.”

VW is then seen on the screen with 
a fountain behind her sounding like she 
was in a bathroom; the first thirty sec-
onds of her appearance was a campaign 
video.

“We’re here to call out the secret sale 
of the Central Basin building, very trou-
bling very alarming, the general man-
ager of Central Basin [Dr.] Alex Rojas 
has actually sold the building. The sale 
of the building has not been approved by 
the board, we were notified in January 
the building was sold.”

But documents obtained by HMG-
CN contradict all of those allegations 
and, more alarming, VW was aware her 
statements were false.

The May 24, 2021 Board agenda 
contained a resolution under item 14 
authorizing the sale of the building to a 
potential buyer. According to the min-
utes, VW was present and voted no on 
the sale, along with her crony board 
ally Martha Camacho-Rodriguez, but it 
passed by a majority vote.

An escrow was opened up with a po-
tential buyer. The buyer had 90 days to 
perform due diligence, then another 30 
days to close escrow.

On July 19, 2022, the agent sent a 
letter informing CB that the escrow fell 
through; CB returned the deposit.

The agent’s letter was included in 
Rojas’ Weekly Update to the Board, 
which all board members receive, in-
cluding VW.

Despite the evidence, VW alleged on 

the video that “Rojas has been very se-
cretive and refuses to provide any docu-
mentation on the sale of the building or 
even if it was paid for by the buyer that 
he claims to exist.”

Two weeks later, in Rojas’ August 6 
Weekly Update, he informed the board 
that they would be executing the deal 
with the backup buyer, and the resolu-
tion would be included in the August 23 
board meeting agenda for approval. VW 
received that update.

The resolution appeared as item 
number 18 on the board agenda and was 
approved on a six to one vote. VW once 
again voted no.

But on the video Vasquez stated, 
“Since then the community has been 
very concerned, calling for information 
on the terms and sale of the building, 
how much, where are we moving and 
who is purchasing the building.”

Alleging a Brown Act violation by 
Rojas, VW maliciously slandered Rojas 
stating, “ he has failed to follow the law 
he has refused to make disclosures, he is 
a disgusting and appalling person who is 
totally lawless.”

After the building was sold, the board 
held a closed meeting and reported out 
all terms of the sale including the selling 
price.
What Was She Thinking?

VW’s unfounded allegations are, and 
can only be explained by the fact that her 
husband, Ron Wilson, is a questionable 
attorney who always defends his litigious 
wife, forgoing expensive legal fees.

Wilson constantly abuses the “spe-
cial appearance” substitute in court and 
does not charge his wife fees.

He did that during the defamation 
lawsuit he lost against HMG-CN, saving 

over $100,000 in legal fees, a lawsuit the 
presiding judge slammed.

Several emails into Vasquez-Wilson 
and her husband remain unanswered.

All documents can be found online 
at loscerritosnews.net

legal pitch that was called,” said Huskey. 
“That fired us up in the dugout, which I 
think also fired up [Hailey Sanchez] be-
cause we were all in it and we were all 
screaming. After that, the hits kept on 
stringing together and we kept scoring.”

“This girl is a rise ball pitcher,” said 
Rey Sanchez. “She had it going, and she 
was beating us early and we had prepared 
for that. I had talked to the team in the 
last two days of practice we had…we set 
up for rise balls. We were talking about 
staying committed to the ground and not 
rising up out of your legs and all and hav-
ing that plate discipline.”

The inning continued with senior des-
ignated player Amanda Ta’amu doubling 
down the left field line, Bartlow walking 
sophomore pitcher Hayley Cortez and 
Hill to load the bases and Hailey Sanchez 
singling to center to wrap up Gahr’s scor-
ing. The pitching change came somewhat 
as a surprise to many despite Bartlow 
having thrown 73 pitches before being 
replaced.

“At that point I was; I honestly was,” 
said the Gahr coach. “But obviously, that 
coach knows his players better. I was a 
little bit surprised because I thought that 
girl was doing a pretty good job. But 
I think he has enough trust in the lefty 
pitcher, who also is a very good pitcher.”

“Hayley has been our clutch hitter all 
year,” he later said of the home run. “She 
had two tough at-bats; they weren’t her 
best at-bats. She struck out looking and 
then got jammed. But this is what good 
hitters do. They make in-game adjust-
ments, and that’s what Hayley did in that 
situation.”

But Westlake wasn’t about to go away 
that quickly. In the top of the sixth in-
ning, Marian Elohim singled and Kaylee 
Clarkson homered over the right center 
fence. After that, Cortez settled down to 
retire five of the last six batters she faced 
and ended the game scattering seven hits 
while striking out two.

“Marley didn’t have enough pitches 
today,” said Rey Sanchez. “She struggled 
with some of her pitches, her changeup 
wasn’t close, and we’ve been trying to 
get that pitch down and she knows that. 
But the thing that Marley has is she’s 
got courage. She’s not afraid; she’ll get 
in there and she’s going to battle you no 
matter what. She’s been our girl all year 
long.”

“We have hitters on our team, and 
I don’t think we were really scared for 
them coming in knowing that their num-
bers were high, and knowing that they 
played good teams during league,” said 
Huskey. “I think the win against Warren 
put us in a good position here and it kept 
our energy going throughout this game.”

Flores, Huskey and Hailey Sanchez 
all had a pair of hits as the Gladiators, 
who won the San Gabriel Valley League, 
are in a familiar place from a few seasons 
back. The program reached the Division 
1 championship game in 2018, advanced 
to the semifinals in 2015 and 2019 and 
the quarterfinals in 2016. Last season, 
Gahr went 14-7, finished in third place 
in the SGVL and was bounced out in the 
first round.

“I don’t know so much turnaround 
as…last year we did struggle a little bit 
in league and we lost a couple of games 
early,” said Rey Sanchez. “I love the 
fight that our girls came into this season 
with from the get-go. Early on, we were 

GAHR from page 11

swinging the bats well and we had a lot 
of compliments from [other] teams who 
said, ‘hey, you guys are swinging the bats 
really well’. But for the most part, I’m 
just proud of these girls.”

“I think this year, we have much better 
team chemistry than last year because of 
Covid, we were all online and we would 
only see each other at practice during 
the week,” said Huskey. “But I think be-
ing back in school and seeing each other 
24/7, literally, has brought us so much 
closer together.”

With a win over Orange Lutheran, the 
Gladiators would face either sixth-ranked 
Pacifica High or third-ranked Roosevelt 
High on Saturday in the semifinals.

second place with a time of 1:40.09 while 
Choy won the 100-yard breaststroke with 
a time of 1:05.94

Liu was third in the 50-yard freestyle 
with a time of 24.55

The 400-yard freestyle relay team of 
Liu, senior Jamie Rigor, sophomore Al-
exandria Dornoff and freshman Daph-
ne Khong was fourth with a time of 
3:45.08.

Also in Division 3, the Whitney High 
girls picked up 28 points while in Divi-
sion 4, the Artesia and Gahr girls had 35 
and 32 points respectively while for the 
boys, La Mirada racked up 56 points, 
Valley Christian High had 31 points and 
Artesia had nine points.

TRACK AND FIELD
A pair of area athletes have advanced 

to the CIF-SS divisional champion-
ships, which will take place on Saturday 
at Moorpark High. In Division 2, Gahr 
senior Natalyn Membreno will compete 
in the 800 meter run, slated for approxi-
mately 3:50 p.m. where she had a time 
of 2:19.99 in last Saturday’s preliminar-
ies. V.C. senior Karon Warren, who has 
the best Division 4 time in the 400 meter 
run, will race at 2:55 p.m., then compete 
in the 200 meter dash nearly two hours 
later. Her preliminary time from last Sat-
urday was 25.69, the eighth best time in 
the division.

roam the gardens, you will spy a pack 
of dogs, a fluffle of rabbits, a troop of 
monkeys, a swarm of butterflies and a pod 
of dolphins. Flamboyance features more 
than 100 topiary animals presented in six 
groupings throughout the Garden. The 
largest of these groupings is the life-sized 
flamingos filled with begonias.

Also part of the exhibit is a pair of 
beautiful, oversized butterfly wings; 
visitors can  snap a photo in front the 
marvelous exhibit. You won’t be able to 
miss them, but just in case, they will be 
located in front of the SOAR, the Tropical 
Butterflies exhibit. And while Flamboyance 
is free with Garden admission, there is a 
separate fee and reservation needed for 
the butterfly pavilion. 

Your SOAR journey begins as you 
step into the host and nectar garden for an 
up-close view of the butterfly habitat and 
the emergence of new species. A guided 
tour brings you into the main pavilion 
with new tropical butterflies.

Some areas of Flamboyance might 
be impassable for wheelchairs or those 
with mobility issues. A select amount 
of accessibility tickets are available on 
Saturdays that include a 20-minute golf 
cart ride to see the topiaries. Tickets must 
be booked in advance by calling Guest 
Services at 424-452-0920. Flamboyance 
runs at the Garden from May 1 through 
July 31.

For tickets and more information, 
visit southcoastbotanicgarden.org.

NEWS from page 11

FLAMINGOS from page 1
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 A/C HEATING

Catherine 
Grant Wieder

Probate, Wills, Living 
Trusts, Special Needs 

Trusts, Powers of 
Attorney & 

Advance Directives.

562-404-4039

 ATTORNEY

562.567.2050

 MORTGAGE

562-533-5600
www.CenturionMF.com

CA DRE 01443787, NMLS 206457

DeAnna Allensworth
 Broker - Advisor
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 REFUSE SERVICES

 ATTORNEY

  562-818-5001

 Family Owned & Operated - VigilAirAndHeat.com
Cerritos business

since 2005!

Lic #864284

Quality work at fair rates,call us for your free estimate.

Central Heating & Air Conditioning 
Ductless Mini Split Systems Install 

Check us out 
on Yelp!

SPECIALIZING IN

CEMETERY

ADVERTISE

We offer a wide range of plumbing services from emergency plumbing to 
commercial plumbing services, our master plumbers are ready 

to handle all jobs large or small at any time during the day or night. 

Over 30 years in business!
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 

los cerritos 
community 
newspaper

Follow us!
@cerritosnews

Bonded & Insured • California Contractors Lic. #458625BEFORE AFTER

WE USE

EQUIPMENT

BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:
R Increased water pressure
R No more rusty or discolored water
R Being able to use more than one faucet at a time
R No more leaky pipes
R No scalding in the shower when someone turns on a faucet
R Greater peace of mind
R Positive selling point for your property

WITH THIS AD!

$5OFF

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
(562) 924-2565 • (714) 527-5300

20014 State Road, CERRITOS

SEWER & DRAIN CLEAN-OUTS • FAUCETS • VIDEO SEWER INSPECTION • GAS LINES

SEWER LOCATION •  WALL & FLOOR HEATERS •  CIRCULATING PUMPS
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BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.
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 PLUMBING

SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
Proudly serving the city of Cerritos

GOT TRASH? RENT ME!
• Up to 7-day rental
• Next day delivery
• Approximately 350lb. weight capacity
• Ideal for general cleanup projects 
• Extra empties may be ordered for an     
  additional fee.

Call 562.259.1239
calmetservices.com • info@calmetservices.com

DIRECTORY

LOCAL SERVICE DIRECTORY-SHOP LOCAL!

Upcoming Events at
OC Fair & Event Center

626 Night Market OC and Costa 
Mesa Speedway are both back at the 
OC Fairgrounds this month. The fair-
grounds is also hosting several other 
events before we head into the summer 
for the annual OC Fair.
♦ 626 Night Market OC, May 
13-15

The festival features 200+ food, 
merchandise, crafts, arts, games, music 
and entertainment attractions in an epic 
event that appeals to all ages.

May 13-15, June 17-19
Friday, 4-11 p.m.; Saturday & Sun-

day, 1-11 p.m.
On the fairgrounds: OC Promenade, 

Lot G and Lot I
How much: $5 admission plus fees; 

free for children 3 and younger. Parking 
is $10. Most vendors accept cash only; 

626nightmarket.com/tickets-oc
 ♦ Gem Faire, May 13-15

Fine jewelry, precious and semi-
precious gemstones, millions of beads, 
crystals, gold, silver, minerals and much 
more at manufacturer’s prices. Nearly 
200 exhibitors from around the world. 
Jewelry repair, cleaning & ring sizing 
while you shop.

Friday, May 13, noon-6 p.m. Satur-
day, May 14, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sunday, 
May 15, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Costa Mesa Building and Santa Ana 
Pavilion, $7 general admission; free 
for kids age 11 and younger. Parking is 
$10.

Visit gemfaire.com
♦ O.C. Swap Meet, May 14

This event was created to provide a 
space for local small businesses and the 
community to come together in an out-
door setting. The swap meet showcases 
products and goods for all to buy and 
enjoy.  Saturday, May 14, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Lot D Free admission. Parking is 
$10.

Check instagram.com/ogocswap-
meet, email ogswapmeet@gmail.com 

or call (949) 302-0355
♦ SOS Wild & Crazy Taco 
Night, May 19

Orange County’s most generous 
chefs will join Share Our Selves in an 
evening of fun, friendship and amazing 
tacos. In the spirit of friendly competi-
tion and to support a great cause, these 
chefs will create gourmet tacos you 
won’t find anywhere else Thursday, 
May 19, 2022, 5:30-7:30 p.m. (VIP pre-
party begins at 4:30 p.m.) Plaza Pacifica

$80 early-bird general admission 
(increases to $90 on May 1); $150 
early-bird VIP (increases to $170 on 
May 1). Tickets include all-you-can 
eat tacos, margaritas, beer, wine and 
non-alcoholic beverages. All proceeds 
benefit SOS and the vital services they 
provide to address issues including 
food insecurity, housing insecurity and 
overall wellness for our low-income 
and homeless neighbors.

Visit shareourselves.org/event/29th-
annual-wild-crazy-taco-night/

♦ Sand Sports Super SWAP, 
May 21

The Sand Sports Super Show is 
hosting a one-day opportunity for off-
road enthusiasts to “swap” their sand 
toys and equipment. Sellers of new and 
used quads, dune buggies, motorcycles, 

Pre-print Flyers 
Inserted in
Our Paper 

& Delivered 
Around Your 

Store
Only 6 cents

Per Insert!  
562.407.3873

sales@cerritosnews.net

tires, engine parts, helmets and anything 
for the off-road enthusiast are welcome!

Saturday, May 21, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.Lot 
Presale tickets (until May 20 online 
only) are $5; day of show tickets are 
$10; children 12 & younger are free. 
Parking is $10.

More info: Visit
sandsportssupershow.com

♦ Costa Mesa Speedway, May 
21

Jack Milne Cup / Speedway / Side-
cars / Juniors / Vintage Bike Show – 
Legends. Saturday, May 21, gates open 
at 5:30 p.m. / Qualifying 6 p.m. / First 
Race 7:30 p.m. Action Sports Arena.

$20 general admission; $10 for kids 
ages 3-12; free for kids 2 and younger. 
Parking is $10.

More info: Visit
costamesasspeedway.net

♦ Scottish Fest, May 28-29
Scottish Fest is Southern Califor-

nia’s largest Scottish, Celtic, American 
Festival. Experience two days of world 
class Celtic music, piping and drum-
ming competitions, Highland dancing 
contests, Scottish heavy athletics, Scot-
tish gifts and foods, Scottish clans and 
genealogy, a fantastic children’s glen 
and so much more!

Saturday, May 28, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
& Sunday, May 29, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. $30 
general one-day admission, $26 seniors 
(62+), $5 for children 12 & younger, 
free for children 5 & younger, free for 
military and first responders. Parking is 
$10.

More info:
Visit scottishfest.com

Rabies Clinics to
be Held in June and July

The City of Cerritos will hold two 
low-cost rabies clinics for dogs and cats 
in Shelter 1 at Cerritos Park East from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, June 15 
and Tuesday, July 12.

The clinics are sponsored by Long 
Beach Animal Care Services and Ar-
tesia Animal Hospital, in cooperation 
with the City of Cerritos Community 
Participation division. More informa-
tion will be provided in the June and 
July issues of “The Cerritos News.”
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CITY OF CERRITOS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS FOR
C5 WELL REHABILITATION SERVICES AND PILOT STUDY

PROJECT NO. 17197, RFB NO. 1466-22
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cerritos, County of Los Angeles, State of 
California, hereby invites sealed bids for the following project: Project Identification: C5 WELL 
REHABILITATION SERVICES AND PILOT STUDY, PROJECT NO. 17197, RFB NO. 1466-
22. Project Description: The work or improvement to be performed generally consists of all labor, 
material, tools, and equipment necessary for rehabilitation services and pilot study of the C5 Well, 
located at 20101 Cabrillo Lane. Bids submission deadline: Wednesday, June 1, 2022, at 11:00 
a.m. Place of bid receipt: The bid submission must be received in the Office of the City Clerk, 
First Floor, 18125 Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, CA 90703.  Bids must be marked: “C5 WELL 
REHABILITATION SERVICES AND PILOT STUDY, PROJECT NO. 17197, RFB NO. 1466-
22.” It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that the bid is received in the appropriate location 
by the deadline.  Bids not received in the Office of the City Clerk by the deadline provided will not 
be considered. All Bids shall be made on the form furnished by the City. The City will evaluate all 
bids and the City’s final selection criteria will be based on, but not limited to, the following analysis:
•   Completeness of bid.

•   Contractor’s demonstrated understanding of the scope of work.
•   Contractor’s project team member’s experience in performing similar work.
•   Feedback received from references listed on Reference Sheet.
•   The total project proposal fee.

Obtaining Contract Documents: A set of Contract Documents, including plans and specifications 
may be purchased by contacting the City of Cerritos Engineering Division at (562) 916-1219. The 
cost of the bid documents is $10.00 ($15.00 if mailing is requested).  There will be no refund for 
return of the documents and return is not required. Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid security 
referred to in the Contract Documents and by a list of proposed subcontractors.  Evidence of 
insurance, Performance Bond, Labor and Material Payment Bond, and Warranty Bond, as specified 
in the Contract Documents, will be required prior to execution of the contract.  In accordance with 
Public Contract Code Section 22300, the bidder who is awarded the contract may substitute securities 
for retention money withheld by a public agency to ensure performance under the contract.  The 
procedure and requirements for substituting said securities are set forth in Public Contract Code 
Section 22300, which is incorporated by this reference as set forth herein. The City reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, or portions thereof, or to waive any informality or irregularity in a bid to 
the extent allowed by law. No bid will be accepted from a contractor who has not been licensed in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 9, Division III of the California Business and Professions 
Code.  The contractor must possess a license of the following classification at the time the contract 
is awarded (and must maintain this license classification through completion of the project): “A” or 
“C-57”.  The bidder’s attention is also directed to Section 7028.15 of the Business and Professions 
Code for further reference. Only a contractor or subcontractor who currently is registered with the 
California Department of Industrial Relations (“DIR”) to bid on public works contracts in California, 
pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5, shall be permitted to submit or be listed on a bid.  No bid 
shall be accepted, nor any contract or subcontract entered into, without proof of the contractor or 
subcontractor’s current registration to perform public work pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5. 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1770, et seq., of the California Labor Code, the DIR has 
determined the general prevailing rate of wages and employer payments for health and welfare, 
vacations, pensions and similar proposes applicable to the work to be done.  These rates shall be the 
minimum rates for this project.  Copies of the prevailing wage rates are on file at City Hall, located 
at 18125 Bloomfield Avenue, Cerritos, California, 90703, and shall be available to any interested 
party upon request.  In addition, rates may be obtained by visiting http://www.dir.ca.gov/OPRL/pwd/, 
calling the DIR, Division of Labor Statistics and Research’s Prevailing Wage Unit at (415) 703-4774, 
faxing the Prevailing Wage Unit at (415) 703-4771 or writing to DIR, Division of Labor Statistics 
and Research, Prevailing Wage Unit, P.O. Box 420603, San Francisco, CA, 94142.  The contractor to 
whom the contract is awarded, and the subcontractors under him, must pay not less than these rates 
for this area to all workers employed in the execution of the contract. The bidder’s attention is further 
directed to Section 9204 of the Public Contract Code regarding the claims resolution process for all 
public works projects.  Any dispute or claim against the City under a public works project shall be 
processed in accordance with Section 9204 of the Public Contract Code and any other applicable law. 
By order of the City of Cerritos.
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
MICHAEL CHAVEZ
CASE NO. 22STPB04163
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both 
of MICHAEL CHAVEZ.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by TONI I. CHAVEZ in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that TONI I. CHAVEZ be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and any codicils are available 
for examination in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act with limited author-
ity. (This authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 05/31/22 at 8:30AM in Dept. 11 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JOSEPH G. DAVIS - SBN 76197
1100 W. TOWN & COUNTRY ROAD,
SUITE 1250
ORANGE CA 92868
5/6, 5/13, 5/20/22
CNS-3581324#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
ARMANDO FERREIRA
CASE NO. 22STPB02253
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both 
of ARMANDO FERREIRA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by NANCY FERREIRA MEJIA in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that NANCY FERREIRA MEJIA be appointed as personal representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and any codicils are available 
for examination in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 05/27/22 at 8:30AM in Dept. 67 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
PRISCILLA C. SOLARIO, ESQ.
SBN 259607, LAW OFFICES OF PRISCILLA C. SOLARIO
9431 HAVEN AVE., #108
RANCHO CUCAMONGA CA 91730
5/6, 5/13, 5/20/22
CNS-3581655#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-TER ESTATE OF:
FRANK MEDINA
CASE NO. 22STPB03863
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contin-gent creditors, and persons who may other-wise be interested in the WILL or estate, or 
both of FRANK MEDINA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by FRANK MEDINA, JR. in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGE-
LES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that FRANK MEDINA, JR. be appointed as per-sonal representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and any codicils are available 
for examination in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to admin-ister the estate under the Independent Ad-ministration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court ap-proval. Before taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal representa-tive will be required to give notice to inter-ested persons unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 05/24/22 at 8:30AM in Dept. 11 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the peti-tion, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objec-tions 
with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowl-
edgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate as-sets or of any petition or account as provid-ed in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
MICHAEL M. STEPHENSON - SBN 49801
STEPHENSON & STEPHENSON
29000 S. WESTERN AVENUE, SUITE 300
RANCHO PALOS VERDES CA 90275
4/29, 5/6, 5/13/22
CNS-3578243#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends to sell the personal property described below to enforce a lien imposed on 
said property pursuant to Sections 21700–21716 of the CA Business and Professions Code, Section 2328 of CA Commercial Code, 
Sections 1812.600 –1812.609, Section 1988 of CA Civil Code and Section 535 of the CA Penal Code. 
The undersigned will be sold at public auction conducted on www.storagetreasures.com ending on Tuesday, May 17, 2022 at 10:00am. 
The personal property including: general household goods, electronics, tools, personal effects, and or miscellaneous items are stored 
at: Cerritos Self Storage, 16515 Valley View Ave., Cerritos, County of Los Angeles, State of California by the following:
Name                     Unit #
Jonathan Conoley   F15
Purchases must be made in CASH ONLY and paid at the above referenced facility in order to complete the transaction. Sale is subject 
to cancellation in the event of settlement between owner and obligated party.
Dated this 6th and 13th day of May 2022.
Self Storage Management Company
Bond #: WLI1254152
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T.S. No.: 2022-00135-CA              A.P.N.:7012-006-008
Property Address: 16624 SHENANDOAH AVENUE, CERRITOS, CA 90703
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO 
THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 10/17/2005. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROP-
ERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: JIMMY MCNABB
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 11/08/2005 as Instrument No. 05 2698548 in book --, page-- and of Official Records in the office of the Recorder of Los 
Angeles County, California,
Date of Sale: 06/16/2022 at 09:00 AM
Place of Sale: VINEYARD BALLROOM, DOUBLETREE HOTEL LOS ANGELES-NORWALK, 13111 SYCAMORE DRIVE, NORWALK, 
CA 90650
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and other charges: $ 296,474.60
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR 
NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL 
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINAN-
CIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a Deed of Trust 
described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of real property: 16624 SHENANDOAH AVENUE, CERRITOS, CA 90703
A.P.N.: 7012-006-008
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other common designation, if any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), advances, under the terms of said 
Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance 
of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of 
the Notice of Sale is:
$ 296,474.60.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is possible that at the time of the sale the opening bid may 
be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid to the 
Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the undersigned a written request to commence foreclosure, and the under-
signed caused a Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located.
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:  If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. 
If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you 
can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this 
property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you 
consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:  The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficia-
ry, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements 
be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been 
postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web 
site https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx  using the file number assigned to this case 2022-00135-CA. Information about postponements 
that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or 
on the Internet Web site.  The best way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale.
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction, if conducted after January 1, 2021, pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the property if you match the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call 
(855)-976-3916, or visit this internet website https://tracker.auction.com/sb1079, using the file number assigned to this case 2022-00135-CA  to 
find the date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send 
a written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must submit a bid, 
by remitting the funds and affidavit described in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after 
the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney or 
appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.
Date: May 10, 2022 Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 238
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299 https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. LCCN 5/13, 5/20, 5/27/22



 15LosCerritosNews.netMAY 13, 2022 To advertise call 562-407-3873

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
IRIS V. BENNETT
CASE NO. 22STPB04548
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both 
of IRIS V. BENNETT.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by CAROL F. ROBERTSON in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that CAROL F. ROBERTSON be appointed as personal representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and any codicils are available 
for examination in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act with limited author-
ity. (This authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 06/16/22 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
EUGENE A. GLEASON III - SBN 096415
GLEASON LAW OFFICES
15651 E. IMPERIAL HWY., SUITE 202A
LA MIRADA CA 90638
5/13, 5/20, 5/27/22
CNS-3584700#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

CITY OF ARTESIA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Planning Commission of the City of Artesia will hold the 
Regular Planning Commission Meeting at the of the City of Artesia will hold a public hearing in the 
City Council Chambers of Artesia City Hall located at 18747 Clarkdale Avenue, Artesia, California at 
6:30pm on Tuesday, May 17, 2022 to consider the following item:

Case No. 2022-06     Conditional Use Permit Modification

AT&T Mobility
200 Spectrum Center Drive, Suite 1700, Irvine CA 92618

A request for approval of a modification to a Conditional Use Permit (Case No. 2022-06) permitting 
an existing wireless telecommunication monopalm facility to: remove and replace (12) existing panel 
antennas, adjust the antennas spacing for all sectors, and remove and replace a new ground cabinet 
within their existing sublease property located at 17203 Corby Avenue in the Heavy Manufacturing 
and Industrial (M-2) Zone and making a determination of a Class 1, Categorical Exemption under 
CEQA pursuant to Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) of the CEQA guidelines.
Resolution No. 2022-06P

If you challenge any of these proposals in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you 
or someone else raised at the public hearing described in the notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City of Artesia Planning Commission at or prior to the public hearing.

All interested persons are invited to attend this hearing and express their opinion on the matters listed 
above.

       Jerry Clemente,
PUBLISHED: May 6, 2022      Contract Planner
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T.S. No. 098043-CA APN: 7034-014-029 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 5/6/2015. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROP-
ERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER On 7/19/2022 at 10:30 AM, CLEAR RECON CORP, as duly appointed 
trustee under and pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded 5/14/2015 as Instrument No. 20150562320 of Official Records in the office of the 
County Recorder of Los Angeles County, State of CALIFORNIA executed by: CHERYL A. TORRES, AN UNMARRIED WOMAN 
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR NA-
TIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, SAVINGS ASSOCIATION, OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 
OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE; BEHIND THE FOUNTAIN LOCATED IN 
CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, 400 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, POMONA, CA 91766 all right, title and interest conveyed to and now held 
by it under said Deed of Trust in the property situated in said County and State described as: MORE ACCURATELY DESCRIBED IN 
SAID DEED OF TRUST. The street address and other common designation, if any, of the real property described above is purported to 
be: 11358 SHARON ST, CERRITOS, CA 90703 The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street ad-
dress and other common designation, if any, shown herein.  Said sale will be held, but without covenant or warranty, express or implied, 
regarding title, possession, condition, or encumbrances, including fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by 
said Deed of Trust, to pay the remaining principal sums of the note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust.  The total amount of the unpaid 
balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the 
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is:  $522,569.26  If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder's 
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.  
The beneficiary under said Deed of Trust heretofore executed and delivered to the undersigned a written Declaration of Default and 
Demand for Sale, and a written Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The undersigned or its predecessor caused said Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located.  NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:  If you are 
considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will 
be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and 
clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest 
bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive 
clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this 
property by contacting the county recorder's office or a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this informa-
tion. If you consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust 
on the property.  NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times 
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that informa-
tion about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, 
you may call (844) 477-7869 or visit this Internet Web site WWW.STOXPOSTING.COM, using the file number assigned to this case 
098043-CA. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may not 
immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web site. The best way to verify postponement information is 
to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: Effective January 1, 2021, you may have a right to purchase this property after 
the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the 
property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase 
the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (855) 313-3319, or visit this internet website www.clearreconcorp.com, 
using the file number assigned to this case 098043-CA to find the date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and 
highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it 
no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the 
trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney 
or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase. FOR SALES INFORMATION: 
(844) 477-7869 CLEAR RECON CORP 4375 Jutland Drive San Diego, California 92117

CITY OF HAWAIIAN GARDENS CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICIA PARA UNA AUDIENCIA PUBLICA

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Hawaiian Gardens will conduct a public 
hearing pertaining to the item listed below:

PUBLIC HEARING:

CEQA 
DETERMINATION:   

INVITATION TO BE HEARD

PLEASE NOTE THAT IN LIGHT OF AB 361, THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
IS BEING CONDUCTED AS A HYBRID VIRTUAL MEETING AND IN PERSON 
MEETING. STAFF WILL PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING AND WILL FOLLOW 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES. CITY OFFICIALS, STAFF AND 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
SUBJECT TO SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS, AND/OR VIRTUALLY 
USING THE ZOOM PLATFORM.

The meeting can be viewed via various platforms as follows:

City of Hawaiian Gardens local cable/channel:
•ATT-99

•FRONTIER - 16
•SPECTRUM – 36

Live Stream via City website at: www.hgcity.org

FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO THIS PUBLIC HEARING 
ITEM, IT IS ADVISED TO SUBMIT USING ONE OF THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS:

• VIA WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE / E-COMMENT: Members of the public who 
wish to comment on matters before the City should submit written correspondence to the City 
Hall Black Drop Box or the following email address:                          clerksoffice@hgcity.
org, or by e-comment on the City’s website, by no later than Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 
4:00 pm. Note: Written correspondence will not be read into the record during the meeting; 
however, correspondence received by 4:00 pm will be forwarded to the City Council,  made 
a part of the official record, and made available for public review during the meeting  If 
submitting a comment pertaining to an agenda item, please reference the agenda item. 
• IN¬-PERSON COMMENT the City Council shall provide members of the public the 
opportunity to address the City Council on any issues within the subject matter jurisdiction of 
the City Council or to speak on items on and off the agenda, except for Public Hearing items. 
Each speaker shall be limited to three (3) minutes of public comment at each regular meeting. 
The City Council shall not discuss or take action relative to any public comment unless 
authorized by California Government Code Section 54954.2(b). Face Masks/Face Shields will 
be required for all in-person comments and attendance. 
• ZOOM: All members of the public participating via Zoom will be placed on mute, except for 
during the opportunity for public comments and when recognized by the Mayor. Members of 
the public may participate via Zoom by logging on via the information below: 
Meeting 
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9643544069?pwd=UWtQamNIaEIxYnlwdjlSUCtiNEhQdz
09
Meeting ID: 964 354 4069 Passcode: HG1
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,9643544069#,,,,*260613# US (San Jose)
+14086380968,,9643544069#,,,,*260613# US (San Jose)
Dial by your location
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
Meeting ID : 964 354 4069
Passcode (VIA PHONE ONLY): 260613

Members of the public shall have the right to observe and offer public comment at the public 
meeting, consistent with the public's rights of access and public comment otherwise provided for by 
the Brown Act, as applicable (including, but not limited to, the requirement that such right of access 
and public comment be made available in a manner consistent with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act).  The City Council will participate in a Regular Meeting on Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 6:00 
pm via in-person and teleconference (Zoom).

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Hawaiian Gardens Community Development 
Department at (562) 420-2641 Ext 246.  Si desea obtener mas informacion, llame al Departamento de 
Desarrollo de la Comunidad al (562) 420-2641.

Maryann Marks, AICP, 
Interim Community Development Director

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 5/13/22

HEARING BODY:
DATE OF HEARING:
TIME OF HEARING:
LOCATION OF HEARING:

     Hawaiian Gardens City Council
May 24, 2022

6:00 P.M., or soon thereafter.
City Council Chambers

21815 Pioneer Boulevard
Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716

Case No. PLNG2021¬0026 General Plan Amendment - The 
City of Hawaiian Gardens City Council will conduct a public 
hearing for the purpose of approving an amendment to the General 
Plan Land Use Element Map, from General Commercial to High 
Density Residential (HDR), for property located at 12345 Carson 
Street, Assessor Parcel Number 7066¬017¬012 in the City of 
Hawaiian Gardens, California; and adoption of the Initial Study/
Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring 
Program for the project under the California Environmental 
Quality Act; 

Case No. PLNG2021¬0025 Zone Change - The City of Hawaiian 
Gardens City Council will conduct a public hearing for the 
purpose of approving a resolution to adopt an ordinance approving 
the rezoning of a property from C¬4 (General Commercial) To 
R-4 (High Density Residential), for property located at 12345 
Carson Street, City of Hawaiian Gardens, California;

Case No. PLNG2021-0025 Site Plan Review - The City of 
Hawaiian Gardens City Council will conduct a public hearing 
for the purpose of approving a  site plan review for the site plan 
and architectural design of a new 13-unit apartment complex 
on property located at 12345 Carson Street, City of Hawaiian 
Gardens, California

In accordance with the provisions of the California Environ-
mental Quality Act (CEQA), an Initial Study for Environmental 
Impacts was prepared for the proposed project. To complete 
the environmental analysis, the project’s environmental firm 
prepared the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the 
project. During the CEQA analysis, potential impacts from air 
quality, traffic, noise, and geology among others were reviewed.  
A copy of the proposed MND was published for a 30-day public 
comment period, which started on February 18, 2022 and ended 
on March 18, 2022.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author sub-
mission kit! Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 1-855-667-0380 
(Cal-SCAN)
Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 1-877-
538-9554 or visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)
AUTOS WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS  
Fast Free Pickup – Running or Not - 
24 Hour Response - Maximum Tax 
Donation – Help Find Missing Kids! 
Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-
SCAN)
CABLE/INTERNET SERVICES
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-855-397-
7909. (Cal-SCAN)
CABLE/SATELLITE TV
DIRECTV - Watch your favorite live 
sports, news and entertainment any-
where. More top premium channels 
than DISH. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to 

SPECIAL!
PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD

ONLY$.99 PER WORD
IN PRINT AND ONLINE

email:
sales@cerritosnews.net

enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 1-888-231-4274. (Cal-
SCAN)
HEALTH/MEDICAL
Aloe Care Health, medical alert sys-
tem. The most advanced medical alert 
product on the market. Voice-activat-
ed! No wi-fi needed! Special offer call 
and mention offer code CARE20 to 
get $20 off Mobile Companion. Call 
today 1-844-790-1673. (SCAN)
INSURANCE
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances com-
panies. Get a quote within minutes. 
Average savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-8pm Cen-
tral) (Cal-SCAN)
MISCELLANEOUS
REAL ESTATE LOANS
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for busi-
ness purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-principal 
DRE 01041073. No consumer loans. 
(Cal-SCAN)
SENIOR LIVING
Looking for assisted living, memory 
care, or independent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-844-741-0130  today. 
(Cal-SCAN)
SERVICES
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 844-857-1737 (Cal-
SCAN)

REACH 13
MILLION READERS!

We deliver the largest consortium of 

trusted news publishers in California 
and beyond. For more info on multi-

market solutions call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

La Mirada's
Special Memorial
Day Events
Staff Report

A special Memorial Day event hon-
oring those who have served in our 
nation’s Armed Forces will be held on 
Monday, May 30 at 10 a.m. at Olive 
Lawn Memorial Park, located at 13926 
La Mirada Boulevard.

The service will include vocal trib-
utes, guest speakers, and recognition of 
Blue Star families.

There will also be a special tribute to 
fallen soldiers, and the placing of flower 
wreaths by the City Council, community 
organizations, and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and Auxiliary.

The program is being provided by a 
partnership of the La Mirada Veterans 
Coordinating Council, Veterans of For-
eign Wars (VFW) post 9148, the City, 
and support from many local organiza-
tions. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs, as seating is limited.

For additional information, call La 
Mirada VFW Post #9148 at (562) 903-
1185 or the City at (562) 943-7277.

Prime Tacos Opens in Norwalk

By Tammye McDuff
Norwalk officially welcomed Taqueria 

El Cortez Prime Tacos with a grand open-
ing and ribbon cutting in April.

This is one of the best taquerias in the 
area. What sets this place apart from oth-
ers is in the quality of the meat. They have 
"prime grade" tacos on the menu from cuts 
of short rib and rib eye. When you order 
"Prime" they literally pull the cut from 
the fridge and cook it on the spot, the wait 
time is minimal. Tacos come full of meat, 

add cilantro to go with their tasty salsa.
When you visit be sure to order the 

carne asada Mulita, carne asada, Al pastor 
with pineapple, tripa, lengua and prime 
rib eye tacos, this seems to be a customer 
favorite. 

The customer service is excellent, but 
put your credit cards away. This estab-
lishment is cash only. Taqueria El Cortez 
Prime Tacos offers a Taco Tuesday ev-
ery week and is located at 16220 Pioneer 
Boulevard in Norwalk.

WELCOME: Norwalk Mayor Rick Ramirez and Councilwoman Margarita Rios 
with the owners of  Taqueria El Cortez Prime Tacos at the ribbon cutting.

REAL ID Federal
Enforcement Date
is One Year Away
Apply online to get
a REAL ID now.
The deadline is
May 3, 2023.
Staff Report

The REAL ID federal enforcement 
date is just one year away, and inter-
ested parties can beat the rush.

Starting May 3, 2023, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security will 
require a valid passport or other feder-
ally approved identification.

Approved identification includes the 
REAL ID driver’s license or identifica-
tion card in order to board flights within 
the United States and access secure 
federal facilities like military bases.

Those who want the ID can start the 
application online now and get REAL 
ID ready in three simple steps:

1. Gather all required identification 
documents

2. Complete the online application 
and upload the documents

3. Visit the DMV office to complete 
your REAL ID application

Visit dmv.ca.gov/realid for a com-
plete list of acceptable documents and 
to begin your online application.

Question: What type of documents 
are required to apply for my REAL ID?

Answer: 1 original or certified 
proof of identity and 2 different printed 
proofs of California residency are 
required.

One original or certified proof of 
identity*
• Examples: valid passport, birth 
certificate, valid permanent resident 
card
*If your name on your proof of 
identity is different from the name 
on your other documents you will 
need a legal name change docu-
ment (Examples: marriage certifi-
cate, adoption papers.)
Two different printed proofs of 
California residency
• Examples: utility bill, bank state-
ment, insurance documents, tax 
return, rental or lease agreement, 
school documents

Question: Do I have to wait for my 
current license or ID to expire before I 
get a REAL ID?

Answer: No, you can apply for the 
REAL ID before your current driver 
license or ID expires.

Be aware that your new REAL ID 
will hold the same expiration date as 
your current driver license or ID.

Keep in mind that as the enforce-
ment date gets closer, wait times are 
estimated to get longer.

Don’t delay and apply today to beat 
the rush.

For more information, please visit 
dmv.ca.gov/realid 

Sports and non sports card 
Collections WANTED!!
Excellent cash prices paid!
Serving all of California.

Purchasing large and small 
accumulations alike!

Collections purchased daily.
1-209-204-1404

Sportscardliquidator@yahoo.com
(Cal-SCAN)


