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HMG-CN EXCLUSIVE:
Montebello Candidate
Rosie Vasquez Asserted
Fifth Amendment When
Questioned About 2008
Trash Contract Deal

Her attorney at the time
was Albert "Little Al" Robles

By Brian Hews

Hews Media Group—Community News
obtained a complaint, filed on July 23, 2012
by the City of Montebello against current
Montebello City Treasurer candidate Rose-
mary Vasquez, alleging conflict of interest
violations related to the controversial Ath-
ens waste hauler contract she approved in
2008.

Others named in the complaint include
recalled City Council persons Robert Urtea-
ga and Kathy Salazar, along with City Ad-
ministrator Richard Torres.

The city brought this action against
Vasquez for “violating one of California’s
most important conflict of interest laws.”

The complaint alleges, “Vasquez had
a fiduciary duty to act in the best interests
of the public when on July 23, 2008, she
violated State law by voting to approve one
of the largest (trash) contracts in the City’s
history despite having a financial interest in
it.”

But other allegations have surfaced and,
when pressed for information about the new
allegations at a deposition, Vasquez asserted
her Fifth Amendments rights.

Started in 2007

In 2007, convicted felon Robert Urteaga
ran for a seat on the Montebello City Coun-
cil. Urteaga had previously initiated contact
with Dennis Chiapetta the Vice-President of
Arakelian Enterprises, Inc. (Athens) about
the City’s exclusive residential waste con-
tract.

In their conversation, Chiapetta told
Urteaga that Athens could not secure the
commercial waste contract and Urteaga
thought it was a “good idea” that Athens
should have that contract too.

After that meeting, Athens began con-
tributing to Urteaga’s campaign, and Urtea-
ga was eventually elected to the City Coun-

See VASQUEZ page 8

HMG-CN SPECIAL REPORT:
AREA TREES HARBOR LIFE THREATENING FUNGUS FOR
THOSE WITH COMPROMISED IMMUNE SYSTEMS

s P VBN

Cerritos and surrounding communities are home to thousands of Canary Island pine
trees that harbor Cryptococcus gattii (C. gattii ). C. Gattii can cause infections with
those who have compromised immune systems. C. Gattii infections were prevalent in
Southern California but doctors did not know how people caught the virus until a Duke
University project found the virus in the pine trees.

By Brian Hews

It is called Cryptococcus gattii
(C. gattii ) and can cause life-threatening
infections, especially in people with com-
promised immune systems with one-third
of AIDS-related deaths thought to be
caused by the fungus.

And according to a report from NPR
(NRP.org), based on a study by Duke Uni-
versity, the fungus is prevalent in Canary
Island pine trees.

And Cerritos and surrounding commu-
nities are home to thousands of the popular
pine tree.

C. gatti is a fungus that lives in many
tropical and sub-tropical areas of the world
as well as British Columbia and the U.S.
Pacific Northwest. C. gattii is an infection
that people can get after breathing in the
microscopic fungus.

The infection can affect the lungs, cen-
tral nervous system, or both.

According to the report, people in
Southern California have been getting sick
from C. gattii for years, but nobody knew
how.

Researchers looked at eucalyptus trees,
since they have the fungus in Australia, but
even though eucalyptus trees are predomi-
nate in Southern California, the fungus has
not been found.

Researchers knew that the fungus was
associated with trees but did not know what
tree and did not have the time or funding to
find out.

That is until an enterprising 7th grader
from Los Angeles, Elan Filler, looking for
a science fair project, found the elusive
fungi.

It started when her father, Dr. Scott
Filler, an infectious disease specialist at
UCLA, talked with a Duke University pro-
fessor about C. gattii and how no one could
find the fungus in California.

Elan, looking for a project, was soon
emailing the doctor. The two designed a
plan, and Elan started running around Los
Angeles County swabbing trees.

She started with eucalyptus trees and
did not find the fungus, so she moved on to
swabbing other trees.

She sent her samples to the Department
of Molecular Genetics and Microbiology
at Duke University Medical Center and
confirmed the fungus was in Canary Island
pines, along with America Sweetgum, and
New Zealand pohutukawa.

The findings were published in 2014
in PLOS Pathogens, sponsored by Duke
University. Authors included Deborah J.
Springer, R. Blake Billmyre, Elan Filler,

See FUNGUS page 8

HMG-CN Expose Prompts
F.B.I. Investigation of
Commerce Mayor,

Mayor pro tem, & Council

By Brian Hews

Hews Media Group—
Community News has
learned that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation
has questioned Mayor
Lilia Leon, Mayor pro
tem Tina Baca Del Rio,
Councilpersons Ivan Al-
| tamirano and Joe Aguilar
and possibly City Attor-
ney Eduardo Olivo and
- other high ranking offi-
R " | cials over the dismissal
Tina Baca Del Rio. @and  $35,000 severance

given to former Com-
merce employee Wendell Johnson.

See COMMERCE page 9

LA PALMA WATER
CONSUMPTION DOWN 27%

By Tammye McDuff

L 3
Lilia Leon

La Palma exceed its state mandated
conservation by 7% for the month of July,
with the tiny Orange County city’s water
consumption down a total of 27%.

The State Water Resources Control
Board mandated La Palma reduce water
usage by 20% from 2013 levels. In order
to track this, the SWRCB requires a sub-
mittal of monthly water production totals
to calculate La Palma’s Residential Gal-
lons per Capita per Day (R-GPCD).

R-GPCD is calculated by using total
water production numbers and the resi-
dential percentage, divided by the number
of days in the month and total population.

Total water production for July was
157.25 acre feet, or approximately 51.24

See LA PALMA page 9
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ABCUSD'S READING PLUS PROGRAM DELIVERS EXCELLENT RESULTS

The City of Hawaiian Gardens donated 1,000 program licenses for elementary schools

By Tammye McDuff

ABC Unified School Board takes time
at the beginning of each meeting to focus
a spotlight on teaching and learning pro-
grams within the district. This spotlight
is to provide the board and community
with an understanding of the various pro-
grams that are being
administered to the
students. Superinten-
dent, Dr. Mary Sieu
stated this is part of
the transparency and
accountability  plan
that the board has put
together. The Read-
ing Plus Program has
been used in the secondary schools for the
past few years with teachers seeing tre-
mendous results.

A power point presentation was given
by Carol Castro, Secondary Supervisor
and Lora Ballard Program Specialist.
Reading Plus is a web based reading inter-
vention program that helps students with
reading fluency, academic vocabulary,
text dependent comprehension and read-

"A number of students
showed reading proficiency
improvement with most students

reading proficiencies improving by
more than 70%."

ing / writing connection. The program
has seen great results in Fedde Middle
School, Tracy High School and Artesia
High School.

The Reading Plus Program began
nine years ago at Artesia High School as
a program to compliment ELD classroom
instruction. Following the success of stu-
dents at Artesia HS,
Fedde, Gahr and Ross
purchased the pro-
gram. The program is
currently available at
all secondary school
sites through LCAP
Goal 6.1 which is to
“Provide  additional
instruction in read-
ing comprehension, reading fluency and
academic vocabulary using an online pro-
gram identified for English Learners.” A
number of students showed reading pro-
ficiency improvement with most students
reading proficiencies improving by more
than 70% and some students have im-
proved at least one grade level.

Fedde Middle School has been using
Reading Plus to expand student resources

—

The ABC Board and teachers stand with Hawaiian Gardens Councilmen Victor Farfan
and Mike Gomez. The City of Hawaiian Gardens donated 1,000 licenses to elementary
schools for the reading program. The program started at Artesia High nine years ago
and then Gahr High, and Fedde and Ross Middle Schools began utilizing the program
with tremendous results.

for the past six years. EL students use

CEVERYDAY
EMIRACLES

Emergency Services
La Palma Intercommunity
Hospital

Prompt care by dedicated and committed
Emergency Service professionals. We provide
exceptionally short wait times for you to be seen.

- -

LA PALMA

INTERCOMMUNITY HOSPITAL

7901 WALKER STREET | LA PALMA, CA 90623

714/670-7400

Reading Plus during the school day as an
additional English support curriculum.
Extended services have gone to Special
Education, specifically students who are
Special Ed and ELL. Services beyond the
school day extend to after school ICES
program as additional support. Fedde had
120 active students last year going from
14% to 23% of reading comprehension.
“this gives our teachers a product that is
easy to administer and has proven results
for the kids,” states Fedde Principal Mr.
Lois.

Tracy High School implemented Read-
ing Plus last year with the lower level stu-
dents. This year the school will evaluate
all students because it allows each one to
see where they are and where they want to
be by the end of the school year. Students
can monitor their own progress through
reports, graphs and academic awards.
Expository reading and writing provides
content and support. Individualized pre-
scription allows student to achieve a mea-
sureable success. One such student. This
young student did not want to participate
and came into the program at a very low
reading level, by the end of the year she
had improved four levels, as her vocabu-
lary grew so did her self confidence which
became evident in all of her studies. Tracy
had 52 active students last year.

Artesia High School saw the largest
percentage of growth. Using Reading Plus
one 9th grade student started the program
with a 5th grade reading level and ended
with an 8th grade reading level. Teachers
have seen students build text complexity
and vocabulary, acquiring skills that were
transferable to other content areas. Arte-
sia HS had 187 active students last year.

The City of Hawaiian Gardens has
seen such a drastic change in students that
the Council is donating to the program to
accommodate 1000 licenses for the el-
ementary schools. Councilman Michael
Gomez commented “We want to create an
environment for our children to be suc-
cessful.”

Goals for the 2015-2016 school year
are to work with secondary schools to
improve usage of Reading Plus and help
staff achieve the school site plan goals for
ELL. Staff administration will meet quar-
terly with Reading Plus Representatives
and teachers to share strategies and ways
to improve student’s comprehension.

00902.031411
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Ron Beilke Launches
SFS City Council Bid

By Brian Hews

Congresswoman Grace F. Napolitano
and State Senator Tony Mendoza were
on hand to lend their support for Santa Fe
Springs City Council Candidate Ron Beil-

_),;zy;,yn‘.

Support

siastic support for Beilke and commented
“when it comes to developing strategies
to get things done, no one does it better
that Ron.” Mendoza pointed out that he’s
known Beilke for so long he can’t even re-
call how they first met. He also added that
“when it comes to having friends in impor-
tant places to make things happen, Ron is
certainly the most qualified person to have
on your team.”

Many of Beilke’s former colleagues
and supporters from his days on the Pico

Santa Fe Springs candidate Ron Beilke with Congresswoman Grace Napolitano.

ke at his kickoff event in front of a packed
house at Bruce’s Prime Rib on Saturday,
August 22nd. Beilke, a former Pico Rivera
Council Member and two consecutive term
Mayor, is one of ten candidates seeking a
seat during the city’s November 3rd mu-
nicipal election. One seat is open following
the retirement of Mayor Laurie Rios.

“I’ve known Ron for many years and
have supported him in all he has done,”
stated U.S. Representative Napolitano.
Beilke responded by explaining that the
Congresswoman “sets her endorsement bar
extremely high and that to earn her support
one must pledge to work for their constitu-
ents as hard as she does, which is almost an
impossible task.”

Senator Mendoza also shared his enthu-

Rivera City Council were on hand to offer
support and praise. Master of ceremonies
Bob Archuleta, a longtime Councilman
and Presidential Appointee to the Board
of Admissions at West Point talked about
the profound and lasting legacy Beilke
achieved in Pico Rivera. ‘“Because of
Ron’s leadership Pico Rivera now has four
newly rebuilt city parks, a new County li-
brary, a $7 million dollar budget reserve,
repaved roads and no graffiti” commented
Archuleta.

Also on hand from Pico Rivera included
Councilman and California Contract Cities
President Gustavo Camacho, former May-
or Gracie Gallegos and El Rancho Unified
School Board President Aurora Villon.

Beilke also enjoyed strong and enthu-
siastic support from The Villages at Heri-
tage Springs where he is the Homeowner’s
Association President. Beilke stated that
when he moved to Santa Fe Springs three
years prior he had no intention of getting
back into politics and was looking forward
to the peace and quite his community of-
fered. However, issues within the HOA
required dedicated and experienced lead-
ership and he found widespread support

which elected him with the largest vote
count in the Association’s history.

“The Villages were simply experienc-
ing growing pains and differences with
City Hall only added to those challenges.
By serving on the City Council, our com-
munity can finally have a seat at the table
and be able to contribute in helping Santa
Fe Springs become an even greater place to
live,” commented Beilke.

_Norwalk City Counc;j.

welcomes the Community to a
Special Meeting of the City Council

on

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.
in the Multi-Purpose Room of the
Social Services Center
11929 Alondra Boulevard

On the agenda:
Presentation of City services,
provided for City Council and

community information and discussion.

For more information, please call (562) 929-5700,

The public will be given the opportunity to speak at the
meeting on agenda matters.

* x x Elect New Leadership We Can Trust »x x x

CITY OF HONTEBELLO

CITY HALL

U.S. FEDERAL PROSECUTOR

“ETCHARLES

PELL

DNTEBELLD CITY TREASURER

* % % Vote Tuesday, November 3 * & %

Vote Tuesday, November 3

Join Us in Working Together for a Better Montebello

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT
Paid for by the committees of Fernando Chacon for Council 2015 ID#1377475 and Charles Pell for Montebello City Treasurer 2015 ID#1379028
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o Keeping It Flowing For You!

Pete’s
PLUMBING

Over 25 Years of Quality Service
Family Owned & Operated
* Fast & Friendly Crew
+ Same Day Service

o Free Estimates
« All Types of Repair
CALL FOR INFORMATION

800-21-4PETES or

962-599-0106

3099 E. Pacific Coast Highway
LONG BEACH
. NOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Catherine
Grant Wieder

Attorney &
Mediator

Probate,
Wills & Trusts
Conservatorship,
Guardianship,
Dispute
Mediation

S 562-
.. 404-4039

B

Children Enjoy Summer Day Camps in La Mirada

La Mirada campers enjoy a fun morning playing with camp leaders at Neff Park.

Staff Report

La Mirada held Summer Day Camps
for children and teens at Neff Park
throughout summer. The last day of camp
was August 28.

With weekly registration one fun ex-
cursion and a camp T-shirt were included
for all campers. Camp days usually start-
ed off with a high energy activity to get
the children excited and alert for the day.
Children were then split into groups to
work on crafts, cooking activities, and ac-
ademic enrichment projects based on their
age groups. The day also included sports
and creative games.

Along with camp staff, Leaders in
Training students helped supervise and
coordinate activities with the children.

“Helping out at the Day Camps is
definitely something I would love to do
again,” says Leaders in Training partici-

pant David Ramirez.

Weekly excursions included trips to
the Santa Ana Zoo, California Science
Center, an Angels Baseball Game, Pa-
cific Park, La Habra 300 Bowl, Fountain
Valley Skating Center, Special Olympics
World Games Event, Pump It Up, Olvera
Street, and Mother’s Beach. Optional vis-
its to Splash! were also available.

“We were especially excited about
this year’s camps because the new Neff
Park playground offered a fun new area
for campers to explore,” says Community
Services Director Lori Thompson. “We
encourage all campers to stay involved in
local activities and sign up for fall recre-
ation classes and sports.”

For more information on recreation
activities in La Mirada, contact the Com-
munity Services Department at (562) 943-
7277.

Heating & Air Conditioning,

SINCE 1958
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

* Drains and Sewers Cleaned *
Copper Repiping * Furnaces * Water Heaters
Air Conditioning * Water Piping * Hydrojetting
Leak Detecting * Water Softeners + Disposals

Bath Remodeling * Backflow Testing & Repair
11661 Firestone Blvd. Norwalk

State Contractor License: #271767

(562) 868-7777

$20 off with this ad!
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Senator Tony Mendoza
to Host Free Labor Day
Family Picnic

Senator Tony Mendoza (D-Artesia)
will host a free Labor Day Family Picnic
for the community this Saturday, Septem-
ber 5th, at Artesia Park, 18750 Clarkdale
Avenue, Artesia, California.

The event will take place from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

“It is with great pleasure that I invite
the community to my 2015 Labor Day
Family Picnic on Saturday, September 5th
at Artesia Park.

We will have food and refreshments
and activities for the whole family. I look
forward to seeing many friends and com-
munity members at the picnic,” said Sena-
tor Tony Mendoza.

Senator Mendoza has a host of fun
and entertaining activities planned for
the whole family, including an inflatable
jumping house for children, music, and
a visit from the Los Angeles County Fire
Department and the California Highway
Patrol.

Food and refreshments will be provid-
ed. The senator will give a brief legislative
and State Capitol update.

Sheriff's Crime Prevention
Meeting in La Mirada

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Captain Curtis Jensen is inviting
residents, business leaders, faith commu-
nities and service group members to join
a crime prevention initiative to reduce
property crimes in La Mirada. Hear from
your community leaders on how crime af-
fects everyone and what you can do to get
involved!

A meeting will be held on Oct. 7 at
6:30 p.m. at the La Mirada Resource Cen-
ter, 13710 La Mirada Blvd. Attendees
will be encouraged to be a part of a com-
munity based solution to prevent property
crimes.

In the first half of 2015, residential and
vehicle burglaries combined for nearly
one-third of the property crimes reported
in La Mirada. Of the 438 Part I crimes
reported from January to June, over 90
percent were crimes involving stolen
property.

Residents are encouraged to attend the
meeting, be a part of the solution, and help
the Public Safety Team keep La Mirada
safe.

For more on the meeting, call the La
Mirada Community Sheriff's Station at
(562) 902-2960.
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CENTURION

Mortgage @ Finance

.NOT SATISFIED WITH
YOUR CURRENT HOUSE

PAYMENT?
.BIG BANK TURNED YOU

[ can help you with that.

DeAnna Allensworth
Broker - Advisor

Phone: 562-533-5600
www.CenturionMF.com
CA DRE 01443787
NMLS 206457

Your Own
Little Slice
of Heaven

Now offering
Cremation Niches.

Artesia Cemetery District
grave sites available.

$2,000 and up.
Payment plans
available on
preneeds.

Call 562-865-6300

Don't Go Broke
Paying the
Nursing Home!

Save Up to $8,000
a month

16700 Valley View Ave.
Suite 160
La Mirada, CA 90638
800-414-6722
or 714-994-0599
Karl@RPAFinancialcoach.com

Karl Kim, CFP®, CLTC
Investment Advisor Rep.

CA Insurance License:
#0810324

I‘ RETIREMENT
PLANNING
/@ )\ ADVISORS.inc.

investments « long term care « estate planning

YeMedicine
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PHARMACY & MEDICAL SUPPLIES

e Local Delivery Available
e We Are A Compounding Pharmacy
e Ask About Our Weight Loss Program

17623 PIONEER BLVD.
ARTESIA

562-402-1000
fax 562-402-2471

Stan Winters, R.Ph
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NLMUSD Student Named Advanced Placement (AP) National Scholar

Staff Report

La Mirada High junior Lawrence
Koh was named a National AP Scholar
— the highest AP Scholar award and one
typically reserved for seniors -- for pass-
ing eight Advanced Placement exams
with a score of at least 4 on each.

The College Board’s AP Program
gives students the opportunity to pursue
college-level courses during high school.
Students who succeed on AP exams are
more likely to graduate college on time,
saving significant amounts in tuition, ac-
cording to the College Board.

“Offering students the opportunity to
earn college credit enables us to prepare
them for the rigors of today’s college
coursework, ” said Superintendent Dr.
Hasmik Danielian.

“Every year, more students in
NLMUSD are taking AP courses and
challenging themselves as they master
the 21st century curriculum critical for
college and career success. ”

The College Board recognized a total
of 123 Norwalk-La Mirada students with
AP Scholar awards for their exceptional
achievement on AP exams.

Shannon Baker, District Director of
Curriculum, Instruction and Evaluation,
said the District’s policy of open access
to AP courses with no prerequisites and
an expansion of class offerings is key to
encouraging more and more students to
take these classes.

The number of NLMUSD taking
advanced placement courses increased
by 23 percent from last year and by 123
percent since 2010-11.

“Our counselors have done a great
job encouraging kids who may be ner-

vous about the idea of taking a college
level class to give it serious consider-
ation, ” Baker said.

“With that support and encourage-
ment, kids are making the choice to
challenge themselves by taking these
classes. ”

Baker said the District’s decision
to add another full-time college and
career counselor to each of the three
comprehensive high schools will support
continued growth in the number of AP
students.

Norwalk High School Principal Dr.
Ryan Smith said the expansion of class
offerings to 17 AP courses has encour-
aged more students at his school to take
the challenge.

“A kid may not do well in AP Calcu-
lus, but could be very comfortable taking
AP Psychology, ” Smith said.

“Last year, we offered AP European
History for the first time, and this year
we will offer ninth-grade students AP
Human Geography — a social studies
class. We try to have a fit for everyone. ”

In all, 22 AP classes are offered
among all three comprehensive high
schools.

The College Board recognized 122
NLMUSD students with AP Scholar
awards for their exceptional achievement
on AP exams, including 2015 Norwalk
High valedictorian Madelaine Venzon,
who earned the AP Scholar of Distinc-
tion designation.

Venzon took on a senior-year sched-
ule of six AP classes (Calculus, Chemis-
try, English Literature, Physics, Psychol-
ogy and U. S. Government) and passed
all six exams, enabling her to begin her
studies at UCLA as a sophomore.
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21900 Norwalk Bivd.,
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4pm
4pm
12pm

NORWALK CITY COUNCIL
BRINGS SPECIAL MEETING
T0 THE COMMUNITY

Meeting on Tuesday to take
place outside of City Hall

Smith said the accomplishment is be-
lieved to be a first for his school. Venzon
credits Norwalk High staff for support-
ing her effort.

“Many people told me that it would
be impossible for me to be successful,

but my counselor supported my efforts

by allowing me to take on a full AP Staff Report

schedule, ” she said. . . .
To provide easier access for residents,

the Norwalk City Council has chosen to
hold a special meeting in the commu-
nity rather than in the City Hall Council
Chambers.

The meeting will take place on Tues-
day, September 8, in the Multi-Purpose
Room of the City’s Social Services Cen-
ter located at 11929 Alondra Boulevard.

The meeting, which begins at 6:00
p.m., will include a staff presentation of
City services for City Council and com-
munity information and discussion.

The meeting is open to the public, and
attendees who submit comment cards to
the City Clerk will be given the oppor-
tunity to speak on matters listed on the
agenda.

“My teachers were very understand-
ing and kind. Some even came to visit
me on exam days to cheer me on. ”

NLMUSD School Board President
Jesse Urquidi applauded the students
for their willingness to step up to the aca-
demic challenge.

“We know that access to rigorous
course work is essential for college- and
career-readiness, ” Urquidi said.

“I’m really proud of these students.
And kudos goes to the staff whose shared
commitment to student success and well-
being supports the impressive achieve-
ment we are seeing. ”

Coming to the

Cerritos Center

for the Performing Arts”
YOUR FAVORITE ENTERTAINERS, YOUR FAVORITE THEATER

SEASON OPENER
Neil Sedaka

SUN, SEP 20

The Isley Brothers

SAT, SEP 26

Benise
Strings of Passion
SUN, SEP 27

Mavis Staples

& Joan Osborne
Solid Soul
SAT, OCT 3

Bollywood Masala
Orchestra and

Dancers of India
SUN, OCT 4

562-467-8824

cerritoscenter.com
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PARATHA GRILL OPENS IN ARTESIA

Craft: burgers +
beer + sodas + you

I

@;F" _ .

Sunday. September 20,

Owner Gurpal Sood Singh cuts the ribbon with Artesia Mayor Miguel Canales, City
Council and Chamber executives along with his family and members of the Artesia

Enjoy an afternoon of all things craft. Chamber. Photo by Tammye McDujj.

By Tammye McDuff seal the deal with a kiss as in a Her-
shey’s kiss, serving a chocolate paratha,
engaging the children’s taste buds with a
PB&J or served with the yogurt, mashed
potatoes or a variety of other ingredi-
ents.

Singh is the owner of five other
restaurants within the area and is most
thankful to the Mayor, City Council and
Chamber of Commerce for all their as-
sistance in opening the new restaurant.

Parimal Shah, Chamber President
said,” We are very fortunate to have this
new restaurant in our City of Artesia,
and wish them great success.”

Add in some awesome, thoughtfully selected, live music,
film shorts, a DIY crafting center and handmade vendors

for an afternoon of creative bliss. Gurpal Sood Singh, owner and

operator of new Paratha Grill in Artesia,
cut the official ribbon saying ‘I want
everyone to feel at home here!”

A paratha is a flatbread that origi-
nates from the north of India and is one
of their most popular foods.

Parathas can be eaten as a breakfast
dish or as a tea-time or ‘tiffin’ snack.
Singh notes that most restaurants only
serve one or two type of parathas, “But
we have brought the whole kitchen, we
have 12 different kinds!” Singh likes to

Location: So-Cal Burgers. 203 S. Mednik, L.A. 90022
(At 3™ Street, near ELA Civic Center

Tickets: $10 (includes burger and n/a beverage)

**craft beer / soda flights additional

Get there: Montebello #40, Gold Line, Free lot

Benefits: Montebello Friends of the Library
MeetMontebello.com. MeetMontebello@gmail.com

LOCAL SERVICE

DIRECTORY

A/C HEATING

By advertising in our Local Service Directory,
your ad will be seen by over
200,000 readers per week.

ATTORNEY AUTOMOTIVE CHIROPRACTOR COMPUTERTECH

New Bryant Central Air and Heat ITMIV HE R l}alllerille n“mms Ellllla ﬂEBTl HH]
3-t t H
$5800 Fully Installed MM Grant Wieder Automotive Jamora, DC TECHNICIAN
Y : : ca Probate, Wills, Living e m . . On-site repairs, Custom PC,
NO HIDDEN FEES! Celebrating 10 years ¥ Trusts, Special Needs @ r Natural Pain Relief Installations, Upgrading,
Install Includes: Condenser, Coil, Furnace, in business! Trusts, Powers of 16400 Pioneer Bivd,, for Sciatica, Headaches, Troubleshooting &
Lt Bakial cali PRLE Attorney & Norwalk, CA90650 | (RSN Networking.
Advance Directives. 562 926-7317 N:uripl)cathy, REASONABLE RATES!
Serving the community &Sports Injuries 24-HOURS

Takeladvantagelofiour'amazing/deals! '.

www. VigilAirAndHeat.com % 562-818-3001

@,

#864284 562'4“4‘4039

CREMATION FUNERALS DENTISTS

for over 25 years!

962-260-3789
962-423-6606

962-931-3346

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

i

FINANCIAL MORTGAGE

PLUMBING

é¢; ALBANO'S
PLUMBING

Snecialists pa P

S

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
(562) 924-2565
(114) 521-5300

State Road, Cerritos

w0 b0’ comw

Bonded & Insured + California Contractors Lic. #458625

Copper Repiping * Furnaces + Water Heaters
Air Conditioning + Water Piping * Hydrojetting
Leak Detecting + Water Softeners * Disposals
Bath Remodeling * Backflow Testing & Repair
11661 Firestone Blvd. Norwalk

State Contractor License: #271767

(562) 868-7777

$20 off with this ad!

Pete’s Plumbing
Over 25 years

Fast and Friendly

Same Day Service

FREE ESTIMATES
All Types of Repairs

800-21-4PETES
3099 E. PACIFIC COAST
HWY. LONG BEACH

MOST CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ArtGSIa Sonoring Memories. nl'. wendv Don’t Go Broke Wa‘m ELEFJTI IR : N
ceme[erv Gelebrating Jiwes. Parker-Harris Paying the Shopp Bﬁ' Mortgoge = Finance
istri General & i ! T SATISFIED WITH
nlst"ct FUNERALS | CREMATION " : Nur5|“g Home PHARMACY & MEDICAL SUPPLIES ngR CURRENT HOUSE
Grave sites availahle & | Cosmetic Save Up to $8,000 o
R and R = Dentistry a month * Local Delivery Available PAYMER LS
Payment plans * We Are A Compounding Pharmacy .
a:ailalll:: on ST¢ O%EBR_I{D&E Veneers, Invisalign 16700 Vally Viow Ave. o Ask About Our Weight Loss Program I can b €[p you with that.
reneeds ; a : Teeth whitening La Minada, OA 80638 LAl AIIensyvorth
"n offeri a www.stonebridgememorial.com & more 8004146722 17623 PIONEER BLVD. Broker - Advisor
P o s (562) 404-1287 ot | | ARTESIA ey 562-533-5600
i 14624 Carmenita Rd. Karl Kim, CFP®, CLTC (‘ 562-402-1000 e ® E www.CenturionMF.com
562'865-6300 Norwalk, CA. 90650 5W\6N%C;r%a%eorh-a r7r|57coom7 o ::EEéSNEfOER&‘ST fax 562-402-2471 I S CA DRE 01443787, NMLS 206457

SERVICES PROVIDED

= Booklals

= Brochures
= Manuals

* MCR Forms
= Labets

962.567.2030

* Copying

REAL ESTATE

Over 20 Years of Experience

Diana Needham
Realtor
Berkshire
Hathaway

FREE Staging
& Virtual Tour
for Sellers

562-533-8083

www.diananeedham.com

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

ADVERTISE TO OVER
200,000 READERS
EVERY WEEK

CALL 562.401.3813

EMAIL
SALES@
CERRITOSNEWS.NET
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Sophia Tse Holds Re-Election Kick-0ff To ABC School Board

if

= Parent & Te~"“»r Suppnrtarl

e

ABC School Board member Sophia Tse asks residents for questions during her Aug. 30
campaign kick-off at the home of Cerritos resident Marcus Bedford.

By Larry Caballero

More than 80 neighbors, friends and
supporters came out Aug 30 at a Cerri-
tos neighbor’s home to wish former ABC
School Board President and current Board
member Sophia Tse good luck in her re-
election campaign in ABC School District
Area 5. The School Board election will be
held Now. 3.

Cerritos College Vice-President Dr.
Shin Liu said that Tse was the best person
for the job. “She’s a no-nonsense educa-
tor, is very wise, and will do a good job in
leading ABC to even greater heights.”

ABC Strategic Planning Committee
member and neighbor Marcus Bedford
said he’s known Tse for more that 20 years.
“Sophia is passionate for education, for all
the children and the entire learning com-
munity. She will continue to reach out to
the community and do a great job on the
ABC School Board.”

Whitney High School Foundation
Chair Lu Shi, and Centralia School Board
President and former ABC teacher Steve
Harris, agreed. “Sophia is focused and
dedicated to improving every facet of the

ABC School District,” said Harris.

Several neighbors, including Alejandro
Estella, felt that Tse was more than just a
school board member, but also a friend
and neighbor who is easy to talk to. “I’ve
never thought of Sophia as a politician,”
said Estella.

Neighbors Stuart Horn and Mel Cortez
said that Tse “really cares about out kids,
and we need to work hard to bring her
back on to the School Board.”

Former Cerritos Mayor Grace Hu felt
Tse deserved a third term on the ABC
School Board because “she cares so much
about helping others and making the Dis-
trict even better.”

Tse thanked everyone for attending
and said she was “ready to make the tough
decisions that will always come up from
time to time.” Her main focus will be ex-
panding career technology in the schools.

“I am truly blessed to have a lov-
ing husband and children, and so many
friends who believe in me, and I won’t let
you down.” Tse promised to make a dif-
ference and to work hard for “all of you,
and not just any one group.”

SEWER & DRAIN CLEAN-OUTS * FAUCETS * VIDEO SEWER INSPECTION * GAS LINES

BEINEERITSIOHCOPPERIREPIPING:,

EERRRRAEA

WITH THIS AD!

This offer is only good on service calls
over $79.00 to first time customers.
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BEFORE

CALL FOR' A FREE ESTIMATE
(562) 924-2565 » (714) 527-5300

Increased water pressure

No more rusty or discolored water

Being able to use more than one faucet at a time

No more leaky pipes

No scalding in the shower when someone turns on a faucet
Greater peace of mind

Positive selling point for your property

e SYTILYIH ¥ILYM ¢ SIAVYIT YIS

STYSOdSIa

20014 State Road, CERRITOS

Bonded & Insured * California Contractors Lic. #458625

SEWER LOCATION * WALL & FLOOR HEATERS * CIRCULATING PUMPS

Pancake ( ga ¢ Breakfast
Free Diabetes Testing and Friends of the Artesia Library Booksale

Come have breakfast buy a book, and Relax!
Saturday, Octuber 3rd, 2015
8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Artesia Community Center
(Albert O. Little Hall - Artesia Park)
18750 Clarkdale Ave., Artesia, Ca 90701
$5.00 per person

Pancakes, eggs, sausage, juice, coffee and milk
For tickets or information, please contact Lions Tessy or Cece at 562.864.7556.
Proceeds to benefit our many community service projects.
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We Are Your Sheet Metal Expert!

We Gan Make Most Anything!

PRESGOTT

[
T e ]

Hardware & Sheet Metal Works

11840 E. ARTESIA BLVD. ARTESIA CA.

s« 865-9593

MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM - SAT. 8AM-5:30PM + CLOSED SUNDAY
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VASQUEZ from page 1

cil.

After Urteaga’s election, City Adminis-
trator Richard Torres, without Council ap-
proval, asked Athens to submit a commer-
cial waste contract proposal, with sources
telling HMG-CN that Vazquez, Urteaga,
and Salazar secretly told him to do so.

At the July 9, 2008 public hearing, an
item on the agenda amended the Athens resi-
dential contract, but buried inside the report
was Athen’s proposal to get both the residen-
tial and commercial contracts.

The item was approved 4-1, with Mayor
Bill Molinari casting the lone no vote.

At the next meeting on July 23, 2008,
following more than four hours of discussion
and vocal community opposition, including
the Vice-President of Athens offering the
city $500,000, Vasquez hurriedly moved to
approve an “amended and restated” waste
hauling contract with Athens.

Urteaga seconded the motion, and the
contract was approved by a 3-2 vote, with
Molinari and Councilwoman Mary Anne
Saucedo Rodriguez voting no.

That vote would lead to the eventual re-
call of Urteaga and Salazar.

Molinari Refused to Sign

Asasafeguard, government code requires
all city Mayors to sign off on contracts, but
Mayor Molinari balked over the Athens con-
tract for months because he wanted a host of
questions answered before signing.

So the Athens contract sat unsigned in
the Mayor’s mailbox.

On Monday morning, September 15, a
reporter surprised the Mayor by informing
him that Rosie Vasquez had issued a state-
ment saying she had signed the Athens Con-
tract because “the Mayor has declined to
execute the agreement.”

The Athens Contract turned up back at
City Hall with the signature page altered and
executed.

FUNERALS | CREMATION

We know that each family is unique.
That’s why we care for families we serve

Experience our understanding, our caring,
and most of all our personalized service. It’s the
least we can do to show you that in our eyes your
Sfamily’s attention is second to none.

(,%0‘/10/‘1}'(151 Mermordes.

@)

Gelebrating {ives.
C

as if they were our first.

STONEBRIDGE

orial ———

www.stonebridgememorial.com

(562) 404-1287

14624 Carmenita Rd.
Norwalk, CA. 90650

Lic-FD#2209

Residents of Montebello were outraged
and filed a petition to recall Urteaga and
Salazar, in the meantime, Vasquez was run-
ning for City Council again.

According to FPPC filings, Athens gave
Vasquez $45,000 for her campaign and also
contributed over $353,000 to oppose the re-
call of Urteaga and Salazar.

Contrary to other election years, Athens
did not donate funds to the Molinari cam-
paign.

Vasquez lost in the regular election,
Urteaga and Salazar were recalled.

The city of Montebello then filed the
conflict of interest complaint in 2012.
SLAPP

The defendants, Vasquez, Urteaga, Sala-
zar, and Torres filed a SLAPP lawsuit, Stra-
tegic Lawsuit against Public Participation,
asking the court to dismiss the lawsuit under
free speech laws.

The lower court denied the motion, so
all the defendants appealed. The appellate
court denied their appeal. The case now sits
in front of the Supreme Court.

But, during the appellate process,
Vasquez had provided a declaration saying
she personally signed the Athens Contract
on September 15, 2008.

However, at a deposition that took place
later, and under direction from her attorney,
Carson Mayor and WRD Director Albert
“Little Al” Robles, Vasquez asserted her
Fifth Amendment right against self-incrim-
ination, and refused to answer whether the
signature on the declaration was hers.

Vasquez also refused to answer any ques-
tions pertaining to the Athens Contract.

When specifically asked whether she
had ever violated the Conflict of Interest
Government Code section 1090, Vasquez
again asserted her Fifth Amendment right to
remain silent.

In response to Vasquez taking the Fifth,
on May 4, 2012, the attorney wrote a letter to
the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s
Office requesting immunity for Vasquez so

she could be compelled to testify.

To everyone’s surprise, the District At-
torney’s Office refused to grant Vasquez im-
munity because the D.A. had an open inves-
tigation on her.

Montebello, through a process of elimi-
nation, concluded that the alteration and
signing of the Athens Contract could have
only occurred through collusion between
Vasquez and Athens.

FUNGUS from page 1

Kerstin Voelz, Rhiannon Pursall, Piotr A.
Mieczkowski, Robert A. Larsen, Fred S.
Dietrich, Robin C. May, Scott G. Filler,
and Joseph Heitman. Heitman worked with
Elan on the project.

Not bad for a 16 year-old.

Symptoms of C. gattii (cryptococcal
disease) include prolonged cough last-
ing weeks or months, sputum production,
sharp chest pain, shortness of breath, sinus-
itis, severe headache, and stiff neck.

People who have C. gattii infection
need to take prescription antifungal medi-
cation for at least 6 months, often longer.
The type of treatment usually depends on
the severity of the infection and the parts
of the body that are affected.

For people who have asymptomatic
infections or mild-to-moderate pulmonary
infections, the treatment is usually an anti-
fungal called fluconazole.

For people who have severe lung infec-
tions or infections in the central nervous
system (brain and spinal cord), the recom-
mended initial treatment is amphotericin B
in combination with flucytosine.

After that, patients usually need to take
fluconazole for an extended time to clear
the infection.

The type, dose, and duration of antifun-
gal treatment may differ for certain groups
of people, such as pregnant women, chil-
dren, and people in resource-limited set-
tings.

Faces of hope

Jacqueline Espinoza, 38
Minimally Invasive Surgery Patient
Community Volunteer
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N MEMORIALCARE HEALTH SYSTEM

We giveHope.

Goodbye, sleep apnea. Hello, hope.

Jacqueline suffered from migraines and was referred to Long Beach
Memorial for a sleep study. The test revealed sleep apnea had been
causing her migraines. Dr. Jesse Tan performed a new robotic-assisted
procedure to alleviate some of the airway blockage caused by her tongue,
which immediately cured her sleep apnea. One week after surgery,
Jacqueline’s migraines were gone and she was back to work and
volunteering. Jacqueline serves as a “face of hope” because she knew
minimally invasive surgery would get her back to volunteering faster.

800-MEMORIAL | MemorialCare.org/LBSurgery
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COMMERCE

Continued from page 1

Sources told HMG-CN that the F.B.I.
agents expect the investigation “to go very
quickly.”

In July of this year, a HMG-CN inves-
tigation obtained documents that showed
the City of Commerce, led by Mayor Tina
Baca Del Rio, devised a secretive plan and
paid a $35,000 “severance” to Johnson af-
ter he objected to the bidding and award
process for the City’s multi-million dollar
Washington Boulevard Project (Washing-
ton).

Documents also showed that Baca Del
Rio and City Attorney Eduardo Olivo ap-
parently devised the plan to give the sev-
erance to Johnson as possible hush money
by hastily passing Commerce City Reso-
lution 14-105, months after his hiring, that
established entirely new rules for City
severance payments.

Johnson worked for the city from
March 24, 2014 to September 23, 2014, a
mere six months.

But checks obtained exclusively by
HMG-CN show that Johnson was shock-
ingly paid a 4-month severance amount-
ing to over $35,000 in January 2015.

The reason given for the release and
severance was that the city, “implemented
a reorganization plan and that Johnson
wanted to leave his ($9,500 per month,
$114,000 per year) city job after the reor-
ganization.

Sources inside the city told HMG-CN
that once Johnson, who apparently had
a smoking gun that the bidding process
for the Washington was rigged, told city
officials of his concerns, the process to
remove him as a city employee began in
earnest, directed by City Attorney Edu-
ardo Olivo.

The first step in their plan, and a docu-
ment that indicates Johnson had the evi-
dence to prove the Washington bidding
process was manipulated, was to draft a
Separation Agreement and General Re-
lease (Release) that read as if Johnson was
ready to file a lawsuit against the city.

No one at the City would comment on
HMG-CN’s question as to why, if Johnson
agreed to resign because the City reorga-
nized, did he need the Release to leave his
job.

Section 2 of the Release, “released and
forever discharged the City, its manage-
ment and supervisory team, of all charges,
claims, causes of action of every kind that
[Johnson] has, or ever had, or may in the
future relating in any manner to [John-
son’s] employment with the City.”

Part B, Section 2 read, “[Johnson]
agrees not to start, join, or cause to be
started a lawsuit or any action arising from
any alleged unlawful conduct relating to
his employment with the City.”

The Release was signed Nov. 8, 2014,
but Johnson “resigned” from his position
with the City September 23, 2014, which
turns out to be a very significant date in
the plan.

The second part of their plan was to
hurriedly pass Resolution 14-105, “Pro-
viding For Fringe Benefits And Related
Compensation For Executive Manage-
ment Employees Of The City Of Com-
merce.”

According to former Councilwoman
Denise Robles, there was no discussion
of Resolution 14-105 at any City Council
meeting, “it was just approved,” she said.

In the Resolution, Johnson was re-
classified as an Executive Management
Employee.

The Resolution was passed on Septem-
ber 23, 2014, the exact same day Wendell
Johnson resigned from his position.

A short, seemingly out of place “Sec-

tion 18,” of the Resolution, found on
page 11 between the Holiday Policy and
the Computer Purchase Program, conve-
niently provided Executive Management
employees a new severance pay package,
“if the position was reclassified or elimi-
nated,” where no such severance pay ex-
isted before.

Essentially, the new Section 18 gave
Johnson $35,000, where he would not
have received the money prior to the pas-
sage of Resolution 14-105.

City Attorney Olivo did not respond to
questions as to why he would let the City
pass a resolution that basically provided a
$35,000 severance where none was need-
ed.

Johnson resigned September 23, 2014,
presumably during normal working hours,
the Resolution, passed and dated Sep-
tember 23, 2014, could only be passed at
Council Meetings, which occur at 6 p.m.
or later, so therefore Baca Del Rio, Olivo,
and anyone else connected with the Re-
lease could have stopped the implementa-
tion and saved $35,000.

|
LA PALMA

Continued from page 1

million gallons of water. This is 27.4%
lower than July 2013 when 216.64 acre
feet of water or 70.59 million gallons was
produced.

Approximately 73% of this water is
used by La Palma’s 15,896 residents re-
sulting in an R-GPCD of 78.44.

Although La Palma does not have any
direct reuse of recycled water, Orange
County Water District (OCWD) and Or-
ange County Sanitation District (OCSD)
use highly treated wastewater that flows
from La Palma to replenish the groundwa-
ter aquifer.

The SWRCB does not fully recognize
this as recycled water use, but allow it to
be reported.

In the future it is possible that La Palma
can receive at least partial credit to reduce
the overall conservation numbers.

OCWD calculates total recycled water
production and then apportions out how
much each participating agency can report.
For July, La Palma reported 53.0 acre feet
or 17.27 million gallons of treated waste-
water being beneficially reused as ground-
water aquifer recharge.

Despite positive numbers for the
month, the overall reduction for the last
12 months is 14.4%. The community will
need to achieve greater savings during the
next few warmer summer months in order
to meet the 20% goal. Staff will be looking
closely at usage over the next few months
to determine if a Stage Three Water Alert
declaration will be necessary.

Goodwnll

e B Paoy

of Southern Loa Angelss County

Your Donation Today Means Jobs Tomorrow

When you donate gently used clothes |
and household items to Goodwill, you
help create jobs and training services
for those with barriers to
employment.

®eo®

Drop off your donations at any one of our retail stores or attended
donation centers 7 days/week.

www. ThinkGood.org

LimitfHold’em Progressive

8- $16 and up
Seeds at $30,000

$60,000

Texas Holo’em Bonus Jackpo
Limit Hold'em $3-56 & up  No Limit Hold'em $100 Buy-in & up

www.thegardenscasino.com

See website for details
GEGA 000280, 000570, 001182, 001462, 001465, 001477, 002889

Hawaiian Gardens Casino 11871 Carson St., Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716 (562) 860-5887
All players must have positive ID. Hawaiian Gardens Casino reserves the right
to change or cancel all promotions at any time. Must be 21 to enter casino.

Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER or visit www.problemgambling.ca.gov
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2015 GIRLS VOLLEYBALL - By HMG-CN Sports Editor Loren Kopff
Norwalk hoping to get back to top of Suburban League

In the ever-so-changing of Suburban
League champions over the past several
seasons, it’s not that easy to make a pre-
season prediction of who will win the
league.

Since 2005 when Cerritos ended May-
fair’s long reign as queens of the league,
only one team has won consecutive out-
right league titles (Cerritos 2009-2010).

Last season, La Mirada went 12-0 in
league action, which followed a title from
Norwalk in 2013. In 2012, Mayfair won all
12 league matches and the season before
that, Cerritos and Mayfair shared the top
honors. This season, it’s anyone’s guess as
to who will come out on top.

ARTESIA PIONEERS

3-15 overall last season,

2-10 in the Suburban League, sixth place
15-81 overall last five seasons

Head coach: Mailelei Penn

(second season, 3-15)

Last time made the playoffs: 2010

Key losses: Martina Kim, Jessica Suarez.

Despite the dismal record, Artesia
High head coach Mailelei Penn saw last
season as a success because the Pioneers
improved their record from the previous
season. Penn says she’s excited for the fu-
ture and that it’s going to better this year.

On paper, the Pioneers should not have
any excuses as to why they can’t improve
from a 3-15 season as they return eight
players from last season’s squad.

“I think it’s going to be a great year,”
Penn said. “Most of the girls who are on
varsity have played all four years. Some
of them have played club a few years.”

One of those club players, who is the
team captain, is senior outside hitter Bri-
anna Garcia, who was a middle blocker
last season.

She will be counted upon to provide a
lot of the points for a team that has been
searching for a standout player since 2010.
Also returning for the Pioneers are senior
opposite hitters Britney Alvarado, who
was a setter last season and Tamia Rho-
des, senior libero Janette Lee and senior
outside hitter Julianne Ramos along with
junior middle blockers Clarissa Gonzalez
and Michaela Rotondo and junior defen-
sive specialist Denise Tuquero.

In addition to Garcia being a major
threat for opponents, Penn adds that Lee is
“spot on” and a consistent player who al-
ready has caught the attention from other
league coaches.

Penn also thinks that junior outside
hitter Monica Soklin, who didn’t play last
season but did two seasons ago, will be

a surprise to the other teams just because
they haven’t seen her yet.

Also new to the varsity squad will be
senior defensive specialists Ruby Amor
and Ashley Ferrer and senior outside hitter
Christina Rivera along with junior setter
Chelsea Santos.

“It feels fantastic,” Penn said of her
returners. “Even though I’m in my second
year as coach of varsity, I coached a lot of
these girls their freshman year. They know
me; | have a relationship with them. I see
them all year long. I’'m very happy that
they’re returning.”

Penn says that this team has the most
potential than the past few seasons be-
cause of the experience they possess. She
has talked about that several times with
her coaching staff of Shanae Brulbelow,
Jade Garrett and Eleanor Santos.

“If we’re going to do something great,
it’s going to be with this team this year,”
she said. “I want to set the bar high, but
a success is us beating our record of last
year. To me, a success is improvement and
if we improve from last year, I’'m going to
be a happy coach.”

CERRITOS LADY DONS

11-13 overall last season, 8-4 in the
Suburban League, third place, lost to St.
Margaret’s in the Division II1I-AA first
round playoffs

67-54 overall last five seasons

Head coach: David Cuthbert

(third season, 23-24)

Last time missed the playoffs: 2002
Key losses: Crystal Amalu, Kaitlyn
Bales, Allison David, Brittney Freeman,
Madison Lee, Lorinet Marquez, Jessica
Tahata

Midway through last season, Cerritos
High was in a position to challenge for a
league title. But head coach David Cuth-
bert attributes the third place finish to the
inability to perform in the big games, i.e.
against La Mirada and Mayfair.

“I just think we weren’t competitive in
the big moments,” he said. “We didn’t rise
to the occasion. When I look at the pro-
cess of the year; when I take into account
practice, where we started and where we
finished, it was okay. But we just didn’t
push for what we could have done.”

Now, the Lady Dons are faced with
the reality that they have an inexperienced
varsity squad with just four returning
players-senior defensive specialist Nicole
Medina and senior setter Lauren Oh and
junior outside hitters Kristin Londrie and
Ifeoma Okoli.

Medina and Oh were outside hitters
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last season while Londrie was a middle
blocker. Okoli has been getting some reps
in the middle as well as on the right side.

Cuthbert considers this as a rebuild-
ing season, especially with varsity rook-
ies who were on the freshman/sophomore
team in 2014 in addition to one freshman
on the varsity team. Look for Londrie and
Oh to have bigger seasons in 2015.

Cuthbert said that Oh has done a lot of
good things well and is like an all-around
player. She does have some experience
as a setter from her club days, thus mak-
ing the transition from an outside hitter
easier.

“I think what’s really good for our pro-
gram is this is the first year in the last three
that we’ve had an offseason because of my
commitments teaching at another school,”
Cuthbert said. “I feel like we’re a little bit
ahead. I like where our lower [levels] are
at in terms of development. We have some
big shoes to fill on varsity and that’s going
to be tough.”

New to the varsity team will be mid-
dle blocker Kelly Amalu, junior middle
blocker Lakshmi Martin, sophomore mid-
dle blocker Jacquelyn Kan, junior outside
hitter Daisy Segura, sophomore outside
hitter Amber Han and freshman outside
hitter Samantha Oh, senior setters Rianne
Illo and Sydnie Santos.

At the defensive specialist position
will be seniors Katrina Fukuchi and Au-
drey Lai.

Cuthbert says that of the newcomers,
f