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Los Angeles Zoo’s
'Walk for the Wild'
virtual fundraiser on
Earth Day, April 22

The virtual global fitness
trek will take participants
around the world where
they will learn about

some of the animals

that reside at the L.A. Zoo,.

BY LAURIE HANSON

TOPA, known as

the world’s oldest
California Condor,

who is 55 years old and
has been with the L.A.
Zoo since it first opened.

Photos by Jamie Pham

ake a walk on the wild side
for animal conservation
at the Los Angeles Zoo’s
“Walk for the Wild,” vir-
tual fundraiser from Earth
Day, April 22 to Endan-
gered Species Day, May 21.
“Conservation is at the core of what
we do here at the L.A. Zoo, and we know

the Los Angeles community is excited to

get moving for a worthy cause,” said Tom
Jacobson, president of the Greater Los
Angeles Zoo Association (GLAZA), who
joined the organization in 2019.

“This virtual global fitness trek will
take participants around the world where
they will learn about some of the animals
that reside at the L.A. Zoo, and [our]
work to help save various species,” he
explained. “It is fun, educational, and you
can do any fitness activity of your choos-
ing to help propel you around the world
to meet fundraising goals. Funds raised
will support the L.A. Zoo conservation
initiatives as well as provide key GLAZA
program support for fundraising, mem-
bership, volunteer programs, marketing,
and publications.”

The L.A. Zoo and Botanical Gar-
dens reopened to the public and GLAZA
members on Feb. 16 after the statewide
COVID-19 regional Stay at Home Order
closed their gates on Dec. 7, 2020. They
have taken several safety measures con-
forming with Los Angeles County Depart-
ment of Public Health protocols including
limiting guest capacity, timed-ticketed en-
try, closure of indoor and high-touch spac-
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es, required face coverings, set up hand sanitizing
stations, and are providing social distancing with
one-way walkways and signage throughout their
grounds.

“With limited visitor capacity, our guests
have plenty of room to spread out and maintain
a safe and healthy distance while exploring [our]
expansive grounds,” Jacobson said.

The L.A. Zoo normally draws more than 1.8
million visitors a year. It is home to 1,400 ani-
mals who represent 270 different species, 58 of
which are considered endangered. All the ani-
mals are at home on 133 acres of flourishing veg-
etative grounds that has a wide variety of plants
from California and around the world with many
considered rare and endangered.

Set in the heart of Griffith Park, the L.A. Zoo
has more than 130 acres of land devoted to the

\\

pleasure, observation and education of its’ animals
and grounds. The L.A. Zoo works globally and
with other organizations for animal welfare and
conservation, helping endangered species such as
the California Condor, the Asian Elephant, West-
ern Lowland Gorillas, and Peninsula Pronghorn,
to name but a few. The L.A. Zoo’s conservation
outreach efforts extend from the North, Central
and South Americas overseas to parts of Europe,
Africa, India, and Southeast Asia.

One conservation story which parallels that
of the L.A. Zoo itself is that of the world’s old-
est known California Condor named “Topatopa”
or “Topa”. In 2016, the L.A. Zoo celebrated its
50th anniversary, the same year Topa turned 50
years old. The L.A. Zoo has been his home ever
since he was discovered as a malnourished fledg-
ling. Since around that time, California Condors
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Angela, of one of

the endangered species the
L.A. Zoo is working to save.

have been brought back from the brink of
total extinction where only 22 were left
remaining. But over the years, their pop-
ulation has grown up to more than 520,
with most living in protected wilderness
arcas. With the help of L.A. Zoo part-
ners such as the Ventana Wildlife Society
in Monterey, their numbers continue to
grow. The L.A. Zoo’s California Condor
Recovery Program also evolved along-
side Topia, through the hands-on experi-
ence and shared knowledge they obtained
alongside with other conservation organi-
zations, according to www.lazoo.org.
Another example of organizational
conservation cooperation is evident in how
the L.A. Zoo brought back the Peninsula
Pronghorn from the brink of extinction.
With the combined efforts of the Living
Desert Zoo and Gardens and San Diego
Zoo Global, led by the Mexican NGO Es-
pacios Naturales, the L.A Zoo provided
funding and acquired permits to transfer
pronghorns from Mexico to the U.S. They
also cared for them during their yearlong
quarantine after the move. In 2000, there
was only 28 pronghorns in existence. But

A PENINSULA PRONGHORN
with its mom. Through efforts

of the L.A. Zoo and Mexico, the
pronghorn roams freely in

areas not seen since

years of being endangered.

since then, their population has increased
and they are now roaming areas that they
have not been in decades, according to
www.lazoo.org.

Half a world away, the L.A. Zoo is
also now working with the Gorilla Reha-
bilitation and Education Center (GRACE)
in the Democratic Republic of Congo in
Africa to develop tracking devices fol-
lowing their release back into the wild.
In yet another partnership, this time with
the NGO Wildlife Protection Solutions,
the L.A. Zoo is helping develop an anti-
poaching volunteer program to protect the
Asian Elephant, according to www.lazoo.
org.

Closer to home and offered on their
website to anyone from anywhere of any
age is the L.A. Zoo’s online educational
opportunities. “Whether exploring the
Zoo by way of virtual a fieldtrip, or spend-
ing some time observing the animals and
their habitats, there are fun and engaging
programs that the community can partici-
pate in from anywhere at any time,” Ja-

cobson said.

Looking to the future, the City of
Los Angeles has a modernization project
in mind that would include a comprehen-
sive redesign and redevelopment of the
L.A. Zoo to replace outdated buildings,
infrastructure and upgrade animal care
and guest amenities. Exhibit space and an-
imal habitats would be improved as well
as access roads, walkways, and paths with
an enhance entryway and plaza with new
parking facilities, according to the Los
Angeles Vision Plan/Bureau of Engineer-
ing, www.lacity.org.

The L.A. Zoo is supported by the pri-
vate, nonprofit Greater Los Angeles Zoo
Association (GLAZA) in partnership with
the City of Los Angeles. For more infor-
mation about the L.A. Zoo, how to be-
come a member of GLAZA, to participate
in Walk for the Wild or join their other vir-
tual annual fundraiser, the “Beastly Ball,”
on for June 5, please visit online at www.
lazoo.org.
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he education they deserve

At Downey Unified, students are thriving and highly motivated to reach their goals thanks to 21st-century learning principles,
high tech programs, and a positive but challenging learning environment. We want your child to have the best, because our kids
deserve the best. Don’t choose the hefty price tag, #ChooseDUSD.

Discover all the educational opportunities

Downey Unified has to offer. Now accepting applications.

www.DUSD.net/choosedusd
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Downey Unified

SCHOOL DISTRICT

(562) 860-5887 -

@TheGardensCasino
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FOLLOW US FOR UPDATES

@TheGardensCasino

#thegardenscasino - www.thegardenscasino.com
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