
tify, it does all the work. All you 
do is keep your Bluetooth on. 
You will only receive alerts if 
you were in close contact with 
someone who tests positive for 
COVID-19. Your privacy is 
protected as your identity is not 
known and your location is not 
tracked.

A user who tests positive 
for COVID-19 may choose to 
notify other CA Notify users 
who have been near the user. 
To trigger such notification, the 

Feeding 63,000
Hunger Not Impossible 
feeds hungry via texts.
Page 2.

Record Cases
L. A. County COVID cases 
for Dec. 10 nearly 13,000.
Page 12.

Artesia HS Sports
Volleyball coach eager to 
start season. 
Page 10.

BY BRIAN HEWS

Californians now have the 
option to receive notifications 
on their smartphone if they’ve 
been exposed to someone who 
has tested positive for the novel 
coronavirus.

Called CA Notify, the app 
relies on programs created by 
Apple and Google that use Ap-
ple and Android phones’ short-
range Bluetooth capability to 
determine when two devices 
have been near one another for 
more than 15 minutes.

Gov. Gavin Newsom said 
it would be key to supporting 
California’s contact tracing ef-
forts and comes at a time when 
coronavirus hospitalizations 
have surged past 10,000 in Cali-
fornia.

“This holds a lot of prom-
ise,” Newsom said at a news 
conference Monday. “The more 
people that participate in it, the 
more that opt in, the more effec-
tive this program can be.”

But that’s the key, people 
need to use it.

Once you activate CA No-

GIVEAWAY: Pictured with the Salvation Army Kettle Bug of Love at the free mask and hand sanitizer 
drive-thru distribution at Simms Park is: Carlos Figueroa with Salvation Army Bellflower staff along with 
Bellflower City Council Ray Hamada and Victor Sanchez from Community Family Guidance Center. 

See SALVATION ARMY page  13

Holiday Quarantine
Delicious meals for small 
2020 gatherings.
Page 8.

Crime Summaries
Cerritos and La Mirada 
summaries for the week.
Page 3.
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Big Birthday
Cerritos resident 
celebrates her 100th.
Page 6.

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

New stay-at-home orders 
may have taken effect over the 
weekend, but that didn’t stop 
thousands of La Mirada resi-
dents from attending the official 
tree lighting drive thru event at 
La Mirada Civic Center on Sat-
urday night.

“Good evening friends and 
neighbors and happy holidays,” 
began La Mirada Mayor John 
Lewis “as you all know the 
holidays are a special time to be 
with your family to share spe-
cial moments. This last year has 
been difficult and challenging, 
but let us not forget the spirit 
of the season … hope, joy and 
giving. I trust that all of us here 
in our City will keep that spirit 

alive. Let’s kick off the season 
in style.”

With strands of lights twin-
kling, Lewis and La Mirada 
Council, joined by that jolly old 
elf himself, counted down to the 
official tree lighting and instead 
of cheers from the crowds, car 
horns were honking and head-
lights flashing.

The drive thru began with 
‘Frosty the Snowman’ playing 
on a giant screen; raffle tickets 
were passed out to anyone who 
donated canned foods or brought 
an unwrapped toy to Splash! 
aquatic center.

The toys and canned goods 
will be delivered to the vol-
unteer center; Interfaith Food 

See LA MIRADA page  15

LA MIRADA Mayor John Lewis with Councilmen Steve De Ruse 
and Anthony Otero, and of course, Santa, light the tree at city hall 
during the event. 

Photo by Tammye McDuff

La Mirada Holds Drive-Thru Tree LightingSalvation Army 
Holds PPE 
Distribution in 
Bellflower
BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

The Salvation Army [SA] 
is teaming up with an ‘Army of 
Ambassadors’ to emphasize the 
importance of giving during the 
130th Red Kettle Campaign, 
and of course this year’s need is 
greater than ever.

With the latest lockdown, un-
employment rates are expected 
to be high, and based on the ser-
vices they have already provided 
due to COVID-19, they have es-
timated their assistance will rise 

Californians Can Now Receive Virus 
Exposure Notifications on Smartphone

See NOTIFY page  15

South Korea study finds 
contagion from 20 feet
The study is in line with 
a China study that shows 
farther droplet transmission. 
Page 4

What seniors can expect 
when vaccines begin 
Nursing homes & assisted 
living will be first, then 
hospital and first responders. 
Page 4

Representatives of the Metro-
politan State Hospital in Norwalk 
have informed City officials that 
due to a recent need for “surge 
space” in some of their other 
facilities, forty-three female in-
mates who have recently tested 
COVID-negative will be trans-
ferred to the annex, formerly 
known as the California Youth 
Authority facility in Norwalk.

Back in September, City ad-
ministration met with represen-
tatives of the Metropolitan State 
Hospital and the Department of 
State Hospitals to discuss the 
state’s plan to re-open the facil-
ity to house COVID-negative 
patients.

This action was authorized by 
Governor Newsom’s declaration 

California Youth Authority Taking Inmates
of emergency powers due to the 
national pandemic and initiated 
by the Department of State Hos-
pitals.

On September 10, 2020, the 
Department of State Hospital 
representatives along with Mayor 
Jennifer Perez presided over a 
teleconference “town hall” meet-
ing to inform residents of the 
state’s intent. 

On September 16th, a letter 
with details of the presentation 
were sent to residents. On Oc-
tober 8th, a second “town hall” 
meeting was conducted. 

At that time, extensive reno-
vations and safety measures were 
put in place to house patients 
should the need arise. 

However, yesterday after-
noon, representatives from the 
Metropolitan State Hospital in-
formed city administration of the 
need to transfer the patients into 
the facility.

Due to the pandemic, these 
actions by the state have had far 

Due to the pandemic, the 
state has exercised its 
“emergency powers” to 
use the facility. 

See NORWALK page  13

Photo by Tammye McDuff

Advisory Panel 
Recommends 
COVID Vaccine

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

Yesterday, a US FDA exter-
nal advisory panel endorsed the 
authorization of Pfizer’s vacci-
nation for emergency use. Shots 
could begin within a few days 
depending how quick the FDA 
signs off. 

This article talks about how 
See COVID page  13
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BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

The intent behind ‘Hunger: Not Im-
possible’ was to provide people who 
were experiencing food insecurity with 
a friction-less way to choose a prepaid 
healthy meal from nearby restaurants 
with dignity.  Since launching in March 
2020, more than 63,000 meals have been 
served through the platform.

“Every single thing that surrounds us 
today at one point did not exist,” says 
Mick Ebeling, Founder of Not Impos-
sible Labs, “it was impossible. So the in-
verse must be true, which is everything 
that is impossible today, is on the trajec-
tory of becoming possible.” Since 2008, 
Not Impossible Labs has engineered 
programmed, hacked and crowd-solved 
issues of inability and inaccessibility 
with low cost solutions.

Hunger: Not Impossible was created 
to take on one of the biggest problems 
in our community today, feeding more 
than 42 million people, including nearly 
16 million children. “There is more than 
enough food to feed those in need in our 
country,” said Ebeling, “it is just a mat-
ter of finding new way to connect supply 
and demand.”

Not Impossible Labs thinks it is ab-
surd when one of the richest countries 
in the world cannot feed their own. 
Their sales force spent time with people 
who were experiencing food insecurity, 
whether they were living on the streets, 
in their car, or working multiple jobs to 
make ends meet. In press release they 
stated “While their situations varied, we 
realized they all had access to a mobile 
phone.  Instead of forcing people to wait 
in a line at a food pantry, we knew there 

must be a way to use simple text mes-
saging to connect these people to healthy 
prepaid meals from nearby restaurants.”

Basically someone can text ‘Hungry’ 
to H:NI and be connected to a hot meal 
near their location. The meal is paid for 
in part by local organizations like the 
Boys and Girls Club, and individual 
donors. The best part is that this allows 
people to walk into an establishment and 
pick up an order with dignity, thus re-
moving the stigma for the need for free 
food.

What made this all the more impres-
sive was how the team was able to speed 
up the time table and make it available to 
place hit hardest by COVID-19.  What 
started in April of this year with 40 or-
ders a day has expanded to hundreds of 
orders. With 38 million people on gov-
ernment food assistance, this is a much 
healthier way to feed people at risk.

Managing Director of Not Impos-
sible Labs, Adam Dole wrote “I can’t 
articulate strongly enough what a self-
less and team-first group the volunteers 
from Salesforce, Postmates and Traction 
on Demand are. They chose to spend 
nights, weekends and holidays working 
on Hunger: Not Impossible to ensure 
people were fed.”

Emily Eakin from the Traction on 
Demand team stated “The meaning of 
life is to find your gift. The purpose of 
life is to give it away. This is the philos-
ophy at Traction, we believe in giving 
what we are good at. This kind of work 
supports why the application of technol-
ogy in nonprofits is so necessary for the 
advancement of shared causes.”

To see how you can volunteer or help 
visit www.notimpossible.com

Hunger : Not Impossible Has Provided 63,000 Free Hot Meals Using Its Smartphone Service

FREE HOT MEAL: Anyone can text Hungry to H:NI and get sent a location near 
them for a meal. The meal is paid for in part by local organizations like the Boys and 
Girls Club and individual donors.

STUDENTS help stock one of the food pantries that serves the less-fortunate who use 
the Hunger:Not Impossible service to get food. 
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$15
Haircuts

Shampoo included

10% OFF
with this ad!

Crime Blog
Cerritos
Residential Burglary

11/24/20, 6:40 a.m., 13100 Blk Des-
tino Pl., Rear Sliding Door Shattered.

11/24/20, 6:30 p.m., 13500 Blk Rose 
St., Sliding Glass Window Pried.

11/24/20, 1:40 p.m., 12400 Blk 
Fallcreek Ln Living Room Window, 
Bent Screen.  
Burglary-Other

11/24/20 4:00 p.m., 18800 Blk 
Studebaker Rd., Car dealership; tried to

buy vehicle using someone else’s 
information.

11/25/20, 17300 Blk Studebaker 
Rd., front wooden door forced open, 
two laptops stolen.
Grand Theft

11/23/20 5:00 p.m. 13200 Blk 
Moore St., Business, stole Iphone

La Mirada
Notable Arrests

• Twelve suspects were arrested 
throughout La Mirada for various war-
rants and narcotics violations.
Robbery

• Alcohol was reported stolen during a 
late night robbery when a suspect pushed 
a clerk to flee on the 15800 block of Im-
perial Hwy. No injuries were sustained 
during the incident.
Aggravated Assault

• A late night gang related altercation 
was reported on the 15000 block of Lef-
fingwell Rd. A victim reported being in-
jured by a knife during the incident.

• A suspect was arrested for brandish-
ing a knife during a verbal argument on 
the 15400 block of Ashgrove Dr. No inju-
ries were sustained during the incident.
Residential Burglary

• An afternoon window smash bur-

glary was reported on the 14900 block 
of Watkins Dr. No items were reported 
missing.

• A wallet was reported stolen during 
a daytime burglary on the 16000 block of 
Avenida San Miguel.

• Several power tools were reported 
stolen during an overnight burglary on 
the 14900 block of Gagely Dr.
Other Structure Burglary

• Cash were stolen from a vending 
machine on the 13900 block of Imperial 
Hwy.
Vehicle Burglary

• A car seat and keys were stolen dur-
ing an afternoon window smash burglary 
on the 16100 block of Rosecrans Ave.

• An early morning burglary was re-
ported on the 15800 block of La Pena 
Ave.

• A purse was reported stolen during 
a daytime window smash burglary on the 
16500 block of Trojan Wy.

• Tools were reported stolen during a 
daytime burglary on the 15000 block of 
Manzanares Rd.

• A purse was reported stolen during a 
late night window smash burglary on the 
15900 block of Dalmatian Ave.
Grand Theft

• Makeup was reported stolen during 
a late night theft on the 15800 block of 
Imperial Hwy.
Grand Theft Auto

• A SUV was reported stolen on the 
16100 block of Rosecrans Ave.

• A sedan was reported stolen on the 
16100 block of Peppertree Ln.

• A truck was reported stolen on the 
15300 block of Barnwall St.

• A truck was reported stolen on 
the14700 block of Alondra Blvd.

• A truck was reported stolen on 
the12300 block of La Mirada Blvd.

 LONG BEACH ~ Su Casa – Ending 
Domestic Violence, a local agency provid-
ing shelter and supportive services to sur-
vivors of domestic violence, this week an-
nounced that it has been selected to receive 
a $1.25 million grant from the Day 1 Fami-
lies Fund launched by Amazon founder and 
CEO Jeff Bezos. 

“Currently, there are less than 1,000 
beds available in domestic violence shel-
ters throughout Los Angeles County,” stat-
ed Su Casa Executive Director Anna Conti, 
“and with the generous support of Day 1 
Families Fund, we will be able to address 
this critical need by focusing on capital ex-
pansion." 

The one-time grant, will allow Su Casa 
to make significant expansion in capacity 
and increase services to more families.

Their goal is to increase our capacity by 
50% and purchase a new property to add a 
new shelter.

The grant, awarded to organizations 
doing meaningful work to connect families 

with shelter and support, will provide the 
opportunity for Su Casa to increase ser-
vices to more families. According to Conti, 
“Su Casa’s board and staff have targeted 
this growth in our strategic plan and this 
generous grant will give us the ability to 
expand our services well before our pro-
jected timeline.”

 The Bezos Day One Fund was launched 
in 2018 with a commitment of $2 billion 
and a focus on two areas: funding existing 
nonprofits that help homeless families, and 
creating a network of new, non-profit tier-
one preschools in low-income communi-
ties.For more information, visit www.Be-
zosDayOneFund.org/Day1FamiliesFund.

Su Casa has been providing shelter and 
supportive services to the Greater Long 
Beach community for over 40 years. Core 
services include a 24/7 crisis hot line, an 
Emergency Shelter, Transitional Housing 
and the newest program, Domestic Vio-
lence Housing First. 

Su Casa Receives $1.25 Million Grant from Bezos Fund

HELPING OUT LIKE AMAZON: Mike Gilligan, GM of Norm Reeves Ford in the 
Cerritos Auto Square, donated 1,000 face masks for Su Casa residents & staff. With him 
is Dean Lockwood, Executive Director of Su Casa.
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Cerritos Mayor Naresh Solanki 
greeted Cerritos neighborhoods on De-
cember 8 as part of the City of Cerritos’ 
new Santa’s Holiday Float event, which 
is now under way. 

The program, which features a float 
with Santa traveling through the resi-
dential areas of Cerritos, kicked off on 
December 7 and continues on Tuesday, 
December 15; Wednesday, December 16; 
and Thursday, December 17 starting at 6 
p.m. 

Maps showing the float’s route and a 
link to track Santa’s location are posted 
on the City’s website at cerritos.us. Click 
on track Santa's float will take you to 

glympse.com/!cerritossantafloat 
The float is sponsored by the City of 

Cerritos, Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Janice Hahn, Cerritos Auto Square Deal-
erships Association and Aria Apartment 
Homes. 

4 To advertise call 562-407-3873Los Cerritos Community News - LosCerritosNews.net AUGUST 7, 2020

the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.
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What Seniors Can Expect 
When COVID Vaccines 
Begin to Roll Out
BY JUDITH GRAHAM

Vaccines that protect against COVID-
19 are on the way. What should older 
adults expect?

The first candidates, from Pfizer and 
Moderna, could arrive before Christmas.

Both vaccines are notably effective in 
preventing illness due to the coronavirus, 
according to information released by the 
companies, although much of the data from 
clinical trials is still to come. Both have 
been tested in adults age 65 and older, who 
mounted a strong immune response.

Seniors in nursing homes and assist-
ed living centers will be among the first 
Americans vaccinated, following recom-
mendations last week by a federal adviso-
ry panel. Older adults living at home will 
need to wait a while longer.

Many uncertainties remain. Among 
them: What side effects can older adults 
anticipate and how often will these occur? 
Will the vaccines offer meaningful protec-
tion to seniors who are frail or have mul-
tiple chronic illnesses?

Here’s a look at what’s known, what’s 
not and what lies ahead.

If the advisory panel gives a green 
light, the FDA will decide within days or 
weeks whether to authorize the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines for emergency use. Dis-
tribution of the vaccine has already begun, 
and health care providers are expected to 
begin administering it immediately after 
the FDA acts.

This recognizes the extraordinary 
burden of COVID-19 in long-term care 
facilities. Although their residents repre-

sent fewer than 1% of the U.S. population, 
they account for 40% of COVID deaths — 
more than 100,000 deaths to date.

The commission’s decision comes de-
spite a lack of evidence that Pfizer’s and 
Moderna’s vaccines are effective and safe 
for frail, vulnerable seniors in long-term 
care. Vaccines were not tested in this pop-
ulation. Federal officials insist side effects 
will be carefully monitored.

Next in line likely would be essential 
workers who cannot work from home, 
such as police, firefighters, teachers and 
people employed in food processing and 
transportation, according to commission 
deliberations Nov. 23 that have not come 
to a formal vote.

Then would be adults with high-risk 
medical conditions such as diabetes, can-
cer, kidney disease, obesity, heart disease 
and autoimmune diseases and all adults 
age 65 and older.

Further prioritization. The priority 
groups constitute nearly half of the U.S. 
population — 21 million health care work-
ers, 3 million long-term care residents, 66 
million essential workers, more than 100 
million adults with high-risk conditions 
and 53 million adults age 65 and older.

A study of more than 500,000 Medi-
care beneficiaries age 65 and older pro-
vides new evidence that could influence 
these assessments. It found the conditions 
that most increase older adults’ chances 
of dying from COVID-19 are sickle cell 
disease, chronic kidney disease, leukemias 
and lymphomas, heart failure, diabetes, 
cerebral palsy, obesity, lung cancer and 
heart attacks, in that order.

Supplies available. Both the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines require two doses, ad-
ministered three to four weeks apart. The 
companies have said about 40 million 
doses of their vaccines should be available 
this year, enough to fully vaccinate about 
20 million people.

After that, 50 million doses might be-

come available in January, followed by 60 
million doses in both February and March, 
according to Dr. Larry Corey, a virologist 
who heads the COVID-19 Prevention Tri-
als Network.

That translates into enough vaccine for 
another 85 million people and should be 
sufficient to vaccinate older adults in addi-
tion to medical personnel on the front lines 
and many other at-risk individuals, Corey 
suggested at a recent panel on COVID-19 
sponsored by the National Academy of 
Medicine and American Public Health As-
sociation.

Dr. Sharon Inouye, a geriatrician at He-
brew Senior Life in Boston and a professor 
of medicine at Harvard Medical School, is 
among the physicians impatiently await-
ing the publication of data from Pfizer’s 
and Moderna’s phase 3 clinical trials.

Among the things she wants to know: 
How many older adults with chronic 
health conditions participated? How many 
participants were 75 and older? Did side 
effects differ for older adults?

“What I worry about most is the side 
effects,” she said. “We may not be able to 
know about serious but rare side effects 
until millions of people take them.”

But that’s a gamble she’s willing to 
take. Not only will Inouye get a vaccine, 
she just told her 91-year-old mother, who 
lives in assisted living, to say “yes” when 
one is offered.

“My whole family lives in fear that 
something will happen to her every day,” 
Inouye said. “Even though there’s a lot we 
still don’t know about these vaccines, it’s 
compelling that we protect people from 
this overwhelming illness.”

Kaiser Health News (KHN) is a 
national health policy news service. It is 
an editorially independent program of 
the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
which is not affiliated with Kaiser 
Permanente.

BY BRIAN HEWS

A study published in the Journal of 
Korean Medical Science is raising con-
cerns that the widely accepted standard of 
six feet of social distance may not be far 
enough to keep people safe.

The study is adding to a growing body 
of evidence on airborne transmission of 
the virus. 

And it is being done by South Korea 
and their aggressive contact tracing that 
has enabled researchers to closely track 
how the virus moves through popula-
tions.

On June 17, there was a coronavirus 
outbreak in Korea associated with long 
distance droplet transmission that started 
in a restaurant.

At the restaurant considered the site of 
exposure, air flow direction and velocity, 
distances between cases, and movement 
of visitors were investigated and duplicat-

ed by the authors and several aerodynamic 
engineers.

The authors wrote, “ despite sitting a 
far distance away, the airflow came down 
the wall and created a valley of wind. 
People who were along that line were in-
fected, we concluded this was a droplet 
transmission, and beyond two meters.”

“In this outbreak,” the study’s au-
thor wrote, “distances between infector 
and infected persons was farther than the 
mandate 2 meter transmission range, the 
guidelines on quarantine and epidemio-
logical investigation must be updated to 
reflect these factors for control and pre-
vention of COVID-19.”

The research was in line with a July 
study in China , which looked at infec-
tions among three families who dined at 
a restaurant along the flow of air condi-
tioning at tables that were three feet apart, 
overlapping for about an hour. Ten of the 
diners tested positive for the coronavirus.

COVID: South Korea Study Shows Six Feet Not Enough

Santa’s Holiday Float Cruising Cerritos

Mayor Solanki on the float.
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STAFF REPORT

In what is the new normal and 
another nod to the battle against the 
coronavirus, travelers passing through 
Los Angeles International Airport can 
now buy masks, gloves, hand sanitizer 
and other PPE at vending machines in 
most of the airport's terminals.

The airport is working with Hudson 
Group and PepsiCo Beverages North 
America to install the machines in areas 
on the departures level inside terminals 
1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 and the Tom Bradley 
International Terminal in the pre-se-
cuirty areas.

The units offer a touch-free payment 
option that accommodates tap-to-pay 
credit card or mobile-payment plat-
forms, including Apple Pay, Google 
Pay and Samsung Pay. Each machine 
has an anti-microbial shield installed on 

hard surfaces.
Justin Erbacci, the airport’s chief ex-

ecutive officer, said in a statement that 
the machines are part of the airport’s 
efforts to keep passengers safe though 
“rigorous cleanings, new technology 
and an increasingly touch-free experi-
ence from curb to gate.” It also helps 
travelers comply with LAX’s manda-
tory facial-covering policy.

Some of the prices include: 
• Digital thermometer — $9.99
• N95 mask — $6.99
• Two-pack of disposable face 

masks — $4.50 
• Ten-pack of nitrile gloves — $7.99 
• Four-ounce container of hand 

sanitizer — $6.99 
 The machines are restocked daily.

LAX OFFERING PPE VENDING MACHINES

NEW NORMAL: PPE vending machine at LAX offers everything the traveller needs, 
even N95 masks. The machines offer touch-free payment options.

Hawaiian Gardens Needs to Step up Census Participation
STAFF REPORT

Nationwide and in California as 
a whole, responses to the 2020 Cen-
sus are on track, as more than 62% of 
households have responded online or 
by phone, or by mail if they received 
a paper questionnaire in the mail or on 
their doorstep.

However, it is vitally important that 
everyone be counted. Results from the 
2020 Census inform planning and fund-
ing decisions for such critical public 
services as hospitals and health care, 
emergency and disaster response – and 
schools and education programs. In fact, 
census results will shape decisions about 
how billions of dollars in federal funds 
flow into communities each year for the 
next decade.

However, as of August 4, just 60.7% 
of Hawaiian Gardens residents have re-
sponded among the state’s 480 incorpo-
rated cities. And for every person who 
does not respond, the California Depart-
ment of Finance estimates that state 
and local governments will lose out on 
$1,000 a year in federal funding tied to 
population for the next 10 years.

Now more than ever, your response 
to the 2020 Census matters. Respond-
ing is easier than ever. For the first 
time, you can respond online. And the 
census asks just a few questions and 
takes only a few minutes to respond. 
So, if you haven’t responded, please do 
so today, and urge your family, friends, 
and neighbors to respond too.  For more 
information, visit https://2020census.
gov/en/ways-to-respond.html.

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

Help celebrate your City government 
with a selfie. City Hall Selfie Day is Fri-
day August 14th, take a picture, share it 
on social media and tag them with the 
hash tag #CityHallSelfieDay on @cityof-
downey or @discoverdowney. 

Mayor Blanca Pacheco posted a video 
asking all Downey residents to participate, 
“I want everyone to know about National 
City Hall Selfie Day. I invite everyone to 
take a selfie in front of any city facility 
sMake sure to have your mask on!”

The requirements are rather simple, 
stand in front of any public building, City 
Hall, Recreation Center, City Yard, Li-
brary, Police or Fire station and share on 
Twitter, Instagram or Facebook.

This is the fifth annual #CityHallSelf-
ieDay. This is your chance to showcase 
appreciation for the local government and 
gives you the opportunity to get out in the 
community, showing off your best cam-
era phone skills while highlighting local 
government buildings.

To make it even more fun, all the self-
ies will be reviewed and awards will be 
given in a variety of different categories. 
There will be recognition and prizes for 
the people or organizations that show the 
most pride and creativity on the big day. 

“We know this year is different, but 
through this difficult year, we want to 
take a day to remember the dedication 
and perseverance of our local government 
through it all,” said Pacheco, “This day is 
all about local government pride.”

NATIONAL CITY HALL 'SELFIE DAY'
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 
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BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.

PROP 17
Continued from page 1

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

“Be yourself, wake up happy every 
morning and have as much romance as you 
can!” said 92-year old Kenneth Fournier, 
aka ‘Popeye’. 

Popeye has been coming to Mike’s 
Classic Burgers in La Mirada every morn-
ing at precisely 7:25 am for his daily cup o’ 
joe for the last 15 years. He sits in the same 
booth and even has his own personal cup. 
As we sat down for our interview he says 
about our waitress “That’s my girl, great 
service.” Juanita grins through her mask 
and pours him a cup of coffee, bringing a 
special placemat that has been decorated 
with a message saying ‘Have A Good Day 

Popeye!’ 
Popeye says he takes the placemats 

home with him every day and has a stack 
of them. He places them on his table at 
home and on his coffee table. I switch them 
around, so I can look at them every day! 

Born March 1929, the same year that 
the Popeye cartoon was created Fournier 
says “I’m going on 92 years old and I’m 
full of you-know-what!” A La Mirada resi-
dent for the last 50 years, he has been mar-
ried twice and has two children. “I have 
grandchildren, but they are all old now.”  

A 30-year Navy veteran Popeye was in-
volved in World War II and says he started 
as a seaman and worked his way up. “I 
worked on destroyers and it was my job 

I Y'Am What I Y' Am - A Special Customer at Local Eatery

MICHAEL CHRISTOFORAKIS (left) owner of Mike's Classic Burgers in La Mirada 
with long time customer, 92-year old Kenneth Fournier, AKA, Popeye. 

LA PALMA, Calif. – At its regular 
meeting on December 8, 2020, the La 
Palma City Council selected Nitesh 
Patel as Mayor and Michele Steggell as 
Mayor Pro Tem for 2021. 

Newly elected Council Members 
Debbie Baker, Marshall Goodman, and 
Mark Waldman were also sworn in to 
begin their four-year terms.

Mayor Patel said, “I would like to 
thank the City Council and La Palma 
residents for the opportunity to serve as 
Mayor." 

He continued, "The COVID-19 pan-
demic remains a significant economic 
and public health challenge. During the 

coming year, I intend to work closely 
with our state and federal legislators as 
well as our local businesses to ensure 
La Palma remains strong.” 

Mayor Patel was elected to the City 
Council in November 2018.

Mayor Pro Tem Steggell said, “It is 
an honor to serve this community, and 
I look forward to working with Mayor 
Patel to continue to make La Palma one 
of the best places to live.” 

Mayor Pro Tem Steggell was first 
elected to the City Council in Novem-
ber 2014 and served as Mayor in 2017 
before being re-elected in 2018.

Patel Selected as La Palma Mayor,
Steggell as Mayor Pro Tem

to look for enemy submarines.” He also 
served in Korea and Viet Nam. 

After retiring from the Navy he went 
to work for Amaco Plastics, making the 
first one and two liter plastic soda bottles. 
His job moved him from the east coast to 
California, “I worked on the other side of 
the railroad tracks on Valley View, where 
Amaco was originally.”  

He worked there until he was almost 80 
years of age “I’ve been retired for quite a 
while, even when I was working I was re-
tired,” he said with a wry smile, “I was a 
boss and nobody bossed me. They didn’t 
dare.”

“You won’t find anyone else that has a 
plaque like that one,” Popeye says referring 
to a tin plaque of Popeye the Sailor man 
that hangs on the wall at the restaurant. 

Popeye tells me he has 15 different 
Popeye shirts and then asked if I was mar-
ried, after confirming the question he adds 
“Oh that’s too bad,” he said with that wry 
smile. He then shows me his money clip 
watch that he and a local jeweler invented.  
“I’m the only one around here that has one 
of these. Ain’t nobody around here who 
has enough money to use one of these.”

Popeye enjoys a good game of Domi-
nos with a stout beer, likes football and 
baseball, recounting the times as a young 
man when he would play ball with inmates 
at the Vermont prisons and that he learned 
at an early age to play pool, “I learned to 
play on one of those large pool tables, not 
one of those dinky ones. By the time I was 
15, no adult would play a game with me.

“I’m not gonna give you any advice. I 
might tell you something wrong! Just be 
yourself and be as happy as you can. Go to 
bed happy and wake up happy. You started 
this life out with just you and your going to 
end up with just you. Just be happy.”

Mike's is located at 15738 Imperial 
Hwy in La Mirada, open 7 days, 6 a.m.- 
11p.m. with a drive-thru and carry-out. 
Stop by and say hi to Mike and Popeye.

SWEARING IN: from (l-r) Councilmember Debbie Baker, Mayor pro tem Michelle 
Steggell, Mayor Nitesh Patel, and Councilmembers Marshall Goodman, Mark Wald-
man. Courtesy La Palma.
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the right to vote. (At the time, in Florida, 
all felons - even if they’d completed 
their prison sentence - were disquali-
fied from voting.) A study of this policy 
found that the partisan affiliations of ex-
felons roughly matched partisan trends 
observed in the general public, with 
the overwhelming majority of Black 
ex-felons registering as Democrats and a 
roughly even split between Republicans 

and Democrats among ex-felons who 
are not Black. 

The population of parolees in Cali-
fornia is disproportionately Black and 
Latino. In 2016, 26% of California’s 
parole population was Black (even 
though only 6% of California’s overall 
population was) and 40% of California’s 
parole population was Latino. In Cali-
fornia, Black voters and Latino voters, 
according to the California Public Policy 
Institute, tend to vote Democrat by a 
significant margin.  

However, most research also sug-
gests that voter turnout amongst pa-
rolees would be very low.  The Florida 
study mentioned above found that, 
among those eligible to vote, only 16 
percent of black ex-felons and 12 per-
cent of all other felons voted in the 2016 
election. 

Another study found that only ~13 
percent of ex-felons in Iowa who had 
gotten their right to vote restored in 

2009 and 2010 voted in the 2012 presi-
dential election, much smaller than the 
~55% turnout rate observed in the whole 
electorate that year. 

Given the low turnout typically 
observed among ex-felons and the 
Democratic party’s dominance in recent 
statewide elections - Governor Newsom 
and Governor Brown won each of the 
last 3 gubernatorial elections by over 
1,000,000 votes - prop 17 would hardly 
make a dent in statewide election re-
sults. Even at the local level, where prop 
17 has the potential to be most relevant 
politically, only a handful of races were 
decided by less than 10,000 votes in 
recent years. 

Currently, 19 states allow parolees 
to vote. The passage of prop 17 would 
be perhaps the most progressive shift in 
California’s electoral policy since the 
state began allowing ex-felons (who had 
completed their prison sentence/parole) 
to vote in 1974. 
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BENEFITS OF COPPER REPIPING:

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
NEEDS TO SAVE COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS, IT'S EASY
BY DAVID CHAVERN 

You’d be hard pressed to find an 
industry that hasn’t been negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
But when it comes to news publishing, 
the virus has accelerated some difficult 
trends, especially for small community 
publishers.

And now yet another blow to small 
newspapers in California is about to be 
dealt, unless the state Legislature acts 
soon.

A new report warns that the current 
health crisis may accelerate the closing 

of community newspapers across the 
nation. These outlets are critical to 
our democracy. When they can no 
longer afford to continue reporting, 
communities lose a vital watchdog and 
government business is hidden from 
public view.

Right now, many communities 
throughout California are suffering 
the loss of their watchdogs. More than 
a dozen newspapers have suspended 
operations in the last five months, with 
more planning to close in the coming 
months.

Last year, the California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 5 for how 
businesses classify workers as 
contractors or employees. In recognition 
of the inapplicability of the legislation 
to the news industry and the economic 
headwinds facing community 
newspapers, the Legislature gave news 
publishers a one-year exemption, but 
when the extension ends in December 
2020, publishers will be forced 
to classify newspaper carriers as 
employees.

This significant change to a business 
practice that has been in place for more 
than 100 years will have the effect 
of increasing the cost of newspaper 
delivery by as much as 85%, a burden 
that is unsustainable for small publishers 
that have also recently been hit with 
advertising revenue declines of 30% to 
50% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
Local publishers have sounded the 
alarm with California lawmakers, but 
so far, they have not taken any steps to 
address the devastating impact this will 
have on both publishers and readers.

Small community and ethnic 

newspapers are especially vulnerable to 
economic fluctuations and catastrophic 
consequences, like closure. These 
small publishers are scrambling to stay 
afloat by cutting coverage, furloughing 
reporters and eliminating print 
publication on certain days of the week.

They are expediting their transition 
to digital-first publishing and exploring 
new methods for providing information 
to their communities as more readers 
turn to these methods during the 
crisis. However, cutting print days 
disenfranchises specific demographic 
groups, such as senior citizens and 
other residents who don’t have internet 
access (6%) or don’t have a reliable 
internet connection (up to 25% of rural 
communities). Through losing their 
local newspaper, these groups are losing 
their main source of information and 
their connection to the community.

Keeping news publishers strong 
is in the interest not only of the 
press, but of our greater democracy. 
When they lack a steady flow of 
information, communities suffer a slew 
of ailments, from declining citizen 
engagement to increased corruption and 
declining government performance. 
Fewer people run for office and fewer 
people vote.

At a time when California’s 
unemployment rate is alarming, lack 
of legislative action to extend the 
exemption for newspaper carriers 
will cause even more job losses. If 
publishers are forced to limit circulation 
areas for financial reasons, they will 
have to reconfigure carrier routes, 
reduce home deliveries and cease daily 
publication, which means thousands of 

carrier routes will be eliminated.
To save California newspapers, at a 

minimum, the Legislature must extend 
the exemption to AB 5, which will 
provide newspapers with more time 
to get past COVID-related advertising 
declines and to adjust their operations 
to meet changing consumption patterns. 
In addition, to further aid ethnic and 
community news publishers, the 
Legislature should prioritize these 
outlets for public outreach ads. Not 
only will this help provide residents 
with access to key local resources and 
public health information, it will help 
these community outlets bridge the 
financial gap without any additional 
state funding.

If California’s lawmakers don’t 
act soon to help community news 
publishers, they risk losing a vital 
local voice for their constituents – and 
themselves.

David Chavern is president 
and CEO of News Media Alliance, 

the news industry’s largest 
trade organization, david@

newsmediaalliance.org.

PROP 17
Continued from page 1 Cerritos Resident Marcella McMahon Celebrates 100th Birthday

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

Marcella Kroupa McMahon cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday on December 
10th, 2020. 

The City of Cerritos bestowed a 
proclamation to McMahon honoring this 
grand life achievement. 

Born Marcella Kroupa in Jackson 
Minnesota in 1920, she moved to Los 
Angeles after graduating with honors 
from college in Twin Cities, Minnesota, 
met her husband Raymond, and were 
married in 1948, being blessed with four 
sons. 

Son Jim McMahon said it took over 
six hours for makeup, wardrobe and 
jewelry to capture the moment.

“She wore a floor length gown from 
Bullocks Wilshire, a black velvet coat 

and a diamond tiara.”
Reflecting over the past one hundred 

years, McMahon recalls having many 
strict rules, which she muses “have fallen 
to the way side with the millennial’s.  
Back in the day there was protocol and 
culture, and society viewed life a certain 
way."

“I was born at the end of Spanish 
Virus,” she recalls, “sadly, that pandemic 
took members of my family.” 

McMahon was born in a small city, 
population 2,500 in the southern end of 
Minnesota. 

Her father was a general contractor 
who restored museums, and her mother 
was a housewife, who loved to cook, 
play bridge and had a green thumb. 

Both of her parents were born in the 
late 1800’s and were both immigrants 

from Czech- Bohemia, Eastern Europe. 
“Some of my shirt-tale family were born 
on the Atlantic Ocean, crossing over 
from Europe on the ships.” 

McMahon liked new things, “She 
would never settle for a used house or 
a used car,” said her son, “when she 
dressed us for school, we could never 
be seen twice in the same outfit in one 
semester, everything was color-coordi-
nated. We ended up with walk-in closets 
full of clothes and accessories. Mom 
wore a lot of hats, literally, to keep her 
hair dust free and longer dresses. Mom 
never washed her face; she always used 
creams to cleanse her skin. To this date, 
her face has never seen water.”

When she attended school there 
were no computers or televisions, just a 
weekly Saturday night radio talk show.   

Attending a legal university, her 
language was stylized, “they don't know 
how to speak or write proper English”, 
she comments as she watches her favor-
ite television shows.    

McMahon is a self described clan 
freak, and would drive over 40 miles one 
way to have her hair done. 

She was independent and still de-
mands her independence from medica-
tion, “Not even an aspirin!” she declares. 
She does not have a care giver and insists 
to walk free and says her ‘Life is good!’    

Remembering the styles of yesteryear 
McMahon said homes were decorated in 
accent hues of pink or copper, avocado 
green and Harvest Gold, along with glass 
accessories, pot belly fireplace, and glass 
armoires. 

“We had front parlors with attached 

living rooms and occasional screened 
in winter porches.  Most homes had 
basements and hallway phone booths; 
hardwood floors, accent area rugs and no 
wall to wall carpets.” Most homes had 
milk delivery side door and ice doors, 
since few homes had refrigerators.   

She recalls the happiest day of her 
life, was her 25th wedding anniversary, 
“It was a picture perfect day, back yard 
Palos Verdes garden reception full of 
flower power. God made the ocean 
behave.” 

  Raymond and Marcella were at-
tracted to the city of Cerritos-La Palma, 
because one of former neighbors, who 
served on the City Council. 

“We had a hard time finding a house 
and we wanted an RV lot. We found this 
beautiful garden cottage home in 1974 
and have lived here ever since,” said 
McMahon.  

Since the pandemic hit, life has been 
quiet, “It almost reminds me of the Great 
Recession in the 30’s and staying under 
cover during WW2, when we had to 
keep most of the interior lights off to 
secure our homes from air attack.” 

Her hearing is not as sharp as it used 
to be but she still enjoys her cup of tea, 
her pup Coco and her cottage garden 
home.

“When God is ready for me to come 
home, Orange County will be my final 
resting place, alongside my husband,” 
says McMahon, “fewer than one percent 
of Americans live to be centenarian like 
me. I’m not going to worry about any-
thing or anybody. Cheers!” 

MARCELLA MCMAHON holding her proclamation from the City of Cerritos in 
celebration of her 100th birthday. RIGHT- Marcella (fur coat), leaving Minneapolis 
for Hollywood in 1940. The young lady standing next to her was her best friend for 
more than 95 years. Photos courtesy McMahon family.

Unexpected Funds: La Palma Budget Nearly Balanced
BY BRIAN HEWS

In the beginning of the year La Palma, 
like all other cities, set aside funds due to 
the pandemic. 

Now the city has learned that, due to 
near normal taxes, two grants, and unex-
pected long-term investment income of 
over $200,000, “revenues exceeded expen-
ditures and the deficit did not happen.”

During budget talks, city officials es-
timated it could run a deficit of nearly  
$500,000 because of stay at home orders 
and other COVID implications.

But many expenses that had been bud-
geted did not occur, contributing to a “mil-
lion-dollar swing” that produced a nearly 
balanced budget.

In that case, the city will not have to 

dip into reserves to balance the budget.
While the current budget does show 

a slight deficit, Matsumoto said, “I’m not 
sure you will end up with that deficit un-
less things get a lot worse.”

Matsumoto recommended the city wait 
until early 2021 to make any changes.

The Council debated over leaving 
funds budgeted for a city event that was to 
occur earlier this year, but moved to 2021.

Acknowledging they could always 
move the funds if the pandemic prevents 
the city from hosting the event, the council 
voted 4-1 to approve a resolution to amend 
the 2021 budget.

In other news, the City Council voted 
unanimously to approve a raise in the sal-
ary of the city manager from $190,000 to 
$199,500 per year, plus benefits.



 7Los Cerritos Community News - LosCerritosNews.netDECEMBER 11, 2020 To advertise call 562-407-3873

Medical
Dental

Surgical Centers
Long Term Care

Veterinary
Hazardous Waste

Assisted Living Centers

Offering safe, affordable and reliable 
medical waste management services to our clients

Dialysis Centers
Skilled Nursing Facilities

Blood Laboratories
Medical Office Buildings

Funeral Homes
Tattoo Shops

Government Agencies

Contact us for a FREE Waste Analysis!

855.684.9487 
info@primawaste.com
Web: primawaste.com

• Local Delivery Available
• We Are A Compounding Pharmacy
• Ask About Our Weight Loss Program

17623 PIONEER BLVD.  
ARTESIA  

562-402-1000
fax 562-402-2471

Stan Winters, R.Ph

PHARMACY & MEDICAL SUPPLIES

✖

PI
ON

EE
R

176th ST

11515 ARTESIA BLVD.
ARTESIA 

562-402-1000
fax 562-402-2471

ARTESIA

GRIDLEY

NOT SATISFIED WITH 
YOUR CURRENT HOUSE 
PAYMENT?

BIG BANK TURNED YOU 
DOWN?

Phone: 562-533-5600
www.CenturionMF.com

CA DRE 01443787
NMLS 206457

DeAnna Allensworth
 Broker - Advisor

I can help you with that.

BY EILEEN OSUNA
TALON MARKS

Cerritos College held their annual 
Turkey Trot, which was done as a drive-
thru food drive this year, to collect canned 
foods for the Norwalk food pantry.

Ni Bueno, health education depart-
ment chair, said they collected a total of 
1,086 food items, of which the Child De-
velopment Center collected and donated 
599 food items.

The event is typically a fundraiser and 
collection of food items accompanied by 
a race in which participants such as facul-
ty and staff, students and members of the 

community, run or walk around the col-
lege campus. However, due to COVID-
19 none of these events were held this 
year.

“We’re trying to make this as contact-
less as possible, so students who want to 
get extra credit will scan a QR code and 
fill out a Google form online,” said Bue-
no, “We’ll make sure that their instruc-
tors know that they donated.”

Bueno has been organizing the event 
for 20 years and, although she was upset 
that they couldn’t do their usual activities, 
she still wanted to find a way to continue 
with the event.

Once Bueno got the okay from the 

school to proceed with the event, she 
reached out to the Norwalk City Council 
and spoke with one of the council mem-
bers.

“He told me they couldn’t keep 
enough food in the food pantry, that they 
had just stocked it with like $4,000 worth 
of food and it was gone,” Bueno said, 
“They really look forward to our dona-
tions every single year.”

Furthermore, there were several Cer-
ritos College students at the Turkey Trot 
who volunteered and offered their time to 
assist with the event.

19-year-old Kelly Catri said she vol-
unteered because she wanted to get out 
and get involved in something at school 
so that she can add it to her college ap-
plications.

“I didn’t really have much to do at 
home. I actually wanted to help out with 
the food distribution, but I missed out so 
I wanted to help out with this one,” Catri 
said.

Lastly, 24-year-old Joseph Koon said 
he decided to volunteer for the event after 
hearing about it through the student gov-
ernment cabinet, or ASCC.

Overall, the Norwalk food pantry is 
always collecting food items such as in-
stant noodles, hamburger helper, mashed 
potatoes, rice and beans, as well as per-
sonal care items like shampoo, laundry 
detergent and feminine products amongst 
other things.

For more information on the Norwalk 
food pantry or ways to donate, please 
visit their website.

STUDENTS VOLUNTEERED for this year’s Turkey Trot drive-thru event, all 
volunteers wore masks and gloves to adhere to COVID-19 safety guidelines. 

Cerritos College Turkey Trot Helps Norwalk Food Pantry

ABC'S NEWS SERVICE

The ABC Unified School District will 
receive an $885,000 grant to fund career 
and technical education (CTE) programs. 

The K12 Strong Workforce Program 
grants are competitive and support local 
education agencies in creating, improv-
ing, and expanding CTE courses and pro-
gramming.

“We must prepare our students for 
roles in the workforce of today and tomor-
row,” said Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu. 
“This grant will help us make sure the stu-
dents graduating from ABC schools have 
the skills needed to move on to higher ed-
ucation or participate in the workforce.”

The grant will fund the ABC Stron-
ger Workforce 2.0: Diversity, Equity, and 
Access for Post-Secondary Success. This 
program ensures the District’s CTE path-
ways are aligned with industry standards 
and provide opportunities for students to 
earn early college credits and work-based 
learning experiences. The District has 

two-and-a-half years to spend the funds. 
The ABCUSD CTE department has re-
ceived more than $2.8 million in grant 
funding from the K12 Strong Workforce 
Program since its inception in 2018. 

“These funds are extremely important 
as we work hard to expand opportunities 
for students to obtain real-world skills to 
make them competitive when they enter 
the workforce,” said Director of Second-
ary Schools Dr. Crechena Wise. “Our 
CTE offerings have expanded over the 
past several years with help from grants 
like this one, and we know these programs 
have a positive and lasting impact on our 
students.”

The K12 Strong Workforce Program 
grant is based out of the California Com-
munity Colleges Chancellor’s office. More 
information about the K12 Strong Work-
force Program is available at https://www.
cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/
Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-
Development/K12-Strong-Workforce/
Program-Overview. 

ABCUSD Receives $885,000 Strong Workforce Grant Jersey Mike's Will Match 
$300K for Arlington Wreaths

 
 Jersey Mike’s has once again 

stepped up help Wreaths Across America 
reach its goal of placing a live balsam 
veteran’s wreath on every headstone at 
Arlington National Cemetery. Starting 
Dec. 7- Dec. 14, every $15 wreath spon-
sorship made at www.wreathsacrossa-
merica.org/JerseyMikes will be matched 
by the company, up to $300,000.

This year’s national wreath laying 
event at Arlington will look different as 
will many of WAA’s 2,525 other partici-
pating locations nationwide, but the mis-
sion remains the same. The safety of all 
involved is the number one priority. To 
find a cemetery near you to support or to 
learn how local events are being modi-
fied for safety in your community go to:

https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/
pages/search?searchType=location.

Photo by Eileen Osuna
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This project is made possible through a 
partnership with the United States Geolog-
ical Survey (USGS). WRD’s partnership 
with the USGS saves ratepayer funds.

 WRD has been monitoring groundwa-
ter in the Central and West Coast Basins for 
over 50 years. This monitoring program is 
integral to WRD’s work and consists of a 
network of more than 300 monitoring wells 
at 60 locations throughout the District.

 The new wells will be installed and 
drilled approximately 2,100 feet deep. 

The wells will provide comprehensive 
data of groundwater levels and quality in 
aquifers within the Montebello Forebay. 

The Forebay is vital to Southern Los 
Angeles County’s water supply. The 43 
cities within WRD’s jurisdiction use about 

250,000 acre-feet (82 billion gallons) of 
water annually. The Forebay conserves 
150,000 acre-feet (48.9 billion gallons) 
each year. WRD employs the most ad-
vanced technology to maintain high-quali-
ty water for millions of people in Los An-
geles County.

 “The Water Replenishment District al-
ways strives to be proactive in monitoring 
groundwater quality” said WRD President 
Vera Robles DeWitt, representing District 5 
and the City of Paramount. “The construc-
tion of these two wells is an investment in 
our future to create a drought-resilient and 
locally-sustainable water supply.” 

 Director Allen, representing District 
3 and the City of Cerritos, added “WRD 
is proud of its commitment to delivering 
quality water to pumpers and residents 
in our region. These new wells support 
WRD’s mission to protect and preserve 
high quality groundwater.”

WRD
Continued from page 1

STAFF REPORT

Norwalk, CA – COVID-19 has 
greatly impacted businesses throughout 
the nation.  

Recognizing that small businesses are 
the backbone of our neighborhoods, and 
that a healthy business environment is 
essential to the well-being of the com-
munity, the City of Norwalk launched the 
Economic Recovery Stimulus Program. 

The program consists of one time 
loans of up to $35,000 at 0% interest.  
Funds must be used for lease/rent/mort-
gage, and/or utility payments, supplies to 

help prevent the spread of COVID-19 or 
costs associated with requirements under 
current health department guidelines.  
Loans have the potential to be forgiven. 

To qualify for the Business Loan 
Program, a business must: 

Be located in Norwalk, employ 
20 staff or less (including the owner) 
and possess a valid Norwalk Business 
License. Additional requirements are 
detailed at Norwalk.org

For more information, please call the 
Community Development Department at 
(562) 929-5951.

LOCAL BUSINESSES RECEIVE ASSISTANCE
 FROM THE NORWALK LOAN PROGRAM

WELCOME RELIEF: 88 King Chinese Fast Food & Donut  was awarded over 
$4,000 under Norwalk's program.

minimize the need for electric lighting 
and create energy savings. 

Through meticulous planning, WRD 
reduced waste and maximized recycling 
during the construction of ARC by di-
verting 75 percent of construction waste 
from the landfill. 

“WRD is excited to receive a Plati-
num Certification from LEED for our Al-
bert Robles Center for Water Recycling 
and Environmental Learning,” said WRD 
President Vera Robles DeWitt. “Many 
eco-conscious decisions were made dur-
ing the construction of ARC. This project 
will serve millions of people through our 
water recycling facility and educational 
exhibits.”  

ARC also offers a state-of-the-art 
learning center that immerses visitors 
into an interactive educational experience 
focused on the history of water in the re-
gion and the importance of groundwater.  

ARC from page 8 Metro Deploys First 60-
foot Zero Emission Bus

Metro) has deployed its first zero emis-
sion electric bus on the G Line in the San 
Fernando Valley The deployment is the 
first of 40 electric buses that will be put 
into service by the end of 2020.

“Even as we confront the immediate 
challenge of COVID-19, we are making a 
long-term investment in a healthier, more 
sustainable future with the delivery of this 
first electric bus on the G Line,” said Los 
Angeles Mayor and Metro Board Chair 
Eric Garcetti. 

The electric buses cost $1.15 million 
each in a total project valued at over $80 
million. This project includes the deploy-
ment of the electric buses and associated 
charging equipment and infrastructure im-
provements. The new buses will be capa-
ble of recharging at various points along 
the G Line (Orange).

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

The city of Bellflower unveiled a sec-
ond mural completed by muralist Dave Van 
Patten in Town Center Plaza located behind 
the coming Comedy Club in Downtown 
Bellflower. The colorful tower displays il-
lustrative characters in his signature style 
highlighting Bellflower businesses.

“This unique mural continues Bellflow-
ers celebration of art, diversity, uniqueness 
and expression in our ongoing progress,” 
said Mayor Juan Garza. “It serves as a 
striking landmark that connects our com-
munity and locally owned businesses with 
our past, present and originality.” 

Garza thanked Van Patten and Staff for 
their dedication and commitment in get-
ting the mural completed in such a short 
amount of time. 

“The Town Center Plaza is a great space 
for this community and I wanted to capture 
the feeling of togetherness using vibrant 
colors and characters,” stated Van Patten.  
“This tower mural incorporates all the ele-
ments that make this area unique from the-
atrical laughter to Dutch windmills.” 

Although the piece is behind the Club, 
he wanted to integrate the culture of Bell-
flower, including a few aliens. “Obviously 
this is a tough time so I wanted to include a 
heart and rainbow and lots of laughter.”

Van Patten’s whimsical style was se-
lected by the city to create inspiring de-
signs in Downtown.  His first mural locat-
ed at 16916 Bellflower Boulevard exhibits 
food theme characters which represent the 
community’s homegrown restaurants and 
farming history. 

Bellflower Unveils Second Dave Van Patten Mural

 MAYOR JUAN GARZA, muralist Dave Van Patten and Councilman Ray 
Hamada cutting the ribbon on the new mural in Bellflower Town Plaza.

BY ERIC SUAREZ

As Fall classes move into their final 
weeks, the Cerritos College has reported a 
total of nine cases of COVID-19 between 
Mar. 27 and Nov. 17. Seven of the cases 
were employees, with one student and one 
child from the Child Development Center 
on campus.

The school contacted all those who 
were in close contact with the people 
who tested positive in accordance to LA 
County public health guidelines. It is still 
uncertain if initial transmission actually 
occurred on campus.

President and Superintendent Dr. Jose 
Fierro writes updates for the College’s 
COVID-19 page. There he announced 
that the eight people who tested positive, 
whose names can’t be revealed due to se-
curity reasons, have been ordered to self 
quarantine at home.

“Cerritos College will continue to dili-
gently follow recommendations of public 
health officials and infectious disease ex-
perts to further reduce community trans-
mission of the virus,” Fierro said.

Even with tightly limited classes on 
campus, with screenings, mask and social 
distancing guidelines, cases were still dis-
covered on campus as recent as Novem-
ber, including one child from the Child 
Development Center as reported by Talon 
Marks.

Cerritos College Faculty Federation 
President and counselor Dr. Lynn Wang 
addressed her concerns to the Board of 
Trustees at their Nov. 18 meeting, asking 
for help in protecting staff on campus.

“Now more than ever, we need help 

from the Board of Trustees,” Wang said, 
“I’m asking you to not cancel classes, re-
duce the requirements to receive part time 
medical reimbursements to those who are 
only teaching one class… provide appro-
priate PPE beyond face masks and keep 
faculty involved in decision making on 
campus.”

The last reported employee who tested 
positive for COVID-19 was announced on 
Dec. 4.

As of Tuesday, the Los Angeles Times 
has reported that cases and hospitaliza-
tions have reached record highs with 
14,120 cases per day with more than 8,200 
hospitalized in California.

This spike in cases comes right as two 
potential vaccines, created by pharmaceu-
tical giants, Pfizer and Moderna, are ex-
pected to get emergency approval in mid-
December.

Online and remote learning will con-
tinue through the Spring 2021 semester 
as the college awaits further updates from 
LA County.

Cerritos College has preemptively 
rolled out their ‘Return to Campus’ plan, 
which uses public health recommenda-
tions to create guidelines and protocol for 
students, staff and faculty on campus.

“Everyone must answer and complete 
daily health question survey prior to their 
visit,” said Assistant Superintendent and 
Vice President of Business Services Fe-
lipe Lopez.

“Upon a successful temperature check 
you will be given a color-coded wrist 
band. That wrist band [will] get you clear-
ance to enter your classroom lab or study 
hall.”

Cerritos College Reports Nine Cases of COVID



10 To advertise call 562-407-3873Los Cerritos Community News - LosCerritosNews.net DECEMBER 11, 2020

BY LOREN KOPFF
@LORENKOPFF ON TWITTER

The CIF-Southern Section boys vol-
leyball season was supposed to start its 
2020-2021 season on Saturday with the 
girls beginning theirs on Dec. 19. But with 
the latest stay-at-home order in effect as 
of this past Sunday night, more questions 
have risen as to when high schools can get 
their volleyball seasons underway, as well 
as the other fall sports.

On Nov. 2, area high schools could be-
gin conditioning only for the fall sports, 
which, for this school year, are boys and 
girls cross country, football, gymnastics, 
traditional competitive cheer, boys and 
girls volleyball and boys and girls water 
polo. 

Then at the beginning of this month, 
the CIF State office issued a press re-
lease stating, among other things, that the 
California Department of Public Health 
has postponed the issuance of its updated 
youth sports guidance.

Still, many high schools were proceed-
ing with their fall conditioning, including 
Artesia High where second-year boys and 
girls volleyball head coach Tommy Dube 
is just as anxious to get things rolling as 
anyone else. 

Prior to Nov. 2, the Artesia High cam-
pus was shut down as administrators were 

not allowing anyone to be on campus. Dube 
said there were a few outside voluntary 
non-structured camps held on the beach 
or at various local parks for his volleyball 
players to get whatever condi-
tioning in they could.

“I was on the periph-
ery of that; I wasn’t di-
rectly coaching that,” 
Dube said. “But I run 
an organization that 
does beach sports 
as well as grass 
sports, or turf 
sports. So, through 
those programs 
conditioning and 
skill development 
and stuff like that, 
we just invited the 
kids to come out and 
participate in that.”

Dube said some of the 
questions the players had before condition-
ing was allowed were related to returning 
to play safely and what will the season look 
like, which as he put it, is still very fluid. 

Once Nov. 2 came, the volleyball teams 
didn’t immediately flock to the campus for 
conditioning. Instead, they did a lot of on-
line stuff pertaining to the mental training 
component piece and some video work, 
according to Dube. Nothing was done face 

to face. It wasn’t until two weeks later 
that the program was able to get approval 
to get the players on campus and through 
that process, get them cleared through the 

mandatory paperwork needed to 
participate. 

“We were actu-
ally able to meet face 
to face for one week 
before the [Thanks-
giving] holiday and 

before this second 
uptick of cases,” 
Dube said. “There 
has been no vol-
leyball being used 
as a common 
equipment that we 

could use.”
Since things have 

been changing, it 
seems, every day or so, 

Dube said he has been hav-
ing conversations just before Thanksgiving 
with either of the co-athletic directors, Joe 
Veach or Octavio Marquez, almost every 
day as far as updates on the return to con-
ditioning or return to play. However, as of 
this past Tuesday, Artesia has once again 
shut down all campus activity.

The girls volleyball team finished last 
season with a 7-19 record, the school’s 
best mark since 2015 when that team had 

a 7-17 mark. In fact, Dube became the first 
Artesia head coach in over two decades to 
post more than four victories in his or her 
first season. The Lady Pioneers, who last 
reached the playoffs in 2010, also haven’t 
had a winning overall season in over two 
decades.

“I’ve put a lot of attention to it,” Dube 
said of the girls program. “It’s just a mat-
ter of what does it look like? Obviously, 
the girls have changed since last March, 
not touching the volleyball or doing what-
ever they are doing with their own physical 
conditioning. I know that they’re young 
ladies that are developing and what that 
looks like when they actually step onto the 
court and can put their skills to use…are 
they rusty, are they not rusty? That’s defi-
nitely been weighing on me. Where is the 
performance level going to be at?”

Going into his second season, Dube 
said that the girls team has made it to a 
certain point of growth and there’s still a 
long way to go. He continued by saying 
there were some great spotlights with the 
2019 team, but the opportunity is there to 
have a better season once it gets underway. 
Dube added that he is very optimistic of 
the team’s attitude and chemistry and the 
pieces that the Lady Pioneers have.

“I’m super excited,” Dube said. “For 
the group that we had over the last year, the 

ARTESIA HIGH FALL SPORTS UPDATE
Second-Year Volleyball Head Coach Anxious for Green Light to Resume Practices, Games

See ARTESIA  page  11
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PETE’S PLUMBING
OVER 25 YEARS
FAST AND FRIENDLY
SAME DAY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

800-21-4PETES
3099 E. PACIFIC COAST 

HWY. LONG BEACH

 REFUSE SERVICES

 ATTORNEY

VACUMNS
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  562-818-5001

 Family Owned & Operated - VigilAirAndHeat.com
Cerritos business

since 2005!

Lic #864284

Quality work at fair rates,call us for your free estimate.

Central Heating & Air Conditioning 
Ductless Mini Split Systems Install 

Check us out 
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STAFF REPORT

“We know that it can be costly to pre-
pare a child for school, especially during 
these challenging times,” Supervisor Solis 
told reporters prior to the distribution at 
DPSS Toy Loan Headquarters in down-
town Los Angeles.  “That’s why it’s im-
portant that as a County, we do whatever 
we can to help youth in our communities 
have the tools they need to be successful 
in the classroom.

 Solis acknowledged the annual event 
for its commitment to low-income families 
in L.A. County, praising the 85-year-old 
Toy Loan Program for its well-earned 
reputation as the largest and most success-
ful free toy-lending library program in the 
nation. The program is sponsored and sup-
ported by the Board of Supervisors.

 Toy Loan Program was created in 
1935 during the Great Depression as a 
free service to allow low-income children 
to borrow toys from a DPSS toy lending 
libraries in the same manner that books are 
borrowed from a public library. Children 
who participate develop a sense of re-
sponsibility through the observance of an 
honor code and merit system that rewards 
them when toys are returned on time and 
undamaged.  

The program serves approximately 
30,000 children at over 50 toy lending 
libraries located at after school programs, 

Supervisor Hilda L. Solis and the DPSS Give 1,000 Students Backpacks with School Supplies

LOS ANGELES COUNTY SUPERVISOR Hilda L. Solis (in window) joined Dept. 
of Public Social Services Director Antonia Jiménez and DPSS Toy Loan Program 
staff for the annual Backpack & School Supply Giveaway to ensure that over 1,000 
children ages 5 through 17 have the necessary tools for a successful school year.

community centers, nonprofit organiza-
tions and libraries throughout the county. 

 This year marks the 5th anniversary 
of the Backpack Giveaway, which serves 
children from families receiving benefits 
from DPSS.  Due to the financial impact 
of COVID-19 on the local economy, the 
event’s host emphasized that this distribu-
tion is needed more than ever.

 “Our department recognizes the 
increasing support that children need dur-
ing this pandemic and we want to ensure 
they are prepared with the tools necessary 
for a successful school year, whether it is 
virtual or in-person” said DPSS Director 
Antonia Jiménez.  “Today’s children are 
tomorrow’s future.  That’s why I believe 
it’s important that we nurture, prepare and 

educate our children.” 
 Observing the requirements to wear 

masks and social distancing guidelines, 
participating families remained safely in 
their vehicles while DPSS Toy Loan staff 
placed the backpacks in their trunks. For 
families that indicated they use public 
transportation, an appointment was made 
for a contact-free pick up. 

All backpacks and school supplies 
were donated by County of Los Angeles 
employees, private/corporate donors and  
through a partnership with Amazon, which 
allowed online donations by visiting the 
Toy Loan Program’s Amazon Smile wish 
list.

 The DPSS serves 3.5 million custom-
ers in L.A. County, the Department of 
Public Social Services is the largest local 
social services agency in the nation.  The 
department provides benefits and services 
to families and individuals, including 
CalFresh food and nutrition assistance; 
Medi-Cal health, dental and vision insur-
ance; financial and homeless assistance for 
qualifying individuals through the General 
Relief program and for families through 
the CalWORKs program; In-Home Sup-
portive Services for disabled and elderly 
residents, and employment and supportive 
services to help residents prepare for the 
labor market.  For more information, visit 
www.dpss.lacounty.gov.
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focus and the chemistry of the team was, as 
we finished the year, was what I like to see. 
I’m very excited to get this group, if we 
can get this group back together again, to 
see what we can create…I was hoping that 
this season was going to create some more 
girls and development for us. But, just 
the raw talent what we had from last year 
that’s coming back this year, I was looking 
forward to this season.”

Something that will be new to Dube, 
just for this season only, is the fact that the 
boys volleyball season, normally held in 
the spring, has been grouped with the girls 
as gymnasiums across the state will be jam 
packed with basketball and wrestling go-
ing on at the same time. For the purpos-
es of the 605 League, and many leagues 
elsewhere, there will be varsity volleyball 
doubleheaders on the same day.

“My first reaction was just how is this 
going to happen, what is the schedule go-
ing to look like; how are we going to do 
games,” he questioned when he first saw 
the CIF’s athletic calendar back on July 2. 
“I think that was the question for every-
body. The second breath in that was just 
making sure we have the coaching staff to, 
obviously, facilitate this and make sure the 
kids were going to have the opportunity to 
have the attention as well as the program.”

Artesia was tentatively scheduled to 
have its season opener this month and the 
605 League opener is slated for Jan. 12 
with Artesia hosting Cerritos High. Dube 
said the schedule he had lined up for this 
season was one that would have included 
some new competition from around the 
area that would be challenging in addition 
to some of the opponents the Lady Pio-
neers played last season. Dube is hopeful 
that the boys program can host an all-level 
tournament on Jan. 2 and the girls do the 
same on Jan. 9. 

“From a coaching perspective and a 
kid perspective, I think everybody will be 
excited and ready to go back to business,” 
he said. “When it comes to the school dis-
trict and the county, I think that’s the big-
ger concern with the allowance of the kids 
to get back to play and when that will hap-
pen.”

Before the high schools were shut 
down last season, the boys volleyball team 
was able to play three matches in the Lib-
erty Christian Tournament this past March 
6 and 7, having been swept in those match-
es. On Mar. 12, the Pioneers were swept 
by Sunny Hills High in the last action the 
team would see.

“Safety is first and foremost,” Dube 
said. “That’s what we’re looking at; to 
return safely. The kids, as well as myself, 
want to have something that’s returning 
and it’s sustainable so that when we do 
go back, we’re able to continue and keep 
moving forward versus possibly coming 
back and then it’s a questionable situation 
and we have to stop the season after maybe 
one or two games.”

He said that having the boys volleyball 
season stopped after a few matches was 
disheartening for the players who put in 
all the hard work. Once the season begins 
in January, and since he will be coaching 
both varsity teams, Dube admits it’s going 
to be a lot of fun.

“It’s the first time the boys and the girls 
get to go together,” he said. “So, I think the 
team spirit will actually be heightened. Just 
having that excitement truly for our varsity 
boys and girls teams be together; playing 
on the same day as well as [junior varsity] 
being at the same location. The camara-
derie will be awesome in that the growth 
of the sport will grow. It will definitely be 
challenging for a coaching perspective. 

But for the kids, it will be a lot of fun.”
As for the Artesia football program, it 

was supposed to start conditioning on Oct. 
19 but began on Nov. 2 and went for three 
weeks before pausing for the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday. Head coach Don Olmstead 
said the players have basically been do-
ing summer camp stuff, including agility 
exercises. He added that the biggest thing 
was to get the players into some type of a 
normal state where they could do running 
and stretching exercises. The Pioneers re-
sumed conditioning on Dec. 7 after taking 
the week following Thanksgiving off as 
well for precautionary measures, accord-
ing to Olmstead. But one day later, on 
campus activity was shut down again. As 
of this past Sunday evening, Olmstead said 
he hasn’t heard of other high schools paus-
ing conditioning for their fall sports.

“I know there’s a stay-at-home order, 
but if it’s a school activity…I don’t know,” 
Olmstead said Sunday evening in a phone 
interview. “I figured somebody from the 
district or county will call me and tell me 
[we’re] not practicing, whether it be my 
principal or district personnel.”

Olmstead went on to say that the con-
ditioning that his program has been doing 
has been minimal and it’s not as bad as 
what other high schools are doing.

Artesia separated every fall sport by 
having the athletes go through different en-
trances. Football entered through the main 
stadium gate. However, not all the sports 
began their conditioning on the same day. 
Following football was water polo and 
volleyball.

“It’s been pretty nice,” Olmstead said. 
“It’s been nice to get out and see the kids 
and kind of make it as normal as we pos-

ARTESIA
Continued from page 10

sibly can.”
The recent stay-at-home order has also 

put a curtail in the beginning of Artesia’s 
regular season, which was slated for Jan. 
7, a road game at Garden Grove High. 
State law requires that football teams have 
at least 14 days of practice prior to their 
season-opener and with the Christmas and 
New Year’s holidays approaching, football 
teams were hoping to begin practice either 
this week, or next week.

Olmstead believes that practices won’t 
begin anytime soon and in fact, thinks his 
team won’t be able to have regular prac-
tices in pads until at the very least, Los An-
geles County is out of the Purple Tier, the 
worst of the four-colored tiers the state has 
designed based off the average number of 
positive cases.

“That’s my guesstimate from talking 
to people, that they’re not going to let us 
play tackle anything when we’re still in the 
purple,” Olmstead said. “When we get to 
the Red [Tier], now we can start making 
progress on, ‘okay, when are we going to 
allow contact’. But until then, I don’t sup-
pose anything is going to happen until that 
point.”

Most likely, Artesia won’t be able to 
play Garden Grove, or even Chino High 
on Jan. 15 and Maywood High the follow-
ing week, unless something drastic hap-
pens in a positive way. So, the prospects of 
playing a five, six or seven-game schedule 
becomes more realistic, according to Olm-
stead. While the CIF-SS would like to get 
at least a league season in for its schools, 
Artesia would only play three league con-
tests because four of the six schools in the 
605 League field football programs.

The 605 League season begins on Feb. 

26 and if you add two, three or maybe four 
non-league contests to Artesia’s schedule 
before that, you’re looking at possibly the 
Pioneers beginning the regular season as 
early as Jan. 29 against Western High or 
Feb. 5 at Estancia High.

“We just have to hope and pray that 
we’ll get to a certain point where they’ll 
say, ‘okay, you guys can put on pads’ and 
we can start in a week,” Olmstead said. “I 
don’t know if that’s the safest way to go 
about it. But I think that’s what when we 
get word of it at some point, and I hope 
it’s sooner than later, so we can practice for 
three or four weeks before actually play-
ing a game. I feel at this point, if we play 
two non-league games, then play league 
and play five games [in the season]…that I 
think would be a good start.”

No matter how many games Artesia 
will play, Olmstead is optimistic there will 
be a football season. Like every school, he 
said it wouldn’t be fair to the seniors and 
the underclassmen who have been waiting 
for a season to begin, regardless of what 
month it is. He did stress that everybody 
needs to do their part to help keep the 
number of positive cases from expanding 
to the point where the season would be 
cancelled.

“The irony of this whole thing is we 
have to work as a team to get our num-
bers down to get our season,” Olmstead 
preached. “Not that I had to sell it to them, 
but you guys better follow the protocols 
when we get here by wearing your mask 
and everything because if we have an out-
break, it’s your senior year that’s going to 
be gone.”
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Downey Continues 
Cannabis Ban
STAFF REPORT

In April of 2019 the City of Downey, 
as part of a coalition of 25 local jurisdic-
tions from across California, filed a lawsuit 
against the California Bureau of Cannabis 
Control [the BCC Action].  The lawsuit 
alleged that Title 16, section 5416 of the 
California Code of Regulations, which al-
lows delivery of recreational cannabis to 
a physical address in any jurisdiction in 
California, even if that city has placed an 
ordinance prohibiting such deliveries, is 
valid under California law and inconsis-
tent with Proposition 64. 

The Court in the BCC Action ruled that 
Regulation 5416 does not prohibit cities 
and counties from regulating or prohibit-
ing entirely the delivery of recreational 
cannabis. The Court also found that plain-
tiff jurisdictions were not subject to this 
regulation, because it only applies to state 
delivery licensees. Finding no conflict be-
tween the Regulation and the local ordi-
nances, the courts dismissed the BCC Ac-
tion. Under the court’s decision, the City 
of Downey’s ban on cannabis delivery is 
valid and fully enforceable.

Mayor pro tem Claudia Frometa add-
ed that the Council was pleased with the 
court’s decision and that it guarantees pro-
tection of local cities so the state cannot 
take away local control.

CITY OF LA MIRADA
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT NO. 2018-08
PHASE 6A RESIDENTIAL STREET REHABILITATION

Notice is hereby given that the City of La Mirada, California invites sealed bids for the furnishing of 
all labor, materials, equipment, and services for Capital Improvement Project No. 2018-08.  Plans and 
Specifications and the Instructions to Bidders for the Phase 6A Residential Street Rehabilitation are 
available online from American Reprographics Company (ARC).  Bidders may obtain free copies of 
the Plans, Specifications and other Contract Documents online by visiting 
http://www.crplanwell.com/.  The general items of work include the sawcut, removal and disposal 
of existing improvements, AC pavement reconstruction, cold milling, asphalt rubber hot mix overlay, 
Type 2 slurry seal, curb and gutter, cross gutter, curb ramps, manhole, valve, valve and utility adjust-
ments, traffic control, water quality control plan preparation and implementation, traffic striping and 
markings.  Sealed bids shall be delivered to the City Clerk at or before 11 a.m. on January 20, 2021.  
Bids must be submitted on the blank forms, prepared and furnished for that purpose and included in 
the Plans and Specifications.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids, or delete portions 
of any or all bids, or waive any informality or irregularity in the bid or the bid procedures.

Anne Haraksin, City Clerk
City of La Mirada

Published at La Mirada Lamplighter 12/4/20 and 12/11/20

Extra Space Storage will hold a public auction to sell personal 
property described below belonging to those individuals listed below 
at location indicated: 10753 E. Artesia Blvd. Cerritos, Ca 90703 on 
December 21,2020 at 11:00 AM. 
Kailahi Leula Jr. Household Items, April Jones Household Items,  
Brandon Thomas Household Items, Eva Hoffman Church and Misc. 
Items, Michael Magal-di Household Items, Leslie Iverson Household 
Items, Fredrica Byrd Household Items, Jaimila Seward Household 
Items, Daniel Martinez Household Items, Chris-tine Williams 
Clothes; Blankets; TV, Paul Kiefer Household Goods, Valerie Veak 
Household Items, Eric Galvez Household Items, Michael Tucker 
Boxes with Clothes; Household Items, Kendrick Thomas Couches; 
TV’s; Boxes, Anisa Pito Household Items, Mascot Acquisition LLC 
Documents; Files, Chris Cooper Boxes; Household Items, Greg 
Amyx Hydro Jetter- Plumbing Material, Amanda Walker Keepsakes, 
Teresa Knight Furniture and Boxes, Food Gems Business Inventory, 
Jeane Simpson Household Items, Esperanza Pua, Pua Esperanza  
Household Goods, Donald Brown, Brown Donald  Household 
Goods, Brandon Harrison Household Items, Sam Okimoto House-
hold Items, Isaac Lewis Hair Salon Furni-ture, Embedded Systems 
Consulting LLC Misc. Papers, Terri Walters Household Items, 
Tom Greenfield Household Items, Nichole Weston TV Furniture, 
Totes, Ricky Mamaradlo Shirts, Hats and Boxes, Nichole Weston 
Household Items, Paul Kiefer Household Items, Glenn Eldridge 
Household Items
The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.
com. Purchases must be made with cash only and paid at the above 
referenced facility in order to complete the transaction. Extra Space 
Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of the personal property. Pub-
lished at LCCN 12/4/20 and 12/11/20.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File Number 2020193422
THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING BUSINESS 
AS: CHO DANCESPORT 12630 DEL AMO BLVD., LAKEWOOD, 
CA., 90715; 8540 ALONDRA BLVD. STE. B1 PARAMOUNT, CA., 
90723 Registered Owner: CHRIS CHO 16818 DOWNEY AVE 72, 
PARAMOUNT, CA., 90723. THIS BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED 
AS A INDIVIDUAL.   The date registrant started to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names listed above: N/A. I 
declare that all the information in this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true any material matter pursuant 
to Section 17913 of the Business and Professions Code that the 
registrant knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punish-able 
by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000).   /S/ CHRIS 
CHO. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles 
on 11/19/2020. In accordance with Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed in the of notice of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other than a change in the resi-
dence address of a registered owner. A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the expiration. Effective January 1, 
2014, the Fictitious Business Name Statement must be accompanied 
by the affidavit of identity form. The filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of another under Federal, State or Common 
Law (see Section 14411 et seq., Business and Professions Code). 
LCCN 12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 12/25/20.

Remember a Loved 
One

Cerritos News and 
La Mirada Lamplighter now offer obituary 
placement in print and online at Legacy.com

Go to 
loscerritosnews.net/obituaries
lmlamplighter.com/obituaries

to place an obituary.

Dec. 10, 2020 COVID
74 New Deaths and 12,819 
New Cases in L.A.  County

The Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health (Public Health) has 
tragically confirmed the first COVID-
19 death in a L.A. County child under 
the age of 18 years old.  The child 
was hospitalized for multisystem 
inflammatory syndrome in 
children (MIS-C) and had 
severe underlying health 
conditions. The child that 
passed away is also the 
first MIS-C associated 
death in L.A. County.

MIS-C is the inflam-
matory condition associat-
ed with COVID-19 that can 
damage multiple organ systems, 
require hospitalization, and be life-
threatening.

To date, Public Health has confirmed 
45 children with MIS-C in L.A. County. 
All were hospitalized and 50% of the 
children were treated in the ICU. Of the 
children with MIS-C, 27% were under 
the age of 5 years old, 38% were between 
the ages of 5 and 11 years old, and 35% 
were between the ages of 12 and 20 years 
old. Latino/Latinx children account for 
73% of the reported cases.

MIS-C symptoms include fever that 
does not go away and inflamed body 

parts, including the heart, lungs, kid-
neys, brain, skin, eyes, or gastrointesti-
nal organs. If you believe your child is 
displaying MIS-C symptoms, contact 
your primary care provider. If you do not 
have a primary care provider, dial 2-1-1 
and L.A. County will help connect you 
to one.

Today, Public Health has confirmed 
74 new deaths and 12,819 new cases 
of COVID-19. Today's number of new 

cases surpassed the previous high 
on December 6 when the 

County experienced 
10,528 new COVID-19 

cases. L.A. County 
continues to experi-
ence high number of 
new deaths and more 
new cases reported 
each day for COVID-

19 than at any point 
during the pandemic. 

There are 3,433 people 
with COVID-19 currently 

hospitalized and 23% of these people 
are in the ICU. Just in the past two days, 
the number of patients hospitalized with 
COVID-19 has increased by more than 
300. 

To date, Public Health identified 
487,917 positive cases of COVID-19 
across all areas of L.A. County and a 
total of 8,149 deaths. Upon further inves-
tigation, 173 cases reported earlier were 
not L.A. County residents. Testing results 
are available for more than 4,022,000 
individuals with 11% of all people testing 
positive.
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comfortable people will be taking the 
vaccine.

For as long as anyone can remember, 
there have been required vaccines such 
as measles, mumps and rubella [MMR], 
hepatitis B and a DTap [diphtheria and 
tetanus]. A few years back HMG was 
deeply involved in investigating the man-
dated vaccine requirements for children 
to enroll in school. It wasn’t the shot 
itself that had parents up in arms over 
it, rather the combination of ingredients 
together that made it a questionable vac-
cine.

Fast forward to December 8, 2020, 
Margaret Keenan, 90 years of age was 
the first person to be injected with the 
new CoVID-19 vaccine. In a released 
statement Keenan stated “I feel so privi-
leged to be the first person vaccinated 
against CoVID-19, it’s the best early 
birthday present I could wish for because 
it means I can finally look forward to 
spending time with my family and friends 
in the New Year after being on my own 
for most of this year.” Keenan will 
receive her second dose of the vaccine 
in three weeks, when a full immunity is 
expected.

Along with the news of Keenan came 
a discussion of the forced mandate to 
vaccinate. There are companies that are 
considering compulsory CoVID vaccina-
tions as a condition of employment. As 
we understand it, should your employer 
make it mandatory, an employer can 
require that the vaccine be taken. 

Over the last week LCCN / CN has 
scanned various polls and four-in-ten 
Americans say they would not take the 
vaccine. Pew Research Center states, 
“While this is higher than it was two 
months ago, to achieve herd immunity, 
‘experts’ say that 70% of the population 
needs to be vaccinated or have natural 
antibodies.”

Some in the restaurant sector think 
that making the vaccine a condition of 
employment state in could be advanta-

COVID
Continued from page 1
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It’s all about the moments,  
and we make sure each one counts.

Enjoy every moment
living worry-free

562-459-4400
13001 La Mirada Blvd
La Mirada, CA 90638

The-Palms.net

At The Palms, we offer an affordable,  

all-inclusive lifestyle with chef-prepared meals.  

Let us handle life’s day-to-day chores,  

allowing you to focus on the moments in life  

to be cherished and celebrated.

reaching effects on residents. Norwalk 
City officials have made several attempts 
to ensure that residents were not adversely 
affected by these unprecedented decisions 
initiated by the state and county. 

In April, the City Council voted unani-
mously to impose a temporary ban to pre-
vent motel conversions for temporarily 
housing homeless residents as part of Proj-
ect Roomkey without prior city approval. 

In July, the City Council unanimously 
passed an emergency ordinance that re-
quired any public agency to consult with 
the City prior to placing a homeless or 
COVID-19 facility in Norwalk.

In October, in response to the County’s 
efforts to purchase Motel 6 on Rosecrans 
Avenue, the City informed County of-
ficials regarding the negative impact on 
Norwalk resources and recommended the 
County cease their efforts in purchasing 
the motel for that purpose.

City officials were informed that in-
mates being transferred into the facility 
have recently tested negative for COVID 
and have passed a background check. Both 
the local sheriff’s department and metro 
police will be responsible for monitoring 
the facility.  

Residents interested in obtaining more 
information regarding the use of the for-
mer “California Youth Authority” facility 
may contact Dr. Michael W. Barsom, Ex-
ecutive Director at the Metropolitan State 
Hospital, at (562) 863-7011.  

NORWALK
Continued from page 1

geous to tell customers that all their 
employees have been vaccinated. 

In a press release it was stated that, 
“Under the law an employer can force an 
employee to get vaccinated and if they 
do not take it, they can be fired.” It went 
on to say that private businesses have 
extensive rights and as a safety rule can 
request that the vaccine be taken.

There are a few exceptions.  If a 
work force is unionized, the collective 
agreement may require negotiation with 
the union before making the vaccine 
mandatory. Anti-discrimination laws also 
provide protection. Under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, workers who don’t 
want to be vaccinated for medical reasons 
are eligible to request and exemption. 
The employer would have to accommo-
date this and allow the employee to work 
remotely.  Under Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, if the vaccine is a 
violation of your religious belief, this too 
would be an ‘opt out’ option.

According to John Hopkins Univer-
sity the legal precedent for mandatory 
vaccinations dates back to 1905 Supreme 
Court case after a smallpox outbreak. 
Joanne Rosen, a legal and public health 
expert at the Centre for Law and Public 
Health stated in a podcast, “States have 
the legal and constitutional authority to 
require that the people who live in that 
state be vaccinated or to introduce a 
mandate.” However there was precedent 
set in the 1905 lawsuit with the argument 
that the right not to be vaccinated was 
constitutionally protected liberties were 
being infringed upon.

One move toward a mandate vac-
cine could be a strong recommendation 
and education campaign. As stated in 
the Hopkins review, “A particular issue 
that we may face with a CoVID-19 vac-
cine, which does not arise with others 
are questions about safety, because it is 
new.  Measles, mumps, rubella, polio 
and smallpox vaccines have been around 
for decades, if not even longer.  They are 
regarded as safe and we have the data to 
support that. But CoVID-19 vaccines are 
new, there are concerns.”

SALVATION ARMY
Continued from page 1

as high as 155 percent more during the 
holidays.

This past Saturday, December 5th, the 
Salvation Army Bellflower held a free 
mask and hand sanitizer drive-thru distri-
bution at Simms Park under the new cam-
paign ‘Safe for the Holidays.’ 

Carlos Figueroa, Event Coordinator for 
Salvation Army Bellflower, stated, “We 
want to help families to be safe during the 
holiday season, we are giving out masks, 
hand sanitizer, wipes, water and tissue, it’s 
a beautiful day to serve our community.” 

All the items were packed in a contact-
less bag to be taken home. The event was a 
drive through only event and the Salvation 
Trio was playing. “Today, many residents 
came by to pick-up the PPE, many loved 
the music, said Figueroa.

The Salvation Army Kettle Bug was on 
site to encourage residents to chip in their 
spare change.  “The bug goes everywhere 
with the campaign,” Figueroa stated, “the 
oversized coin slot on the back reminds 
people that pennies add up to dollars and 
it is our main fundraiser.”

This year their campaign is called 
#RescueChristmas where people can do-
nate online and all the funds go to help 
those in the community. If you donate in 
Bellflower, the money stays in Bellflower. 
“We are happy to serve the community.  
We want to help those affected by the pan-
demic until it is .

Storm Drains Are For Rain!
Not Automotive Fluids
Not Pet Waste
Not Yard Waste
Not Paint
Not Litter

The City of Cerritos encourages its
residents to recycle their used motor oil
and oil filters. It’s quick, it’s easy, and

it’s the right thing to do.

Anything that goes into a storm
drain in Cerritos has an impact
on the health of Los Angeles
County beaches and coastal
waters. So remember that…

USED OIL COLLECTION CENTERS

A recycling reminder from the City of Cerritos. 
Paid for by a grant from the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle).

Browning Mazda Cerritos Ford/Lincoln/Mercury/Hyundai Firestone Store 

Cerritos Dodge/Chrysler/Jeep Lexus of Cerritos Norm Reeves Honda

Cerritos Acura Penske Chevrolet of Cerritos

Penske Buick GMC of Cerritos

Power Toyota/Scion Cerritos 

18827 Studebaker Road 18900 Studebaker Road 11524 South St

18803 Studebaker Road 18800 Studebaker Road 18500 Studebaker Road

18827 Studebaker Road 18605 S Studebaker Road

17720 Crusader Avenue 

18700 Studebaker Road

(562) 924-1414 (562) 405-3500 (562) 924-5546

(562) 402-5335  (562) 865-7447 (562) 345-9100

(562) 402-5281 (562) 924-1676

(562) 733-3861

(562) 860-6561

The City of Cerritos encourages its
residents to recycle their used motor oil
and oil filters. It’s quick, it’s easy, and

it’s the right thing to do.

A0424-Used Oil (Cerritos)  9/23/05  1:33 PM  Page 1
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC Sec. 6105)
Escrow No. 13662D
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk sale is about to be made. The name(s), business address(es) to the seller(s) are: POLLO MEAL, INC., 
A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION, 305 E. BETTERAVIA ROAD, SANTA MARIA, CA 93454
Whose chief executive office is: 5400 E. OLYMPIC BLVD. SUITE 227, COMMERCE, CA 90022
Doing Business as: EL POLLO LOCO #3738 (Type – FRANCHISE MEXICAN RESTAURANT)
All other business name(s) and address(es) used by the seller(s) within the past three years, as stated by the seller(s), is/are: NONE
The name(s) and address of the buyer(s) is/are: UNITED LENORE II, LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, 14765 MAIN 
STREET, HESPERIA, CA 92345
The assets to be sold are described in general as: ALL STOCK IN TRADE, FURNITURE, FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT AND GOODWILL and 
are located at: 305 E. BETTERAVIA ROAD, SANTA MARIA, CA 93454
The bulk sale is intended to be consummated at the office of: CAPITOL CITY ESCROW, INC., 3838 WATT AVENUE, SUITE F-610 SACRA-
MENTO, CA 95821-2665 and the anticipated sale date is DECEMBER 31, 2020
The bulk sale is subject to California Uniform Commercial Code Section 6106.2.
[If the sale is subject to Sec. 6106.2, the following information must be provided.] The name and address of the person with whom claims may 
be filed is: CAPITOL CITY ESCROW, INC., 3838 WATT AVENUE, SUITE F-610 SACRAMENTO, CA 95821-2665 and the last date for filing 
claims by any creditor shall be DECEMBER 30, 2020, which is the business day before the sale date specified above.
Dated: DECEMBER 7, 2020
UNITED LENORE II, LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,, Buyer(s)
1266045-C COMMERCE COMMUNITY NEWS 12/11/2020

CITY OF CERRITOS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR
CONSULTING SERVICES FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE CITY’S 

2021-2029 HOUSING ELEMENT
RFP NO. 1417-21

Project
Identification:	 	 2021-2029	HOUSING	ELEMENT,	RFP	NO.	1417-21

Project
Description:  The City of Cerritos (“City”) is soliciting proposals from qualified  
   firms or individuals (“Consultant”) for the preparation of the City’s  
   2021-2029 Housing Element.  
 
Proposals must be
received	on	or	before:		 5:00	p.m.,	Friday,	January	8,	2021	

Place of proposal
receipt:    Office of the City Clerk, City Hall 
   18125 Bloomfield Avenue, First Floor 
   Cerritos, CA 90703 

Proposals must be 
marked:   "PROPOSAL FOR 2021-2029 HOUSING ELEMENT   
	 	 	 PREPARATION,	RFP	1417-21”			

Submitted proposals must include: One (1) original signed hard copy and one (1) electronic PDF 
provided by an electronic fileshare link (link details provided in proposal package). Proposals must 
be delivered in a sealed envelope or package and proposals will not be accepted unless it has the 
proposal number and project name clearly identified.  

The City of Cerritos reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, or portions of any and all 
proposals or waive the informality in a proposal not affected by law.

The point of contact for this RFP is Advance Planning Manager Kristin Aguila, who can be contacted 
by email at kaguila@cerritos.us. Questions and written inquires related to this RFP can be submitted 
accordingly. In addition, proposal specifications may be viewed at 
www.cerritos.us/BUSINESSES/bid_and_contract_opportunities/bid_listings.php. Proposers 
shall be responsible for monitoring the site to obtain information regarding this solicitation.  

By order of the City of Cerritos. 
Dated/Posted:   December	4,	2020

Published at Los Cerritos Community Newspaper 12/11/20

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
JOSE PEREZ
CASE NO. 20STPB10004 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the lost WILL or estate, or both of 
JOSE PEREZ.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by HEIDI PEREZ in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that HEIDI PEREZ be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's lost WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The lost WILL and any codicils are available for 
examination in the file kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act with limited authority. (This 
authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important ac-
tions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 01/12/21 at 8:30AM in Dept. 2D located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90012 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
RICHARD BRYSON - SBN 44917
5220 CLARK AVE. STE 220
LAKEWOOD CA 90712
12/11, 12/18, 12/25/20
CNS-3421825#
LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
JESUS TRONO SALAZAR
CASE NO. 20STPB10030 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of JESUS 
TRONO SALAZAR.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by JOSEPH SALAZAR in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that JOSEPH SALAZAR be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and any codicils are available for examina-
tion in the file kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 01/05/21 at 8:30AM in Dept. 11 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90012 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
ELINA K. LARSEN - SBN 209846 
LAW OFFICES OF YVONNE HSU
1170 ROOSEVELT
IRVINE CA 92620
12/11, 12/18, 12/25/20
CNS-3421933#
LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
RUBEN RODRIGUEZ
CASE NO. 20STPB09732 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or both of RUBEN 
RODRIGUEZ.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by NATALIE PEREZ in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that NATALIE PEREZ be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and any codicils are available for examina-
tion in the file kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as follows: 01/12/21 at 8:30AM in Dept. 2D located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90012 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JOHN J. URIBE, ESQ. 
SBN 196720 
LAW OFFICES OF JOHN J. URIBE
PO BOX 41077
LOS ANGELES CA 90069
12/11, 12/18, 12/25/20
CNS-3422028#
LA MIRADA LAMPLIGHTER

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC Sec. 6105)
Escrow No. 20-1282-GL
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk sale is about to be made. The name(s), business address(es) to the Seller(s) are: TRUC HOANG 
NGUYEN NGUYEN, 18300 GRIDLEY RD., #D2, ARTESIA, CA 90701
Doing Business as: KUNF FU TEA - ARTESIA
All other business name(s) and address(es) used by the Seller(s) within three years, as stated by the Seller(s), is/are:
The location in California of the Chief Executive Officer of the Seller(s) is:
The name(s) and address of the Buyer(s) is/are: JEONGKWON SEO AND YEOSOOK CHOI, 8108 CAMBRIA CIRCLE, STANTON, CA 
90680
The assets to be sold are described in general as: FURNITURES, FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT, TOOLS, GOODWILL, TRADENAME, LEASE-
HOLD IMPROVEMENTS, LEASEHOLD INTERESTS, ALL TRANSFERABLE PERMITS AND LICENSES, AND ALL INVENTORY OF 
STOCK IN TRADE and are located at: 18300 GRIDLEY RD., SUITE D2, ARTESIA, CA 90701-5440
The bulk sale is intended to be consummated at the office of: ACE ESCROW, INC., 3030 W. 8TH ST., SUITE 408, LOS ANGELES, CA 90005 
and the anticipated sale date is DECEMBER 30, 2020
The bulk sale is subject to California Uniform Commercial Code Section 6106.2.
[If the sale is subject to Sec. 6106.2, the following information must be provided]
The name and address of the person with whom claims may be filed is: ACE ESCROW, INC., 3030 W. 8TH ST., SUITE 408, LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90005 and the last day for filing claims shall be DECEMBER 29, 2020 which is the business day before the sale date specified above.
BUYER: JEONGKWON SEO AND YEOSOOK CHOI
125939 LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY NEWS  12.11.2020

Notice of Content
NOTICE OF SALE OF ABANDONED BUSINESS PROPERTY.  Notice is hereby given pursuant to California Commercial Code 7209 - 7210, 
the following property has been abandoned and will be sold at a public sale to satisfy liens placed on the property described below:
Ener-Core:  Micro-climate refrigerator, 2 load banks (300kw & 320kw), FlexEnergy Gas Turbine Model 250SX, 60 pallets of various pipes, 
fittings, connections, tubing, insulation.
Hydrogen Frontier:  One Hydrogen storage tank; 28’ x 7’ x 7’, approx.. 35,000 lbs
Ruby Neri:  One West Coast Ceramic Kiln, 7’ x 6’ x 9+8’, approx. 6,000 lbs
Advantage Laser:  One Amada Shear, 13’x6’x7’, One Guifil Hydraulic Press, 5’x5’x7’
Pacific Laser:  One Laser Cutter, One Laser Table, One Dimplex Thermal Koolant, One Electrical Cabinet, One Control Table.
Aspen Controls:  1 Peerless Band Saw, 1 Birmingham Lathe, 1 Flow Tank, 1 Eaton Compressor, 1 Flow Pump Unit, 1 Clark Mill, 1 Eaton Air 
Dry Unit, 1 M.D.A. Media Blaster, 1 Birmingham Grinder, 1 Control Unit w/Wheels, 1 Pump Unit w/Wheels, 1 Flow Bridge Section, 1 Flow 
Hopper.
Stone Oven:  1 Wood Stone Oven, 1 Hood Section, 1 True Salad Cooler, 1 Continental Refrigerator, 1 Imperial Oven w/Burn Range, 1 Stainless 
Shelving Rack on Wheels, 1 Stainless Shelving Rack, 1 Fryer Unit, 1 Frymaster Cheese Melter, 1 Imperial Grill w/Stand, 1 Prep Table, Misc. 
Covers, 1 Exhaust Hood Section
AGA Real Estate:  Johnson Chop Saw, Roller Table w/Chip Pan, 2 Bridgeport Mills, Punch Press, Do-All Surface Stone  on Stand, 6 Clausing 
Lathe, Hammond Grinder, Clausing Gear Cutter, Burgmaster Drill, Rockwell Saw, Thompson Grinder, Estrata Grinder, Estrata Oil Tank, Cincin-
nati Grinder, ICM Dust Collector, Disc Sander on Stand, Bench Grinder w/Stand, Summit Grinder, Dayton Cutting Machine, 2 Huaco Machines, 
3 Coolant Tanks,  Electro Arc Drill, Park Hydraulic Press, Grinder, Clausing Oil Tank w/ Misc. Tooling & Parts
Industrial First Liquidation:  Brush Generator
Kemco Plastics Corp.:  Kemcast Plastic Machine, Misc. Parts, Steel Plating, Wooden Crate
JR Family Investments:  2 LK-Cinn Milacron Cord. Meas Mach Work Transfer Stations,  Control Panel, Pallet of Misc. Parts, Pallet of Misc. 
Covers, 2 Crossrail Legs, Granite Crossrail, PHC9MKZ Renshaw Probe Head, 2 Wood Pallets Misc. Parts, 2 Granite Base Sections, Power Box 
on Wheels

Sale to be held Tuesday, December 15, 2020 between the hours of 07:00am and 09:00am at:
Dunkel Bros. Machinery Moving, 14555 Alondra Blvd.  La Mirada, CA  90638
Purchases must be made with cash only.
All items sold “as is”, with no guarantee or warranty.
All items purchased must be removed from the property within 24 hours of the time of sale

Publsihbed at LCCN 12/4 and 12/11/20

Loan No.: Nabilsi TS no. 2020-10172 APN: 7027-010-023 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE UNDER DEED OF TRUST YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 12/9/2019, UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A 
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on 12/22/2020, at 10:00 AM of said day, Behind the fountain located in Civic Center Plaza, 
400 Civic Center Plaza, Pomona, CA 91766, Ashwood TD Services LLC, a California Limited Liability Company, as duly appointed Trustee 
under and pursuant to the power of sale conferred in that certain Deed of Trust executed by Yunes A. Nabilsi and Elizabeth Nabilsi recorded on 
12/12/2019 in Book n/a of Official Records of LOS ANGELES County, at page n/a, Recorder’s Instrument No. 20191387334, by reason of a breach 
or default in payment or performance of the obligations secured thereby, including that breach or default, Notice of which was recorded 8/19/2020 
as Recorder’s Instrument No. 20200967735, in Book n/a, at page n/a, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER FOR 
CASH, lawful money of the United States, evidenced by a Cashier’s Check drawn on a state or national bank, or the equivalent thereof drawn 
on any other financial institution specified in section 5102 of the California Financial Code, authorized to do business in the State of California, 
ALL PAYABLE AT THE TIME OF SALE, all right, title and interest held by it as Trustee, in that real property situated in said County and State, 
described as follows: Lot 21, Tract 25251, per Map, Book 853, Pages 73 and 74 of Maps. The street address or other common designation of the 
real property hereinabove described is purported to be: 17425 Sonora Avenue, Cerritos, CA 90703. The undersigned disclaims all liability for 
any incorrectness in said street address or other common designation.   Said sale will be made without warranty, express or implied regarding 
title, possession, or other encumbrances, to satisfy the unpaid obligations secured by said Deed of Trust, with interest and other sums as provided 
therein; plus advances, if any, thereunder and interest thereon; and plus fees, charges, and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said 
Deed of Trust. The total amount of said obligations at the time of initial publication of this Notice is $22,611.39. In the event that the deed of trust 
described in this Notice of Trustee’s Sale is secured by real property containing from one to four single-family residences, the following notices 
are provided pursuant to the provisions of Civil Code section 2924f: NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property 
itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be 
aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying 
off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, 
priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be 
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about trustee’s sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the 
sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, 
you may call 916-939-0772 or visit this Internet Web site www.nationwideposting.com, using the file number assigned to this case 2020-10172. 
Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may not be immediately reflected in 
the telephone information or on the Internet Web site. The best way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale.   NOTICE 
TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If 
you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an 
“eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps 
to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call 916-939-0772, or visit this internet website www.
nationwideposting.com, using the file number assigned to this case 2020-10172 to find the date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of 
the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it 
no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. 
If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate 
professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase. Dated: November 19, 2020 Ashwood TD Services LLC, a California 
Limited Liability Company Christopher Loria, Trustee's Sale Officer P.O. Box 3552, Paso Robles, CA 93447 (SEAL) Tel.: (805) 296-3176 Fax: 
(805) 323-9054 Trustee’s Sale Information: (916) 939-0772 or www.nationwideposting.com NPP0372209 To: LOS CERRITOS COMMUNITY 
NEWS 11/27/2020, 12/04/2020, 12/11/2020

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS
RANDY PETERS BOLIVAR filed a petition with this court for a decree changing name as follows: RANDY BOLIVAR VA-
RONA. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter appear before this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name should not be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at least two days before the matter 
is scheduled to be heard and must appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant a petition without a hearing. Court date 1/4/20, Dept C, 10:30 A.M. Room 312. 
Published at LCCN 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 11/27/20.
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STAFF REPORT

The Bowers Museum has again 
achieved accreditation by the American 
Alliance of Museums, the highest national 
recognition afforded to the nation’s muse-
ums.  Accreditation signifies excellence to 
the museum community, to governments, 
funders, outside agencies and to the mu-
seum going public.  Bowers Museum was 
initially accredited in 1993. All museums 
must undergo a reaccreditation review at 
least every ten years to maintain their elite 
status.

Of the nation’s estimated 33,000 mu-
seums, only 1070 – three percent – are 
currently accredited. 

Alliance Accreditation brings national 
recognition to a museum for its commit-

ment to excellence, accountability, high 
professional standards and continued in-
stitutional improvement.  

“Bowers Museum is thrilled to once 
again receive this honor and will strive 
to continue to act as a leader among Or-
ange County and California art institu-
tions by providing world class exhibitions 
and premiere programming for our entire 
community, despite all obstacles,” said 
Bowers President & CEO, Peter Keller. 

“Accredited museums are a communi-
ty of institutions that have chosen to hold 
themselves publicly accountable to excel-
lence,” said Laura Lott, Alliance presi-
dent & CEO,” Accreditation is clearly a 
significant achievement of which both 
the institutions and the communities they 
serve cane be extremely proud.”

Bowers Receives National Recognition

THE BETTY HUANG COURTYARD at Bowers. There’s also an outdoor sculpture 
garden, a coral tree court and an entrance just off Main Street, visitors don’t have to enter 
under the signature bell-tower arch anymore, though that will remain an entryway.

COVID-19 positive user must enter a 
valid verification code provided by the 
medical provider, lab, or local public 
health authority. 

On iOS devices (version 13.7 or later) 
the exposure notification system is acti-
vated within Settings and no app installa-
tion is required. A user goes to Settings, 
scrolls down to Exposure Notifications, 
turns on Exposure Notifications, and se-
lects United States then California.

On Android devices an app is avail-
able for download. 

Dr. Christopher Longhurst at UC San 
Diego Health said in a statement that the 
app proved effective in a program in the 
fall involving an over 250,000 students, 
staff and faculty at seven UC campuses.

Of course there are privacy concerns 
and Newsom underscored that at the 
news conference.

“It’s 100% private, 100% secure, 
100% voluntary. You opt in, and you can 
opt out,” he said.

The privacy concerns are very mini-
mal, according to Apple and Google with 
the app getting tacit approval from the 
ACLU.

The app does not collect your name, 
your contact information, the identity of 
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the people you meet, nor does it track 
you location or movement. 

Has the technology worked else-
where?

Covid apps for mobile phones first 
appeared in Asia, China and South Ko-
rea. There, officials used a phone’s loca-
tion information to track people.

It’s an approach being used in other 
parts of the world. In Israel, the govern-
ment is scouring people’s mobile phone 
records to locate those who’ve been near 
someone who has tested positive in or-
der to possibly quarantine those people. 
In Turkey, a person’s mobile phone soft-
ware tracks their movements and who 
they’ve been near.

Here in the U.S., nine states have is-
sued COVID-19 notification apps based 
on the Apple-Google technology with 
more states working on their own, ac-
cording to a review by 9to5Mac. 

Working with Microsoft, the Asso-
ciation of Public Health Laboratories re-
cently launched a “national key server,” 
which will make it possible to use an 
app from one state while visiting other 
states.

In the dozen-plus states where the 
technology has been available so far, get-
ting enough people to sign up has posed 
a huge hurdle.

Preliminary research by a team at Ox-
ford University’s Nuffield Department of 
Medicine projected that 15% uptake of an 
exposure notification system in Washing-
ton state (combined with manual contact 
tracing efforts) could reduce infections 
by 15% and deaths by 11%.

Data from Nevada show how tough 
it is to reach that level of adoption. On 
Aug. 24, Nevada’s Department of Health 
and Human Services launched exposure 
notification app COVID Trace to its 3 
million-plus residents. By Nov. 9, the app 
had been downloaded less than 70,000 
times — just under 3% of the state’s adult 
population, according to Time magazine.

A woman snatched a 1-year-old and a 
3-year-old from a Norwalk park Wednes-
day, Dec. 2., but the mother was able to 
get her children back, authorities said.

The suspect allegedly admitted to 
smoking methamphetamine, according to 
Sheriff’s Lt. Tenaya Brown.

It happened shortly before 1:26 p.m.
A woman was at Robert White Park, 

12120 Hoxie Ave., with her children 
when the suspect grabbed the baby, the 
toddler and a cell phone, Brown said.

The suspect started running. The 

mother chased after her, took her children 
back and called 911, Brown said.

The suspect was still at the park when 
deputies arrived. They detained the wom-
an who began fighting with deputies, 
Brown said.

Deputies arrested a 33-year-old wom-
an on suspicion of kidnapping, resisting 
arrest and vandalism. She was being held 
at the Century Regional Detention Facil-
ity in Lynwood.

The suspect has a Friday court ap-
pearance at Bellflower Superior Court.

Woman Tried to Kidnap  Two Children in Norwalk

La Palma welcomed two new officers 
recently. Megan Elwood Miranda (top) 
takes her oath for the La Palma Police 
Department. Miranda is a former School 
Resource Officer with the Long Beach 
Unified School District and holds a bach-
elor’s degree in Liberal Arts. Evan Martin 
is a former Los Angeles Police Officer 
with over 26 years of experience. He is a 
La Palma native and holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Criminal Justice.

La Palma Welcomes Two New Officers

Center, as well as various food pantries 
within La Mirada.

Mayor Lewis, and Councilmen Steve 
De Ruse and Anthony Otero passed out 
goodie bags and 60th Anniversary patche, 
parks and recreation handed out crafts to 
each child and staff took letters to Santa 
and placed them in a special mail box, all 
preceded the big finale with Kris Kringle 
and his sleigh naming every boy and girl 
that came by.

LA MIRADA
Continued from page 1
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