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Y
AFEINIVIT
I, being[ Guly sworm, declare and state as
follows: '

TCTION

1. I am a Special Agent (“SA") with the Federal Bureau of

go eizzplayed since Deos

Investigation (“FBI®}, and have b

of 2010, I am ¢

tly zssigued to = pablic corruption sguad
in the Los Angeles Field Office. My duties include, but are mot
limited to, investigating allegations of extortion, bribery,-

wail and wire fravd, zmd chetruction of justice.

IT. ZURPOBE OF ARFIDAVIT

2. This affidavit is wade in support of an application

28t warrants charging S0

for a criminal complaint and

51 {“SINGH"} and JTMMY SAN) (“SARDHEU*) with conspir:

commit federal pi

m bribery {18 U.8.C. § 666}, in viclation
of 18 U.S.C. § 371.
3. Between August 2012 and March 2015, in Los Augeles

County, within the Centrazl District of California, SYNGH and

SANDHU corruptly gave, offered, and agreed o give a thing of

value, namely $2,6%0 in checks,” to a councilmember for the City

* The total amount of the checks provided to the '
councilmember was $2650.00. OF that total, cne check had an
incorrect date and was rejected b the bank, one check was
rejected by the bank for insufficient funds and cne check
rejected by due to an illegible signature. Therefore, of the

. (footnote cont’d on next Dage)
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paid for cs-1+g lunch, which waE esmmated by CS-1 to be

approximately $15 o sze
27. Alsoc towerd the end of the meeting, Lobbyiast B tolg

{81 t:hat ehe and SINGH would b@ there to help Cs-1 if he/she

needed help with any “kick off or remaining {campaign] dehrss or

future campaign events. I‘:abbyé.gé: & stated, “you don’t have tp

telling @8-3 that they will provide campaign dometions to
him/her sc that cg.q would be more likely to Bupport’ for Kp
Tow’s proposal to raige tm Lowing contact rates. As discussed
belcw the link betweep memey Lrom SINGR and ¢

Support became expiicit in 3,at;er meetings, ]

September 28, 2013 Heetine Betwsen CH-1, @ and Lobbyist A

SIFGE ¥Warts to Introduce C8-1 o gammun

28. On September 2%, 2013, CS-1 once again met with
imi;byist A and SINGH, this time &L a restaurant in Artegia,
California. This meeting, like the last meeting, was sudic-

- recorded by ©8-1, [Prior to this meeting, FBY Special ‘Agents
met with CS-1, provided recording equipment ang briefed cg- 3, on
the meeting, FBY Special Agents vaintained positiong within

clese proximity of the meeting location. Tmmediately after the

10
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meeting, FBI Special Agents agaein met with C¢8-1 to take

pogsession of the recording eguipment and debrief C3-1.]

£%. AL the meating, cg-1,

gt B, and SINGH mainly

talked about travel, focd, £ ily., and C8-1'g Fall-time dok. Az

one point during the ccﬁv@rgatian, however,

ist & teld Ccs-1

that she and 8§ had hoped SANDHU would join the meeting,

because the purpope of the meat was {or C3~1 to meet SANDED.

Lobbyist A =aid sx

DHEU had a conference call and would trv fo
Join them later. During the mesting, Lobbyist A aliso told cs-1
that she had “ironed ocut” isgues with CE-1's Oty Council

tolieagues. .[Hy undsvstanding of this exchange im that ¥

A is saying t:hia City Council shopld be ready to vote aguin on
the rate incresse proposal.] |

30. SINGH once agein paid for 0S-1's dinner, which was
estima.t;zfi by €8-1 to be approximately $30. SANDED Gi& not join

this meeting.

October 4, 2013 Keeting Between -3, EINGH, snd SASDHU: STvcy

Ztrocuces CB-) to SENDAT; SINGE and SANDEU Explain How to

Structure Corrupt Payments to Maximire the fion

Minimize Serﬁtimy and W

31. On October 4, 2012, CS-1 met with both SINGH and
SANDRU at the HP Tow vard in Huntington Park., The meeting wae

-recerded by CS-i. [Prior to this meeting, FaI

zudio-and vi

A O
i1 i
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Epecial Agents mes with Cg-1, provided recurding equipment ang
briefed the CS-1 o tha meeting, wmT Special Agerntg maintained
pesitions within ecinge proximity of the neeting location.

lomediately after the meeting, FBI Special Agents wmet with cé~1

to take possession of the recording equi

i and debriaf Ce-1.]

32. At the beginning of the éae@ti&g, SN in%;rmduéed 81
o SANDHU. &= the meeting Drogressed,

OFT told (-1 that the
City of Huntingtom Payi needed “help,” znd it was tithe for *new

leadership” that could bring in big companies and help local

businesses create b

L on te explain to ﬁgwi,hw certain policien

NEF in the end of 2007 have

oy “the goverm

5 ability to tow cavs. Specifically, Sawpuo

“&d Lo laws that prohibis law enforcement from Lowing
vehicies from drivers who are unlicensed beczuse of their

immigration status.

+34. SANDHU eventuzlly brought up HP Tow's storage fees
' measure. He explained how HP Tow does not have automstic fee

incresses built inte thei. contract with the City, which he seld

& problem because of HF Tow's increasing overhesd costg,

@%. AL one point during the mesting when S

o SINGH,

-1 were outside touring the facility, SAWDHD left +o get

£

ing from inside the HP Tow ©ffice. At this peint, os-1
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Case 2:15-mj-018

and SINGE were alone.  5-1 told STINGH tha he/she wanted to ask
8INGHE something in private. CE~1 said, “I kmow when we fivet
met, I don’t know if it was ¥ou or [Lobbyist 2] who mentiocned
you could help me with . . .* SINGH then interrupted C5-1 by

saying, ‘*Yeaﬁ; yeah, wyeah, yeah for pure, let's go ingide.”

'36, "8 CS-1 proceeded to go inside the HP Tow

office whare

' was present. Without ¢g-1 gaying anything,

SINGH told C8-1, “definitely, i you have any debts after the

aléction, we help you to take care of that and
something up for

mest after the next city council meeting -- after SINGH had

month sometime.® SINGH saig they could

received checks for CS-1 from his Fams 1y and friends.

37. C8-1 asked STNGH if they could *just handle it in a,
without a check, becausce with checks, and ¥ amean and then
somecne is going to s&y, ‘oh well vou voted in favor beczuse you
got support.’” SINGH replied by Saying,- “Yeah, yeah, yéah,
yeah, X know, I gee.*

38. wWhile smm Was pre2sent in the office space and in a
lmca*t::im ¥here he could overhear the conversation {(as evidences
in the video recording), SINGH then told CS-1 “wes could §et
checks frenz friends, *which doesn‘t [eic] show it's [sie] under
HP Tow.” BSINGH said, “We slways get checks from our friends

thet deesn't [sic] have any of our nzwes or ¥p Tow's name, angd

we give it to you.” gimey discussed giving C8-1 *a eeupie

iz \
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courEe. IT all five sS4y can you help ma? Of course. But if [a
City Councilmember] gets mad becesuse [HP fow} helps the other
[Councilnember, then [up Tow] getis] punished. '

23. ESINGH then told CS8-1 that he was planning to put the
slorage fees increase measure back on the City Council agends,
suggestied he may lower the increase “down a Little bit more if
it will go through,* and said that i Tou can revieit the
- increase again in the “lagt coupie wvears. ” [ary understanding of
this comwversation is SINGH ig explaining to Ccg-1 h

to line up all the votes on &
gure that he gets the gy Tew contract inereage Pasiged, and o

- Tow might rvequest a

smaller incresse than originally proposed if &
: that iﬁ:id:h@&:‘w C3-1 or BEP Tow
ever actually requested a smallsy increase. 1In Uctober 2013,
when the matber ;vas regsubmitted to the City Commcil, up Tow

- halps to get

the measure passed, T do not belt

Auvgast. In January 2014, HP Tow ance again used the sams

Propoged rate increase schedule from previe 8 requests, ]

24. SINGH procesded to ask 0S-1 for his/her “SUpport” and-
*klessing® to move meLsure f@Md. SINGH explained how the
pricing was “extremely reasenzble.»

25. Lobbyist A tolg CE-1 that Ep Tow *ldoesn’t] want to

get caught up in the Grams and [was] not {tlhere to tattletale,”

But rather *there {was] a real concern.”® |
26. Toward the end of the Iunch mesting, BINGE ang 8.1

exchanged telephone mmmbers and agreed ¢o meet again. gINey

g -
-

%

%
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of Huntingtom Park, Califormiaz -- 2 local government reées’.ving

fite in ewceoss of $10,000 under g

in a one-year pericd bey
federal program involving a grant, contract, subsidy, loan,
guarantes, insurance, or other form of federal essistance -

intending to influence and revard that councilmember in

. o
comection with a business arg Lransaction ing a value of
$5,000 or more.

4. The facts set forth in this affidavit are based upon

myr @arisonal obzervations, my training and experience, and

i from various law enforcement personnel andg

information obtald

witnesses. This affidavit is intended to shiow merely there

able cause for the requestad compialol and

indicated otherwise, all ronversasi

tance and in paxrt

in this affidavit are related in only. My

descriptions of recorded conversations are summaries based on

of the recordings. These descriptions are not based on
final, verbatim transcripts, even where T have provided quotes,
In places within this affidavit, T have also i:;é;.cas@é Wy
m&ez—stm:;g of certain recorded statements, included :I.n,‘

brackets after the statements. Where noted, my understanding of

total of §265C.00 in checks, $1850.00 was negotiable znd a total
of $800.00 was not pegotiszble.

P

e
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the recorded statement is based on the entire context of the
recorded comversations and 211 of the informstion I have learnegd
in the investigation.

ITI. STATELSST OF PROBLLLE CAVGS

5. 2= described below, there is probable cau.*.;za to believe
that SINGH and SANDHU have engaged in a conspiracy to commit
federal program bribery, in violation of 18 U.8.C. § 3’?1‘&31& i8
U.8.C. § 666. Specifically, SINGH and SANDHU corruptly gave and

oifered to give money to a cooperating witmess (*Cs-17),% who is

& city councilmember for the City of Huntington Park, Califormis

{the *"City* or wington Park?), with intent to influence and

reward €5-i for favorable treatment on towing and business

matters for SINGH and SANDED & business, H.P, Autowmotive and

Téw, Inc., {“HEp Tows) .

roung on BEP Tow

5. Based on recordings of cowversations between ¢$-1 and
SINGH and SANDHU, I know that STHGE and SBNDHEU have cwned and

cperated HP Tow since approximately 2001. According to tax

& attached £o loan application documents T received a8

? C8-1 im an umpeid confidential source working voluntarily )
with the FBI since 20132, furing that time period, C&-1 has
provided credible and relisble informaticn £ the FEI concerning o)
public corruption watters in the Los Angeles County area. 089-3 ¢ V/
- L8 mot receiving any benefits from the FBI. I have reviewed
availsble criminsl history records and interviewed Cs-1, and I !
believe that C5-1 bas no criminsl history.




S-DUTY Documentl Filed 10/05H5 Page 5¢f36 PageiD#5

Case Z2:15-mj-0

pext of this investigation, SINGH cwned 100% of Hp Tow From
2003-2008, and that Mandiala Propexty HManagement, LLC cwned Kp

Tow Ifrom 2007 through 2010, Corporate records list SANDHD and

& 2ty Managewment, LLC.

as affiliated with Mandials Pr
7. I also know that HP Tow operates a tow vard and public

garage that contracts with goverament entities ¢ ghout the

Los Angeles aves to provide towing services, The kP Tow webaite

indicates that it holde contracte with several govermment and

law enforcement agencies in Los Angeles County. Tts

ers are lovated at 7300 Roseberry avenus, Buntingten
Park, Califormis, 0255,

The Citv of

ton Park City Comnodl

8. The City of Buntington Park is located in southeast

Los Angeles County. According to its website, Huntington Park is
a “General Law City cperated by a Council/Managsr form of
government.® The City Council serves as the legislative body
for the City and consists of five members, who are elected at
large by the registered wvoters of Huntington Park. City

ers are elected in March on odd-mumberes yaars for

Council

terms of four yedrs. At t second City Council meeting in

¥arch of sach yeax, the City Council cheooses one of its nembers

to serve ag Mayor znd one Lo serve ag Vice Mavor fer a one-vear
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3. The City of Kuntingtan?ark is 2 local government
pursuant to 18 U.5.C. §§ 666 (a) (1} and (o) because it received
more than 510,000 mer federal programs during the vears
relevant to this affidavie. Fci’ axaﬁg:le, I have reviewsd public

records kept by the U.g. Department of ﬁ‘mxsi#g 2nd Urban

elopment (HUD), Office of Community Planning and Development,

[ determined tmfduriag the time pericd From July 1, 2013 to

30, 2014, the City of munti o Park received federal Ko -

funds in excess of $10,000. with regard to' the time peried #

July 1, 2014 Lo June 30, 2015, I spoke with o@.1 who confirmed

that the City of Huntington Park received federal HUD funds well
in excess of $10,000.

The Funtineton Park City Coumpsl Votes leainet 2 Meamure to

Insresse Etorage Fees for EP Tow

10. Based on Wy investigation zng review of public recor

* know that the City of Huntington Park hss had a towing

contract with HP Tow since at least 2G03. The Buntington Park

City Council is resg gible fof¥ ratification amd oreraloht of

the towing contact with Hp Tow.

11. * HP Tow contract and addendunms with the City of
_ Huntington Park provide for the following: setting the rates and

chaxges for the towing and impounding, including la

i
Fid

mtington Park; i E\-/E

%
% A
%

ﬁettiﬁg the terme by which P Tow wzy apply Ior an adjustment of

of all wehicles towed by HP Tow in the City Of =

=
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the rates sst forth in the contract; and that HP Tow .“shail mike
no éayments foz-this contract and shall give no gifts to sny of
[City of Huntington Park:e] officers or employees.~”

12. On May 4, 2009, the Huntington Park City Counsil voted

to extend the controet with Hp Tow foﬁ peven LI .

13. On ox about July 185, 2013, HP Tow oEed 2 peasure

to the Huntington Paxk Cipy ¢ 11 that would have increaseq

Tow wasz pemitte’d to ¢

the towing and storage fees

Specifically, HANDHT sent a letter to the Huntington Park Chies

of Police. In the ietter, SANDED requested an increase in the

towing rate \ storage fees charged by EP TOW for various
vehicie classes. The letter included a schedule of the proposed

rate increeses. SANDHU requested to inor e the towlng rate

$17¢ to $190 for

from §132 o $150 for standard vehicles, &
wid-heavy duty vehicles, and from $250 to £280 for heavy duty
vehicles. SANDHU reguested to ingreage the Stoxag;@ rate From

4 vebicles, frow §40 to $60 for mid-heavy

hicles, and from $55 to $70 for heavy guty lcles.

after-hours gate fee from

aleo reqaeséeﬁ to change t

$60 to 870.

14. BAccording to the Huntington Park City Council minutes
for the Zugust 1%, 2013 City Council meeting, a storage fee
increase propossl submitted by HR m was presented on that day.

The City Council voted against the mezsure by a vote of 3-2.

&€ N

prsm——

-
2
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15, (8-1 was a member of the Huntington Paxk City Council

at the time of the storzge fees vote, and he/she voted against

measure. Acsording to ©8-1, he/she voted agzainst the

measure hecause the regquested increase was significant and

. fehe did neot fhink that it was faix i:é the citizens of
E‘imti‘ngton Park. |

1s. Gn Zugust 20, 2013, the day after the storage fees
vote, CS5-1 iz;fcrme& me that he/she wes countacted by Lobbyist &

by phome. According to CS-1, Lobbyist 2 called CS-1 and told

him/her that she worked for HP Tow and wanted to meét with €3-1
to discuss HP Tow operatiens in Huntington Fark. C8-1 informed

me that Lobbyist A and €8-1 had scheduled an in-person meeting.

August 28, 2013 Meeting Betwsem CS-1, SIbes, and

gTssr Seeks C0-1's t for a Proposal to Raise the City’s

Towing Contact Pates 1h Exchange for Corzupt Faymenbts to CE-1

17. On Bugust 29, 2013, CS-1 wmet with Lobbyist A and SINGH

for lunch at z restaurant in Los Angeles. : meeting was

sudio-recorded by C8-1. [Prior to thie meeting, FBI Special

Bgents met with CS-1, provided reccrding equipmant and briefed

£g-1 on the meeting. FBI Special Agents maintained positions
within closge proxiz&ity of the meeting locaticon. Immediately

after the meeting, FBEI Special Agents again met with CS8-1 to

take possession of s recording equipment and debrief C8-1.)

~3
i
r'M
oy,
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ig. ILobbyist A told ¢8-1 that she had worked foxr HP Tow
5 responsible for introducing

for approximately Dwo months and
the companies she yepresents, like HP Tow, to slected coificizls.

| vice versa. She stated that because CS-1 was “new and [.]
in the geme, {they] haldl to get. to know {mmeﬂ .

18, In particular, Lobbyist & told C8-1 in SINGE'Ss
presence that HP Tow had recently had an “incident whers a coin
was flipped from {[their] issus” and the ity Coumeil d4id not
Tow “hald] bsen extremsly

support HF Tow, even though
helpful, not just to ohe person, because you know it's so

political, bub [to] everyone across the boaxd.”

20. SIR proceeded to explain how, as part of HP Tow's
contract with the City of Huntingtonm Park, HP Tow ig entitled to
recguest 4y annual towing and storage fees Iincrease. SINGH told

iz incremse but the City

ce-1 thst HP Tow had recently reguest

Council had voted againgt it despite HP Tow “ha fring] enough
votes actually.®
21. Lobbyist A told CS-1 that she agreed that HPF Tow had

plainmed to CS-1

gufficient votes “straight across,” but then

spish that ons city council woman votsed

4 only to go against andther city council woman. According o

Lobbyist &, ®it was perscpal,® and *Chere was o rea'sen“ ot to
support the measure.

23. SINGH then gtated that HP Tow “got punished” because
the City Councilmembers had personal issues. Lobbyist A agreed
znd described how HPF Tow dees & lot to help the community.
Lobbyist 2 stated, “If one person says, can you help me? OI

8




